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NATIONAL REPORT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


The Republic of Panama has been making great efforts to carry out the mandates of the Summits of the Americas through the various government entities responsible for their implementation in such areas as education, health, disaster management, science and technology, telecommunications and connectivity, growth and equity, and gender equality, as listed below:

EDUCATION

Panama has expanded basic education coverage throughout the country by building schools and implementing home-based early education programs targeting indigenous communities in remote areas. 

It has trained the country's teachers in state-of the-art subjects like the culture of tourism, electoral civic education, curriculum change, andragogical techniques, and new methods, and has improved its infrastructure through the development of computer laboratories as well as natural science, biology, and physics laboratories.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Implementation of the Strategic Plan for the Development of Science, Technology, and Innovation 2003-2006, based on the Government’s Structural Model for Economic Management, the objective of which is to acquire technological know-how to fill existing voids in the area of scientific research and the transfer of technology with a view to the establishment of international companies in Panama financed by foreign investment. 

Conversion of Panama into a regional technological hub for Central America and the Caribbean as a means of supporting scientific and technological development in the fields of telecommunications, biotechnology, and bioprospecting applied to agriculture, the pharmaceutical industry, health, and public access to knowledge through Internet.

CIVIL PROTECTION

The National Civil Protection System is the entity responsible for implementing the National Emergency Plan, which is designed to deal with emergencies and disasters in different regions of the country through prevention and training projects in such areas as the provinces of Darién and Bocas del Toro, by establishing new provincial civil protection centers in the country and strengthening the institution for the promotion of a culture of risk prevention. 

HEALTH

As part of its political and strategic approach, the Ministry of Health has assigned priority to measures aimed at improving health in the country’s poorest districts through educational programs and institutional action.

Environmental sanitation programs have been implemented, including campaigns to control malaria, dengue fever, and yellow fever, and to promote basic sanitation and drinking water supply, in the country's poorest regions.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Panama has further modernized the telecommunications sector by opening its market, following the privatization process, to new international firms, thereby reducing the cost of national and international telephone calls.
Technology is not regulated in Panama.  The country is therefore an open market for the development of new technologies and technological innovations, thus allowing for telecommunications infrastructure consisting of telephone networks, digital transmission equipment, fiber optics, and IP-based services (Internet). The development of Universal Service will provide public telephone service to the most remote areas of the country. 
MORE EFFECTIVE DEMOCRACY

The Electoral Tribunal of Panama will work with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the organization, management, and implementation of the electoral process in the Republic of Haiti in 2005, in the context of cooperation with regional and international organizations and the sharing of successful experiences.

Voter civic education programs have been developed in concert with the Ministry of Education.

GROWTH WITH EQUITY

Through the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the Republic of Panama has carried out poverty programs and projects in remote areas in the country.  It has even made reforms in its tax system, thus providing tax relief to hundreds of Panamanians. 

GENDER EQUALITY

In recent years, Panama has made great strides with regard to gender equity, in that it managed to identify the areas of special concern, namely, human and economic development, power and political and social participation, the family, labor, health, housing, education and culture, the media, the environment, and violence against women. 

The Ministry of Youth, Women, Children, and the Family has been able to mobilize efforts to bring national law into line with gender-equality needs by creating appropriate institutional mechanisms; establishing conditions for education, health, and women's access to public jobs; combating domestic violence; and eliminating all forms of discrimination and inequality.  
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