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MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER
Fight against corruption
El Salvador signed the United Nations Convention against Corruption on December 10, 2003 during the High-Level Conference held in Mérida, Mexico.  A preliminary draft Law on Municipal Transparency was presented to the Legislative Assembly.  The Court of Accounts of the Republic held a one-day training course on transparent handling of public funds for all the municipalities in the country. 
Empowering local governments
The Social Investment Fund for Local Development works with municipal governments as strategic partners in social investment and helps to strengthen its “learn-by-doing” skills by letting them manage the investment cycle and complementing their work through technical assistance and training in specific areas such as citizen participation, project management, municipal administration, risk management, land management, sustainability, and others. 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
El Salvador ratified the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three additional protocols in November 2003.  It has complied satisfactorily with the presentation and review of reports on application of: the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW, January 2003); and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (July 2003).  The report corresponding to the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights is currently being drafted, for presentation in 2004.  The work of the Office of the Attorney for Human Rights has been revitalized.
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW, SECURITY AND SECURITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL

El Salvador took part in the meeting of the Government Experts Group of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), which in November 2003 evaluated progress in the 34 countries of the Hemisphere, chaired the Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG), and coordinated Working Group 1.
El Salvador has been complying satisfactorily with the recommendations of CICAD, particularly with respect to ratification of the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime and its three additional protocols and to expansion of the scope of the prevention system. 
CIVIL SOCIETY
The quest for decentralization and promotion of cultural activities. Sharing of experiences expanded to 170 “Casas de la Cultura” support committees. Funds transferred to 25 NGOs engaged in cultural activities. Funds were also transferred to 170 “Casas de la Cultura” support committees to organize community activities.
TRADE, INVESTMENT, AND FINANCIAL STABILITY
El Salvador has continued promoting the development and diversification of its exports through increasing integration with world markets. The opening up of its trade has been consolidated through various mechanisms, such as the negotiation and signing of the FTA between the United States and Central America and the country’s active participation in the FTAA and the WHO. El Salvador continues to pursue a prudent fiscal policy, fostering public investment to create productive projects that generate additional employment. Finally, El Salvador has one of the most stable macroeconomic environments in Latin America, with low inflation and interest rates. This has boosted confidence in the country and, at the same time, encouraged savings and both public and private investment. 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
Telecommunications
The Government of El Salvador is working on: a) Preparation of a Proposed National Plan for the Second Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, Tunis 2005; b) Strengthening the country’s regulatory framework for the telecommunication sector; c) Upgrading human resources in the telecommunication sector; d) Optimization of administration, management, and monitoring of the radio spectrum; and e) Improving mobile telephony contracts between customers and providers.
Energy sector

El Salvador is working on: a) Regional integration of energy markets; b) Reform of the regional regulatory framework; and c) Support of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative. The main projects in the telecommunication and energy sectors are: The “Mesoamerican Information Highway (AMI)” project, which is part of Plan Puebla Panama, and the “Central American Electric Interconnection System” (SIEPAC). 
DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Design of the National Land Management and Development Plan. There are four services responsible for monitoring and researching natural phenomena: Meteorological, Hydrological, Geological, and Land Studies and Risk Management Services. National maps are produced showing areas threatened by landslides, flooding, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. Emergency readiness and response systems are in place at the national, departmental, and local levels.
ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

El Salvador is party to and has ratified various international conventions and agreements on environmental issues. Technical cooperation agreements have been reached with two national universities on joint actions to promote scientific and technological development in the field of climate change. At the national level, a “Cleaner Production Panel” (Mesa de Producción más Limpia) has been set up, in which both the Government and the private sector participate. A survey is being conducted of solid waste management in 262 municipalities.
EDUCATION
Toay, education is an increasingly pressing and complex challenge in El Salvador. While redoubling our efforts to expand access, retention, and the appropriate qualification of our students, since these are challenges we are gradually learning to overcome, we have also embarked on a transformation of the quality of our educational system based on the dynamics and demands generated in our schools and classrooms.

Our schools are undergoing major transformations designed to provide our children and young people an education characterized by increasingly high standards, sustained progress in creating opportunities for students to make the most of educational resources, and efforts to make that education relevant to our needs and circumstances. 
Quality education must therefore permeate our students’ all-round development. All educational processes in our educational institutions and centers, the infrastructure, techniques, and technologies, the curricula, methodological strategies, evaluations and interpersonal relations in the daily life of our schools are all directed toward providing this quality education.  Thus, quality is not a separate or isolated component, but rather a factor integrating all the dimensions of education. Coverage, quality, and relevance are now intertwined in the way we foster and carry out education in our country.
GROWTH WITH EQUITY

Development Financing
The Multi-Sector Investment Bank (BMI) is El Salvador’s development bank and the Government’s principal tool for supporting private investment. It is the only domestic provider of medium and long-term funds to the private sector. The Multi-Sector Investment Bank is currently executing the following projects: Micro and Small Enterprise Development Trust (FIDEMYPE): US$8.5 million are available to fund microfinance institutions. Electronic factoring: Linking goods and services providers with enterprises via an electronic platform.
Migration

El Salvador has monitored the human rights situation of Salvadorans in transit or at their final destination. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has, with the authorization of the Government of El Salvador, applied for US$250,000 from the United States Government to set up a shelter for migrants and victims of trafficking in El Salvador. El Salvador is institutionalizing its “Welcome Home” program, which, as of 2002, has begun receiving government funding through the Ministry of the Interior budget. The Program has provided humanitarian assistance to approximately 22,502 deportees.
Enhancing social stability and mobility

Land registry/cadastral data have been gathered or updated for 454,181 lots in El Salvador. A new registry system has been introduced and 2,007 digital cadastral maps drawn up.  An evaluation of the project’s impact from a gender perspective has been completed and a statistical system has been designed for obtaining land ownership data broken down by sex. In February a Registry Law Certificate was introduced and an agreement with the National Judicial Council is due to be signed on training registrars in registry, business, banking, and family law.
HEALTH
HIV/AIDS: El Salvador increased funding for prevention, education, and access to health care and treatment; completed drafting and passing of the HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Law, and began work on enabling regulations. ART, LEGISLATION, and UNAIDS strategic partnerships have been formed to reduce the costs of ART and legislative processes. There has been a reduction in the confirmed incidence of malaria. Other achievements include: implementation of community health care, prevention, and promotion programs to reduce risks to health; starting and operating the Comprehensive Health Care Center for Adolescents and 12 health care units specializing in reproductive sexual health; the completion and official launching of the Comprehensive Health Care Model for Adult Men; and preparation of the preliminary draft tobacco control law. The infant mortality rate has dropped 10 points, neonatal mortality 4 points, and that of children under 5 years of age 13 points. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Congresses and conferences have been held in coordination with indigenous organizations. On February 13, there was a presentation entitled “El Perfil de los Pueblos Indígenas de El Salvador” [Profile of the Indigenous Peoples of El Salvador]. The “Revitalization of the Nahuat” project has got underway and there are “indigenous identity” workshops and fora in schools and universities. 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY
El Salvador continues to carry out activities that foster cultural diversity. It is also enhancing its cultural assets, for instance by remodeling and restoring El Salvador’s Natural History Museum. It has also registered 220 ethnographic movable cultural properties in a database.
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