CIVIL SOCIETY MEETING WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE MEETING OF STATES PARTIES TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION 

Date: July 9, 2004 

Time: 8am - 9am

 Location: Regency Hall - Crown Plaza Hotel 

Managua, Nicaragua 

During the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, which took place on July 8-9, 2004 in Managua, Nicaragua, the Government of Nicaragua and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the Organization of American States organized an informal meeting with civil society representatives and delegates of the participating States.  

The meeting was attended by representatives of 11 civil society organizations and by delegates from the United States, Canada, the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Nicaragua, and representatives from the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS.  

Some of the recommendations presented by civil society representatives include the following:
· They expressed their concern on point 10 of version 5 of the Declaration of Managua which referred to the participation processes and they indicated that civil society participation should be advanced. 

· As for the countries’ reports within the framework of the Meeting of the Conference of the States Parties of the Follow-Up Mechanism of the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), they expressed that there are no mechanisms to date that allow civil society reports and recommendations to be incorporated in the countries’ final reports. 

· They indicated that civil society must also participate as observers in the meetings of the Committee of Experts. 

· With respect to the Plan of Action, paragraph 11 states that the Member States must submit progress reports on the Convention. This would force the States to produce reports, which has not always happened.  

· Paragraph 12 of the Plan of Action is based on strengthening the electoral processes. Civil society considers that this must become a standard practice. The paragraph makes reference to the legal strengthening without taking into consideration the realities in the countries.  

· In paragraph 13 of the Plan of Action, civil society participation should be increased in the approval of the Committee reports. 

· Civil society requested that there be a greater dissemination in Nicaragua with respect to the Convention, as well on the Follow-Up Mechanism and the Committee of Experts. 

· It was also expressed that there is a mutual responsibility in these processes and that sometimes there is a lack of major initiatives and better proposals on behalf of civil society. 

· They called for greater transparency in the distribution of documents to civil society. 

· One of the lessons learned is the importance of holding parallel forums with civil society where experiences can be shared.  

· Civil society stressed the importance of having access to information before meetings. 

· Finally, they concluded that the participation process is a two way street, and States as well as civil society must undertake their best efforts to advance in this issue.

The delegates stated that civil society participation is fundamental for strengthening democracy. In addition, they suggested that civil society should make more concrete recommendations to their respective governments and that they must use the Summits of the Americas Secretariat as a way to make suggestions within the Summit process. They also recommended that civil society stay informed through the OAS webpage, and through the different national delegations.

In addition, civil society was called upon to begin to prepare for the Fourth Summit of the Americas that will take place in November of 2005 in Argentina. Additionally, it was mentioned that the theme proposed by Argentina for the Summit: "Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance", is directly related to the subject of the meeting in Managua, since corruption is closely linked to democracy and poverty.  Participants were informed that the next meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) will take place on October 19 – 20, 2004 in Washington, DC.

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat extended an invitation to those civil society organizations that are not part of the Summit database, to send their data in order to include them and keep them informed on the subjects and events. It was suggested that civil society send their comments in writing, and maximize their use of the Summit Secretariat’s and OAS’s web pages.
