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Summary of the meeting held on October 9, 2001 


1. Election of the vice-chair

The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, was elected, by acclamation, Vice-Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management, having been nominated by the delegation of Chile and seconded by the Delegation of Antigua and Barbuda.

2. Introductory remarks by Chair on the work methodology for the period 2001-2002

The Chair presented his perspective on the nature and focus of the Special Committee’s work for the period 2001-2002.
/    The draft Work Plan was approved (CE/GCI-201/01 rev.1).

3. Implementation of mandates emanating from the Third Summit of the Americas

The Special Committee heard brief reports on the implementation of mandates from the Third Summit of the Americas as follows:

Dr. Jaime Aparicio, Director, OAS Office of Summit Follow-Up, recounted the several acts in fulfillment of the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas and highlighted the institutionalization within the General Secretariat of a coordination group among regional bodies (PAHO, IDB and ECLAC). Additionally, the Director reported that the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) will hold its next meeting on October 26, 2001 and that as has been done in the past, the Special Committee’s Chair will brief the SIRG on today’s meeting. 

Ambassador Humberto de la Calle, Permanent Representative of Colombia, focussed on the follow-up steps being put in place since the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in Lima, Peru, on September 11, 2001.

Ambassador Juan Enrique Fischer, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, briefed on the outcome of the II Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Americas, held on September 24-25, 2001, in Punta del Este, Uruguay.

Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, Permanent Representative of Argentina, delivered a brief on the topic “Establishment of the Mechanism for Follow-Up of Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption”, highlighting the signature by 20 Ministers of Foreign Affairs in San Jose, Costa Rica, in June 2001 of the Declaration on the Follow-Up of Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.

Ambassador Lombardo Martínez Cabezas, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, spoke about the IX Inter-American Meeting of Vice-Ministers of Trade, held on September 26, 2001, in Managua, Nicaragua.

Dr. José Manuel Salazar, Special Advisor on Trade, OAS Trade Unit, focused his presentation on the IX Inter-American Meeting of Vice-Ministers of Trade on the mandates by the Ministers to the various committees of the ALCA. 

4. Consideration of the Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society (REDMU/doc.3/01 rev. 3 corr. 1) 


In compliance with the Permanent Council’s decision, the Committee proceeded to consider the recommendations of the Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation, held in La Paz, Bolivia, July 29-31, 2001 and heard a brief oral report on the outcome of that Meeting by the Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, Ambassador Marcelo Ostria Trigo.  In this connection the Delegation of Mexico reiterated Mexico’s offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on this issue.

5. Consideration of the COMCITEL report assigned by the Permanent Council to the CE/GCI on August 22, 2001

Since the report was not available in writing, the Committee agreed to consider it at a next meeting.

6. Other business
a. Hurricane Iris

The Chair expressed sympathy and solidarity with countries of Central America and Belize which are suffering the ravages of Hurricane Iris.

b. Inter-American Democratic Charter

The Permanent Representative of Panama informed the Committee that his delegation will be making a formal proposal to the Chair of the Permanent Council that the Inter-American Democratic Charter be included on the agenda of the next Council meeting.

c. General comments

The delegation of the United States noted that there will be much work to be done by the Special Committee in the coming period especially given the terrorist events of September 11, 2001.
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