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In this second report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on activities conducted since the Quebec Summit, the ECLAC Secretariat has decided to focus on some areas in which it has received a mandate and have seen a greater level of activity since the last meeting in October last year. These are: Connectivity, transport, environment and natural resources management, labour and employment, and gender equality.

Connectivity

In 2000 ECLAC Division of Production, Productivity and Management began a research on the impact of modern Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) on the socio-economic organization of Latin America and the Caribbean.  In June that year ECLAC assisted the Government of Brazil in the organization of the Regional Seminar on Information and Communication Technologies and Development, held in Florianopolis, Santa Catarina.

More recently ECLAC convened the Expert meeting "Latin America on the road towards the digital age", held in Santiago, Chile on 28-30 November 2002, to discuss different aspects of the transition towards the digital age. Fifteen academic papers were presented at the seminar, including two prepared by ECLAC: From industrial economics to digital economics: an introduction to the transition (LC/L.1497-P) and Latin America on its path into the digital age: where are we? (LC/L.10555-P).  All these papers are being reviewed for its compilation in the format of a book.

Presently ECLAC is actively contributing to the preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) scheduled for 2003. This includes supporting the development of a Regional Network within the framework of the United Nations Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Task Force. This effort is lead by Brazil, which will made a wide reaching invitation leading to the constitution of the Regional Network Steering Committee.  The first activity of the Regional Network will be a meeting hosted by ECLAC in May 2002.

The culmination of the Latin America and the Caribbean preparatory process for the Summit would be a Regional Conference, tentatively scheduled for May 2003

Transportation

ECLAC has continued to further develop the three main lines of work set forth in the Plan of Action proposed by ECLAC and approved by the Second Ministerial Meeting of the Western Hemisphere Transport Initiative (WHTI) (Punta del Este, Uruguay, March 2001).  In addition to his ECLAC has continued to work with the Executive Committee for WHTI in the preparation of its next meeting to take place in Brasilia.

Regarding Institutional cooperation, the first of the three main lines of work set forth in the Plan of Action, ECLAC has proposed to address first the issue of cooperation in the fields of statistics and capacity building.  In the first case the proposal is to begin with statistical information about the port and shipping sector and on trade flows, and the mode of transport; while in the area of capacity building the idea is to consolidate the regional demand for certain specialized training with the aim of making it more feasible the generation of an adequate supply for it.

In the relation to the series of case studies on best practices in intermodal transport in the Hemisphere, the second of the Plan of Action main lines of work, we are pleased to inform that in October 2001 ECLAC published the document Best practices in intermodal

transport in the Americas: a case study of exports from Mercosur to NAFTA, and is presently working on a second case study.

ECLAC has also identified a new possible area for hemispheric cooperation in the field of maritime transportation.  In this regard, during the Third Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Ports Commission (Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, December 2001), ECLAC made concrete proposals to strengthen collaboration in three areas i.e. productivity indicators, use of internet for the decentralized up-dating of statistics and specialized conferences, and expanding the coverage of the Maritime Profile published by ECLAC.

Environment and natural resources management
ECLAC continued working on the challenge of funding the achievement of international goals in the area of sustainable development, one of the key objectives of the World Summit for Sustainable Development.  In this regard, ECLAC together with UNDP and the INNOVA Centre for Sustainable Development (a private sector network of Latin America and the Caribbean headquartered in Mexico) organized a Round Table on “Financing for Sustainable Development: Partnerships for Investment Opportunities between the Public and Private Sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean”, as a side event at the United Nations Conference on Financing for Development, held last week in Monterrey, Mexico.

The Panel's main objective was to identify the main elements of a joint public-private sectors agenda, which might allow to put forward new financial schemes for sustainable development.  This include re-valorizing the role of traditional sources of financing and investment and designing innovative approaches, including public-private partnerships and partnership with multilateral organizations.  The results of the panel have laid the ground for a joint project ECLAC-UNDP-Private Sector and for a joint public-private platform to be presented at Johannesburg. 

In another dimension of Sustainable Development, although ECLAC was unable to attend the  Joint Meeting of Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas (HEMA) held in Ottawa, Canada on 4-5 March 2002, we had previously the chance to exchange views with the Chair of this forum on the important issues that were addressed in this meeting and, even more significant, on the possible contribution ECLAC could make in the implementation of the agreements that were reached there.

An issue that offers particular encouraging perspectives for collaboration is the search for solution to the environmental problems of large urban areas, such as water management, air pollution. In this regard, ECLAC has been working in cooperation with UNDP on an extensive comparative analysis of the use of economic instruments to address the problems of water management, air pollution and solid wastes with important findings and successful case studies. 

ECLAC would like to reiterate its full commitment to collaborate in the implementation of the agreements reached at the Joint Meeting of Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas, as we believe the integration and coordination between the environmental and the health agenda of the Americas is a crucial contribution to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development.

Labour and employment 

In the Plan of Action of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), adopted in Ottawa, Canada on 19 October 2001, Ministers called for an improved collaboration and coordination among all relevant actors stated in the said Plan of Action, these are:  OAS, ILO, IADB, ECLAC, PAHO, and CDB.
On the basis of the above and the pivotal role that ILO should play in this initiative, ECLAC proposed to ILO to establish a liaison mechanism between both organizations to guarantee that ECLAC contributions to the process would adequately complement those from others agencies involved. 

This arrangement whereby ECLAC will channel most of its contributions to the implementation of the Plan of Action through ILO, allows the IACML to continue benefiting from ECLAC work on those areas identified as relevant to the process, while at the same time allowing ECLAC to make a more efficient use of the relatively scarce resources at its disposal, was informed to the Chair at the last meeting (Miami, USA, 24-25 January 2002).

Gender equality

ECLAC has continued to conduct activities in follow-up to the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001 and to the Beijing Platform for Action, which implementation was included in the Plan of Action of the Quebec Summit.

The Meeting of experts on globalization, technological change and gender equity, took place on November 5 and 6 2001, in Sao Paulo, Brazil.  This event was organized by Division of International Trade and Integration and the Women and Development Unit of ECLAC and the German Society for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), with the support of the University of Sao Paulo, the Ministry of Justice of Brazil and UNIFEM.

The discussions at the meeting focussed on the impact of information technologies on women and the risk and opportunities of globalization and free trade. The main output of the meeting was the proposal of a research and policy agenda. 

On the other hand, under the auspices of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the ECLAC Statistics and Economic Projections Division organized a technical meeting on gender statistics and indicators for measuring the occurrence of violence against women in Latin America and the Caribbean and trends in this respect (La Paz, Bolivia, 21-23 November 2001). Progress was made at this meeting on the definition of concepts and methodologies for designing and calculating indicators of violence against women, based on reliable, comparable and regular statistical information, which is indispensable for the formulation of policies to prevent and eradicate this type of violence.

As well as the activities reported on thus far, there are two items and on which it has been considered appropriate to report to SIRG. These issues are the Electronic dissemination of institutional information and Globalization.

Electronic dissemination of institutional information

Towards the end of last year ECLAC created the on-line Directory of Latin American and Caribbean Social Institutions (DISALC), whose main purpose is to provide comparable information about web sites generated by national and regional institutions involved in the region's socio-economic development. 

This directory is a database that can be reached via the Internet, which includes links to the web sites of these institutions, especially those working within the area of social policy, and which are open to the public. During the first months of its functioning more than 800 institutions have registered themselves in the Directory, among them international bodies and agencies for cooperation; ministries, social, political, economic, union, academic, judicial, legislative bodies; information systems and networks; and the media. The five sectors with the highest presence are: education, health, social security, labour, and housing.

With an initial coverage that includes 22 countries, the Directory will gradually continue to increase its coverage.  At ECLAC we believe that this instrument could become a useful tool for decision making in the public policy sector, strengthening development and exchanging relevant ideas among countries. 

Globalization

Since the second semester of 2000, ECLAC has been working on the main document to be submitted at the Commission twenty-ninth Session, to take place in Brasilia, Brazil between 6-10 May 2002.  This document entitled "Globalization and Development" put forwards a proposal for meeting the challenge posed by globalization.   It includes two sections, an assessment of the economic, social and political impact of globalization and a set of relevant proposals.

The document put forwards that globalization offers significant opportunities but also important risks linked to local heterogenities and international asymmetries.  In order to adequately meet the challenge new institutional frameworks are called for, able to conciliate economic stability with social cohesion. The document proposes public actions at the global, regional and national levels.  In the regional context, new dimensions are put forward, regarding macro-economic coordination, common regulatory policies, international migration and other social aspects.

Taking into account this work and the fact that the World Bank has recently published a study entitled "Globalization, growth and poverty", both institutions decided to co-organize a seminar on Globalization, which took place in Santiago, Chile, from 6 to 8 March, 2002.

Distinguished academics, top government officials and representatives from the organizing  bodies attended the meeting to discuss key issues regarding globalization’s effects on economic growth, among them: Specialization and trade policy, The goods market and the labour market, Financial independence, capital flows and crisis management, , Foreign direct investment, The governability of international markets, International financial architecture and Technology and knowledge.
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