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IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING CHART – EL SALVADOR

1. Making Democracy Work Better
Media and Communications

Mandate: Ensure the media is free from arbitrary interventions by the state, and specifically, work to remove legal or regulatory impediments to media access by registered political parties including by facilitating, where possible, equitable access during election campaigns to television and radio;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Articles 227-229 of our Electoral Code regulate these activities.  The only limit is each party’s capacity to pay, but financing is provided by the State and is referred to as Political Debt.
	Articles 187-195 of our Electoral Code pertain to financing.  In addition, each party is free to raise private funds for the purposes of publicity.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage media self-regulation efforts, including norms of ethical conduct, to address the concerns of civil society with regard to, inter alia, reducing the dissemination of extreme violence and negative stereotypes of women and ethnic, social and other groups, contributing in this way to the promotion of changes in attitudes and cultural patterns through the projection of pluralistic, balanced and non-discriminatory images;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The General Directorate of Spectator Events, Radio, and Television, within El Salvador's Ministry of Government Affairs, essentially regulates matters relating to public entertainment programs.  Regulation of the media is grounded in the following legal provisions:

· Constitution of the Republic of El Salvador, Article 6.

· Regulations with respect to theaters, cinemas, radio theaters, circuses, and other public spectacles, Executive Decree No. 45.

· Family Code, article 368.

· Migration Act, Decree No. 234.

· American Convention on Human Rights

· American Convention on the Rights of the Child.

· Private Radio Broadcasting Code.

· Code of Ethics in Advertising.

· Evaluation Parameters.

· Classifications for audiovisual materials.

The country enjoys unrestricted freedom of expression and information.  The media (owners) and the Association of Journalists of El Salvador (APES) have themselves taken the initiative to develop a code of ethics in line with this mandate.
	Private and with support from Swedish NGOs
	Implementation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Fight Against Corruption

Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, in accordance with their respective legal frameworks, and promote effective implementation of the Convention by means of, inter alia, the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight Against Corruption and associated technical cooperation programs and activities, including those of relevant multilateral organizations and MDBs, in the area of good governance and in the fight against corruption, as well as programs which each country designs and implements in accordance with national laws, by its own appropriate bodies that may require assistance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Inter-American Convention Against Corruption was signed and ratified by Executive Decision No. 556, ratified by Legislative Assembly Decree No. 351 of July 9, 1998, and entered into force in El Salvador on August 16 of the same year. El Salvador is therefore a state party to this Convention.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the establishment as soon as possible, taking into consideration the recommendation of the OAS, of a follow-up mechanism for the implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption by States Parties to this instrument;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	In accordance with the purposes and preventive measures established in the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, El Salvador has taken a series of steps to implement the Convention, such as:

· A diagnostic study on all legislation related to the issue of corruption, having identified areas requiring legal reform to better combat corruption.

· Promulgation of the Court of Accounts of the Republic Act, which has introduced modern methods and criteria compatible with modernization of the state and has led to the adoption of new forms of government auditing as a tool for controlling public finance, with budgetary independence in carrying out its functions.

· The Government Plan put forward by the Partnership for Security provides for an institutional program known as "Legal Security and Public Administration" consisting of substantive measures and strategic and operational lines of action to support the fight against corruption in public administration, and the development of mechanisms to help fight against corruption in the public sector.

· Legislation has been developed to regulate a coordinated system of public-sector financial administration, through a basic regulatory and organizational framework to help maintain macroeconomic stability and effectively and efficiently control public spending, thereby deterring corruption.

· A Public Administration Procurement and Contracting Act has been promulgated to ensure that activities conducted by the public administration are in accordance with the principles of administrative law and public probity, especially in the fight against corrupt practices by those participating in public or private bidding, using such improper means as bribery.

Our Penal Code entered into force in 1998, and new criminal offenses have been defined to help fight against such forms of corruption as peculation, extortion, bribery, misappropriation, and illicit enrichment.  Specialized investigation units have been established within the National Civil Police, and a specialized department within the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, to combat them. Modern criminal procedures have also been designed to streamline the investigation process and effectively bring the perpetrators of such offenses to justice.

A study has been conducted for presentation as a legislative proposal for the approval of a Code of Government Ethics and the creation of an ethics office to prevent and combat acts of corruption.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Empowering local governments

Mandate: Promote mechanisms to facilitate citizen participation in politics, especially in local or municipal government;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The central focus of the Social Peace Program is to promote citizen participation through consultation and coordination mechanisms at the national and local levels.  The following activities have been conducted at the local level within this framework:

· The Declaration "Working Together for Social Peace" was signed in the municipality of Berlín with the mayors of the Usulután Center microregions, local stakeholders, and the Interinstitutional Committee against Domestic Violence, with a view to reducing the incidence of social violence and crime in the municipalities of Berlín, Santiago de María, Alegría, Mercedes Umaña, Tecepán, California, San Augustín, Ozatlán, and San Francisco Javier.

· Participation mechanisms (committees) were strengthened and created in the following municipalities: El Carmen, Santiago de la Frontera, San Augustín, Berlín, and Santa Cruz Analquito.

· Efforts have been made to promote citizen participation and interinstitutional coordination in activities to prevent and combat crime in the municipalities of Ilobasco, Cojutepeque, Acajutla, and Sonsonate.

· Processes are being carried out to bring the PNC and organized civil society closer together in order to reduce the incidence of violence and conduct activities to prevent crime in the following municipalities: San Augustín, El Congo, Izalco, El Carmen, San Jose Villanueva, and San Luis Talpa, in order to develop a culture of reporting crime.

· Community leaders have been trained, inter alia, in citizen participation, citizen security, community policing, social violence, and crime prevention.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the development, autonomy and institutional strengthening of local government in order to promote favorable conditions for the sustainable economic and social development of their communities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· Local development processes have been supported with the participation of civil society, municipal governments, government institutions and NGOs, to help rebuild and develop communities affected by the earthquakes in January and February of 2001.  Concrete cases include San Augustín, Izalco and Comasagua.

· Support has been provided to local governments in coordinating actions with civil society in the processes of planning for the development of their communities.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen the institutional capacity of local governments to allow full and equal citizen participation in public policies without any discrimination, facilitate access to those services fundamental to improving citizens’ quality of life, and strengthen decentralization and the integral development of these services in part through commensurate and timely funding and initiatives that permit local governments to generate and administer their own resources;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· Local development processes have been promoted and strengthened in the aforementioned municipalities with the participation of local communities and governments.  Through a strategic planning process, they are identifying projects in the areas of physical infrastructure, the economy, the social sectors, the environment, culture, and citizen security.

· We are providing management and fundraising support for the construction of housing, schools, playing fields, etc.

· We provide support to communities in the management of development resources.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote sharing of information, best practices and administrative expertise among local government personnel, associations of local governments, community associations and the public, in part by facilitating access to information and communications technologies by municipalities and by encouraging cooperation and coordination among national, subregional and regional organizations of mayors and local government;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· We are promoting processes at the microregional and joint community levels for the management of community development resources in the cases of efforts involving several communities.  These efforts are coordinated with local governments, and mechanisms have been established for community consultation and participation. 

· We are facilitating processes of coordination between local governments, with the participation of communities and central government institutions, for the execution of projects.  In other words, we provide coordination between local and national activities.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


2. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for International Standards

Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, all universal and hemispheric human rights instruments, take concrete measures at the national level to promote and strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, including women, children, the elderly, indigenous peoples, migrants, returning citizens, persons with disabilities, and those belonging to other vulnerable or discriminated groups, and note that the use of the term “peoples” in this document cannot be construed as having any implications as to the rights that attach to the term under international law and that the rights associated with the term “indigenous peoples” have a context-specific meaning that is appropriately determined in the multilateral negotiations of the texts of declarations that specifically deal with such rights;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Given the clearer interest in improving and strengthening the protection and promotion of human rights, support has been provided for the mandate of the Third Summit of Heads of State and Governments, held in Québec, Canada, in the area of human rights.  This has been translated into support for the effective operation of the inter-American human rights system, points addressed by the OAS General Assemblies held in Windsor, Canada (2000) and San José, Costa Rica (2001).  As part of our contribution to the inter-American system of human rights, we have been participating in meetings held for this purpose and have given special attention to cases brought before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
	
	The development of human rights at the national level is linked to growing citizen participation and the strengthening of democratic institutions, which are leading to new relationships and demands with respect to the rights and freedoms that the state must ensure and protect.  As part of this effort, at the institutional level, the Office of the Prosecutor for the Defense of Human Rights has been revitalized, with the appointment of a new Prosecutor with a mandate of the highest importance for El Salvador, because this institution has great responsibilities in the field of human rights.  With respect to legislation, the Penal Code and Code of Penal Procedures, in force since 1998, have been amended to criminalize the forced disappearance of and trafficking in children.  The National Civil Police Act includes provisions governing the conduct of agents in protecting individuals in accordance with the law.  Programs and activities have also been developed to strengthen the management systems of state institutions, which are required to contribute to the reports El Salvador has undertaken to submit on compliance with international agreements and conventions on human rights.
	Resources mobilized for this purpose generally come from the state.  Special efforts must be made, however, to raise additional resources.  Some institutional strengthening projects and programs concerning human rights and democratization are conducted with international cooperation funds.  Priorities are established by the sources of these resources according to the activities they consider should be supported, which do not always coincide with the country’s needs.
	There is still not sufficient awareness about human rights provisions, which have been evolving rapidly.  This makes their application by the country's executive and judicial branches difficult.  Another obstacle is the mobilization of resources, which the country lacks in sufficient quantities.  In addition, authorities do not always agree on their allocation in support of international agencies.  They assign priority first to national programs, such as health and education, or to other basic needs of the population.  In particular, the damage caused by the earthquakes in 2001 led to the reprioritization of programs, with emphasis on reconstruction and assistance for affected populations.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Strengthening Human Rights Systems

Mandate: Continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), focusing on: the universalization of the inter-American human rights system, increasing adherence to its founding instruments, complying with the decisions of the Inter-American Court and following up on the recommendations of the Commission, facilitating the access of persons to this protection mechanism and substantially increasing resources to maintain ongoing operations, including the encouragement of voluntary contributions, examining the possibility that the Court and the IACHR will function permanently, and entrust the XXXI General Assembly of the OAS, which will take place in San Jose, Costa Rica, in June of this year, to initiate actions to meet the above-mentioned goals;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The inter-American system of human rights is still not being applied universally in the hemisphere, and the funds requested by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights have yet to be provided. 
	The preceding comments notwithstanding, efforts are being made to guide activities to strengthen and improve the inter-American system of human rights.  The Chairman of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (the Ambassador of El Salvador to the OAS), presented a report on this issue in document CP/CAJP-1815/01, of May 18, 2001.
	A number of national activities to strengthen and improve the inter-American system of human rights have continued.  In March 2002, El Salvador deposited the instrument of ratification of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, with the OAS.

In November 2001, Representatives of El Salvador attended the hearing scheduled by the IACHR, to provide information on cases concerning El Salvador, and in March 2002, we participated in an OAS specialized technical meeting on support for strengthening of the Inter-American System of Human Rights.
	
	Strengthening of the inter-American system of human rights still requires the existence of a favorable political climate and positive attitudes, among the states as well as the organs of the system.  Selective approaches must be avoided.  To ensure productive relations, it is still necessary to establish a degree of confidence.  Another important aspect is the allocation of resources for the Court and Commission on Human Rights.  While there is considerable support for doing so, there are also problems in  providing the resources concerned, given the national priority assigned to covering the population’s basic needs.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Seek to promote and give effect to the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms [also referred to as the United Nations (UN) Declaration on Human Rights Defenders];

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	El Salvador has supported resolutions by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on this issue.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Migration

Mandate: Strengthen cooperation among states to address, with a comprehensive, objective and long-term focus, the manifestations, origins and effects of migration in the region;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The issue of migration is addressed among the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, with explicit reference to the rights of migrants in the hemisphere.  Information has been provided to the OAS Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
.
	The issue of migration is addressed at various regional levels: within the framework of the Regional Conference on Migration (CRM), attended by 11 countries, as well as the Tuxtla Mechanism, established by Central America and Mexico.  Within the framework of the CRM, a number of studies have been conducted, for instance on the impact of El Salvador’s earthquakes on migration.  Since the attacks against the United States in September 2001, special emphasis has been placed within the framework of the CRM on the importance of respecting the dignity of migrants in the fight against terrorism.
	Close coordination is maintained between the Ministry of Foreign Relations, civil society organizations, the General Directorate of Migration, and the Legislative Assembly, to ensure a comprehensive approach to the causes and effects of Salvadoran migration.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote recognition of the value of close cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination in order to ensure protection of the human rights of migrants;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	With the cooperation of Mexico, discussions have been initiated to establish a Central American Consulate in the Vera Cruz area to provide protection to Central American migrants passing through that area.
	In February 2002, a visit was conducted to the border between Mexico and Guatemala.  The Salvadoran delegation was composed of the Minister of Foreign Relations and her technical team, the Director General of Migration, members of the Legislative Assembly's Foreign Relations Committee, and members of the Forum on Migrants.  The purpose of the visit was to ascertain the route taken by Salvadoran migrants traveling to the United States and to exchange experiences and opinions with authorities and members of civil society from both countries. The visit helped to establish closer ties of coordination between national migration authorities. 
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish an inter-American program within the OAS for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, taking into account the activities of the IACHR and supporting the work of the IACHR Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and the UN Special Rapporteur on Migration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The Consul of El Salvador, together with the other Central American Consuls, met with the UN Special Rapporteur on Migration, during her visit to Mexico, to address a number of concerns and proposals for effective action in addressing the migration phenomenon in that country.
	El Salvador responded to the questionnaire on migrant workers as requested by the IACHR Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers.  The questionnaire has provided input for analysis with a view to the signature and ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Commit to undertake the widest possible cooperation and exchange of information among states concerning illegal trafficking networks, including developing preventative campaigns on the dangers and risks faced by migrants, particularly women and children who often can be victims of such trafficking, with a view to eradicating this crime;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	A network of liaison officials operates within the framework of the Regional Conference on Migration to combat trafficking in migrants.  Members of the network meet twice a year.
	All of the institutions involved have expressed favorable opinions, and a letter of plenipotentiary credentials is being prepared to enable our Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations to sign the Additional Protocols to the United Nations Convention against Organized Transnational Crime: (a) Protocol for the Prevention, Elimination, and Punishment of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; (B) Protocol against Illicit Trafficking in Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish linkages with subregional processes, such as the Regional Conference on Migration and the South American Conference on Migration, which are dialogue fora, in order to exchange information on the migration phenomenon, as well as promote cooperation with specialized international organizations, such as the International Organization of Migration (IOM), in order to advance and coordinate implementation efforts of Summit mandates;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of the Regional Conference on Migration, a model document has been prepared on the convergence of regional migration processes, taking into account the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, the South American Conference, and the CRM.
	During a visit to El Salvador conducted by officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, in its capacity as President Pro Tempore of the South American Conference, greater coordination between the two regional processes was requested.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Freedom of Opinion and Expression

Mandate: Continue to support the work of the inter-American human rights system in the area of freedom of expression through the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, as well as proceed with the dissemination of comparative jurisprudence, and seek to ensure that national legislation on freedom of expression is consistent with international legal obligations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	El Salvador has reduced the number of offenses against the freedom of expression.  Journalists in the country are not attacked or threatened for reasons connected with their work.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Ensure that national legislation relating to freedom of expression is applied equitably to all, respecting freedom of expression and access to information of all citizens, and that journalists and opinion leaders are free to investigate and publish without fear of reprisals, harassment or retaliatory actions, including the misuse of anti-defamation laws;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	There is no secondary legislation in this area.  The right to freedom of expression is protected by the Constitution (article 6), but the Penal Code and Code of Criminal Procedures do contain wide-ranging provisions on offenses against honor and dignity.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


3. Justice, Rule of Law and Security of the Individual

Combating the Drug Problem

Mandate: Note with satisfaction the creation and implementation of the MEM, and reiterate their commitment to make this instrument, unique in the world, a central pillar of assistance toward effective hemispheric cooperation in the struggle against all the component elements of the global drug problem;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In early March, we sent the report on evaluation indicators for the Second Round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) to the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), fulfilling our responsibility to send the questionnaire on the date indicated.

The areas covered by the aforementioned indicators are: optimization of national antidrug strategies; demand reduction; drug production and alternative development; supply reduction; the control of pharmaceutical products and chemical substances; control measures; firearms and ammunition; and money-laundering.
	On February 12-19, 2002, at the headquarters of the Salvadoran Antidrug Commission, a workshop on development of the Regional Antidrug Action Plan, First Phase, was held.  The action plan will be carried out by the Permanent Central American Commission for the Eradication of Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Production, Trafficking, Use, and Abuse.
	Starting in 2002, the Antinarcotics Division of the National Civil Police has been carrying out the Strategic Plan 2001-2006, known as the "Pelican Plan", to continue the fight against narcotics trafficking at the national and international levels, with a view to reducing drug use and distribution and heightening awareness about the harm caused by drugs to health and family.

In coordination with the Salvadoran Antidrug Commission, the Antinarcotics Division is implementing the "Supply and Demand Reduction Plan 2002-2008", with a view to reducing the availability of illicit drugs and improving drug control and enforcement.  To ensure that drug supply and demand are addressed on a comprehensive basis, participants in the Plan include the Ministries of Government Affairs, Finance, National Defense, Education, Public Health and Social Assistance, Labor and Social Security; the Vice Ministry of Transportation; the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic; the Supreme Court of Justice, the National Department of the Family; the National Civil Police; the Salvadoran Council for Public Security; the Executive Commission of Autonomous Ports, and NGOs concerned with the issue. 

Since January of this year, the Pelican Plan has resulted in the seizure of 32,587.8 grams of marijuana, with a value of US$37,243.20; 125,348.8 grams of cocaine, with a value of US$3,151,626.97; 10,847.7 grams of marijuana, with a value of US$754,999.92; and 2,646.2 grams of crack, valued at  US$66,533.03.  187 persons have been arrested for narcotics trafficking.

In February of this year, a U.S. plane that took off from the Antinarcotics Monitoring Center at the El Salvador International Airport, in coordination with United States Coast Guard vessels, intercepted a ship with Colombian flag and crew carrying 12.6 metric tons of drugs valued at US$250 million.

GOVERNANCE

· El Salvador has promulgated the Drug Related Activities Regulatory Act, which entered into force on March 24, 1991, and was published in Official Journal No. 52, Volume 310, of March 15, 1991.  The Law provides for criminal sanctions for the commission of criminal acts related to the use, cultivation, production, manufacture, purchase, distribution, importation, exportation, transportation, and supply of drugs.  It also punishes the improper prescription, possession, distribution, and use of drugs, and provides for the prevention, prosecution, and punishment of acts constituting an infraction or offense.

· The Salvadoran Antidrug Commission was created by Decree No. 215, Volume 345, of November 18, 1991.

· Administrative sanctions for the diversion of controlled chemical substances are imposed by the Health Code and the Superior Public Health Council and Professional Physicians Supervision Board Act.

· The Antinarcotics Commission was created to combat and punish narcotics activities.

· The preparation of a draft National Antidrug Plan with the participation of all sectors concerned with the problem.

· Identification of all private landing strips within the country.

· Identification of clandestine drug laboratories.

· Signature of the Cooperation Agreement between the United States of America and El Salvador to Combat Narcotics Activities.

· Implementation of the Secure Borders Plan by the National Civil Police.

· The Plan of the Joint Cuscutlán Task Force, composed of the National Civil Police, the Armed Forces of El Salvador, and the Ministry of Public Security and Justice, is being carried out by El Salvador and Guatemala, which are joining efforts to intercept all aircraft suspected of carrying drugs and exchanging information and cooperation in combating narcotics trafficking.  The Joint Antinarcotics Intelligence Center of the National Civil Police is responsible for exchanging information with the authorities of other countries to compare information concerning routes used by narcotics traffickers in their operations, as well as on the seizure of drugs in transit from other Central American countries.

· An Anti-Money-laundering Act and implementing regulations have been approved as legal measures to prevent national and foreign investments in El Salvador with funds illegally derived from drug-related offenses by any natural or legal, national or foreign person.

· A Financial Investigation Unit for Money-laundering Offenses has been created as an office reporting directly to the Attorney General of the Republic and has been staffed with specialized personnel.  The Unit receives assistance from credit institutions.
	Cooperation is needed for execution of the Regional Antidrug Action Plan, since many of the its activities and measures entail costs for proper and timely execution. 
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Implement the proposals and recommendations found in the national and hemispheric reports, approved by CICAD, in accordance with the specific situation of each country;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· Conclusion of the National Antidrug Plan; approval of the national demand reduction strategy; operation of the Salvadoran Observatory on Drugs; "drugs in the workplace" programs, "in progress"; establishment of minimum standards of care in treatment and rehabilitation, at a level of 80 percent; training for personnel in prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation, continuously "in progress"; establishment of a mechanism to monitor and control illegal crops; study on the magnitude and characteristics of use, "in progress"; strengthening of international cooperation mechanisms; approval of the national demand reduction strategy, among other actions.
	
	Technical and financial cooperation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Ongoing execution
	
	


Mandate: Continue strengthening and reviewing the MEM to monitor national and hemispheric efforts against drugs, and recommend concrete actions to encourage inter-American cooperation and national strategies to combat this scourge;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	· Participation in the third drafting session of the Governmental Experts Group (GEG) to implement the recommendations of the First Round of Evaluation.

· Participation in the process of preparing the evaluation of the Second Round of Evaluation of the MEM.

· Participation in the training workshop for responding to the MEM questionnaire electronically, San José, Costa Rica.

· On February 28, 2002, El Salvador sent its questionnaire on the MEM, duly completed, to the OAS.
	· Workshop for the Drafting of the Regional Action Plan against Drugs CCP/PAR, in San Salvador, on February 11-15, 2002, with the participation of experts from the UNDCP, CICAD/OAS, and SICA, and from the national commissions of Central America; work was performed on the regional strategy and the development of four projects in specific fields of the fight against drugs.  
	· Coordination between the Salvadoran Antidrug Commission (COSA) and the Antinarcotics Division (DAN) of the National Civil Police, to incorporate the Pelican Strategic Plan 2001-2006, developed by the DAN, into the National Antidrug Plan 2001-2008, developed by COSA, to form the Supply And Demand Reduction Plan.  

· Coordination between COSA and FUNDASALVA to exchange experiences and draw on the resources that FUNDASALVA can offer to COSA in order to strengthen implementation of the National Antidrug Plan and the Supply and Demand Reduction Plan 2002-2008
	
	· Technical and financial cooperation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Ongoing execution
	
	


Mandate: Recommend establishing units with financial intelligence functions in countries that have not yet done so, with the support of CICAD and international agencies specialized in this area, and for which, in this context, it is recommended that CICAD and IDB training efforts be expanded;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· Although there has been no work in this area with CICAD and the IDB, the Financial Investigation Unit of the Financial System Superintendency operates in El Salvador.

· The Anti-Money Laundering Act punishes the following acts with 8 to 12 years in prison and a fine of 50 to 2,500 monthly minimum salaries calculated in accordance with article 4 of the Act: "(a) Concealing or disguising in any way the nature, source, location, destination, movement, or apparently legal ownership of funds, assets, or activities related to or directly resulting from criminal activities; (b) acquiring, possessing, and using funds, assets, or rights related thereto, in the knowledge that they have been derived from criminal activities, for the purpose of legitimizing them".

· Similarly, article 186 of the Banking Act (Illegal Collection of Funds) stipulates that the Financial System Superintendency has the authority, when possible violations of the Act are suspected, to initiate the appropriate administrative formalities, reporting to the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic; article 232, with respect to bank secrecy, provides that: "bank secrecy shall not impede the investigation of crimes or the freezing of assets.

· Article 143 of the Nonbank Financial Intermediaries Act provides that bank secrecy shall not impede the investigation of crimes or the freezing of assets.
	
	· Technical and financial cooperation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Ongoing execution
	
	


Mandate: Recommend developing, within the framework of CICAD, a long-term strategy that includes a three-year program to establish a basic and homogeneous mechanism to estimate the social, human and economic costs of the drug problem in the Americas, and to support countries through the necessary technical assistance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	· Lack of resources, technical and financial cooperation and training for specialists in this field.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation and information exchange on policies and actions concerning drug prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and supply control, and develop educational campaigns to promote public awareness of the risk of drug consumption;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Exchange of the MIST Group of the United States Southern Command and personnel of the Juvenile Services Division, to provide support in the design of publicity materials for the prevention of drug use, targeting more than 30,000 students.

Participation in the Seventh Ibero-American Conference on Citizen Security and Democratic Governance.
	
	Implementation of educational programs against drug abuse, targeting more than 280 schools through the DARE program.

Participation in the development and review of public and interinstitutional policies: National Antidrug Plan, National Childcare Policy, and the Intersectoral Committee on Juvenile Offenders.

Creation of the Committee for Interinstitutional Coordination and Monitoring of Agreements to support youth programs.

Development of prevention campaigns with public and private institutions.
	Funds from the National Budget and support from the Agency for International Development (AID).
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support measures to impede organized crime, money-laundering, the diversion of chemical precursors, the financing of armed groups, and other illicit activities resulting from drug and arms trafficking;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation in conferences and courses concerning the fight against narcotics activity.

Regional Training Program for the Detection of Smuggling at Borders-Texas; Antidrug Conference-Italy.
	Formulation of the regional plan to combat organized crime-Association of Chiefs of Police of Central America.

Objectives of the plan:

Eradication of marijuana crops.

Control of ports.

Control of airports.

Control of roads.

Control of vehicles and registration on highways, at borders, and “blind passes”.

Participation in courses: techniques and procedures for the detection of drugs applicable at border stations -Guatemala.
	Coordination of joint plans with the Armed Forces for the fight against narcotics activity.

Formulation of the plan for antinarcotics operations in high incidence areas: Falcon Plan.

Control of roads.

Control of crops.

Control of ports.

Control of airports.

Control of vehicles.

The country has participated in various training programs.
	Funds from the national budget.
	One of the main obstacles is the relative unavailability of vehicles and radiocommunication equipment.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES 

Cooperation from citizens.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Transnational Organized Crime

Mandate: Encourage all countries in the Hemisphere to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, its Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, as well as the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, once that protocol is open for signature;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The objective of the plan is to protect the lives and property of natural and legal persons.  The crimes covered include smuggling; money-laundering; narcotics activity; bank robbery; armored car robbery; robbery and destruction of vehicles; kidnapping; trafficking in weapons, ammunition, explosives, and similar materials; trafficking in cultural property; and trafficking in migrants.
	The Association of Chiefs of Police of Central America and the Caribbean is preparing to implement the "Regional Plan against Organized Crime", based on the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

Under this plan, work will be conducted in coordination among police institutions in the region against various crimes, using all of the technical and human resources available in an efficient manner, based on cooperation in the investigation of crimes and criminals in each of the Central American countries.

The objective of the plan is to protect the lives and property of natural and legal persons.  The crimes covered include smuggling; money-laundering; narcotics activity; bank robbery; armored car robbery; robbery and destruction of vehicles; kidnapping; trafficking in weapons, ammunition, explosives, and similar materials; trafficking in cultural property; and trafficking in migrants.

The strategies of the plan include the strengthening of specialized units; the harmonization of information requirements; establishment of a shared database on criminals and their crimes; modus operandi; the systematization of communication and information mechanisms; the execution of bilateral or multilateral coordinated border operations; and training for police personnel.
	Within the framework of the Commission of Police Directors of Central America and the Caribbean, El Salvador is carrying out the components of the Regional Plan against Organized Crime.  This plan was developed on the basis of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

The Pelican Plan, carried out by the Antinarcotics Division of the National Civil Police, is part of a national initiative to combat transnational organized crime in the area of drugs.
	Given the responsibility of every government to fight against common and organized crime, each country carries out the activities using its own resources.  However, training in the various areas covered by the regional plan is important.
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Proper operational coordination between national institutions engaged in the fight against transnational organized crime in its various manifestations.  A few examples are cited below:

The Ministry of Finance, with support from the National Civil Police and Armed Forces of El Salvador, and on the basis of the "100 Plan", is physically inspecting all imported merchandise entering our country, or in transit through our country to other countries within or outside the region, at all land, sea, and air customs stations, to prevent illicit trafficking in weapons, explosives, drugs, and other potentially dangerous and lethal materials.

Establishment of permanent special controls at land and sea border points frequently used by smugglers, known as "blind passes".  These operations have been coordinated with the Ministry of Finance, General Directorate of Migration, and the National Civil Police, with support from the Armed Forces of El Salvador.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Most of the nine components of the regional plan are already being executed at the national level by Central American police institutions.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Prevention of Violence

Mandate: Encourage greater use of community-based policing, to develop increased dialogue and interaction of law enforcement authorities with civil society and local communities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Training in community-based policing has been received in Spain and the United States.
	Visits by Honduran and Guatemalan police officers to observe community-based policing in El Salvador.
	Community-Based Policing project, implemented in more than 290 communities.

Citizen Participation Workshops.

Problem Solving Workshops.

Citizen Consultation Forums.

Meetings between mobile units and various communities to observe problems on-site.

Coordination with nongovernmental organizations and international institutions for the development of projects to prevent domestic violence affecting children as well as adults.
	Funds from the National Budget and support from the International Criminal Investigation Training Program.
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Acceptance by the participating population.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


4. Hemispheric Security

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

Mandate: Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of all issues related to approaches to international security in the Hemisphere, as defined at the Santiago Summit;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Continuous coordination between the Ministries of Foreign Relations and National Defense to follow up on the mutual confidence-building and other measures included in the Declarations of Santiago and San Salvador.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue with priority activities on conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes, respond to shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and support measures to improve human security;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes:  the Ministry of National Defense participated in the Conferences of Ministers of Defense of the Americas to follow up on their commitments under the declarations of these conferences.
	Conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes: permanent participation by the Ministry of National Defense in the meetings of the Security Commission, an institution under the Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America; and within the framework of the Conference of Central American Armed Forces, meetings of the Superior Council, Executive Committee, and specialized activities, and follow-up with respect to mutual confidence-building measures as a requisite for integration.

Shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and support measures to improve human security: creation and operation of the Humanitarian and Rescue Unit of the Conference of the Central American Armed Forces (UHR-CFAC); adoption of the Central American Plan for Integral Cooperation to Prevent Terrorism; dissemination of information on the activities of the UHR-CFAC in the workshop on Military Support for Civilian Authorities in the Event of Disasters (Costa Rica, May 2001); and activation of the UHR-CFAC to deal with terrorism situations.
	Conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes: Follow-up with respect to national, regional, and hemispheric situations by the National Security Council; and regular meetings with the Ministry of Foreign Relations.
Shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and support measures to improve human security: execution of the Pueblo Valiente and Tanasí operations to assist populations affected by the earthquake and construct 75,250 temporary housing facilities; development of Invierno and San Bernardo contingency plans to deal with floods and other disasters; support for the national police in executing the Guardian Plans to strengthen citizen security; and a project to develop a plan to mitigate the effects of the El Niño meteorological phenomenon.
	National Defense Budget.
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

The Armed Forces contribute to Salvadoran foreign policy in the area of defending national sovereignty and territorial integrity by diplomatic means.  Institutional capacity of the Armed Forces to deal with disaster situations and contribute to the human security of the affected population.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Continuous execution.
	
	


Mandate: Improve the transparency and accountability of defense and security institutions and promote greater understanding and cooperation among government agencies involved in security and defense issues, through such means as increased sharing of defense policy and doctrine papers, information and personnel exchanges, including, where feasible, cooperation and training for participation in UN peace-keeping activities and to respond better to  legitimate security and defense needs, by improving transparency of arms acquisitions in order to improve confidence and security in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation in the meetings of the Conferences of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, the American Armies, and the American Armed Forces Cooperation System.

Institutional representation before the Inter-American Defense Board.
	Dissemination, within the framework of the defense policy, of the document "The Salvadoran Nation, its Defense, Security, and Development", during the Third Meeting of Ministers of Defense of the Americas and the Nineteenth Meeting of the Central American Security Commission.

Presentation of the project profile for achieving a reasonable balance of force and reporting on compliance with the program of confidence-building measures, organizational structure and budget, in meetings of the Central American Security Commission.

Follow-up on regional security issues within the framework of the Central American Security Commission.

Within the framework of the Conference of Central American Armed Forces (CFAC), held meetings of the Superior Council, Executive Committee, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Air Force, Navy and Specialized Activities.
	Execution of the Arce Plan 2005 by the Armed Forces as an instrument of institutional modernization.

Within the framework of the Conference of Central American Armed Forces (CFAC), held meetings of the Superior Council, Executive Committee and Specialized Activities, and followed up on Confidence-Building Measures as a requisite for integration.

Preparation of the document "The Salvadoran Nation, its Defense, Security, and Development".

Course on Security and Development at the College of Advanced Strategic Studies, for professionals, civilians, and military personnel.

Presentation of reports on compliance with Confidence Building Measures, Convention of Ottawa (Articles 7 and 8) and the Register of Conventional Weapons, Military Expenditures, to the Ministry of Foreign Relations for presentation to international organizations.
	National Defense Budget
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Institutional Modernization.  Information on the work of the Armed Forces.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Continuous execution
	
	


Mandate: Continue promoting greater degrees of confidence and security in the Hemisphere, inter alia through sustained support for measures, such as those set forth in the Santiago and San Salvador Declarations on Confidence and Security Building Measures (CSBMs), and for existing mechanisms, agreements and funds, and consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, giving full support to the UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all Its Aspects to be held in July 2001, bearing in mind the results of the Regional Preparatory Meeting of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Brasilia in November 2000, and the work of the OAS, which contributed a regional perspective to the discussions;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Compliance with the confidence and security building measures included in the Declarations of Santiago and San Salvador.
	Compliance with the program of confidence and security building measures established by the Security Commission as an agency under the Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America.
	Compliance with confidence and security building measures.

Presentation of reports within the framework of the Convention of Ottawa.

Execution of an Anti-Personnel Mine Destruction Plan by the Armed Forces.

Ratification of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, by the Legislative Assembly (Executive Decision 1182, Legislative Degree 694.  Official Journal, Vol. 364, 14, January 22, 2002).

Holding of the Annual Central American Security Conference, San Salvador, August 2001. 
	National Defense Budget
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Strengthening the climate of confidence among the Armed Forces in the region.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Continuous execution. 
	
	


Mandate: Strongly support the Third Meeting of State Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, to be held in September 2001 in Managua, Nicaragua, and the Review Conference of the 1980 UN Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, to be held in December 2001 in Geneva; as well as the efforts of the OAS to pursue the goal of the conversion of the Western Hemisphere into an anti-personnel- landmine-free zone;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation in the Third Meeting of the States Parties to the Convention of Ottawa and the presentation of reports pursuant to articles 7 and 8 of the Convention.
	Follow-up, within the framework of the Central American Security Commission, on the initiative to obtain technical and financial cooperation to help eliminate minefields in the region.

Institutional participation of the Armed Forces in the Demining Assistance Program in Central America in connection with the Mission for Assistance in the Removal of Mines in Central America (MARMINCA) 
	Institutional participation in the Third Conference of the Convention of Ottawa; continuous follow-up in this regard and submission of the corresponding reports; the Armed Forces also executed the Antipersonnel Mine Destruction Plan.
	National Defense Budget.
	Financial resources for execution of the mine victim rehabilitation programs under the Convention of Ottawa are inadequate.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Obtain financial resources for the implementation of mine victim rehabilitation and assistance programs.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Call for an experts meeting, before the Special Conference on Security, as a follow-up to the regional conferences of Santiago and San Salvador on CSBMs, in order to evaluate implementation and consider next steps to further consolidate mutual confidence;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Continuous coordination between the Ministries of Foreign Relations and National Defense.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote financial support to the OAS Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes, established to provide financial resources to assist with defraying the inherent costs of proceedings previously agreed to by the parties concerned for the peaceful resolution of territorial disputes among OAS member states;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Continuous coordination between the Ministries of Foreign Relations and National Defense.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the work leading up to the Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas to take place in Chile, as well as meetings that will take place subsequently;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation of the Ministry of National Defense in the four meetings held by the Defense Ministers of the Americas.
	Follow-up, within the framework of the Executive Committee of the Conference of Armed Forces of Central America, on the commitments undertaken in the declarations of the Meetings of Defense Ministers of the Americas . 
	The Government of El Salvador, through the Ministry of National Defense, has participated in, and provided follow-up in connection with, the declarations adopted at the four Meetings of Defense Ministers of the Americas .

Ratification of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions by the Legislative Assembly (Executive Decision 1182, Legislative Degree 694.  Official Journal, Vols. 364, 14, January 22, 2002).

In the process of planning institutional participation in the preparatory meeting for the Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas .
	National Defense Budget
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Dissemination of information on the work of the Armed Forces and its institutional profile at the regional and hemispheric levels.

Mutual confidence building.

Exchange of experiences in the areas of defense, disasters, etc.

Fulfillment of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Williamsburg.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Second half of 2002.
	
	


Fight Against Terrorism

Mandate: Support the work initiated by the Inter‑American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) established within the OAS as a result of the Commitment of Mar del Plata adopted in 1998, and encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat and eliminate all forms of terrorism, taking into account the approval of the Statute and Work Plan of CICTE;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Within the framework of the OAS, El Salvador served as Chair of the Work Plan Committee of the CICTE.

During the meeting of the second regular session of the SICTE, one of the most complete reports on fulfillment of the mandate of the Consultation Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Relations in October 2001.

An offer for the country to host the next meeting of the CICTE was officially confirmed by a note dated February 12, 2002.
	At the regional level we now have in place the Central American Plan for Integral Cooperation in the Prevention of Terrorism and Related Activities, which aims to improve migration controls, the exchange of information, the strengthening of airport security standards, and activities to combat organized crime and prevent terrorism.  Implementation of the Plan is assigned to the Subcommittee on Defense and Legal Security of the Central American Security Commission.

Ministry of National Defense

Contribution of the Ministry of National Defense in the preparation and adoption of the Central American Plan for Integral Cooperation in the Prevention of Terrorism and Related Activities, within the framework of the Central American Security Commission.
	An interinstitutional group against terrorism was created and is composed of the following institutions: Ministry of Foreign Relations, Ministry of Government Affairs, Ministry of National Defense, Ministry of Finance, National Civil Police, General Directorate of Migration, State Intelligence Agency, Attorney General of the Republic, and the Financial Superintendency.

Activities have also been conducted at the national level in the fight against terrorism, and in particular with respect to its financing, legal environment, and cooperation in the exchange of intelligence and information and migration controls, such as consultation on visas, limitation on the sale of tourism cards, security operatives at frontier ports, investigation of bank accounts, etc.

Ministry of National Defense

Participation in the National Security Commission and the Interinstitutional Group against Terrorism.

Activation of the Humanitarian Rescue Unit of the Conference of Central American Armed Forces (UHR-CFAC).

Contribution of the Armed Forces to Execution of the 100 and Falcon Plans (control of vehicles, airport security, inspection of travelers and baggage, merchandise inspection controls, Customs controls, replacement of private security guards - El Salvador International Airport, by elements of the Army and National Civil Police (400 officers); and execution of the Central American Plan for Integral Cooperation to Prevent Terrorism and Related Activities.
	Ministry of National Defense.

National Defense Budget.
	RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Prevention of terrorist acts

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Continuous execution.
	
	


Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, those international agreements related to the fight against terrorism, in accordance with their respective internal legislation;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Active participation in discussions on the Draft Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism.
	
	El Salvador has ratified nine United Nations conventions on terrorism, and one OAS convention on terrorism.  Three U.N. conventions are pending ratification and are currently under study with a view to accession or ratification: Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials, signed in Vienna on March 3, 1980; International Convention to Prevent Terrorist Attacks Committed with Bombs; and the International Convention for the Prevention of Terrorism Financing.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


5. Civil Society

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes

Mandate: Develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS, other multilateral organizations and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system, as well as in the political, economic and social development of their communities and countries, fostering representativeness and facilitating the participation of all sectors of society; and increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive, absorb and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the use of information and communications technologies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of Plan Puebla Panamá, support has been requested from the UNDP for civil society consultation events; this program has proposed a Civil Society Information, Consultation, and Participation System (ICP), to provide information and promote the active participation of civil society in the PPP process, to strengthen capacity and gain political and social support for the Plan.
	Work is currently underway on a Plan of Action to carry out the consultation activities in each country. A message and public information campaign are being developed on the advantages offered by the Plan to the population of Mesoamerica.  It has been decided in the first stage to develop a message for the general public on the benefits of the Plan, in order to generate domestic support.  In a second stage, messages will be developed to attract investment and ensure private participation in the projects to be conducted under the Plan.
	Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala have received US$70,000 from the IDB for execution of the consultation and participation activities.
	Efforts are still underway to find innovative financing alternatives and ensure greater participation by private enterprise.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


6. Trade, Investment and Financial Stability

Economic and Financial Stability

Mandate: Welcome and support the work of our Ministers of Finance, who met in Toronto, Canada on April 3-4, 2001, to promote financial and economic stability as well as strong and sustainable growth, as fundamental preconditions for accelerated development and poverty reduction, and to ensure that the benefits of globalization are broadly and equitably distributed to all our people;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	At the extraregional level, the government is directing its efforts toward the implementation of Plan Puebla Panamá, a project with the aim of integrating Central America and southeastern Mexico through free trade and sustainable development, while creating opportunities to strengthen the mechanism for attracting investment in human capital and technology.

The Minister of Finance has held meetings with his counterparts in the region and in Mexico with a view to approaching international financial agencies in the search for financial assistance for the most immediate projects, within the context of the vision for Central American unity embodied in Plan Puebla Panamá.

The main objectives of Plan Puebla Panamá include social human development, the sustainable management of natural resources, economic growth, and distribution of the benefits of economic growth.

Planned activities include Mesoamerican Sustainable Development Initiatives, Human Development, Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, Tourism Promotion, Trade Facilitation, Integration of Road Systems, Interconnection of Electric Power, and Integration of Telecommunication Services. 
	The government is directing its efforts toward the consolidation of regional integration, with sound economic and trade policies creating conditions for the negotiation of new free trade agreements with the United States and Canada and other regions of the world.  This offers foreign trade prospects with great potential, providing a significant tool for achieving higher levels of sustained economic growth.

As a complement to the foregoing, social development policies are being promoted and greater public investments are being made in infrastructure, as well as in human capital, effectively helping to improve living conditions for the Salvadoran population.  Regional integration is also a key factor in this process, as a means to create a Central American economic block that will facilitate the region's entry into the globalized world economy.

The Secretariat of the Central American Integration System is supporting these efforts by raising funds for integration projects, which also include regional institution building and the strengthening of civil society.

Work is also underway to establish a common external tariff and to harmonize such taxes as the VAT.  In that sense, to eliminate the boundaries between Central Americans, El Salvador has implemented a peripheral customs system with Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, to exercise unified control over the movement of merchandise and the payment of taxes, while applying a common trade policy and regulation concerning intellectual property ,rules of origin, etc.

Another project to build on the benefits of regional integration relates to the Electric Power Interconnection System for the Countries of Central America, through which El Salvador will provide support for the establishment and gradual consolidation of the regional electric power market, and the establishment of infrastructure (transmission lines and substations) to facilitate exchanges of electric power.

The Government will guarantee the loans to be obtained by the Executive Commission for Río Lempa Electric Power from the IDB to finance the project, which will also significantly advance Plan Puebla Panamá and contribute, at the national level, to generate employment, lower operating costs, and reduce the rates charged to end-users.
	The Government of El Salvador administers a disciplined fiscal policy to help support the country’s macroeconomic stability and as an essential condition for economic growth.  With this in view, fiscal reforms have been carried out to give continuity to the program of reforms carried out in the 1990s, which were designed to improve tax administration and increase tax collection, which is fundamental to the strengthening of public finances.

Accordingly, VAT tax exemptions and the 75,000 income tax exemption for legal persons were eliminated; the Tax Code was created to improve enforcement; a Customs Simplification Act was reformed, the Smuggling Prevention Act was repealed and the Special Law for the Punishment of Customs Infractions was adopted.  Work is also underway to modernize administrative and information technology systems in the various areas of Public Finance.

An analysis is also underway of additional fiscal measures to strengthen revenue collection and reduce public spending in order to balance the public finances and lay the basis for sustained economic growth over time.

The Ministry of Finance has put a public spending austerity policy into place, mainly in the area of current spending, which is being reallocated to the expansion of basic social services and national reconstruction, to ensure that the majority of the population has access to health care and education as a contribution to reducing the levels of poverty.

The education and health-care sectors and the public transportation and human resource systems are also being reformed.  The decentralization of development is being promoted with the participation of municipal governments and civil society in general.  The central government transfers resources to the country’s municipalities in the amount of roughly 6 percent of anually budgeted current revenue.

Other government activities are designed to maintain legal and citizen security with a stable financial system and strengthened enforcement by such state institutions as the Financial System Superintendency, the Securities Superintendency, and the Pensions Superintendency.

The Monetary Integration Act, which entered into force in January 2000, is another instrument that is helping to maintain economic and financial stability in the country.  Consolidation of the monetary integration process is favorably influencing foreign investor expectations, particularly since the country has the most competitive interest rates, the lowest transaction costs, with inflation and the fiscal deficit under control, and the lowest country risk in Latin America. 
	The various national and regional integration projects are being funded by such international financing agencies as the IDB, BCIE, World Bank, AID, and others, as well as resources from the General Budget.

The Government of El Salvador is guarantor for the loans being obtained by public institutions, and their budgetary impact is considered to fall within the debt levels established in the Public Debt Policy.
	Obstacles encountered in the implementation of fiscal reform programs or other measures requiring legislative approval, include delays in discussion and final approval.  There have also been obstacles to the execution of projects suffering from delays in the disbursement of certain external loans.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

The positive results expected from projects like Plan Puebla Panamá include: the creation of opportunities to strengthen mechanisms for the attraction of investment in human capital and technology to raise worker productivity; strengthen programs to systematically combat poverty and social exclusion; and support regional integration.

Free trade agreements offer great potential for increasing economic growth rates and promoting social development.

The higher level of public investment in infrastructure and human capital will help to raise living standards and generate sources of employment and income.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The VAT and income tax reforms, as well as the Customs reforms, were approved in 2001.  The public spending austerity policy has been applied on a permanent basis since 2000, and other measures, such as the elimination of subsidies and debt restructuring, were also approved in 2001.  It is projected that the remaining additional fiscal measures to strengthen revenue collection and reduce public spending, which are now under analysis, will be implemented in 2003.

Plan Puebla Panamá is in progress and the representatives of the ministries of finance have defined the course of action to be taken in pursuit of the short-term objectives.  A medium-term agenda is being defined for projects requiring more analysis.  Since the meeting of the Presidents in San Salvador, follow-up meetings have been held in Washington: the Executive Commission for Plan Puebla Panamá on July 14-19, 2001.  Representatives of the multilateral agencies and bilateral donors also met.
	
	


Mandate: Recognize the value of efforts undertaken to advance Hemispheric integration, including improved access to goods, services, capital and technology, to achieve the full range of social and other objectives;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Plan Puebla Panamá provides for the development of major infrastructure works and the coordination of policies and measures in the areas of Customs, trade, transportation, communication, social welfare, the environment, and tourism, with a view to connecting the eight participating countries with each other, the region, the hemisphere, and the world, and thus transform Mesoamerica into a world-level logistical center providing high-quality services inter alia to the marine and air traffic, trade, capital, and tourists that traverse the region, taking advantage of its strategic geographical position.  The Plan consists of eight areas of action or initiatives, which in turn comprise 27 initial projects, including sustainable and human development, disaster prevention, tourism, trade facilitation, road systems integration, energy, and telecommunications.

There are three priorities for work: (a) finalize the development of the 27 initial projects under the Plan; (b) define alternatives and conduct activities to obtain the necessary financing, without creating an excessive burden on national budgets; and (c) develop mechanisms for information dissemination, consultation, and civil society participation in the activities and projects.  With respect to execution times, priority has been given to initiatives for the development of infrastructure, considered to be the backbone of the Plan and the key to attracting resources for the other initiatives and development of the region.
	Eight subcommittees have been established to follow-up on each initiative within each country, formed by technical focal points each coordinated by a Commissioner responsible for the initiative, as follows:

Sustainable development: Nicaragua; human development: Mexico; disaster prevention and mitigation: Panama; tourism: Belize; trade facilitation: Honduras; road systems integration: Costa Rica; energy integration: Guatemala; integration of telecommunications services: El Salvador.
	The initial cost of the PPP is estimated at approximately  US$4,335 million.  The IDB has created an exchange with more than  US$4,000 million to finance projects under the Plan.  The BCIE has offered US$64 million.  Most of the costs correspond to the infrastructure works:  US$3,915 million for road infrastructure and US$335 million for electric power; in the area of telecommunications, the private sector will bear the cost of infrastructure development.
	The cost of the infrastructure works is covered by the funds from the IDB and the counterpart resources of each of the participating countries, although other sources and innovative financing alternatives continue to be sought, particularly involving private participation in the projects.  As more favorable funding sources are found, they will be used in place of those currently available.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Corporate Social Responsibility

Mandate: Convene a meeting as early as feasible in 2002 with the support of the OAS, the IDB and other relevant inter‑American organizations involving representatives from governments, civil society, including mainly the business community, to deepen dialogue on corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere, raise awareness of key issues to be determined and discuss ways to promote the development, adoption and implementation by the business community of principles of good conduct that will advance corporate social and environmental responsibility;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The First Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility for Central America and the Caribbean was held in El Salvador as a regional effort to heighten awareness about and reflect on the decisive role played by enterprises, and in particular entrepreneurs, in the dynamic of developing a more human reality.

Government and private enterprise representatives from throughout Central America and the Caribbean participated.
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


7. Infrastructure and Regulatory Environment

Telecommunications

Mandate: Propose measures designed to modernize national laws, as appropriate, based on principles such as: permanence of strong and independent regulatory bodies; a pro‑competitive approach, including the adoption of rules on dominant operators; a flexible regulatory framework consistent with technological convergence, and to develop human and institutional capacity in support of these principles;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Reform of the Telecommunications Act, Legislative Decree No. 387.
	The work will be self-funded, with occasional use of consultants specialized in telecommunications legislation.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Facilitate the upgrading of human resources in the telecommunications sector through ongoing training programs on telecommunications policy, regulation, management and technology, and request the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), in coordination with national agencies, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)'s Centre of Excellence for the Americas, and in partnership with regional and subregional organizations and the private sector, to create a focal point for information on human resource development programs to foster exchanges of information on relevant training programs among governments, universities, industry associations and the private sector, in order to assist countries of the Americas in meeting the growing need for trained and competent personnel in the rapidly changing knowledge‑based economy;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Courses: basic negotiations in WTO, RDSI, spectrum management, radiocommunication (seminar), systems design, and data communication.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Take measures striving to implement the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for Conformity Assessment developed by CITEL without prejudice to each participant`s sovereign right to regulate its own telecommunications sector, and encourage discussion of adequate standards to ensure interoperability for existing and future telecommunications networks and the timely introduction of technology in new and existing markets, taking into account the regulations and recommendations of the ITU and other appropriate standard-setting bodies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement has been adopted and sent, in accordance with CITEL, on October 25, 2000.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the convening of the ITU World Summit on the Information Society to be held in 2003, which will focus on the use of information and communications technologies for social and economic development;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	In accordance with the CITEL Assembly decision in 2002, support will be provided to all activities to improve the use of information technology in the ITU World Summit, which will be held in 2003.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recommend that our national bodies work within CITEL to prepare guidelines on Universal Service, based on principles to be developed by CITEL and develop a clear definition of the responsibilities of governments and private entities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The results of the pilot plan prepared by the ITU and implemented in the Republic of Honduras are being analyzed.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Instruct, as appropriate, our telecommunications authorities and our relevant regulatory bodies, working within our regional and sub‑regional agencies and organizations to develop and implement before the next Summit of the Americas a cooperative and collaborative program to support a connectivity agenda for the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of Plan Puebla Panamá, in the area of telecommunications, a Regional Fiber-optic Network is being built independently in each country according to their respective needs.  Intergovernmental action is required to coordinate finalization of the project.  The operating companies in Guatemala and El Salvador have built their sections of the Regional Fiber-optic Network, and in Costa Rica, the state enterprise is building its section.  Honduras and Nicaragua are waiting for their state enterprises to takes on strategic partners.  In Panama, connection at the border with Costa Rica (300 kilometers) is pending.  The rest of the network is built.  In the case of Mexico, the infrastructure will be private.
	A commission is being established to standardize the regulations on telecommunications in order to implement a "Central American fiber-optic project as part of Plan Puebla Panamá".  As part of this Plan, commissioners have been appointed and assigned to monitor each of the PPP initiatives.  El Salvador is responsible for the issue of telecommunication services integration. 
	
	Efforts continue to seek innovative financing alternatives and greater private-sector participation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request ministries or departments responsible for telecommunications and appropriate regulatory bodies to cooperate, within CITEL, in order to clarify and simplify rules governing the provision of satellite services in our countries, and work to complete the development of a Hemispheric Web site including each country’s requirements and forms of application for licensing to provide satellite-based telecommunications services;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	A logistical and physical project and the essential requisites for this information system need to be defined, and human and material resources need to be allocated for its design, implementation, and operation/maintenance.
	
	The necessary information on requirements for the provision of satellite services will be maintained on the SIGET Web site.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Emphasize the need to develop proper infrastructure and high safety standards as a principal priority for the WHTI's work program, while recognizing the importance of human and institutional capacity development in ensuring the safety of transportation services;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of the highway corridor envisaged in Plan Puebla Panamá, each country is working to improve its highway system.  The most concrete progress has been made in El Salvador and Mexico, where major investments have been made to improve and maintain highways.
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Energy

Mandate: Recognize that in pursuing the regional integration of energy markets, issues such as market reform and stability, regulatory reform and trade liberalization will be addressed; support and endorse the Hemispheric Energy Initiative  which promotes policies and practices to advance such integration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The most advanced projects under Plan Puebla Panamá are those in the area of electric power and telecommunications infrastructure.  With regard to energy, during the SICA - Caricom Summit, held in Belize on February 5, 2002, the Central American presidents signed a declaration undertaking to take the measures necessary to sign loan agreements with Spain and the IDB as soon as possible for the financing of this project.  The last connection segment of the SIEPAC was inaugurated in El Salvador and Honduras on April 13, 2002, completing the physical connection of the system.

The electric power interconnection project for Honduras and El Salvador will be completed in April 2002.
	Participation in the establishment and operation of the "Regional Electric Power Interconnection Commission, a regional agency created under the Framework Treaty for the Central American Electric Power Market.
	
	Efforts continue to seek innovative financing alternatives and greater private-sector participation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


8. Disaster Management

Mandate: Develop the capacity to forecast, prepare for and mitigate the potential impacts of natural and man‑made hazards; promote vulnerability reduction; adopt and enforce better building codes and standards; ensure appropriate land‑use practices; inventory and evaluate the vulnerability of critical facilities and infrastructure; estimate climate change variability and sea‑level rise and assess their possible impacts; and in pursuit of the above, create the requisite legal framework and establish the cooperative mechanisms to access and share advances in science and technology and their application in the early warning, preparedness for and mitigation of these hazards;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	In the process of updating construction standards, formulating the National Plan for Territorial Organization and supplemental legislation.

COEN has an organizational structure for emergency preparedness and assistance at the national, departmental, and local levels.

Development of socioenvironmental laws for protection against natural disasters.

Creation of civil protection academies to provide training in risk prevention, disaster preparedness, and environmental management in disasters.

Projects under execution and completed with support from international institutions and agencies.

Development and implementation of early alert systems.

Regional Inventory of information sources and training centers: project in formulation.

Training has been provided at the institutional level on model disaster inventories (Desinventar and Radius).

The MARN Environmental Information System has up-to-date information generated by state-of-the-art technology.

Development of, and regional, subregional, and national training in, disaster models.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the exchange of information on the vulnerability of infrastructure exposed to disasters as well as the early warning capacity, particularly in the border areas of the countries of the Americas, in order to design specific prevention measures in the fields of engineering and legislation with the aim of reducing the socio-economic impact of natural disasters;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	COEN and MARN-MAG have worked on the formulation of emergency plans for 163 municipalities out of a total 262. 

Aside from their own revenues, the municipalities account for six percent of the National Budget, distributed among all municipalities.

There are risk maps for municipalities with emergency plans.

Creation of the New Technical Institution for natural disaster prevention, encompassing all of the technical scientific institutions.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has a procedures manual for cases of disasters.

There is an external relations office for the reception of humanitarian aid.  

Article 55 of the Environment Act mandates the preparation of prevention and environmental contingency plans.

Creation and development of programs of activities designed to reduce the risk in the communities most exposed to disasters.

Development and implementation of the civil protection systems.

Identification of vulnerable areas, disaster mitigation, and reduction of the vulnerability in agriculture.

Workshops and national training courses held in emergency prevention, mitigation, and assistance.

Preparation of the risk maps with their statistics.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish or strengthen, where appropriate, partnerships with all relevant actors, including the private sector, technical professional associations, regional institutions, civil society, educational and research institutions and other multilateral coordinating agencies such as the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in the development and implementation of disaster management policies and programs at the national and community levels, and promote greater awareness and effective integration of these policies and programs among national policy makers, local authorities, communities and media, and promote  the insurance and reinsurance of the social and economic infrastructure as well as the decentralization of information and decision-making;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Existing atmospheric, seismic, and vulcanological monitoring systems.

There have been recent university research initiatives on the subject of disasters at the graduate thesis level.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the development of telecommunications for humanitarian assistance; actively encourage greater use and interoperability of telecommunications and other technologies and information systems that allow the observation and monitoring of different natural phenomena; use early warning systems such as remote sensing imagery, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) based data necessary to address and prevent emergencies; promote the compatibility of these systems in the planning and response to emergency operations among governments, specialized agencies, relevant international organizations, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and, in this spirit, consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	By Legislative Decree No. 229, of December 14, 2002, published in Official Journal No. 24, Volume 350, of February 1, 2001, El Salvador ratified the Tampere Agreement on the Supply of Telecommunication Resources for the Mitigation of Catastrophes and Disaster Rescue Operations.

By Legislative Decree No. 229, of December 14, 2002, published in Official Journal No. 24, Volume 350, of February 1, 2001, El Salvador ratified the Tampere Agreement on the Supply of Telecommunication Resources for the Mitigation of Catastrophes and Disaster Rescue Operations.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


9. Environmental Foundation for Sustainable Development

Environment and Natural Resources Management

Mandate: Resolve, as parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to pursue its objectives in accordance with its provisions and to address the issue of climate change as a priority for action, working constructively through international processes in order to make the necessary progress to ensure a sound and effective response to climate change; recognize the vulnerabilities in all our countries, in particular of Small Island Developing States and low‑lying coastal states, and the need to support the conduct of vulnerability assessments, the development and implementation of adaptation strategies, capacity building and technology transfer;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Preparation of the First Communication by El Salvador on Climate Change.  Transmitted to the Secretariat for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in April 2000.  It contains:

National inventory of greenhouse gases for 1994.

New climatalogical study on El Salvador for the period 1961-1990.

Climate change scenarios for El Salvador in 2020, 2050, and 2100.

Socioeconomic scenarios for El Salvador in 2020.

Evaluation of the impact of climate change on the agricultural sector in El Salvador's coastal areas.

Evaluation of the impact of climate change on food security in El Salvador.

Greenhouse gas emissions scenarios for the energy sector in El Salvador in 2020.

Strategic courses of action for the mitigation of climate change in El Salvador's energy sector.

Creation of the Climate Change and Clean Development Units, with a state budget, within the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.

Establishment of an Intersectoral Climate Change Committee for one year (currently being redefined per current circumstances).

Training and technical assistance, in situ and abroad, to national experts in the science of climate change, including the natural, environmental, social, and economic sciences; as well as methodological aspects, use of methods and tools (models).

Establishment of technical cooperation agreements with national universities to conduct joint activities for the promotion of scientific and technological development in the area of climate change.

A diagnostic assessment of national capacity needed for the development of climate change adaptation strategies.

Technical review of the national inventory of greenhouse gases, measured against the attributes of a good inventory, based on the Best Practices Manual of the Intergovernmental Panel of Experts on Climate Change.

Active participation in negotiations on the international agenda on climate change 

Ratification of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (August 10, 1995) and the Kyoto Protocol (September 17, 1998) by the Government of El Salvador.

Inclusion of the issue of protecting the atmosphere in the Environment Act and general regulations, and as part of this issue, the mandatory role of the state in coordinating the development and execution of a national climate change plan (article 47 (c) of the Environment Act), as well as preparation of the emissions inventories (article 46 of the Environment Act) to make pollution control more effective.

Participation in thematic workshops on the issues under negotiation for the agenda on climate change, such as technology development and transfer, greenhouse gas inventories, mitigation policies and measures, vulnerability and adaptation, etc.

Participation in the establishment of a network of climate change coordinators for eight countries in the Mesoamerican region and Cuba.

Creation of capacity for the development of national climate change adaptation strategies in Central America, Mexico, and Cuba.  The feasibility phase was completed in September 2001.  Execution of the project will begin in January 2002.

Strengthening of National Climate Observation Systems.  The project is currently in the feasibility phase.  In the case of Central America, the activities of this phase will be executed during the first half of 2002.  The executing agencies are the IPCC and the Secretariat of the Global Climate Observing System.

Improvement of the capacity of human populations on the coasts of the Gulf of Fonseca, on the Central American Pacific, to adapt to the impact of climate change, including variability and extreme events.  The project is part of the evaluation process of the Office of Assessments on Impacts and Adaptation to Climate Change Project, of the START Program, executed by UNEP and IPCC, and financed by GEF.

Electrification based on renewable energy sources.  The project is in the feasibility phase, and execution is expected to begin in the middle of 2002.

Feasibility studies on three renewable energy source projects (financing mechanisms for solar panels in rural areas, electrical generation with sugarcane waste and coffee bean husks), being conducted within the framework of a Central American project to promote the use of the renewable energy sources financed by GEF.

Climate Change Mitigation Strategy for El Salvador.  The project will be conducted as part of the World Bank's Program of National Strategic Studies, and financed by the Government of Finland.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote improved environmental management at the municipal level, including through information exchange among local communities, the development of environmentally sound technology and the promotion of partnerships to facilitate, as appropriate, technology transfer, capacity building, including the strengthening of local institutions and services, and support for initiatives such as the World Bank Clean Air Initiative and IDB programs in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Census on solid waste management in 262 municipalities to facilitate implementation of the National Solid Waste Program.

Support provided for the establishment of microregions.

Training for municipalities, communities, and educational centers in management of the Solid Waste Pilot Project.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


10. Agriculture Management and Rural Development

Mandate: Promote dialogue involving government ministers, parliamentarians and civil society, in particular organizations linked to rural areas as well as the scientific and academic communities, with the objective of promoting medium and long-term national strategies toward sustainable improvement in agriculture and rural life;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation in formulation of the Declaration of Bávaro, Dominican Republic, reiterating the firm commitment to the mandate of the Third Summit of the Americas to promote joint action by all stakeholders in the agricultural sector for the improvement of agriculture and rural life.
	
	· MAG, in consultation with interested parties, formulated the National Agricultural and Agrarian Management Policy 1999-2004.  This policy is the result of an extensive process of consultation, analysis, and coordination of various proposals to strengthen agricultural and rural development.

· Producers are the focus of the National Agricultural and Agrarian Management Policy 1999-2004, to promote agricultural development and enhance productivity, competitiveness, and environmental sustainability of agriculture through the implementation of sustainable social/productive processes to substantially improve the quality of life and well-being of current and future generations.

· Execution of the Agribusiness Reconversion Program is imminent.  The objective of the Program is to reconvert the agricultural and rural sector by providing strategic services in the areas of agribusiness, market information and intelligence, animal and plant health, irrigation, and technology.

· The Rural Reconversion and Modernization Project has been approved by the FIDA and the Legislative Assembly of El Salvador.  Its aim is to make capital improvements in rural areas through the construction of economic and social infrastructure.

· The Rural Development Program is being executed in the Paracentral Region (PRODAP II), together with a development program for the populations of northeastern El Salvador (PRODENOR).  Their objective is to reduce economic and social vulnerability and improve agriculture and rural life in the country.
	Agribusiness Reconversion Program: May/02-May/07.

Rural Reconversion and Modernization Project: October/02-September/08.

PRODAP II: July/01-June/07.

PRODENOR: August/99-June/05.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 


	Timeline:

Agribusiness Reconversion Program: May/02-May/07.

Rural Reconversion and Modernization Project: October/02-September/08.

PRODAP II: July/01-June/07.

PRODENOR: August/99-June/05. 
	
	


Mandate: Support national efforts to strengthen rural enterprises, in particular small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises and promote, where appropriate, a favorable environment for agri‑business; encourage, in a complementary manner, the training of small- and medium-sized rural entrepreneurs as well as the modernization of training institutions in this field;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Strategic alliances have been forged with educational institutions involved with agribusiness, such as the Zamorano School of Agriculture of Honduras, to provide internships for Salvadorans students studying at that school in the MAG Office of Agribusiness in El Salvador in specific areas of research and mutual interest for the Office and students.
	· The web site www.agronegocios.gob.sv has been established, providing information on the following topics: what to produce?  How to produce?  Where to sell or buy?  Businesses and links with other sites on agribusiness.  This information tool will provide support for business planning and the expansion of new agricultural markets around the world.

· Three agribusiness centers have been fully established.  Training has been provided at the centers to 2,360 producers (60 percent women) and efforts to market local products have been strengthened, helping to improve income and strengthen the cluster of 270 livestock producers, who, within the framework of associations, collectively purchase animal feed and veterinarian supplies and promote health campaigns in coordination with DGSVA-MAG.

· Establishment of 4 fisheries geographically distributed in Ilopango, Santa Cruz Porrillo, Acajutla, and Puerto el Triunfo, attended by an average of 363 users each month.

· Establishment of a Platform for Exports to Canada.  In conjunction with other ministries and producer and exporter associations, 13 agribusinesses have been formed and have received systematic training for six months in gaining access to the Canadian market with ethnic products and memorabilia for the Salvadoran population residing in that country. 
	The training program, provided through the Platform for Exports to Canada has been made possible with joint financial support from the Ministries of Economic Affairs and Agriculture, IICA, the Chamber of Agriculture and Agribusiness of El Salvador, and the Export Corporation, which provided US$110,000.  Each of the 13 participating companies has also provided US$1,000 to receive benefits under the program. 
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage the development of markets in the Hemisphere for goods obtained through the sustainable use of natural resources;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	At the hemispheric level, the country did not participate fully in the 16 meetings that have been held within the framework of the FTAA -- only the sixteenth meeting, held on February 18-22, 2002, in Panama City.
	At the regional level, a group known as CA-4 has been set up by Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Honduras to develop concrete proposals for the various areas covered by the FTAA (market access, tariff reductions, export subsidies, internal assistance, technical obstacles to trade, etc.) and to form an integrated trade area to enhance the negotiation capacity of the CA-4 group within the hemisphere, thus safeguarding the economic and trade interests of their countries in concert with more developed countries, i.e. the United States, Canada, Brazil, and Mexico.
	As part of its development strategy, El Salvador has pursued a policy of integration into the international market, taking a three-pronged approach.  First, unilateral and nondiscriminatory openness to foreign markets through a significant reduction in tariffs.  Second, the signature of free trade agreements in the 1990s with several countries: Mexico (effective March 15, 2001); Dominican Republic (effective October 4, 2001); Chile (ratified by the legislators of both countries and expected to enter into force in April 2002); and Panama (probable entry into force in July 2002).  Discussions have also been held with the United States and Canada on the signature of free trade agreements in the near future.  Finally, at the multilateral level, the country is participating in the WTO as well as the FTAA.
	MAG has had problems participating in the FTAA meetings because of budgetary restrictions.
	· Agricultural Trade Policy Units have been established within the MAG as the official counterpart of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, to provide support and advisory assistance in connection with the following issues: Agreement on Agriculture and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures within the multilateral (WTO), hemispheric (FTAA), and bilateral frameworks.

· Effective interinstitutional coordination has been established between the Ministries of Economic Affairs, Agriculture, and Foreign Relations in matters pertaining to the country’s trade policy, within the WTO, FTAA, and bilateral frameworks, which will help to effectively integrate the country into global economic and productive systems.

· Financial resources must be provided from international cooperation sources to develop technical capacities and enable the technical groups within the trade policy units of the Ministry of Agriculture to participate fully in multilateral (WTO), hemispheric (FTAA), regional (Central American integration), and bilateral trade negotiation fora.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  According to the mandate of the Presidents of the Hemisphere, the FTAA should be operating in 2005
	
	


Mandate: Instruct the Ministers of Agriculture, during the next meeting of the Inter‑American Board of Agriculture, to promote, in cooperation with the Inter‑American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), joint action by all the actors of the agricultural sector to work towards the improvement of agricultural and rural life that enables the implementation of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participation in the Eleventh Regular Session of the Inter-American Agriculture Council (November 26-29, 2001) and signature of the Declaration of Bávaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas (November 27, 2001).
	
	· Designation of the ministerial delegate to the Summit Review and Implementation Group for the mandates on agriculture and rural life (GRIC-Agriculture) and active participation in the preparation of the Declaration of Bávaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas (Annex 1) and in the Strategic Guidelines for a Shared Agenda for the Agricultural Community and Rural Life in the Americas.

Signature of the Declaration of Bávaro marked a concrete step forward in promoting joint action by all agricultural stakeholders for the improvement of agriculture and rural life, which will provide the basis, together with the Strategic Guidelines for a Shared Agenda for the Agricultural Community and Rural Life in the Americas, for the implementation of plans of action.
	Since support is being provided by the IICA, fulfillment of this mandate does not have direct budgetary implications for the Government of El Salvador.
	The intense workload has not permitted the preparation of action plans -- only participation in the Declaration of Bávaro

document.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

· Timely appointment of the ministerial delegate.

· Institutional teamwork.

· Technical and financial support from the IICA.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


12. Growth with Equity

Development Financing

Mandate: Acknowledge the need for development financing, including aid from bilateral donors and lending from the MDBs on appropriate terms, and commit to support our Finance Ministers and the MDBs in promoting policies to develop and maintain access to international capital markets to finance our sustainable development efforts, recognizing that debt servicing constitutes a major constraint on investment for many countries in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In the area of trade, the government is endeavoring to improve conditions for economic growth in the country.  The free trade agreements approved with Chile, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and Panama, expansion of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, and the treaties under negotiation with United States and Canada, will help to promote growth in our exports to international markets while generating sources of employment and creating opportunities for faster economic growth.

The benefits of these treaties will provide better conditions for the population and reduce poverty levels in the country.
	The Trifinio Region Development Plan is a regional instrument to improve physical infrastructure; preserve, restore, and protect natural resources; and improve income levels and living conditions in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, while promoting the process of Central American integration.  In its initial phase, several projects have been executed with financing from the European Union, BCIE, and contributions from the three Central American countries.

The Project for Sustainable Rural Development in Ecologically Fragile Zones of the Region of Trifinio 1998-2004.  El Salvador's portion of this project will be financed with a loan from the BCIE in the amount of US$6.97 million and national counterpart funds in the amount of US$2.32 million.  This loan has already been ratified by the Legislative Assembly and will begin execution this year.

The treaty signed by El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras for execution of the Trifinio Plan provides for institutional strengthening in terms of the recognition and regulation of the Trinational Commission and its organs responsible for overseeing and continuously updating the Plan.

The medium- and long-term prospects are based on a sustainable development approach through citizen participation, decentralization, gender equity, and a process of promotion and consultation.

The Plan's strategic areas of focus are: (a) social development (improvement of living standards and quality of life); (b) sustainable economic growth (permanent process of improving the population's productive capacity); (c) interinstitutional coordination (joint participation by local governments, institutions, nongovernmental organizations, and organized civil society to promote regional development); (d) trinational integration (facilitating the movement of persons, goods, services, and information); and (e) environmental protection (reversal of deforestation, soil depletion and erosion, and water and air pollution).
	In order to promote the country’s economic and social development, the Government of El Salvador is allocating greater resources to public investment.  The Ministry of Finance is pursuing an investment policy that includes the nonfinancial public sector to increase capital formation and, over the medium term, provide for a modern infrastructure to improve the country’s economic productivity and competitiveness internationally, which is essential to sustained economic growth over time.

A Special Public Investment Budget is administered for this purpose, financing priority investment projects in the strategic sectors of the economy, such as infrastructure in industrial parks, export promotion, highway system improvements, support for local development, and human resource training to improve productivity.  This Special Budget is financed with proceeds from the privatization of ANTEL-FANTEL as well as external loans, mainly from international organizations.

An Electric Power and the Telephone Investment Fund has also been created in El Salvador and is administered by the Social Investment Fund for Local Development in El Salvador, to expand the coverage of electric power and telephone services throughout the national territory, especially in low-income rural sectors.

The higher levels of investment and national reconstruction efforts will provide incentives for the productive sectors to become more competitive by reducing transaction costs.  This, in turn, will help to encourage other sectors of the national economy to create jobs and raise incomes.  Establishment of the Highway Fund is an example of the projects that are helping to improve highway maintenance and promote productive development in the country.

The Government of El Salvador is also carrying out a project to develop the Port at la Unión, through the Autonomous Port Executive Commission, to contend with increased cargo and container traffic.  The three Port terminals are being developed in the Bahía de la Unión.  The cost of the project is estimated at US$121.2 million, US$90.9 million of which will be financed with resources from the Japanese Bank for International Cooperation, with US$30.3 million in counterpart funds from the Government of El Salvador.

The new port offers the advantages of natural bay conditions, which ensures safe operations and a strategic location near Honduras and Nicaragua, responding to energy demand in the country as well as neighboring countries.

One of the fundamental objectives of the current government’s fiscal policy is to give priority to integral human development.  Accordingly, the government is investing resources in human capital to create opportunities for the majority sectors of the population through greater enrollment coverage, curricular excellence, technological improvements, greater health and nutrition coverage, immunization, integral health, and the strengthening of citizen security.

The General Budget of the State includes greater resource obligations for social development through sector policies executed by the Ministries of Education and Public Health and Social Assistance, which constitutes the government’s priority in combating poverty, maintaining citizen security, and creating new opportunities.

The education branch is executing national programs and projects to expand enrollment coverage and improve student nutrition through healthy schools.  To improve the quality of life for Salvadorans, the Ministry of Public Health and Social Assistance has proposed the expansion of medical and hospital coverage at the national level, improving infrastructure in hospitals and health centers to gradually reduce the levels of poverty and malnutrition in sectors with scarce resources.

The medium term projections of the nonfinancial public sector are based on resources for investment in education, health, and housing infrastructure projects, as well as projects in the transportation, telecommunications, and electric power sectors, among others.

To fulfill these objectives, the Government has created the instruments necessary to collect taxes effectively (tax reform, enforcement plans, and campaigns against smuggling), reduce unnecessary current expenditures, reallocate spending towards national reconstruction, and optimize financing through debt rescheduling, short-term restructuring, and interest rate renegotiations to improve the financial flows of the Public Treasury.

From an institutional standpoint, the government is creating the appropriate regulatory framework to protect and maintain the rules of the game and the rule of law, expand private-sector participation in investment activities in such strategic areas as transportation, telecommunications, electric power, and pension fund administration.

The Government has also sought support from international organizations in the form of favorable financing for private projects.  The Ministry of Finance is supporting the Multisectoral Investment Bank’s discussions with the IDB for a loan to support development of the private business sector, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, through a global multisector loan program.
	The various national and regional integration projects are being funded by such international financing agencies as the IDB, BCIE, World Bank, AID, and others, as well as resources from the General Budget.

The Government of El Salvador is guarantor for the loans being obtained by public institutions, and their budgetary impact is considered to fall within the debt levels established in the Public Debt Policy.
	Obstacles encountered in the implementation of fiscal reform programs or other measures requiring legislative approval, include delays in discussion and final approval.  There have also been obstacles to the execution of projects suffering from delays in the disbursement of certain external loans, as in the case of the Project for Sustainable Rural Development in Ecologically Fragile Zones of the Region of Trifinio 1998-2004.

The Caribbean Basin Initiative is subject to review by the United States Senate, which could create obstacles to the receipt of benefits by entrepreneurs in the countries.  The free trade agreement under negotiation with United States and Canada is also subject to approval by the United States Senate, and its implementation may be delayed.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

Positive effects of free trade agreements, national reconstruction efforts, consolidation of the monetary integration process, and better prospects for the international economy, particularly in the United States, present a favorable climate which will help to promote growth and economic stability in the medium-term.

The economic and social benefits of the project to build the new Port at la Unión include:

i. Creation of a development nexus in the eastern region of the country, generating productive activities and contributing directly to the creation of jobs.

ii. Attraction of cargo traffic to the southern region of Honduras and Nicaragua, with the attendant economic benefits for the country.

iii. Improvement in the living conditions and well-being of populations in the eastern region.

iv. Promotion of national and foreign investment.

v. Savings in surface transportation costs and container handling for El Salvador at the ports of neighboring countries.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The Special Public Investment Budget administered by the Government of El Salvador during the period 2001-2003 will finance priority investment projects in strategic sectors of the national economy.

Other national and regional investment projects, such as the Project for Sustainable Rural Development in Ecologically Fragile Zones of the Region of Trifinio 1998-2004, in terms of El Salvador's portion, will begin this year.  Implementation of the free trade agreement with United States and Canada is also expected to start this year
	
	


Migration

Mandate: Promote the discussion of the migration phenomenon at the hemispheric level with due regard for its multi-dimensional nature and regional differences and, in so doing, consider the inclusion of the topic of migration in discussions on trade and economic integration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Participated in the Seventh Regional Conference on Migration, held in Antigua, Guatemala, on May 30-31, 2002, to discuss policies and measures to better control the thousands of illegal emigrants in the American hemispheric.

The issues addressed relate mainly to the migration policies and activities of each country and progress with respect to human rights in terms of the treatment received by migrants and "mechanisms for coordination between countries with shared borders."

This event was attended by the Commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United States as well as the vice ministries of foreign affairs and directors of the related regulatory agencies.

The participating countries were the United States, Canada, Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, the Dominican Republic, Belize, Guatemala, and El Salvador.

The following countries participated as observers: Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, as well as representatives of the International Organization on Migration, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


16. Indigenous Peoples

Mandate: Make their best efforts, in accordance with national legislation, to encourage donor agencies, the private sector, other governments, regional and international organizations as well as MDBs to support hemispheric and national conferences in order to exchange experiences among indigenous peoples and their organizations in implementing activities to promote their sustainable cultural, economic and social development, and in such other areas as may be identified by indigenous peoples;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Since 2000 work has been underway to prepare a document entitled “Salvadoran Indigenous Profile”, an analysis of the current situation of these population groups with recommended actions and concrete programs to benefit indigenous peoples.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Acknowledge the value that the world views, uses, customs and traditions of indigenous peoples can make to policies and programs related to the management of lands and natural resources, sustainable development and biodiversity; on this basis, develop corresponding strategies and methods to consider and respect indigenous peoples' cultural practices and protect their traditional knowledge in accordance with the principles and objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Forum on Indigenous Peoples and Biological Diversity (March 13, 2002) provided information on the Convention on Biological Diversity.  Government agencies and indigenous organizations participated.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Increase the availability and accessibility of educational services in consultation with indigenous peoples, especially women, children and youth, in accordance with their values, customs, traditions and organizational structures, by promoting linguistic and cultural diversity in education and training programs for indigenous communities; promote national and regional strategies for indigenous women, children and youth; similarly, encourage international exchange programs and public and private sector internships in order to promote equal opportunity, raise the average school‑leaving age, maximize individual and collective achievement, and promote lifelong learning for all indigenous people;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Thirteen national workshops have been held on intercultural education in the interior of the country with indigenous organizations and support from indigenous teachers from Guatemala.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and accommodate, as appropriate, the particular cultural, linguistic and developmental needs of indigenous peoples, in urban and rural contexts, into the development and implementation of educational initiatives and strategies, with special attention to building institutional capacity, connectivity and linkages, including through national focal points, with other indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Nahuatl courses have been introduced in some of the Culture Houses, with the presence of Nahuat Language Schools.  The Fifth Ethnolinguistic Congress was held in November 2001.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and enhance, in all sectors of society, and especially in the area of education, the understanding of the contribution made by indigenous peoples in shaping the national identity of the countries in which they live;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Work has been underway since 2000 on the Salvadoran Indigenous Profile, which will clearly identify the contributions and current situation of indigenous peoples in the country.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop strategies, measures, and mechanisms aimed at ensuring the effective participation of indigenous peoples in the design, implementation and evaluation of comprehensive health plans, policies, systems and programs that recognize the value of developing holistic communities that take into consideration cultural, economic and social realities and circumstances;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Multisectoral Indigenous Peoples Technical Council is composed of government representatives and members of various indigenous organizations in the country.  It is coordinated by the National Council for Culture and Art.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the Health of Indigenous Peoples Initiative, promoted by PAHO, in assisting states and in consultation with indigenous peoples, to formulate integrated public policies and health systems that foster the health of indigenous peoples, in designing and implementing inter‑cultural frameworks and models of care specifically aimed at addressing the health needs and priorities of these peoples, and in improving information collection, analysis and dissemination on the health and social conditions of these peoples, with particular emphasis on children;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Project for the Health and Quality of Life of Indigenous Peoples in El Salvador has been implemented under the auspices of PAHO and has produced three books.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the collection and publication of national statistics to generate information on the ethnic composition and socio‑economic characteristics of indigenous populations in order to define and evaluate the most appropriate policies to address needs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Salvadoran Indigenous Profile was prepared as a point of departure for the development of programs and projects to benefit indigenous peoples.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the process of reform of the Inter‑American Indian Institute, based on extensive consultations among states and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, and further develop processes to ensure broad and full participation of indigenous peoples throughout the inter‑American system, including in the discussions on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Participated in the process of reforming the III and in the discussions on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


17. Cultural Diversity

Mandate: Enhance partnerships and exchanges of information, including through the use of information and communications technologies, by holding a series of seminars among experts, government officials and representatives of civil society on the importance of the linguistic and cultural diversity of the Hemisphere to promote a better acceptance, understanding, appreciation and respect among the peoples of the region;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Thirteen national workshops on intercultural education have been held in various locations in the country, with the cooperation of officials from the Directorate of Intercultural Bilingual Education of Guatemala.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Commit to active cooperation among diverse institutions, at both the national and international levels, to eradicate the illicit traffic in cultural property further to the 1970 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property; also, promote joint action with civil society organizations to implement and support policies, plans and programs that will strengthen and promote research, recovery, study, conservation, maintenance, restoration, access to and appreciation of cultural heritage and cultural property through proper care, preservation and use;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	El Salvador organized the Second Central American Workshops on Combating Illicit Trafficking in Cultural Propertry in January 2002.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
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