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Mr. Chairman, as this is my first intervention at this SIRG meeting, I would first like to take the opportunity to extend my personal welcome and that of my government to Ambassador John Biehl to the Summit process and to thank Jane Thery.  Once again, we see the solid foundation of active coordination between the OAS and the SIRG that has built upon the work of Irene Klinger with the Summits Secretariat, and we have every confidence that they will continue to build on those efforts.  

Mr. Chairman, I want to fully endorse your decision to focus our review this morning on the commitments related to Economic Growth with Equity to Reduce Poverty.  Since the 2001 Summit, when the “Growth with Equity” theme was first formulated in the Plan of Action, it has become clear that the theme is both one that resonates with the public and, at the same time, that addresses many of the very practical issues that affect the lives of people everywhere in the Hemisphere.  And Argentina has advanced this theme considerably by linking what we are doing to the theme of “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.” 

I want to thank the international organization representatives who have given their time today to provide a series of truly fascinating presentations on various aspects of the Growth with Equity theme.  If there’s one recurring theme we’ve heard, it is the importance of competitiveness.  We agree that competitiveness is the key element to achieving broad-based growth in our economies.  

I have submitted a report to the Office of the Summit Process highlighting many of my Government’s efforts to implement the Growth with Equity mandates across the Hemisphere.  Today, I would like to briefly mention several of those, because I want to underscore how important the commitments covered under this theme are to the United States.

First, in keeping with the commitment our leaders have made at each Summit of the Americas since 1994, the United States remains committed to completing a high-quality Free Trade Area of the Americas that benefits all countries.  In support of that goal, the U.S. Government participates in the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, and contributed $150 million to trade-capacity building in Latin America and the Caribbean in 2003 alone.

Second, the United States is working with determination toward the goal of lowering the cost of remittance transfers by half by 2008, a key commitment our leaders made at the Special Summit last January.  The U.S. Government organized a conference earlier this month in Atlanta on “Payments in the Americas,” where 130 participants from across the Hemisphere surveyed remittance patterns across the region and discussed experiences with automated clearinghouse systems.

In addition, we are partnering with many countries in the region to increase options and services and to reduce costs for the senders and receivers of remittances.  For example, U.S. Government programs are helping to lower transfer costs and improve access for remittance receivers to financial services in Mexico, Jamaica, and Colombia.  In Haiti and El Salvador, the U.S. government is working to link the efforts of immigrant groups in the U.S. with development projects in their home countries.  And in Guyana and Guatemala, the U.S. government has supported research and policy development related to remittances.  

With regard to small and medium-sized enterprises, another key focus of the Special Summit, my government joined several other countries to create the SME Congress of the Americas, a hemispheric network of public and private sector SME service providers that promotes the participation of small business in international trade.  Nearly 100 participants from 12 countries attended the first SME Congress in Reñaca, Chile earlier this month, and I want to thank Chile for hosting this event.  

We continue to fund the Inter-American E-Business Fellowship Program announced by President Bush at the Quebec City Summit.  The program gives professionals from across the Americas the opportunity to learn about information technology by spending time with U.S. companies.  In the last three years, U.S. host companies contributed over 7,000 hours of training, and for 2005, we plan to invite as many fellows from the region as we can to learn how U.S companies use technology to enhance their productivity.
With regard to microenterprise, in particular, the U.S. government supports activities to strengthen microfinance institutions, improve the business climate for microenterprise development and provide assistance to participate in higher profit international market chains.  To give just one example, Aid-to-Artisans, a U.S. government-supported non-profit organization, is helping microenterprises in Haiti and Guatemala sell to U.S. buyers.  

In response to Special Summit commitments, the U.S. government has organized an Inter-American Alliance for Accountability on Property Rights, which met for the first time last July.  The Alliance brings together technical experts, academics, and implementing agencies from more than ten countries to focus on benchmarks for success in strengthening property rights and to build momentum for change.  The U.S. government also continues to implement the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative, and has provided technical assistance to strengthen property rights in Colombia, Paraguay, Mexico and Central America. 
Among the activities the U.S. government has taken with regard to social safety nets, I will just mention the technical workshop that we recently hosted in cooperation with Florida International University on “Unemployment Insurance Systems in the Americas.”  The workshop brought together government representatives from throughout the hemisphere to examine features of selected unemployment insurance systems in the Americas and the potential role of unemployment insurance in promoting a more adaptable labor market.
Finally, the United States remains committed to providing development finance through the international financial institutions, as well as bilaterally.  We continue to provide some $1.5 billion annually to countries in the region through our traditional development assistance programs, but I want to highlight today the creation of the Millennium Challenge Account, following President Bush’s commitment at the 2002 International Conference on Financing for Development.  The MCA was created with the goal of providing development assistance to countries that rule justly, invest in their people, and encourage economic freedom.  In May of this year, the Millennium Challenge Corporation selected the first 16 countries eligible for the first $1 billion in MCA assistance.  Three of those countries—Bolivia, Honduras, and Nicaragua—are in the Western Hemisphere.  President Bush has pledged to increase funding for the MCA to $5 billion a year starting in 2006, and we hope that other countries in this hemisphere will qualify for MCA assistance in the near future.
Mr. Chairman, this short list of activities demonstrates my Government’s commitment to work with our partners in the Hemisphere to implement the mandates our leaders have given us with regard to the need to ensure growth with equity.  Ultimately, though, what the United States does in the region can never be more than a small effort toward our common objective.  As our leaders recognized at the International Conference on Financing for Development in 2002, each country has primary responsibility for its own development, and it is what each government does on behalf of our own people that will ultimately make the bigger difference.

Even within this single area of Growth with Equity to Reduce Poverty, our agenda is broad.  At the Special Summit leaders took a new approach to implementing that agenda—not with the same old rhetoric, but with specific, short-term, acheivable mandates that will make a real difference in peoples lives—reducing the time and cost of starting a business, reducing the cost of remittance transfers, producing education reports to help build consensus on reforms, strengthening property rights, and increasing credit to SMEs.  If each of our governments is faithful to implement these mandates, we will make significant progress toward reducing poverty and inequality, and toward creating opportunity and prosperity.

Because the Growth with Equity commitments are at the heart of these goals, we continue to devote substantial resources to their implementation.  We fully hope and expect that at the Fourth Summit of the Americas we will be able to report significant progress in this area, and that leaders will be able to build on what has been achieved by committing to new concrete objectives and actions.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.










