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The Meeting of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption took place on July 8 - 9, 2004 in Managua, Nicaragua. This meeting was held in fulfillment of a mandate from the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Mexico on January 12 – 13, 2004, where the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere issued the Nuevo Leon Declaration, in which they entrusted the States Parties Members of the Convention to propose concrete measures to fortify the Follow-up Mechanism of this Convention (MESICIC) and to consider additional measures to increase transparency and fight corruption. The 31 State Parties to Convention were represented in this meeting.  
The inaugural ceremony was presided by the President of Nicaragua, Ingeniero Enrique Bolaños and by the OAS Secretary General, Cesar Gaviria. The Foreign Affairs Minister of Nicaragua, Norman Caldera, was elected President of this meeting.  
President Bolaños expressed in his inaugural speech that the fight against corruption is difficult and full of betray and "I have lost the favor and the endorsement of my own party (Liberal Constitutionalist) and have undergone the abandonment of most of my own deputies in the National Assembly, causing an absence of legislation that is urgent to the interests of the people". Additionally, he called for reforms so that the money from State illegally removed is returned to its countries of origin to be used in the fight against corruption. He reminded the audience that the fight against corruption has to include all actors of society and highlighted the Guide of Ethics for the Private Sector issued by the private sector of Nicaragua as an example of this joint effort with the Government.  
The OAS Secretary General recognized the leadership and great efforts made by the Government of Nicaragua in the fight against corruption. Gaviria stated that "the effective fight against corruption constitutes a challenge of the first order for the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere".  He also highlighted that corruption generates enormous social costs, as demonstrated by ECLAC statistics in which 44% of the population live below the poverty line and 20% under extreme poverty line. He also noted that the OAS has been a pioneer in the fight against corruption and recalled that in 1996 the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was adopted, which he defined as "the great navigation chart of our collective action in this matter".  
During the meeting there were presentations by the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms of the General Secretariat of the OAS, on the “Inter-American Convention against Corruption: Background, Scope and Development at the Hemispheric Level”; by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, on "The Fight against the Corruption in the Agenda of Summits of the Americas" and by the United Nations on "The United Nations Convention Against Corruption". The delegation of Canada made a presentation on "Developments in Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters in the framework of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorney General of the Americas”. Finally, the delegation of Brazil, as Chair of the Conference of the States Part of the MESICIC presented a report on the "Conclusions and Recommendations or Concrete Measures to Strengthen  MESICIC", which were adopted in the First Meeting of the Conference of the States Parties of the Mechanism.    
The meeting generated 2 documents, which express the commitment of the governments to fight corruption and impunity: The Declaration of Managua and the Plan of Action on Additional Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Combat Corruption within the Framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  
In the Declaration of Managua, the delegates considered measures to increase cooperation between the authorities, to deny safe haven to corrupt civil employees and to those who corrupt them, and to fortify the legal regimes of extradition and confiscation of assets and norms that assure the transparency of political parties. Additionally, States discussed the subject of recovery of assets originating from crimes of corruption and its restitution to their legitimate owners. They also recognized the importance of supporting political and financially the Follow-up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC). The Declaration also recognized the importance of the different sectors including civil society and the private sector in the prevention and eradication of corruption. Also, the States indicated their intention to facilitate a greater participation of civil society in the follow-up of the implementation of the Convention and in the process of analysis of the MESICIC. In addition, they declared that the UN Convention, known as the Merida Convention, is an effective and modern instrument to combat corruption and pleaded for its quick ratification.  Finally, it was recommended to the OAS General Assembly to declare 2006 as the "Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption".  
Some of the concrete measures of the Plan of Action adopted by the Heads of delegation were:  
· To identify central authorities for purposes of assistance and international cooperation.  
· To initiate a consultation process within the framework of the OAS Permanent Council to consider if the adoption of an instrument that would facilitate the recovery of proceeds of corruption and their return to their legitimate owners is necessary. 
· To promote technical cooperation and lend the amplest reciprocal assistance. 
· The Conference of States Parties of MESICIC should consider the convenience of convening a meeting of the Member States entities that are specifically responsible for assessing, identifying, and hearing administrative and criminal proceedings involving acts of corruption. 
· To convene a meeting of experts to share experiences and to recommend shared concrete policies in the second half of 2004, with the purpose of denying safe haven to corrupt officials and to those who corrupt them, cooperating in their extradition and attempt the recovery and return of proceeds of corruption to their legitimate owners.  
· To disseminate among civil society and the media, the work of the Follow-Up Mechanism on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. 
· To advance programs of high educational value at every level of the education system. 
· To launch a consultation process, in the framework of the OAS Permanent Council, to consider the possibility of encouraging the multilateral financial agencies that are creditors of Inter-American Convention against Corruption States Parties to concede a percentage to be determined of those states’ annual public debt payments to fund programs described in the anticorruption agendas that promote ethical, moral, and civic values that support democracy.
· To study the establishment of a hemispheric network of entities responsible for regulating, controlling, managing, and/or supervising that States Parties’ public procurement systems for goods and services to enhance coordination, cooperation, and the exchange of information experiences.  

In addition, the government of Nicaragua and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the Organization of American States organized an informal meeting with civil society representatives and delegates of different member States where suggestions and criticisms were exchanged.  

The recommendations generated in this meeting will be presented to the Heads of State and Government in the next Summit of the Americas to be held in Argentina in November of 2005.
