13TH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOUR (IACML)

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 2004-2005 – Updated July 9, 2004

	ACTIVITY
	DATE / LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION
	LEAD

	2004

	First meeting of Experts on Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration


	March 29-30, 2004

Washington
	The experts from Canada, Brazil and Mexico discussed the study’s purpose and expected results; assessed the needs and past experiences in capacity building of labour ministries in the Americas, as well as the role of specialized organizations within the OAS system.  Presentations were made by international organizations stressing the need for a flexible mechanism that could adapt to the changing requirements of the countries, and underlining the need for better coordination among Ministries of Labour in the hemisphere.  Experts will develop options papers setting out, among others, the rationale for such a mechanism for discussion at the 2004 Working Group Meeting


	OAS, Troika experts

 

	Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety
	April 29-30, 2004

San Salvador


	Analyze occupational health and safety in the context of integration processes in the hemisphere.  The workshop is developed to provide countries with the opportunity to critically analyze the sub-regional experience of the Regional Center for Occupational Health and Safety (CERSSO) as a model for other sub-regions
	OAS, El Salvador, PAHO



	Proposal on an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work 
	April 2004
	ILO to provide Brazil with a study on the promotion of decent work prepared for the Social-Labour Commission of MERCOSUR on which a prospective hemispheric analysis can be based.  Additionally, the ILO will provide the other sub-regional studies that they carry out.  Brazil to prepare a proposal for an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work for presentation at the Washington Working Group Meeting in May


	Brazil, ILO



	Second meeting of Experts on Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation 

Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
	May 11-14, 2004

(in conjunction with the 2004 Working Group Meeting)
	The experts will discuss progress made, finalize the calendar of the study proposal and present preliminary options to the 2004 Working Group Meetings.  Options and activities will be defined for the final version of the study proposal


	OAS, Troika experts



	Workshop on the Impact of Trade and Integration on Labour
	May 11, 2004 Washington


	This is a follow-up to a workshop under the 12th IACML on Prospective Impacts of Economic Integration on Labour Markets (Brazil, 2003), the objective of which was to examine risks and opportunities for labour markets that may result from economic integration within the Summit of the Americas process.   This workshop responds to one of the recommendations of Working Group 1 on the Labor Dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process, presented to trade ministers in November, 2003: “to conduct further enquiry into the effects of economic integration upon labor markets and labor policy, into methods for studying these questions and into means to enable labour ministries in smaller economies to undertake such analyses”  


	 Argentina, United States, OAS

	Meeting of Working Group 1 


	May 12-13, 2004

Washington
	Topics included: treatment of labour in free trade agreements; implications of globalization and integration for the informal sector; assessment of the labour market impact of integration, and identification of future goals and objectives


	Argentina, United States, OAS



	Joint Meeting of Working Groups 1 & 2
	May 13, 2004

Washington
	Update by Canada-Brazil-Mexico experts on the status of the feasibility study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
	OAS, Troika experts



	Meeting of Working Group 2  
	May 13-14, 2004

Washington
	Build on previous initiatives for developing mechanism to increase the capacity of labour ministries.  Topics included: best practices in the modernization of labour ministries; mechanisms for resource optimization in the administration of labour ministries; alternative dispute resolution; overview of scheduled Workshop on Effective Employment Services (fall 2004); and identification of future goals and objectives


	El Salvador, Canada, OAS

	Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
	July 30, 2004


	Submission of preliminary draft to Chair pro tempore and the OAS
	OAS, Troika experts



	Seminar on the ILO World Commission Report on the Social Dimensions of Globalization 


	July/August 2004

Location to be determined
	The purpose of this Seminar, is to further discuss the ILO report with an added focus on the Decent Work agenda
	Brazil/ILO

	OHS Hemispheric Leadership Meeting (in preparation to the III Hispanic Forum, 2005)
	September 15, 2004,

New Orleans, USA

(in the context of the NSC’s Annual Congress and Expo)
	The XVII World Congress on Occupational Health and Safety, sponsored by the NSC, the ILO, and the USDOL/OSHA, will be held in September 2005, and the III Hispanic Forum is one of its activities.  In preparation of the Hemisphere’s participation in the World Congress, the NSC, PAHO and the OAS are organizing the OHS Hemispheric Leadership Meeting.  It is expected that 1 or 2 representatives from the Ministries of Labour of each one of the sub-regions attend this Leadership Meeting


	NSC, OAS, PAHO

	Presentation of the Troika before the Directive Council of PAHO
(Joint Meeting of Ministers of Labour and Health)
	September 27, 2004

Washington
	Presentation of the troika (Ministers of Brazil, Canada and Mexico) to the 45 Directive Council of the Pan American Health Organization.  During this presentation the Ministers will inform on the perspective of the topic of Occupational Health and Safety in the context of the Ministries of Labor (IAMCL) and also will propose on the need to establish a common Agenda of Ministers of Health and Labor on this issue.


	PAHO, OAS

	Workshop on Effective Employment Services  


	September 29-30, 2004

Cancun, Mexico

	The purpose of this workshop is to provide a forum for discussion on the fundamentals of employment service systems as a support to economic growth in the hemisphere.  This will include lessons learned in the design and applicability of a number of employment service models within regional labour markets.  The workshop will also examine cooperative initiatives that have taken place between countries, with the objective of developing, within the IACML framework, proposals for continuing cooperative activities and improving the effective use of employment service systems


	NAALC, Commission for Labor Cooperation

	Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
	October 31, 2004
	Submission of final draft to IACML Ministers for approval


	OAS, Troika experts



	Seminar to analyze the proposal to constitute an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work 
	October or  November, 2004

Exact date and place to be determined (Brazil)
	The Labor Ministry of Brazil presented the idea to constitute an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work during the XIII IACML.  At the Working Group meetings in May 2004, Mr. Nilton Freitas (representative of this Ministry) presented a more elaborated proposal on the constitution of such Fund and suggested to carry out a Seminar to analyze it in greater detail. 
	Ministry of Labor of Brazil

	Virtual course on Certification of Labour Competencies
	Throughout the year with launch of virtual course (Nov 2004)
	All activities are to support the objectives of Working Group 2 in the capacity building of labour administrations
	OAS, Mexico (CONOCER) 



	Meeting on the strengthening of COSATE
	late 2004 or early 2005

Date and location to be determined
	The objective of this meeting is to analyze the role played by the workers’ unions in the Inter American Conference of Ministers of Labor.  This event will have the support of the Government of Spain
	OAS and Spain

	2005

	Meeting of Working Group 1 
	April 2005

Argentina


	This Working Groups Meeting should provide recommendations for the Plan of Action of the IV Summit of the Americas
	Chairs of Working Groups and OAS

	Meeting of Working Group 2


	April 2005

Argentina


	This Working Groups Meeting should provide recommendations for the Plan of Action of the IV Summit of the Americas
	Chairs of Working Groups and OAS

	Workshop on linkages between labour, social and economic policies 
	to be determined


	Focus on the linkage between labour, social and economic policies, specifically the analysis of the relationship between Ministries of Labour and Finance to jointly set priorities and promote more effective public administration


	OAS and IDB

	Technical Preparatory Meeting of the 14th IACML
	August 27-29, 2005

Mexico, D.F.
	Preparations will be made for the 14th IACML, including drafts of the 14th IACML Declaration and Plan of Action of Mexico.
	Mexico, Brazil, OAS

	XVII World Congress on Safety and Health at Work
	September 18-22, 2005

Orlando, USA
	The Congress is a forum for international discussion and debate on current inter-disciplinary issues related to Occupational Health and Safety.  The theme is “Prevention in a Globalized World – Success Through Partnerships”
	ILO, ISSA, NSC, USDOL

	Workshop on Decent Work
	2005

Date and location to be determined


	The ILO will offer a hemispheric workshop based on the analysis of sub-regional studies on the promotion of decent work and the Working Group will determine the format of this meeting


	ILO, Chairs of the Working Groups

	Workshop on SENAI/SEBRAE/SENAC
	2005

Brazil
	The Ministry of Labour and Employment of Brazil will host a workshop to share the experiences of SENAI/SEBRAE/SENAC with other countries


	Brazil, OAS

	Ministerial Meeting of the 14th IACML
	October 17-18, 2005

Mexico, D.F.
	Ministers of Labour will discuss and ratify the 14th IACML Declaration and Plan of Action of Mexico.  Mexico will assume Chairmanship pro tempore of the IACML from outgoing Chair pro tempore Brazil


	Mexico, OAS

	IV Summit of the Americas
	November 2005

Argentina
	The theme of the 4th Summit of the Americas, to be held on November in Argentina, is “’ Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”
	Argentina, OAS, others
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