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Making Democracy Work Better
Political Declaration: 

Threats to democracy today take many forms. To enhance our ability to respond to these threats, we instruct our Foreign Ministers to prepare, in the framework of the next General Assembly of the OAS, an Inter-American Democratic Charter to reinforce OAS instruments for the active defense of representative democracy.

OAS


Approval of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, September 11, 2001 (OAS)


Electoral Processes and Procedures
Share best practices and technologies with respect to increasing citizen participation in electoral processes, including voter education, the modernization and simplification of voter registration and the voting and counting process, while taking into account the need to safeguard the integrity of the electoral process and promoting the full participation and integration of all persons eligible to exercise the right to vote, without discrimination;

Canada 







Continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, using information and communications technologies where possible, to effectively guarantee the impartiality, promptness and independent action of agencies, tribunals or other bodies responsible for the conduct, supervision and verification of elections at national and sub-national levels, and strengthen and facilitate, with the support of the Organization of American States (OAS) and other regional and international organizations, hemispheric cooperation and exchange of legislative and technological experiences in these areas, and the deployment of election observers when so requested;


To support electoral modernization and transparency, as well as strengthening of electoral processes.  However, for the compliance of this specific mandate, the following initiatives are needed:

1. The UPD has worked on conceiving an "information laboratory" that will work as a study and analysis center for technological proposals applied to electoral processes, with the objective of strengthening electoral mechanisms, using the most modern information and communication technologies.  This project will support electoral organizations, especially in the actualization of improvement of their information systems for the counting, transmission and adding of electoral results.  In order to comply with this mandate, the UPD would strengthen the Web page with technological proposals in themes of modernization and automatization of electoral processes so that electoral institutions can be aware of and implicated in the search for actualized and improved mechanisms.  

2. In order to facilitate the exchange of information in legislative matters, the UPD will achieve a comparative study on legislative and constitutional rules in electoral matters, and will work to disseminate the results of this study in order to allow it to conduct to concrete actions taken at a national level.

3. Modernization of civil registries and electoral patterns in two phases, the first focussed on the elaboration of an analysis and diagnostic, in collaboration with the IDB, and the second in the implementation of modernizing and automatization strategies for civil and electoral registries. 

4. Sending of Electoral Observation Missions (EOM) that observe in an integral manner the process, from its convocation until the final results, when solicited by the government. 
OAS - UPD


Electoral Observation Missions:

Nicaragua – March 3rd, 2002

Dominican Republic – May 16th, 2002

Colombia – May 26th, 2002

Bolivia – June 30th, 2002

Ecuador – October 20th, 2002

Peru – November 2002





IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart. 

- The Bank provided support for the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, which took place in Miami on December 13 and 14, 2001. Discussions focused on strengthening democracy and governance by building party plurality, increasing political participation, and improving the transparency and accountability of political parties.

- The Electoral Reform and Sustainable Democracy Seminar took place in Lima, Peru, on November 27-30, 2001, under the auspices of the IDB. Discussions focused on reforming the region’s electoral systems.



Convene under the auspices of the OAS, and with the collaboration of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), meetings of experts to examine in more depth issues such as: political party registration, access of political parties to funding and to the media, campaign financing, oversight and dissemination of election results and relations of political parties with other sectors of society;

Canada








OAS

August 26th &27th, 2002
The Working Session with Political Party International Foundations and Institutes; OAS Inter-American Forum on Political Parties was held in Santiago, Chile. 




This mandate will be implemented through conducting research on the functioning of party systems and present legislation, as well as political management and party organization, in order to cover all topics in the mandate.  These topics will be discussed, along with the relevant issues pertaining to each, in the framework of the Permanent Forum on Political Parties, which will meet continuously with experts and practitioners.  The results from both efforts (research and Forum recommendations) will be published and will have their focus in concrete proposals to strengthen and make party systems and political parties more transparent.  As a consequence to this work, technical assistance will be more easily organized to support political and electoral reform processes, as well as training and assistance for the parties and their members, in accordance with the results obtained and the requests of member countries.
OAS - UPD

IDB

December 13-14, 2001
First Meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, Miami, USA


Transparency and good governance
Political Declaration: 

We commit ourselves to increase transparency throughout government.

Plan of Action:

Promote cooperation among national agencies in the Hemisphere charged with the development and maintenance of procedures and practices for the preparation, presentation, auditing and oversight of public accounts, with technical assistance where appropriate from multilateral organizations and multilateral development banks (MDBs), and support exchanges of information on oversight activities related to the collection, allocation and expenditure of public funds;










OAS-IACD



This is an ongoing process and, in the case of two countries (Mexico and Peru) is already being implemented.
The IACD is developing government procurement and electronic government programs to support the OAS member states in identifying and applying best practices in public sector management whose efficacy have already been proven - particularly in the Americas.  The objective of the program is to support the region's governments in their efforts to increase the efficacy, efficiency and transparency of public sector management in order to reduce corruption, encourage economic and social development, and strengthen democratic governance. Modernization of government procurement systems makes it possible to save 10 to 30% on the total cost of goods and services, increases the participation of all types of businesses, including small enterprises, and strengthens local governments. The initial focus of the electronic government program is the modernization of the taxation, registration, permits and licenses systems at the municipal and national levels.
The IACD is assisting the Government of Peru in the establishment of a modern system of Internet-based government procurement similar to that operated by COMPRANET/SECODAM in Mexico.




IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
- A project to improve fiscal transparency through the implementation of international accounting standards was approved on May 31, 2001.

- Approval for a regional dialogue to create a network of public authorities to share experiences in the design and implementation of public policies to reform the civil service and promote public policy transparency.

- Approval of two US$400 million loans to Colombia to support the fiscal viability of local and interim government administrations and social sector reforms.

- Approval of a US$250 million loan to Peru to support social sector reforms.



Encourage cooperation and exchange of experiences and best parliamentary practices between national legislators of the Hemisphere, while respecting the separation and balance of powers, through bilateral, subregional and hemispheric vehicles such as the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA);
On December 4th to the 6th, 2002 the Third Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas will be held in Vancouver, Canada. 
OAS
 



March 13th to the 16th, 2002 
Second Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), Mexico City, Mexico







IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
- The Bank provided financial support for the Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), which took place in Queretaro, Mexico, in August 2001.

Hemispheric Network for Legislative Information (GLIN)

The Global Legal Information Network (GLIN) will establish electronic connections among all the world’s legislatures so participating countries will be able to access available legislative information. The purpose of this program is to assist the nations of Latin America and the Caribbean to join the GLIN. On August 20, 2001, the Bank approved financing totaling US$250,000 to assist the countries of Central America to become connected to this network.



Work jointly to facilitate cooperation among national institutions with the responsibility to guarantee the protection, promotion and respect of human rights, and access to and freedom of information, with the aim of developing best practices to improve the administration of information held by governments on individuals and facilitating citizen access to that information;








Create and implement programs with the technical and financial support, where appropriate, of multilateral organizations and MDBs, to facilitate public participation and transparency, using information and communications technologies where applicable, in decision-making processes and in the delivery of government services, and to publish information within time-limits established by national legislation at all levels of government;










IDB




For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

Program to Support Democratic Governance:

- The program includes national and regional actions to promote institutional and democratic development. The IDB will continue to foster dialogues to identify lines of institutional and political reform. In particular, the Bank will support activities to modernize public administration systems; design and consolidate judicial reform; modernize the legislature; improve the management capabilities of local governments; strengthen supervision and oversight agencies; promote a democratic culture and increased citizen participation; improve the registration of property, persons and transactions; and improve public security.

Loans:

- Approval of a US$8.75 million loan to support reforms in the administration of justice in Barbados (August 1, 2001).

- One hundred and fifty million dollars (US$150 million) were approved for projects to modernize public management. A US$3.6 million loan for this purpose was approved for Uruguay on August 8, 2001.

- A US$3 million loan to Honduras was approved on June 6, 2001 to support that country’s census.

- Approval of a US$75 million loan to support reform of the criminal justice system in Venezuela.

- A US$15 million loan to Chile was approved for the modernization of the Office of the Comptroller General.

Technical Cooperation:

- A US$241,500 operation was approved on June 25, 2001 to combat money laundering in the region’s judicial systems.

- A US$15,000 grant was approved in June 2001 to finance a workshop on Governability and Democratic Transition in Lima, Peru.

- A US$20,000 grant to Belize was approved on July 30, 2001 to support that country’s Central Statistics Office.

- A US$150,000 grant was approved on May 29, 2001 to provide institutional strengthening to the Office of the Vice President of Paraguay.

- A US$150,000 grant was approved on June 27, 2001 to provide institutional strengthening to the Office of the President of Ecuador.

- Sixty thousand dollars (US$60,000) in technical cooperation funding were approved in October 2001 to support electoral reform and governance.

- Activities related to a regional technical cooperation to finance the preparation of a program to promote civic democratic culture have been started.

- The Bank participated actively in the OAS General Assembly held in Lima, Peru, during which the Inter-American Democratic Charter was approved.


Media and Communications
Ensure the media is free from arbitrary interventions by the state, and specifically, work to remove legal or regulatory impediments to media access by registered political parties including by facilitating, where possible, equitable access during election campaigns to television and radio;








Encourage cooperation among public and private broadcasters, including cable operators, and independent broadcast regulatory bodies and governmental organizations, in order to facilitate the exchange of best industry practices and technologies at the hemispheric level, to guarantee free, open and independent media;








Encourage media self-regulation efforts, including norms of ethical conduct, to address the concerns of civil society with regard to, inter alia, reducing the dissemination of extreme violence and negative stereotypes of women and ethnic, social and other groups, contributing in this way to the promotion of changes in attitudes and cultural patterns through the projection of pluralistic, balanced and non-discriminatory images;







Fight Against Corruption
Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, in accordance with their respective legal frameworks, and promote effective implementation of the Convention by means of, inter alia, the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight Against Corruption and associated technical cooperation programs and activities, including those of relevant multilateral organizations and MDBs, in the area of good governance and in the fight against corruption, as well as programs which each country designs and implements in accordance with national laws, by its own appropriate bodies that may require assistance;

Uruguay








OAS


All the member countries of the OAS  have signed the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, with the exception of Saint Vincent, and the Grenadines, Suriname, Barbados, Haiti and Nicaragua





OAS



May 20 - 24, 2002


Meetings of Experts on the Follow-up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption - Washington, DC





IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart. 

- The Bank organized an international seminar on electronic government procurement for Latin America and the Caribbean, which was held in February 2002.

- Provided financial support to the countries that are participating in the meeting of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.

- Case studies of corruption in the health sector. Five studies were presented at the 10th International Conference Against Corruption, held on October 10, 2001.



Support the establishment as soon as possible, taking into consideration the recommendation of the OAS, of a follow-up mechanism for the implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption by States Parties to this instrument;

Canada 









Launching of the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  It includes:

A. Support personnel for the Committee of Expert's Secretariat.

B. Celebration of three annual meetings of the Committee of Experts; and

C.    Creation and launching of a Private Network between experts participating in the Mechanism, systematization and dissemination of information through the Internet, including technical support.
OAS 

Legal Secretariat


Establishment of the follow-up mechanism for the Inter-American Convention againsit Corruption



Support strengthening the Inter-American Network of Institutions and Experts in the Fight Against Corruption in the context of the OAS, as well as initiatives aimed at strengthening cooperation among ethics officials and members of civil society;
Technical perfection of the Inter-American Network of Cooperation against Corruption.
OAS 








Chile






Strengthen, in cooperation with multilateral organizations and MDBs, where appropriate, the participation of civil society in the fight against corruption, by means of initiatives that promote the organization, training and linkage of citizens groups in the context of concrete projects which promote transparency and accountability in governance;

Venezuela






Continue to promote policies, processes and mechanisms that protect the public interest, the use of disclosure of assets mechanisms for public officials in order to avoid possible conflicts of interest and incompatibilities, as well as other measures that increase transparency;







Empowering local governments
Promote mechanisms to facilitate citizen participation in politics, especially in local or municipal government;








Promote the development, autonomy and institutional strengthening of local government in order to promote favorable conditions for the sustainable economic and social development of their communities;








Strengthen the institutional capacity of local governments to allow full and equal citizen participation in public policies without any discrimination, facilitate access to those services fundamental to improving citizens’ quality of life, and strengthen decentralization and the integral development of these services in part through commensurate and timely funding and initiatives that permit local governments to generate and administer their own resources;

OAS-IACD
In order to expand the scope of activities, the IACD is negotiating additional financing with regional financial organizations such as the CAF and BCIE, who have programs to promote local government development.  Other mechanisms identified are the development of proposals for specific projects to be presented to such bilateral donors as the US Agency for Internationa Development (USAID) and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), among others.
The Agency's work with local governments is ongoing and will require continuing efforts in order to fulfill the various mandates.  The IACD is developing concrete actions in this area to implement a series of pilot projects that will be finalized during the course of 2002.
Support has been given to various municipalities and government entities in Venezuela to improve the management of water services and to strengthen a number of municipalities in Bolivia in their local development strategy.  These actions are aimed at fulfilling the mandates related to the institutional development of local governments and the promotion of development.

On the topic of local governments, the Agency is promoting the application of those best practices existing in the Hemisphere in the areas of municipal management and transparency; promotion of local leaders and connectivity, and the use of information technology for municipal development. To achieve this objective, the Agency is working with various hemispheric institutions, facilitating partnership for development and horizontal cooperation based on  accumulated experience.  It is hoped that this will lead to an open hemispheric dialogue that will generate joint actions aimed at improving local development and responding to the Summit mandates dealing with the strengthening of local governments.  The Agency also participated in the VI Inter-American Conference of Mayors held in La Paz, Bolivia.
The Agency is negotiating the implementation of board coverage programs with regional agencies. Based on a written agreement, the Agency and the Central American Economic Integration Bank (BCIE) are in the process of defining actions to assist municipalities in improving their fiscal and financial management. In the Andean Region, the IACD has established a cooperation agreement with the Andean Development Corporation (CAF) to promote public efficiency and leadership at the local level. These actions respond to the clearly defined mandates from the Summit on the topic of strengthening local governments.


Promote sharing of information, best practices and administrative expertise among local government personnel, associations of local governments, community associations and the public, in part by facilitating access to information and communications technologies by municipalities and by encouraging cooperation and coordination among national, subregional and regional organizations of mayors and local government;








Stimulate international cooperation in training directors and managers of local government; Support convening a meeting in Bolivia of ministers or authorities at the highest level responsible for policies on decentralization, local government and citizen participation in municipal government, and consider closely the recommendations of the Sixth Inter-American Conference of Mayors and other relevant processes;
1. Organization of the Meeting at the Highest Level for the strengthening of decentralization.

2. Implement an Inter-American Forum on Decentralization, with the objective of converting it into the main Intergovernmental Forum in the area for collaborating with and supporting governments in various aspects, including: the formulation and design of policies, the coordination of decentralization and the strengthening of local governments.  Mechanism operations will be developed through structure of a Governmental Experts Network, supported by the principal academic centers and experts in the hemisphere, in order to carry out research, technical assistance, working meetings, publications, the establishment of best practices and sub regional cooperation in specific areas.
OAS - UPD

July 29-31, 2001
Meeting of Ministers or High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation in Municipal Government in the Hemisphere (OAS/UPD)





Chile






Support the OAS Program of Cooperation and Decentralization in Local Government, including, with the support of the IDB, the development of programs and the effective inclusion of citizens in decision-making processes;

IDB




For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- The Bank participated in the meeting on decentralization held in La Paz, Bolivia, in June 2001.

- A regional technical cooperation for US$150,000 was approved in November 2001 to strengthen the decentralization process in Central America.

- The Bank approved a US$14.7 million loan for decentralization in Suriname on September 5, 2001.

- A seminar on social dialogue for the effective inclusion of citizens in the decision-making process took place on the occasion of the Annual Meeting of the Bank in Fortaleza, Brazil, in March 2002.


Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms


Political Declaration:

We mandate the XXXI General Assembly of the OAS to consider an adequate increase in resources for the activities of the Commission and the Court in order to improve human rights mechanisms and to promote the observance of the recommendations of the Commission and compliance with the judgments of the Court.







Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for International Standards
Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, all universal and hemispheric human rights instruments, take concrete measures at the national level to promote and strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, including women, children, the elderly, indigenous peoples, migrants, returning citizens, persons with disabilities, and those belonging to other vulnerable or discriminated groups, and note that the use of the term “peoples” in this document cannot be construed as having any implications as to the rights that attach to the term under international law and that the rights associated with the term “indigenous peoples” have a context-specific meaning that is appropriately determined in the multilateral negotiations of the texts of declarations that specifically deal with such rights;








Reaffirm their determination to combat and eliminate impunity at all levels within their societies by strengthening judicial systems and national human rights institutions;








Combat, in accordance with international law, genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes wherever they might occur, and in particular, call upon all states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court;








Recognize the importance of the Regional Preparatory Conference of the Americas against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Forms of Intolerance held in Santiago, Chile, in December 2000, and undertake to participate actively in the World Conference to be held in South Africa in 2001, promoting its objectives and stressing that political platforms based on racism, xenophobia or doctrines of racial superiority must be condemned as incompatible with democracy and transparent and accountable governance;



August 31, 2001 to September 7, 2001
Participation at the World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa



Support efforts in the OAS to consider the need to develop an inter-American convention against racism and related forms of discrimination and intolerance;
To a great extent, the OAS’s action in fulfillment of this mandate will be affected by the results of the world conference, and be re-evaluated at that time.
OAS - IACHR





Strengthening Human Rights Systems
Political Declaration: 

We support strengthening and enhancing the effectiveness of the inter American human rights system, which includes the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

Plan of Action:

Continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), focusing on: the universalization of the inter-American human rights system, increasing adherence to its founding instruments, complying with the decisions of the Inter-American Court and following up on the recommendations of the Commission, facilitating the access of persons to this protection mechanism and substantially increasing resources to maintain ongoing operations, including the encouragement of voluntary contributions, examining the possibility that the Court and the IACHR will function permanently, and entrust the XXXI General Assembly of the OAS, which will take place in San Jose, Costa Rica, in June of this year, to initiate actions to meet the above-mentioned goals;

Venezuela






Strengthen the capacity of governmental institutions mandated with the promotion and protection of human rights, such as national human rights institutions, thereby recognizing the important function they perform, and contribute to the successful establishment of a network of all such institutions of the Hemisphere, using information and communications technologies to promote and give effect to sustainable cooperation and better coordination;

Canada 






Create and strengthen national human rights action plans, in accordance with the mandate of the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, and foster independent national human rights institutions by seeking, where appropriate, technical and financial support from multilateral organizations, MDBs and specialized multilateral agencies;

Canada








IDB




For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- The Bank and American University co-published a manual on human rights entitled The International Dimensions of Human Rights: A Guide for Application in Domestic Law. Washington, D.C., January 2002.



Seek to promote and give effect to the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms [also referred to as the United Nations (UN) Declaration on Human Rights Defenders];








Advance negotiations within the OAS on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with a view toward its earliest possible conclusion and adoption;

OAS





Migration
Political Declaration:

We recognize the cultural and economic contributions made by migrants to receiving societies as well as to their communities of origin. We are committed to ensuring dignified, humane treatment with appropriate legal protections, defense of human rights, and safe and healthy labor conditions for migrants. We will strengthen mechanisms for hemispheric cooperation to address the legitimate needs of migrants and take effective measures against trafficking in human beings.

Plan of Action:

Strengthen cooperation among states to address, with a comprehensive, objective and long-term focus, the manifestations, origins and effects of migration in the region;








Promote recognition of the value of close cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination in order to ensure protection of the human rights of migrants;








Establish an inter-American program within the OAS for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, taking into account the activities of the IACHR and supporting the work of the IACHR Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and the UN Special Rapporteur on Migration;

OAS - IACHR

PAHO










ECLAC


CELADE/ECLAC Population Division is working on the integration of the socio-demographic dimension in development policies, programmes and projects.  In the last two years, these efforts have focused on the socio-demographic vulnerability derived from international migration.  CELADE has also developed studies on the relationship between international migration and globalization, which include explicit references to the human rights of migrants.  

One of the activities implemented in this context was the Symposium on International Migration in the Americas, held on 4-6 September in San José, Costa Rica, with the support of IOM, UNFPA, OAS, IDB, and with the cooperation of the Governments of Costa Rica and the United States. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange experiences on international migration in the hemisphere among participants representing governments, academia, international organizations and civil society organizations.

Continuing with this line of work, CELADE is going to organize, jointly with the IOM and other interested inter-governmental organizations, an Hemispheric Conference on International Migration: Human Rights and the Traffic in Persons in the Americas, to be held in November 2002.

CELADE also takes part, as an observer, in two inter-governmental forums discussing migration in the region:  the Regional Conference on Migration (Puebla Process) and the South American Conference on Migration.  CELADE advises both forums, proposes initiatives according to their respective action plans, and cooperates with them through the execution of joint activities with IOM.  One of these activities is the Statistical Information System on Migration in Central America (SIEMCA) project, which was set in motion by the Regional Conference on Migration.  SIEMCA’s main object is to contribute to a better understanding of migratory processes in order to facilitate the adoption of policies and interventions on migration.  In 2001 CELADE organized a Regional Workshop on the Analysis of Information on Migration in Central America, which helped build the capacity of the staff of the national organization of migration and statistics in seven Central American countries.



Commit to undertake the widest possible cooperation and exchange of information among states concerning illegal trafficking networks, including developing preventative campaigns on the dangers and risks faced by migrants, particularly women and children who often can be victims of such trafficking, with a view to eradicating this crime;








Establish linkages with subregional processes, such as the Regional Conference on Migration and the South American Conference on Migration, which are dialogue fora, in order to exchange information on the migration phenomenon, as well as promote cooperation with specialized international organizations, such as the International Organization of Migration (IOM), in order to advance and coordinate implementation efforts of Summit mandates;







Human Rights of Women
Continue to implement the recommendations contained in the 1998 Report of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Women in the Americas and ensure the evaluation of and, where appropriate, the establishment of national mechanisms for follow-up;
Review of National Legislations.  The CIM proposes an extensive review of existing national legislations that are discriminatory and adversely impact women. A researcher would be needed to compile and analyze the data, develop general recommendations and regional recommendations, draft model legislation, the preparation and printing of a report and the dissemination of information in printed and electronic forms.
CIM
The proposed activities can be carried out only if external funding is obtained.

The CIM continues to work with Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on Women's Rights on the update of the 1998 Report on the Status of Women.  The Special Rapporteur has attended several CIM meetings and participated with CIM and other partners in the elaboration of the recommendations on Gender and Justice presented to the IV Meeting of Ministers of Justice an Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IV), in March, 2002.  The CIM continues to disseminate the 1998 Report through its network of CIM Delegates.



Integrate fully the human rights of women into the work of hemispheric institutions, including the Inter-American Court on Human Rights and the IACHR, and increase the nomination of women as candidates for positions in these bodies;
1.Existing program: A series of three meetings to develop recommendations on gender mainstreaming for Labor Ministers has been planned. The first meeting with participating institutions was held in March 2001.  A follow up meeting with these organizations to review the recommendations to the Ministers is planned for next month. A follow up meeting to Ministerial to be held in November with participating institutions and labor representatives of civil society.  

2. New program: The CIM is planning a series of three meetings per Ministerial to develop recommendations on gender mainstreaming for the Justice Ministers and for the Education Ministers.

3. New program: The CIM plans to work with ILANUD to enforce the one of the major recommendations of the Violence Project, which is to provide training to members of the judicial system on the rights and guarantees under the law to victims of sexual violence. 

4. New program: The CIM will draft and present a resolution for consideration by the 2002 General Assembly of the OAS urging member states to nominate women as candidates for positions on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

IACHR
For the Commission’s part, its special rapporteur and the Commission’s secretariat will continue in its work on behalf of women, principally in the litigation of cases involving women’s rights and through its investigation and reportage in the course of its on site visits and the adoption of country reports with special attention paid to the situation of women in the various member states of the OAS. In addition, the Commission seeks to implement the relevant provisions of the Convention of Belém do Pará in efforts to assure protection for women who have been victims of domestic violence.
OAS - CIM - IACHR


The CIM promoted the adoption, by the 2002 General Assembly of the OAS,  of AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02) “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS”, which urges the Secretary General to reaffirm the goal that women should occupy, by the year 2005, 50% of posts at each level within the OAS organs, agencies and entities, particularly at the highest levels and to continue to make gender equity and equality one of the priorities in his continuing efforts to establish a new management culture in the Organization.  This resolution also requests all member states to support the efforts of the Secretary General and of the President of the CIM by identifying, and regularly submitting, through their permanent missions to the OAS, the most highly-qualified women candidates to occupy positions of trust within the OAS and to encourage more women to apply for vacant positions, which will have been widely publicized in all member states.

The CIM also proposes the appointment of more women to ministerial-level positions.





Request the OAS, through its specialized organs and particularly the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM), to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective in the work of all its bodies, agencies and entities through the development of training programs and the dissemination of information on the human rights of women, as well as support governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of sex disaggregated data;

Canada








CIM:

1. New program: The CIM will work with its delegates, national machinery's and representatives of civil society to promote and urge member states to use the gender indicators developed by ECLAC for the gathering of sex-disaggregated data. 

2.  New program:  The CIM proposes the development of interactive training modules on gender mainstreaming. 

Unit for Social Development and Education (USDE): 

Current programs:

Include the gender perspective in the programs developed by the Unit of Social Development and Education.

New programs: Include in the preparatory meetings to ministers conference the gender perspective as a technical document in order to achieve that gender be represented in all issues dealt with by the Unit (education, social development, working issues, culture).
OAS – CIM - USDE
PAHO


Gender Training within the OAS.  In June 2001, the General Secretariat signed a contract with the Government of Canada for a grant of $500,000 (Canadian) (US$327,328) to provide training for OAS professional staff to mainstream gender in all aspects of OAS programs and policies.  Implementation of this project began in 2001 with the inaugural conference taking place in May, 2002.  Between August 2002 and February 2003, eight courses in English and Spanish on gender mainstreaming will be held at OAS headquarters, and in January 2003, two courses, one in English and one in Spanish, will be held for staff away from headquarters. Around 240 officials whose work is connected with project design, execution or evaluation will receive training. The CIM is actively involved in the development of the program and is responsible for its follow-up. A gender analysis module will be developed for the OAS Orientation Course for new staff members.  

Additionally, the 2002 General Assembly adopted two resolutions to support the integration of a gender perspective throughout the Inter-American System:  AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02)tc  \n "AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02)"

tc "Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization" “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Reports  of the Organs, Agencies and Entities of the Organization”, which instructs said organs, agencies, and entities to include in their reports to the General Assembly a detailed account of the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and to mainstream the gender perspective into their programs, projects, and activities; and AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), which additionally, requests the Secretary General to report to the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this program by the organs and agencies of the inter-American system.



Develop, review and implement laws, procedures, codes and regulations to guarantee compatibility with international legal obligations and to prohibit and eliminate all forms of discrimination based on gender, and continue work begun at the Santiago Summit that set the goal of legal equality between men and women by the year 2002;

Chile






Develop additional policies and practices to combat violence against women, including domestic violence, in accordance with the definition established in the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (The Convention of Belém do Pará);

Venezuela







Training for Members of the Judicial System:  The CIM plans to work with the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD) at the regional level to enforce one of the major recommendations of the Violence in the Americas Project, which is to provide training to members of the judicial system on the rights and guarantees under the law to victims of gender-based violence. A consultant would be needed to manage the project.  A funding proposal was presented to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD).


CIM
The proposed activities can be carried out only if external funding is obtained.

Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.  The CIM and the International Human Rights Law Institute of De Paul University, have completed Phase I of a hemispheric-wide research project on the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas. This phase covered Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panamá and the Dominican Republic.  Country reports have been prepared, as well as a general summary that will be presented at the XXXI Assembly of Delegates together with recommendations and measures for action.    Funding was secured from USOAS and USAID. CIM is actively seeking external funding to extend the project to other countries.    


Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women.”  

Research.  The first phase of the “Violence in the Americas” research project was completed in 2001. Executed jointly with the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy of Canada (ICCLR) and the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), this project reviews member states’ compliance with the Convention, addressing not only criminal law, procedures, law enforcement, sentencing and corrections, but also health services, social services, victim assistance programs, crime prevention measures, and awareness campaigns that have been introduced in the past five years.  External funding was secured to analyze twenty countries.  Additional funding is required to complete the remaining 14 countries, publish and disseminate the results. 

Sub-regional Meetings of Experts.  With support from UNIFEM, UNDP, CIDA and the Government of Guyana, the CIM convened subregional meetings of experts to present the findings of the Violence project for their review and recommendations.  Four two-day subregional meeting were held in the MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile, the Andean countries,  Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic and the English speaking Caribbean.

Sub-Regional Secretariats Pro tem on Violence. Through CIM Principal Delgates in Uruguay, Ecuador, Panama and Guyana, the host countries of the aforementioned sub-regional meetings, sub-regional Secretariats Pro tem have been created to function as a mechanism for ongoing and sustained follow-up of the recommendations of subregional meetings. Funding is required to cover the cost of  biennial sub-regional meetings over the next few years, publications and other activities to analyze progress, make policy recommendations and implement next steps



Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and its Optional Protocol;







Human Rights of Children and Adolescents
Political Declaration:

We will take all feasible measures to ensure that the children of our countries do not participate in armed conflict and we condemn the use of children by irregular forces.

Plan of Action:

Consider, signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the two Optional Protocols to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; seek to integrate fully their obligations pursuant to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and other international human rights instruments into national legislation, policy and practice;








Integrate fully the human rights of children and adolescents into the work of hemispheric institutions, including the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the IACHR and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI);

Canada







Proposal of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI):
Creation of an organ that could be preliminarily called "Inter-American Ombudsman for Children and Adolescents," which would act as a neutral and complementary entity to the IACI and IACHR, for the intake of accusations of rights violations and the recommendation, before the corresponding tribunals, of the pertinent control, correction and sanction measures for each case.

UDSE: 

In 2001, ECLAC will publish a document written by the UDSE, which is designed to promote the rights of the child.

New projects:

A. Up-to-date posting of the content and methodology of the course on the Rights of the Child and Childhood Social Policies.  Publication of the fifth volume of the course reader, preparation and dissemination of a CD-ROM with the course's content, and design of methodologies for distance education and teleconferences.

B. Course application in universities and an abridged version for other interested hemispheric institutions. 

C. Application and final evaluation of the course.  Proposals for future activities.
OAS – IACI - USDE





Freedom of Opinion and Expression
Continue to support the work of the inter-American human rights system in the area of freedom of expression through the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, as well as proceed with the dissemination of comparative jurisprudence, and seek to ensure that national legislation on freedom of expression is consistent with international legal obligations;

OAS - IACHR


The IACHR created a full time special rapporteur freedom of expression in late 1999.



Ensure that national legislation relating to freedom of expression is applied equitably to all, respecting freedom of expression and access to information of all citizens, and that journalists and opinion leaders are free to investigate and publish without fear of reprisals, harassment or retaliatory actions, including the misuse of anti-defamation laws;







Justice, Rule of Law and Security of the Individual

Access to Justice
Political Declaration:

We reaffirm the importance of an independent judiciary and our determination to ensure equal access to justice and to guarantee its timely and impartial administration.

Plan of Action:

Support public and private initiatives and programs to educate people about their rights relating to access to justice, and promote measures that ensure prompt, equal and universal access to justice;

Venezuela






Promote cooperation to exchange experiences in alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to expedite the administration of justice, including among indigenous peoples, for which they may request the support as appropriate of the OAS, the IDB and other entities; 
Technical cooperation project on mechanisms for alternative conflict resolution at the community level, including the analysis of issues such as community justice and peace judges.

This project includes the elaboration of an analytical document on the issue; the execution of a meeting to promote these mechanisms; the creation and implementation of an electronic network for the exchange of information and cooperation.
OAS -(Subsecretariat of Juridicial Affairs)

IDB








IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- A loan for US$22.4 million was approved to support reforms in the administration of justice in Costa Rica.

- A loan for US$27.9 million to promote social peace in El Salvador was approved in February 2002.


Independence of the Judiciary
Encourage measures to strengthen the independence of the judiciary, including transparent judicial selection, secure tenure on the bench, appropriate standards of conduct and systems of accountability; 







Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice
Continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, whose Fourth Meeting will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as subsequent meetings, and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;



March  10-13, 2002
Fourth Meeting of the Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, Trinidad and Tobago.



Develop a funding plan for the Justice Studies Center for the Americas that takes into account the interests and resources of both governments and other likely donors, and that will enable the Center to contribute not only to the modernization and formulation of public policy in this area, but also to the institutional development of judicial systems in the region;

Canada 








IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
The Justice Studies Center for the Americas is a regional network for the exchange of experiences in the field of judicial reform. The Bank will support the Center through a US$150,000 technical cooperation grant whose profile was presented to the Board in October 2001. The information gathered through that network will assist the Bank in the design of future judicial reform and in the strengthening of programs.



Develop an exchange of best practices and recommendations, through the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and other appropriate mechanisms, seeking the technical and financial support of other multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, that are consistent with international human rights standards, to reduce the number of pre-trial detainees, institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere;
First meeting of penitentiary political authorities.  Includes: realization of the meeting and creation and operationalization of a cooperation and information exchange network between these authorities.    (This meeting would be one of the results of the next Meeting of Ministers of Justice.)
OAS – (Subsecretariat of Juridicial Affairs)

IDB

WB








IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
- The Bank participated in a meeting of Ministers of Justice held in Trinidad and Tobago in March 2002.



Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance to facilitate direct communications among them on a regular basis and to identify common problems in handling specific cases and issues that merit collective attention and resolution;


Creation and operationalization of the network.
OAS – (Subsecretariat of Juridicial Affairs)





Combating the Drug Problem
Political Declaration:
We renew our commitment to the full implementation of the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere, based on the principles of shared responsibility, a comprehensive and balanced approach, and multilateral cooperation. We welcome the development of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism and reiterate our commitment to make this mechanism, unique in the world, one of the central pillars in effective hemispheric cooperation in the struggle against all the factors that constitute the global drug problem. We express our support for effective alternative development programs aimed at the eradication of illicit cultivation and will strive to facilitate market access for products resulting from these programs. 

Plan of Action:

Note with satisfaction the creation and implementation of the MEM, and reiterate their commitment to make this instrument, unique in the world, a central pillar of assistance toward effective hemispheric cooperation in the struggle against all the component elements of the global drug problem;

Brazil






Implement the proposals and recommendations found in the national and hemispheric reports, approved by CICAD, in accordance with the specific situation of each country;



November 12-15, 2001
XXX Regular Session of CICAD, held in Caracas, Venezuela 



Continue strengthening and reviewing the MEM to monitor national and hemispheric efforts against drugs, and recommend concrete actions to encourage inter-American cooperation and national strategies to combat this scourge;

OAS

October 1-5, 2001

January 18-21, 2002
The Government Experts Group met in Washington, DC to present their reports on follow-up to the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) (OAS/CICAD)  

Second Special Session of CICAD, Washington DC





Chile
Uruguay
Venezuela







Recommend intensifying joint IDB-CICAD efforts in order to obtain financial resources from the international donor community, through consultative groups supporting anti-drug efforts, for alternative development, as well as demand reduction programs;

OAS – CICAD


The total cost of the program is estimated at US$ 434 million of which only US$ 266.4 million was committed.
Five-year period from 2001 to 2005

At the Consultative Group Meeting for Ecuador’s Preventive Alternative Development and Social Welfare program, the international community pledged US$266.4 million to finance programs and projects within the strategy presented by the Ecuadorian Government. Some of the pledges represented commitments for one year, whereas others were multi-year commitments. Of the total, approximately half was in grants and the other half in concessional loans and debt swaps. The Preventative Alternative development component of the program has four major subcomponents: productive development, environmental conservation, creation of economic infrastructure and the development of comprehensive social infrastructure. The program will be implemented in a region characterized by high levels of poverty and its high vulnerability to illicit crop cultivation.

The problem of drug trafficking, production, and consumption has no limitations on its expansion or movement from one country to another.  This makes it clear that there is a need for countries to formulate policies under a regional framework to combat the problem. For this reason the donors expressed their interest in having countries work together. 

In addition, CICAD continues to support the Government of Peru in follow up related to the Brussels and Paris Consultative Groups meetings. CICAD expects to co-sponsor a technical  follow –up session during the first half of 2002. At current, CICAD also finds iself supporting the Government of Paraguay in the initial phase of organizing a Consultative Group Meeting .

The decisive political commitment demonstrated by the governments of Ecuador, Peru and Paraguay in the organization of Consultative Groups as well as clear political commitment to combat the problem of drugs have been key factors that have contributed to success.


Recommend establishing units with financial intelligence functions in countries that have not yet done so, with the support of CICAD and international agencies specialized in this area, and for which, in this context, it is recommended that CICAD and IDB training efforts be expanded;

OAS - CICAD

IDB
Guatemala: The component for Guatemala referring to money laundering costs $47,000.00  contributed by the IDB.

Paraguay: The total cost of the program for Paraguay is estimated at $750,000.00.  The IDB will contribute $700,000.00 and Paraguay will contribute $150,000.00

The sum of the Hemispheric Project is above $2.7 million, which will be provided principally by the IDB ($2 million), but funds will also be contributed by the OAS/CICAD ($220,000.00) and the mentioned countries ($480,000.00).
Guatemala: The implementation of this program will start in the first trimester of 2002 and the time frame for its completion  will be established in a year ( keeping in mind that the component of money laundering is only part of the program). 

Paraguay: The week of the February 18-22, 2002, a mission comprised of officials of the IDB and the OAS/CICAD will visit Paraguay to analize the situation and to adjust the details of the execution of the program.

The Hemispheric Program Project was presented internally in the IDB for its financial backing.  It is expected that once approved, the program will start in the third quarter of 2002; the expected time frame for execution is 28 months.
The IDB has prepared, with the cooperation of CICAD, a Hemispheric Program Project for the installation and strengthening of Units of Financial Intelligence in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.
Guatemala: Officials of the IDB and the OAS/CICAD have prepared a Technical Cooperation component to start taking actions to install a Unit of Financial Intelligence.  The following tasks will be carried out, among others: design a Unit of Financial Intelligence for the Government of Guatemala, and develop a Plan for its effective establishment and propose a strategy of appropriate training to the programs that have been created by the OAS/CICAD and IDB projects.  CICAD/OAS will lend assistance to the executing agency of the program.

Paraguay: The IDB, with the assistance of the OAS/CICAD, has prepared a Technical Assistance project to Paraguay for the transparency and integrity of their financial system.  The project includes the strengthening of institutions responsible for combating money laundering, as well as the training of officials responsible for its control.  CICAD/OAS will lend assistance to the executing agency of the program.


Recommend developing, within the framework of CICAD, a long-term strategy that includes a three-year program to establish a basic and homogeneous mechanism to estimate the social, human and economic costs of the drug problem in the Americas, and to support countries through the necessary technical assistance; 

OAS - CICAD 



A hemisphere-wide approach to estimating the human, social, and economic impact of drug abuse would require an integration of research data across social sectors in each country.  The ultimate result of this will be a strengthening of data collection and research infrastructure throughout the countries.  At the XXXI CICAD Regular Session, to be held from April 22-25, 2002 in Washington DC, the CICAD Executive Secretariat will deliver a presentation on the strategy for the execution of this program.  Several member states have expressed interest in providing funds to finance this endeavor, including the United States and Canada.  In addition it is expected that other member states that have expressed interest in participating in this effort will be prepared to provide in-kind support, such as trainers, and researchers to support this effort.


It is expected that work will begin immediately in the OAS member states to implement a series of pilot studies.  The pilot studies will be carried out in four member states, each representing North America, Central America, South America and the Caribbean respectively, and are expected to produce the first estimates of the human, social, and economic impact of drug abuse in the Americas.  It is expected that within three years time, a methodology will be established within three years time that will permit the implementation of this program throughout the hemisphere.
In response to the mandate from the Declaration of Quebec City, Summit of the Americas 2001, and to recommendation #20 of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism, Hemispheric Report 1999-2000, “Develop Within the framework of CICAD a long-term strategy that includes a three-year program to establish a basic and homogenous mechanism to estimate the social, human, and economic costs of the drug problem in the Americas and to support the countries with the necessary technical assistance.”  The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) has determined a strategy to develop a series of interrelated programs that will involve collaboration, technical assistance, education, training, pilot programs and technical materials for the purpose of aiding countries in the Latin America and the Caribbean to measure the extent, impact and costs of substance abuse on their nations.  

This strategy, developed in conjunction with the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation will be presented at the XXXI Regular Session of CICAD in April of 2002 for the approval of the CICAD Commission.


Development of the program will take place at the national level, first in the form of pilot projects, which will be carried out in four countries throughout the hemisphere, each country representing a region (North America, Central America, South America and the Caribbean).  Participating countries will actively participate in the development of the research methodologies, which will later be applied to all countries in the hemisphere.  Specifically, the project will help develop and improve capabilities to estimate the prevalence of licit and illicit drug problems on the national and local level, estimate the budgetary, economic, and societal costs associated with the use of these substances, develop simple, inexpensive, uniform and reliable epidemiological and cost methodologies, and to develop basic and serviceable approaches to estimating cost offsets resulting from prevention and treatment interventions.  Finally the countries will be involved in performing analyses whose results will be applied to the economic and policy-making process by decision-makers.




ECLAC


During the last biennium ECLAC Social Development Division has continued to make systematic analysis of the social, economic and institutional effects of the cultivation, traffic and consumption of drugs, and strategies to deal with this.

In August 2002, a meeting of national experts –from governmental and non-governmental organizations, academia and research centers–took place in Santiago on “Offer and demand of information for the prevention and control of drugs: an update.” 

Since several years, ECLAC Social Development Division has included the topic of drugs prevention and consumption at the regional level in its work program, and has developed important studies to support the National Drug Control Council (CONACE) as well as the elaboration of a new anti-drugs strategy for Chile.
In this framework, CONACE requested technical assistance from ECLAC to make a diagnosis of the conditions of its Drugs Documentation and Information Center and to elaborate a proposal to update and extend the themes covered by the Center in the field of information, capacity building and research on drugs.  The final report of this consultancy will be delivered in November 2002.

In October 2002 a series of articles in the Social Policies of the Social Development Division Series will be published on the topic of “Drug prevention: integral focuses and cultural context to foster good practices.”  These articles will be presented at an expert meeting on “Prevention of drugs consumption: normative concepts and proposals for good practices.”





IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

Approval of a project to train judges and prosecutors in order to improve the capacity of judicial systems to prosecute and punish money-laundering activities.



Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation and information exchange on policies and actions concerning drug prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and supply control, and develop educational campaigns to promote public awareness of the risk of drug consumption;








Support measures to impede organized crime, money-laundering, the diversion of chemical precursors, the financing of armed groups, and other illicit activities resulting from drug and arms trafficking;








Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation in order to consider in an integral manner the displacement phenomenon of different factors related to the drug problem, including the displacement of persons and illicit crops;







Transnational Organized Crime
Political Declaration:

We reiterate our commitment to combat new, multi-dimensional threats to the security of our societies. Foremost amongst these threats are the global drug problem and related crimes, the illicit traffic in and criminal use of firearms, the growing danger posed by organized crime and the general problem of violence in our societies.

Plan of Action:

Encourage all countries in the Hemisphere to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, its Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, as well as the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, once that protocol is open for signature;








Implement collective strategies, including those that emerge from the Meetings of Ministers of Justice of the Americas, to enhance the institutional ability of states to exchange information and evidence by concluding international agreements on mutual legal assistance where necessary, develop and circulate national reports, and strengthen cooperation, seeking the technical and financial support of multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, in order to jointly combat emerging forms of transnational criminal activity, including trafficking in persons and the laundering of the proceeds and assets of crime and cyber-crime;

Peru







Review national laws and policies to improve cooperation in areas such as mutual legal assistance, extradition and deportation to countries of origin, acknowledging the serious concerns of countries that deport certain foreign nationals for committing crimes in those countries and the serious concerns of the receiving countries about the negative effect of these deportations on the incidence of criminality in the countries of origin, and express the desire to work together, as appropriate, to address the negative effects on our societies.

IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
A US$241,500 operation was approved on June 25, 2001 to combat money laundering in the region’s judicial systems.





Promote, where necessary, and in accordance with national legislation, the adoption of investigation techniques, contained in the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, which are very important tools in the fight against organized crime;







Prevention of Violence
Encourage national institutions to work together and coordinate with all appropriate multilateral organizations and MDBs in order to implement integrated programs that include initiatives for conflict resolution, where appropriate, for sustained prevention, permanent attention, public education and treatment relevant to cases of violence against persons, families and communities, strengthening national institutional capacities in these areas; 

IDB



For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
The Bank is cooperating with the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence to implement the Violence Prevention Program. The program will provide financing and technical assistance for activities in violence prevention and reduction. In addition, the Bank is actively collaborating with the governments of the region in the design and financing of innovative operations to reduce social and domestic violence. Recent examples are listed below:

- The Bank provided financing for a workshop on community policing. The proceedings from the workshop will be published in the near future.

- Preliminary approval has been granted for a technical cooperation operation to identify best practices in the prevention of school violence.

- Approval was granted to the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence. The Coalition will develop communication strategies and means of expanding opportunities for government and civil society to share experiences.

- Two technical cooperation operations were approved to support the implementation and/or design of Domestic Violence Plans in Nicaragua and Panama.

- Three technical cooperation operations were approved to support research and project design for civic coexistence in Honduras, Nicaragua and Guatemala.



Consider developing cooperation with the media and entertainment industry with a view to avoiding the promotion and dissemination of a culture of violence, thus contributing to a culture of peace;








Encourage greater use of community-based policing, to develop increased dialogue and interaction of law enforcement authorities with civil society and local communities;








Promote cooperation to modernize criminal law, using information and communications technologies as appropriate, with a focus on human rights training and prevention of acts of violence, particularly violence perpetrated by law enforcement officials, in order to reduce violence against civilians and foster values necessary in our societies to retain social harmony;








Promote the exchange of national experiences and best practices on the use of police profiling with a view to preventing biased detentions, which tend to affect mostly minorities and the poor;








Expand opportunities to share experiences, techniques and best practices among government and civil society agencies involved in combating psychological, sexual or physical violence in the domestic setting and on the job, recognizing that such violence is overwhelmingly directed against women and children;








Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede and punish violence, the segregation and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups, and seek to ensure that national legislation addresses acts of violence against them and that these laws are enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal assistance to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such assistance;

CIM


Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.  The CIM and the International Human Rights Law Institute of De Paul University, have completed Phase I of a hemispheric-wide research project on the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas. This phase covered Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panamá and the Dominican Republic.  Country reports have been prepared, as well as a general summary that will be presented at the XXXI Assembly of Delegates together with recommendations and measures for action.    Funding was secured from USOAS and USAID. CIM is actively seeking external funding to extend the project to other countries.    


Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women.”  

Research.  The first phase of the “Violence in the Americas” research project was completed in 2001. Executed jointly with the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy of Canada (ICCLR) and the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), this project reviews member states’ compliance with the Convention, addressing not only criminal law, procedures, law enforcement, sentencing and corrections, but also health services, social services, victim assistance programs, crime prevention measures, and awareness campaigns that have been introduced in the past five years.  External funding was secured to analyze twenty countries.  Additional funding is required to complete the remaining 14 countries, publish and disseminate the results. 

Sub-regional Meetings of Experts.  With support from UNIFEM, UNDP, CIDA and the Government of Guyana, the CIM convened subregional meetings of experts to present the findings of the Violence project for their review and recommendations.  Four two-day subregional meeting were held in the MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile, the Andean countries,  Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic and the English speaking Caribbean.

Sub-Regional Secretariats Pro tem on Violence. Through CIM Principal Delgates in Uruguay, Ecuador, Panama and Guyana, the host countries of the aforementioned sub-regional meetings, sub-regional Secretariats Pro tem have been created to function as a mechanism for ongoing and sustained follow-up of the recommendations of subregional meetings. Funding is required to cover the cost of  biennial sub-regional meetings over the next few years, publications and other activities to analyze progress, make policy recommendations and implement next steps


Request multilateral and other organizations that participate in the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence to intensify their support and technical assistance to those countries that so request, in the elaboration of national strategies and actions regarding this topic;

OAS
PAHO






Promote concrete measures to prevent hostile actions against minorities in the Hemisphere, as well as the violent activities of local, regional and international movements that support and foster racist ideologies and terrorist practices to reach their goals;








Increase regional cooperation with a view to preventing the criminal use of firearms and ammunition, and examine additional measures and laws at the national level if required;








Implement, as soon as possible, the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, and apply the CICAD Model Regulations, as appropriate;







Hemispheric Security

Strengthening Mutual Confidence
Political Declaration:
We reaffirm our commitment to maintain peace and security through the effective use of hemispheric means for the peaceful resolution of disputes and the adoption of confidence- and security-building measures. In this regard, we support and commend the efforts of the OAS. We reiterate our full adherence to the principle that commits states to refrain from the threat or use of force, in accordance with international law. We will strive to limit military expenditures while maintaining capabilies commensurate with our legitimate security needs and will promote greater transparency in the acquisition of arms. 

Plan of Action:

Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of all issues related to approaches to international security in the Hemisphere, as defined at the Santiago Summit;










OAS

IDB

September 20th, 2002
Conference on Security and Development - This event is part of a continuing process that will culminate with the Conference on Hemispheric Security in Mexico in May 2003. 





ECLAC



At the request of the Governments of Argentina and Chile, ECLAC prepared a technical study entitled Standardized Methodology for Comparing Defence Spending and Its Applications in Argentina and Chile.  The study proposes a methodology for comparing defence expenditure, taking into account the particular organizational features of the Argentine and Chilean governments, and especially of their armed forces. 

The standardization model establishes a progressive sequence of levels for measuring defence spending, including basic, extended –which encompasses pensions expenditure by the armed forces– and total, which also takes in certain expenditures of other defence industries and activities. As well as the proposal itself, and by way of example, ECLAC provided a comparison exercise for the period 1996-1998, which was based on qualitative and quantitative data from the two countries. The data were provided by the national authorities and by a number of external sources, such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS) and the United Nations Secretariat itself.

Both Governments welcomed the final report and requested ECLAC to organize an Intergovernmental meeting to analyse the methodology proposed.  This meeting took place in Santiago, Chile on 29-30 November 2001 and was attended by representatives of 13 countries and several specialized organizations.

In 2002, the governments of Chile and Peru publicly announced their intention to request ECLAC to realize a methodological study on the comparison of defense expenditure similar to that prepared for Chile and Argentina.  Governments are soon going to make their request official.


Continue with priority activities on conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes, respond to shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and support measures to improve human security;

Canada



‑  CIDA will contribute up to $500,000 to the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala to support the implementation of the Peace Accords


Support the efforts of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to address their special security concerns, recognizing that for the smallest and most vulnerable states in the Hemisphere, security is multi-dimensional in scope, involves state and non-state actors and includes political, economic, social and natural components, and that the SIDS have concluded that among the threats to their security are illicit drug trafficking, the illegal trade in arms, increasing levels of crime and corruption, environmental vulnerability exacerbated by susceptibility to natural disasters and the transportation of nuclear waste, economic vulnerability particularly in relation to trade, new health threats including the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) pandemic and increased levels of poverty;








Improve the transparency and accountability of defense and security institutions and promote greater understanding and cooperation among government agencies involved in security and defense issues, through such means as increased sharing of defense policy and doctrine papers, information and personnel exchanges, including, where feasible, cooperation and training for participation in UN peace-keeping activities and to respond better to legitimate security and defense needs, by improving transparency of arms acquisitions in order to improve confidence and security in the Hemisphere;

OAS 

June 17th, 2002
Andean Letter for Peace and Security, which establishes the principles and committements for the formation of a community security policy for the region, the instalation of a peace zone, regional actions for the fight against terrorism, a limit on the external defense spending, and controls of conventional weapons and transparency. 





Continue promoting greater degrees of confidence and security in the Hemisphere, inter alia through sustained support for measures, such as those set forth in the Santiago and San Salvador Declarations on Confidence and Security Building Measures (CSBMs), and for existing mechanisms, agreements and funds, and consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, giving full support to the UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all Its Aspects to be held in July 2001, bearing in mind the results of the Regional Preparatory Meeting of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Brasilia in November 2000, and the work of the OAS, which contributed a regional perspective to the discussions;

Canada 








OAS - UPD

September 16th to the 20th, 2002


Fourth Conference of the States Parties of the Ottawa's Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction -  Geneva, Switzerland





OAS – CICAD

June 2-4, 2002
Adoption of the Inter-American Convention Againist Terrorism – Bridgetown, Barbados 





Strongly support the Third Meeting of State Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, to be held in September 2001 in Managua, Nicaragua, and the Review Conference of the 1980 UN Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, to be held in December 2001 in Geneva; as well as the efforts of the OAS to pursue the goal of the conversion of the Western Hemisphere into an anti-personnel- landmine-free zone;
New programs will begin in Ecuador and Peru.  It is possible that in the future there will be a need to extend the program to other countries affected by this problem. For the implementation of the mandate, it is needed to strengthen the political function of the program in order to have a new guiding line to offer to Member States that so require it, support to transform national laws in function of the Ottawa Treaty, which goes further than the mere ratification of the Treaty and requires a full adjustment of norms in order to comply with international obligations.
OAS - UPD

August 26th &27th, 2002
Hemispheric Conference on Demining Progress in the Americas - Nicaragua





Call for an experts meeting, before the Special Conference on Security, as a follow-up to the regional conferences of Santiago and San Salvador on CSBMs, in order to evaluate implementation and consider next steps to further consolidate mutual confidence;
The inventory of CSBMs is being modernized and will be entirely electronic soon. This will be very useful and yet there is more to achieve. It is needed to organize some technical seminars in order to discuss methods to enhance its use. Present a paper with a view on the future of CSBMs in the Hemisphere.
OAS






Promote financial support to the OAS Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes, established to provide financial resources to assist with defraying the inherent costs of proceedings previously agreed to by the parties concerned for the peaceful resolution of territorial disputes among OAS member states;

Canada 






Support the work leading up to the Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas to take place in Chile, as well as meetings that will take place subsequently;







Fight Against Terrorism
Support the work initiated by the Inter‑American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) established within the OAS as a result of the Commitment of Mar del Plata adopted in 1998, and encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat and eliminate all forms of terrorism, taking into account the approval of the Statute and Work Plan of CICTE;

OAS

September 21, 2001

October 15, 2001

January 28-29, 2002
Special Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, in which the 34 Ministers approved by consensus a resolution exhorting all OAS countries to “reinforce regional and international cooperation against terrorism” (OAS).

First Special Period of Meetings of the CICTE, in which the Committee identified urgent actions destined to strengthen Inter-American cooperation and initiate the development of a draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism (OAS).

Second Regular Meeting of  the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), Washington DC.





Brazil
Chile
Venezuela









PAHO


Consultation Meeting on Bio-terrorism - In response to Member States’ concerns, a meeting on bio-terrorism was convened at PAHO Headquarters on 24 October 2001, to examine current and future challenges facing the Americas, and to make recommendations regarding prevention, control, and response to threats or acts of bio-terrorism. PAHO brought together health experts from the region (Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Jamaica, Mexico, USA) to confront the threat of bio-terrorism by examining current and future challenges, as well as providing recommendations regarding prevention, control and responses to bio-terrorism. A set of recommendations addressing national preparedness, and another addressing PAHO's technical cooperation in the region, were made. Recommendations regarding national preparedness include: strengthening surveillance and laboratory capacity, as well as the inclusion of bio-terrorism into comprehensive national plans that deal with the management of disasters.  Recommendations regarding PAHO's technical cooperation included supporting countries in: providing authoritative necessary information; the formulation of national plans; developing capacities for rapid diagnosis and rapid response; training in surveillance and laboratory functions, including quality control; creating sub-regional networks to secure cooperation among countries; and, making recommendations for prophylaxis and treatment of anthrax and exploring the potential for production of a smallpox vaccine.



Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, those international agreements related to the fight against terrorism, in accordance with their respective internal legislation;







Civil Society

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes
Seek to establish public and private funding instruments aimed at building the capacity of civil society organizations in order to highlight the work and contribution of these organizations and to promote accountability;










Develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS, other multilateral organizations and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system, as well as in the political, economic and social development of their communities and countries, fostering representativeness and facilitating the participation of all sectors of society; and increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive, absorb and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the use of information and communications technologies;

Canada
Chile



a. CIDA will contribute $140,000 to strengthen NGO capacity of the West Indies. This program will augment dialogue with governments of the region, increasing the participation of West Indies diaspora in Canada.

b. Canada is working with the SOC in the development of guidelines for holding sub-regional 

seminars on the FTAA process and is further collaborating with the United States and Mexico in

the organization of a North American FTAA seminar for civil society. 




OAS




January 24th, 2002

June 1st, 2002
Meeting of the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, Washington, DC
Civil Society Organizations Attend XXXII OAS General Assembly 







IICA

IICA plans to continue consolidating its relationship with the organizations of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life, as it prepares for the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, in Panama, in November 2003.
From February through October 2002, IICA promoted the participation of the key actors in the preparation of IICA’s National Technical Cooperation Agendas in the 34 countries. Senior public and private sector officials, members of the academic community, representatives of non-governmental organizations and other interested parties were involved in the consultations.

From May through September 2001, IICA carried out the “Consultation with National Leaders of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life” on critical aspects of agriculture and rural life and their options for the future.  The Consultation, undertaken in coordination with the delegates of the Ministries of Agriculture, included the participation of representatives from the public and private sectors and other civil society organizations, who made substantial contributions to generate the documents adopted by the Ministries of Agriculture of the Americas at the First Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, held in the Dominican Republic in November 2001.

In July 2002, the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) approved Resolution 379, "Implementation of and Follow-up to the Summit of the Americas Mandates and the Declaration of Bavaro."  The resolution calls for a process to prepare a Plan of Action, led by the Ministers of Agriculture and their delegates. IICA was entrusted with the task of supporting the national consultation processes, which will involve the key actors in agriculture.

In 2001, IICA organized the First Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life. At that meeting a dialogue took place among the Ministers of Agriculture, in the presence of representatives of civil society organizations. Issues were discussed such as: the challenges for productive activities, the role of the private sector, the need for cooperatives efforts in technological innovation and the development of a new institutional framework for the development of science and technology. With the inputs provided by the national consultations and a hemispheric process of dialogue, the ministers made significant progress towards the reaching of consensus on the Strategic Guidelines for a Shared Agenda for the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life of the Americas.
IICA is supporting the following regional integration processes that involve agriculture and rural development: 

 -  The Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation (CORECA), made up of Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama. On 30 August 2002, the Twenty-second Regular Meeting of the Council of Ministers was held at IICA Headquarters in Costa Rica. At that meeting, the ministers studied IICA’s proposal for strengthening CORECA and the CAC by, among other things, incorporating specialized regional institutions and agencies, and the organized private sector.

 - The Central American Agricultural Council (CAC), composed of the Ministers of Agriculture of Central America. 
 - The Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life, a mechanism and forum involving the Ministers of Agriculture and various regional organizations, representatives of research, trade and higher education institutions, agricultural entrepreneurs, rural women and the wives of heads of state and government of the Caribbean.  The Alliance adopted a Declaration and a Plan of Action in which it reaffirmed its commitment to joint action with the members of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life of the Caribbean.






PAHO



Joint Collaboration Meeting between PAHO, the International Federation of the Red Cross and National Societies and the Ministries of Health of Central America -  Following up on the Quebec Summit Declaration, which states that… “we will work with all sectors of civil society and international organizations to ensure that economic activities contribute to the sustainable development of our societies”, PAHO has organized two meetings with IFRC. A third meeting with IFRC and representatives of the National Societies of Red Cross of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama, together with representatives of the Ministries of Health of the same countries was held in Antigua, Guatemala form 10 to 12 April 2002. The objective of the meeting was to improve collaboration among international organizations, government and civil society. As a result of the meeting, various opportunities were identified for joint action based on the comparative advantages of each institution. Specific joint plans of action were produced to work together in the areas of Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCI), blood safety, HIV/AIDS, and disaster preparedness and mitigation. These plans of action will be implemented at national level by the three parties. Similar meetings will take place in other sub-regions in the hemisphere.




IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- The Bank convened a consultative meeting with regional civil society organizations in Maceió, Brazil, in December 2001.

- The Bank provided financial support for a consultation process developed by PARTICIPA, an NGO from Chile, to seek the advice of civil society organizations for the development of a strategy for citizen participation in IDB activities.

- The strategic document on civil society participation in Bank activities has been brought to consultation with civil society organizations and member governments.

- The Bank has convened meetings with civil society organizations at the national level with the Advisory Councils for Civil Society.

- The Bank has offered training courses for civil society leaders and Bank staff at the national and regional level.



Promote participation of all minority groups in forging a stronger civil society;








Develop educational programs, in conjunction with relevant civil society organizations, academic experts and others, as appropriate, to provide democracy and human rights education and to promote the introduction of books and educational materials that reflect the ethnic, cultural and religious diversity of the Americas as part of primary and secondary school curricula;







Trade, Investment and Financial Stability

Trade and Investment
Political Declaration:

We direct our Ministers to ensure negotiations of the FTAA Agreement are concluded no later than January 2005 and seek its entry into force as soon as possible thereafter but, in any case, no later than December 2005.This will be a key element for generating the economic growth and prosperity in the Hemisphere that will contribute to the achievement of the broad Summit objectives, in conformity with the principles and objectives established in the San Jose Ministerial Declaration, in particular the achievement of a balanced, comprehensive agreement, consistent with WTO rules and disciplines, the results of which will constitute a single undertaking embodying the rights and obligations, as mutually agreed. We attach great importance to the design of an Agreement that takes into account the differences in the size and levels of development of participating economies.

OAS  - Trade Unit

IDB

ECLAC
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
Specific:

For the submission of a new draft text to the TNC: September 2002; its publication will be decided at the next Ministerial meeting to be held in November 2002.

For market access negotiations to initiate: May 15, 2002.  In this regard, on June 20, 2002, the TNC agreed upon and made public on the official FTAA website the document “Methods and Modalities for Negotiations” (FTAA.TNC/20) which serves as a guidance to the negotiating groups on how to initiate market access negotiations.

General:  Implementation is in progress.  Time frame is until January 2005 to conclude negotiations, and until December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA.


(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001).  “We reaffirm the principles and objectives that have guided our work since the First Summit of the Americas, in particular, the basic principle of consensus in decision making within the FTAA process and the achievement of a balanced, comprehensive agreement that is consistent with the rules and disciplines of the World Trade Organization.”

With regard to the target date of December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA, Trade Ministers instructed the Negotiating Groups “to intensify efforts to resolve existing divergences and reach consensus, with a view to eliminating the brackets from draft texts, to the maximum extent possible, to work on consolidating texts (…) and to submit to the TNC a new version of chapters on their respective areas no later than 8 weeks before our next meeting”, i.e., September 2002.  The next Ministerial meeting is scheduled to take place in Quito, Ecuador in November 2002.  Ministers further instructed ”that market access negotiations be initiated no later than May 15, 2002”.

The Tripartite Committee institutions (OAS, IDB, ECLAC) provide technical and analytical support to each one of the FTAA entities. In this period, and particularly in relation to this mandate, the focus of the support work to each group and group Chair has been on preparing the draft chapters of the agreement and related tasks. This work includes the preparation of studies and documents for the meetings and also attending all the meetings of each one of the Negotiating Groups in Panama.





IICA

The strengthening of agricultural trade and agribusinesses are permanent IICA activities.
With respect to Trade and Agribusiness Development, IICA’s National Technical Cooperation Agendas in the 34 countries focus, with different emphases, on various cooperation actions related to trade negotiations and integration, the development of domestic markets, access to international markets and institutional modernization for competitiveness.

IICA is implementing the following lines of action:

Support for Trade Negotiations, in its capacity as the Technical Secretariat of the Informal Group of Agricultural Negotiators of the Americas (GINA).

Modernization of Public Policy Management, which supports institutional reforms related to trade.  

Promotion of Export Platforms, to help increase national public and private capabilities in the field of agricultural exports.

IICA also implements activities under other lines of action that are interrelated, such as: the Modernization of Agricultural Markets, which lent support to the creation of Agricultural Commodity Exchanges, the Promotion of Competitiveness in Agrifood Chains, and the Strengthening of Agricultural Health and Food Safety Systems.
Based on the National Technical Cooperation Agendas, IICA is developing Regional Technical Cooperation Agendas, in which great importance is attached to agricultural trade as it relates to the FTAA process, the adoption of trade treaties and the new round of multilateral trade negotiations.




Ensure the transparency of the negotiating process, including through publication of the preliminary draft FTAA Agreement in the four official languages as soon as possible and the dissemination of additional information on the progress of negotiations;

OAS – Trade Unit/SICE

IDB

ECLAC
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
Implementation began on July 3, 2001.
(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001).  “…we have agreed to publicize the draft FTAA Agreement in the four official languages, after the third Summit of the Americas. We believe that the dissemination of this text will alleviate considerably public concerns about the FTAA and will establish new standards of transparency in trade negotiations. Likewise, we agreed on disseminating, after each Summit of the Americas, the results achieved in the negotiating process.”

In compliance with this mandate, the first draft agreement was placed on the official FTAA web page (www.ftaa-alca.org) on Tuesday, July 3, 2001, at 12 noon, Panama time.  A second draft agreement was prepared by negotiating groups and was submitted for consideration of the TNC at their meeting in Dominican Republic in August 2002.  The publication of this second draft agreement will be decided upon at the next Ministerial meeting to be held in Quito, Ecuador in November 2002.



Foster through their respective national dialogue mechanisms and through appropriate FTAA mechanisms, a process of increasing and sustained communication with civil society to ensure that it has a clear perception of the development of the FTAA negotiating process; invite civil society to continue to contribute to the FTAA process; and, to this end, develop a list of options that could include dissemination programs in smaller economies, which could be supported by the Tripartite Committee or other sources;

OAS – Trade Unit

IDB

ECLAC
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
The Committee had until April 2002 to present a list of options to foster a process of increasing and sustaining communication with civil society.  Currently, the status of options to foster broader and more sustained communication with civil socity is an agenda item of the Committee.

The Seminars on Civil Society will be an ongoing activity until the conclusion of the negotiations.
(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers).  “We reaffirm our commitment to the principle of transparency in the FTAA process and recognize the need for increasing participation of the different sectors of civil society in the hemispheric initiative. We are grateful for the contributions made by civil society in this stage of the negotiations of the FTAA and urge civil society to continue to make its contributions in a constructive manner on trade-related issues of relevance to the FTAA.”

In this regard, a third Open and permanent Invitation to Civil Society in FTAA participating countries was published on the FTAA official website on November 1, 2001,

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers).  “…, we instruct this Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society to develop a list of options for the consideration and decision of the Trade Negotiations Committee at its next meeting, which could include dissemination programs in smaller economies, which could be funded by the Tripartite Committee or other international sources of funding.”  

Currently, the status of options to foster broader and more sustained communication with civil socity is an agenda item of the Committee.

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers).  “We further instruct the Trade Negotiations Committee to analyze the possibility of incorporating more information on the FTAA process in the official web page, including the dissemination of the second Report of the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.”

In compliance with this mandate, the Second Report of the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society in the FTAA Process, was published on the FTAA official website on April 30, 2001.

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers).  “We also instruct the Committee of Government Representatives to forward to the Negotiating Groups the contributions submitted by civil society which refer to their respective issue areas, and those related to the FTAA process in general.”

As of April 2002, an expeditious procedure was approved by the Committee for the distribution of contributions to the corresponding entities.
(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers).  “We take note of the fora and seminars on FTAA negotiations that different civil society organizations have carried out in the countries of the region and we invite them to present the conclusions of their work to the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.”

The Tripartite Committee institutions provide technical and analytical support to the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.  At this time the focus of the support work includes preparation of documents before and after the meetings and also attending all the meetings of this Committee in Panama.
Seminar on Civil Society, organized by the Southern cone countries, in May 2002, to take place in Santiago, Chile.  Postponed for the Southern cone countries, a national seminar was held in Chile in July 2002.

Seminar on Civil Society, organized by the Caribbean countries, in June 2002, to take place in Dominican Republic.  Postponed for the Caribbean countries, a national seminar was held in Dominican Republic in August 2002.

Seminar on Civil Society, organized by NAFTA countries, took place in Mexico City in July 2002.



Ensure full participation of all our countries in the FTAA, taking into consideration the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies of the Hemisphere, in order to create opportunities for the full participation of the smaller economies and to increase their level of development;

Peru








OAS – Trade Unit

IDB

ECLAC
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
On-going activities:  Time frame is until January 2005 to conclude negotiations, and until December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA.
(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001).

“We … instruct the Trade Negotiations Committee to continue its consideration of the treatment of the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies of the Hemisphere, including the smaller economies, and to provide, in this respect, ongoing guidance to the Negotiating Groups in their consideration of specific proposals submitted by countries or groups of countries in each of the substantive negotiating areas.”

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001).

 “With the support of the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies and the Tripartite Committee, the Trade Negotiations Committee shall formulate, no later than November 1, 2001, some guidelines or directives on way of applying the treatment of the differences in the levels of development and size of economies.”

In compliance with this mandate, the Chair of the TNC presented a document to Vice-Ministers at their Ninth Meeting held in Managua, Nicaragua on September 26-28, 2001.

· SIECA, Central American Monetary Authority, USAID and OAS.  “Financial Services and the International Trade Negotiations on Services”  “Los Servicios Financieros y las Negociaciones Comerciales Internacionales sobre Servicios”.  El Salvador, 26-27 September 2002.

· CARICOM Ambassadors in Washington D.C., OAS Trade Unit, Caribbean RNM. “The Future of Caribbean Business in the FTAA”.  Howard University, Washington, D.C.  13 July 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit.  Trade Seminar: “Challenges on Key Issues for Modern Trade Agreements” (NetAmericas).  Washington, D.C., 18 June 2002.  

· OAS, WTO, Georgetown University. “Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas: an Advanced Training Course for Government Officials.”  Washington, D.C., 10-21 June 2002.

· Government of Trinidad & Tobago, OAS, ECLAC, IADB. “Conference and Donor Workshop entitled ‘Trade Related Capacity Building: Focus on the Americas’”.  Port-of-Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, 13-14 May 2002.

· OAS/ECLAC. “Hemispheric Cooperation on Competition Policy”.  Santiago, Chile, 15-16 May 2002.

· OAS. “The Doha Development Agenda and the FTAA Process. The Challenge of Trade Capacity Building.”  Washington, D.C., 28 February 2002.

· Organized by Asíes and sponsored by the IDRC, Canada; LATN; the OAS and The World Bank.  “The FTAA and the WTO:  Implications and challenges for the smaller economies of the hemisphere.”  Panajachel, Guatemala, 18-23 February 2002.  Regional focus: Central America and the Dominican Republic.

· OAS/SIECA. “Services Workshop for Government Officials.” Guatemala City, Guatemala. 7-8 February 2002. Regional focus: Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic. 


Supervise and support, with technical assistance, the full implementation of adopted business facilitation measures;

OAS – Trade Unit

IDB

ECLAC  & 34 countries of the Hemisphere
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001).  “We have received the report of the Ad-Hoc Group of Customs Experts and we take note of the progress achieved in implementing the business facilitation measures agreed upon at our previous meeting. We encourage countries to continue to work towards fully implementing these measures, supplemented by technical assistance and technical cooperation plans, with the conviction that such measures shall contribute significantly to expediting transactions in the Hemisphere and to creating a more efficient and predictable business environment.”

The Ad-hoc Group of Experts on Customs-Related Business Facilitation Measures agreed to publish information regarding the status of implementation and technical assistance needs for implementation of the eight customs-related business facilitation measures approved at the Ministerial Meeting held in Toronto in November 1999.  This information was updated by the Group and published on August 29, 2001.  It can be found on on the official website of the FTAA under the title “Dissemination of Implementation and Technical Assistance Information on Customs-Related Business Facilitation Measures” (www.ftaa-alca.org)

At the Ninth Meeting of the Trade Negotiations Committee, Vice-Ministers decided that the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies would do the follow-up on technical cooperation and assistance provided for the implementation of business facilitation measures.  They also decided that the TNC Chair, with the support of the Tripartite Committee, will do the follow up on the level of implementation of the business facilitation measures over time.

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001.  “…, we welcome the approval of the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) Technical Cooperation Project, - which comes under the authority of the Inter-American Development Bank - which will contribute towards facilitating the implementation of customs measures, taking into account the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies, including the smaller economies.”

(Buenos Aires Declaration of Trade Ministers, April 2001.  “We have also received the report of the Tripartite Committee on transparency-related business facilitation measures, and we ratify the importance of full and ongoing implementation of these measures. We encourage the Governments to submit the information necessary to keep the FTAA official web page up-to-date, providing business communities and other interested parties rapid and effective access to the information.”
Transparency-related measure (www.ftaa-alca.org):  The data in the Hemispheric Trade and Tariff Data Base for Market Access are compiled by the Inter-American Development Bank (as a part of the Tripartite Committee) from the official submissions by countries participating in the FTAA initiative. The Data Base will be updated on an annual basis with tariffs available in the second quarter and trade flows in the fourth quarter of each year.

Transparency-related measure (www.ftaa-alca.org):   The document “Commercial Arbitration/Alternative Dispute Resolution Regimes” (FTAA.ngds/w/06/Rev.2), was updated on September 20, 2001.



Instruct our representatives in the institutions of the Tripartite Committee to continue securing the allocation of the resources necessary to contribute to the support of the work of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat;

OAS – Trade Unit/SICE

IDB
ECLAC

Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
On-going activities.  Time frame is until January 2005 to conclude negotiations, and until December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA.
The Tripartite Committee continues to allocate funds to support FTAA Administrative Secretariat through various mechanisms for a total of $ 3.115.000

The OAS (Trade Unit/SICE) manages the Document Dissemination Facility (Secure Site) on behalf of the Tripartite Committee as part of their support to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat; furthermore it manages the FTAA Official Site in coordination with the Tripartite Committee institutions.

The Tripartite Committee has participated in Missions to Mexico and supports the FTAA Chair, the TNC Subcommittee on Budget and Administration and the Government of Mexico in preparations for the realocation of the Administrative Secretariat site to Mexico in February 2003.





IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

The Bank is providing financial and technical support to the Secretariat of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). It also provides technical support to the negotiating groups on access to markets, agriculture, public procurement and investments, among others. Likewise, it supports the administration of customs through technical advice, training and equipment. 



Urge the Tripartite Committee institutions to continue to respond positively to requests for technical support from FTAA entities; and request the institutions, according to their respective internal procedures, to favorably consider requests for technical assistance related to FTAA issues from member countries, in particular from the smaller economies, in order to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process;

OAS – Trade Unit

IDB

ECLAC
Each country and each Tripartite Committee institution allocates a specific annual budget to support the FTAA process, including this mandate in particular.
On-going activities.  Time frame is until January 2005 to conclude negotiations, and until December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA.
The OAS, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, made the Trade Education Database available on the FTAA official website (https://www.ftaa-alca.org/trt/searchted.asp) at the request of the Trade Ministerial Meeting in Toronto (November 1999).  This database contains information on trade-related formal education and training programs offered in the hemisphere and was last updated on December 15, 2001

The “Trade-Related Technical Assistance Database” was built as part of the  technical support of the OAS to the FTAA Consultative Group on Smaller Economies is available on the FTAA official website (https://www.ftaa-alca.org/trt/ta/SearchTACountry.asp).  This database facilitates the smaller economies’ access to technical assistance sources and better informs donors about the trade-related assistance needs of participating countries and is updated on a daily basis.

The OAS (Trade Unit/SICE) maintains and updates the internal website for the alumni of Advanced Training Course for Government Officials entitled “Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas: The Doha Development Agenda and the FTAA Process.”  This training course took place on June 10-21, 2002.  The website makes available course materials from previous years, including participant’s lists, class schedules, reading lists, papers and presentations on the internet.

To respond effectively to the training and technical assistance needs of participating countries, the OAS (Trade Unit) organized a Seminar entitled “The Doha Development Agenda and the FTAA Process. The Challenge of Trade Capacity Building,” which was held in Washington, D.C., on 28 February 2002.  At this meeting, key trade policy officials from the Americas discussed ideas related to intensified cooperation in this area and the increasingly significant role of trade policy in the economic development agenda.  National representatives from OAS member countries also considered the importance of human capacity building and shared their experiences.
National Level:

· Government of Dominican Republic, OAS Trade Unit. Seminar on Services & Investment, Dominican Republic, 26-27 August 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit.  “Seminar on Trade in Services.”  Asunción, Paraguay, 24-28 June, 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit.  National Seminar on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).  Belmopan, Belize.  30 April 2002.  Focus:  Government Officials.

· OAS Trade Unit.  National Seminar on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).  Belmopan, Belize.  29 April 2002.  Focus:  Civil Society.

· OAS/JAMPRO. “Workshop on Investment.”  Kingston, Jamaica, 25-27 February 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit/ Government of Dominican Republic.  “Services Workshop on Modalities and Procedures for Services Negotiations.”  Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  22 February 2002.

· Gobierno de la República Dominicana, OEA Unidad de Comercio.  Seminario sobre Servicios e Inversiones. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana, 26-27 agosto 2002.

· OEA Unidad de Comercio.  “Seminario sobre Comercio de Servicios.”  Asunción, Paraguay, 24-28 junio 2002.

· OEA Unidad de Comercio.  Seminario Nacional sobre el Area de Libre Comercio de las Américas (ALCA).  Belmopan, Belice.  30 abril 2002.  Foco:  Funcionarios gubernamentales.

· OEA Unidad de Comercio.  Seminario Nacional sobre el Area de Libre Comercio de las Américas (ALCA).  Belmopan, Belice.  29 Abril 2002.  Foco:  Sociedad civil.

· OEA/JAMPRO. “Taller sobre Inversiones.”  Kingston, Jamaica, 25-27 febrero 2002.

· OEA Unidad de Comercio/Gobierno de la República Dominicana.  “Taller de Servicios sobre Modalidades y Procedimientos para las Negociaciones de Servicios”. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana.  22 febrero 2002.




ECLAC


As member of the OAS/IDB/ECLAC Tripartite Committee, ECLAC has continued to contribute to the process of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) by providing support to the Chair, to the Trade Negotiations Committee, and the Negotiating Groups and Committees.

In particular, in its capacity of leading institution, ECLAC has supported the Negotiating Groups on Competition policy, in the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies and in the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.  It also provided support to the Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce.  Furthermore, ECLAC has continued to support the Administrative Secretariat.





IDB


- The Bank's involvement with the FTAA process has been a groundbreaking experience for the institution. This broad- based regional initiative has yielded valuable insights that the Bank has been able to apply to other regional initiatives such as the IIRSA and PPP. 

- In the context of the Tripartite Committee (which also includes the OAS and ECLAC), the IDB provides technical support to the FTAA negotiating groups (and their Chairs) on market access, agriculture, government procurement and investment as well as the ad-hoc Committee on Business Facilitation, the Committee on Civil Society and the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies. The Bank also provides financial support to the FTAA Chair. 

- The Bank also provides assistance to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat through financing for a regional technical cooperation project and more direct technical support. 

- The Multilateral Investment Fund is financing a major regional technical cooperation program to support implementation of eight FTAA customs business facilitation measures. 




Economic and

Financial Stability


Welcome and support the work of our Ministers of Finance, who met in Toronto, Canada on April 3-4, 2001, to promote financial and economic stability as well as strong and sustainable growth, as fundamental preconditions for accelerated development and poverty reduction, and to ensure that the benefits of globalization are broadly and equitably distributed to all our people;








Recognize the value of efforts undertaken to advance Hemispheric integration, including improved access to goods, services, capital and technology, to achieve the full range of social and other objectives;










IDB


For the IDB’s most recent  up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- The IDB will cooperate with other multilateral institutions in the adoption and implementation of international standards for institutional and market infrastructure, and financial regulation and supervision. In particular, the Bank will develop a portfolio of activities to support the implementation of international standards for accounting and auditing, principles of corporate governance, securities regulation, and banking and insurance supervision.

- The Bank established a regional forum of policymakers to encourage financial sector reform and the implementation of financial standards.

- The Bank organized a regional conference on accounting standards and hosted a meeting of IFAD to promote the application of financial practices.

- The Bank is in the final stage of preparation of a book on the implementation of financial standards in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

- Technical cooperation financing for US$50,000 was approved early in 2002 to support regional financial dialogues. The Program involves policy research and open meetings with country officials.

- The first draft of a US$20.4 million proposal to support the implementation of financial standards has been submitted for review by the Multilateral Investment Fund.

- Pilot programs to study the implementation of accounting and auditing standards are being financed by a regional technical cooperation for US$60,000 (STF).

- The Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) will finance a US$2.5 million operation to support the harmonization of the regulatory frameworks of the countries of the region. Activities to support this effort will be financed by the Infrastructure and Financial Markets Division (US$38,000) and other resources for a total of US$223,000.



Support the efforts of Finance Ministers to address the challenges associated with globalization, to protect the most vulnerable and prevent crises, and affirm the importance of having the benefits of globalization widely distributed to all regions and social sectors of our countries, recognizing, at the same time, the unique challenges faced by small states;

Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
CDB’s - Ordinary Capital Resources

CDB’s - Special Funds Resources

IDB    - FSO
The Programme is expected to be implemented within  the next two to three years.  The first ERP Loan was approved in October 2002.



In March 2002, CDB’s Board of Directors approved the use of up to $150 million for an Economic Reconstruction Programme (ERP) to assist Borrowing Member Countries (BMCs) to reposition their economies in light of the fiscal and structural challenges they confront as a result of global recession and global integration of markets. The main components around which country ERPs would be developed include:

Fiscal Reform

Revenue side - broadening the tax base; reviewing tax instruments; improving the effectiveness and efficiency of revenue assessment and collection arrangements.

Expenditure side - improving effectiveness and efficiency; aligning expenditure programmes with development objectives; refocusing on Projects in Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) as the key instrument in building domestic capacity; improving overall budgetary decision-making; linking asset maintenance budgets; debt-contracting; and implementing staffing decisions to PSIP requirements.

Measures Aimed at Identifying Ways of Expanding CDB Financing for PSIP -particularly those that are geared towards expanding production capacity in line with agreed development objectives and which at the same time do not overstretch domestic capacity to finance, support and maintain;

Strengthening Project Implementation Capacity - both at the level of individual capital projects and the national level;

Strengthening the Capacity to Manage Debt - including support for debt-restructuring where appropriate; and the provision of assistance, where required, for debt refinancing negotiations with third-party creditors;

Enhancing Social Safety Net Arrangements - with particular reference to the poor and vulnerable, but also including arrangements for assisting other groups at risk in the society;

Supporting and facilitating Capital Markets Development  - including interventions to develop operations covering short-term and medium-term maturities;

Strengthening Domestic Security Arrangements - including, where appropriate, capital investment projects and the provision of equipment and training to enhance the capacity of domestic security services, in order to provide increased levels of protection for economic activity; and

Developing and Expanding Private Sector Capacity - with a view to diversifying and expanding the productive capacity of each economy; increasing competitiveness; developing and strengthening the capacity for product innovation, and for output-mix and market switching in line with changes in demand and production cost patterns.


Affirm that greater attention must be given to increasing economic growth and reducing poverty in a mutually reinforcing way, and that this priority must include social sector policies that effectively achieve poverty reduction and greater investment in people, with improved access to basic education and health services;

Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI)
Multilateral organizations, governments, development bank, commercial bank, and International capital market.
This program has been permanently implemented.

Provides funding for programs and projects in the private and public sectors of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica in the areas of telecommunications, transport, energy, poverty reduction, education, agriculture management and rural development as outlined in the Plan of Action.  At the same time, participates in the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries  (HIPC) Debt Initiative by granting debt relief to the Republics of Honduras and Nicaragua with internal and external resources.   On the other hand, has created an opening for, “Special Fund for Social Transformation in Central America”  to provide resources to eligible countries within the HIPC initiative.


Instruct our Finance Ministers to continue to explore ways to ensure that international financial institutions, regional development banks and other international bodies take adequate account of Summit initiatives in their lending policies and technical assistance programs for the Hemisphere;

OAS

IDB

WB
ECLAC






Corporate Social Responsibility
Support the continued analysis and consideration in the OAS of corporate social responsibility, ensuring that civil society, including the private sector, is appropriately and regularly consulted and that this process benefits from the experiences of other international organizations, national agencies and non‑governmental actors;

OAS-IACD





This is an ongoing process that will involve the establishment of a rotating fund for the implementation of those measures leading to great social responsibility on the part of businesses.
The IACD is discussing a project proposal with the Multilateral Investment Fund of the IDB to obtain financing to promote the social responsibility of businesses with special emphasis on those matters related to occupational health and safety in the workplace.  The proposal includes the sensitization of the business sector to the issue of social responsibility through hemispheric fora, training and financing to implement measures and policies conducive to greater social responsibility in business.



Convene a meeting as early as feasible in 2002 with the support of the OAS, the IDB and other relevant inter‑American organizations involving representatives from governments, civil society, including mainly the business community, to deepen dialogue on corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere, raise awareness of key issues to be determined and discuss ways to promote the development, adoption and implementation by the business community of principles of good conduct that will advance corporate social and environmental responsibility;

Canada 








IDB




For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- A seminar on social entrepreneurship was held to discuss the results of best practices studies and formulate recommendations.

- A high level regional meeting on corporate social responsibility is being planned.


Infrastructure and Regulatory Environment

Telecommunications
Propose measures designed to modernize national laws, as appropriate, based on principles such as: permanence of strong and independent regulatory bodies; a pro‑competitive approach, including the adoption of rules on dominant operators; a flexible regulatory framework consistent with technological convergence, and to develop human and institutional capacity in support of these principles;

Trinidad & Tobago
Venezuela








IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
Note: The  following submission covers the entire section on Infrastructure and Regulatory Environment.

Regional Infrastructure Program:
- The Bank will join other organizations in providing support for the plan to integrate the physical infrastructure of South America, including transportation, energy and telecommunications. Additionally, it will support the Puebla-Panama Plan, a program for the development of infrastructure, housing and microfinance in southern Mexico and Central America.

The Initiative for Integration of South American Regional Infrastructure (IIRSA):
- The Bank has supported this initiative since its inception by preparing an initial study, which identified current problems and obstacles in regional transportation, energy, and telecommunications, as well as projected future demand. This study was the basis for the Action Plan approved by the presidents of the 12 member countries. The Action Plan established the integration hubs and technical processes upon which the Initiative is based.

- The Plan’s Technical Coordination Committee (TCC) is made up of the IDB, CAF and FONPLATA as requested by the presidents. The TCC Secretariat is housed in IDB/INTAL in Buenos Aires. The Bank has actively participated in the Initiative’s technical working group meetings and in national meetings of the countries participating in each regional integration hub and technical process. These groups are working toward the identification and preparation of priority investment projects. 

- The Bank has also financed and hired high-level coordinators for these technical working groups; carried out workshops on the Initiative at Bank headquarters and in the region; set up the IIRSA web page (www.iirsa.org); and carried out a Bank seminar on IIRSA and other topics related to physical integration (including the PPP, see below), which was held during the Bank’s Annual Meeting in Fortaleza in March 2002. The Bank and the other TCC member institutions provided support to the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Initiative that took place in Buenos Aires in December 2001.

The Puebla-Panama Plan (PPP):
- The IDB has been an active supporter of the Puebla-Panama Plan from the start. A regional paper prepared by the Bank contributed to the conceptualization of the programmatic content of the PPP and the definition of eight priority areas (including human and sustainable development, interconnection of road and electrical infrastructure, facilitation of border crossings, disaster prevention and mitigation, tourism, and telecommunications).

- The IDB serves as the chair of the PPP’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG), which also includes ECLAC and CABEI. The Bank supports national and regional authorities in the preparation of priority investment projects for consideration by the IDB or other sources of financing, and in the dialogue with representatives of civil society.

- The Bank supports the decision-making process of the Executive Commission by preparing studies and proposals in coordination with other TAG members. The PPP web site was developed and is maintained by the IDB (www.iadb.org/ppp).



Facilitate the upgrading of human resources in the telecommunications sector through ongoing training programs on telecommunications policy, regulation, management and technology, and request the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), in coordination with national agencies, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)'s Centre of Excellence for the Americas, and in partnership with regional and subregional organizations and the private sector, to create a focal point for information on human resource development programs to foster exchanges of information on relevant training programs among governments, universities, industry associations and the private sector, in order to assist countries of the Americas in meeting the growing need for trained and competent personnel in the rapidly changing knowledge‑based economy;

Venezuela







USDE: 

Systematize distance-learning education experiences and produce base documents for the Ministers Conference.  Develop a network of those responsible, at the national level, for Distance Education Programs and identify education programs by level and zone that utilize satellite/telephone infrastructures, giving special attention to the most vulnerable groups.
OAS – CITEL


It is necessary to continue  cooperation mechanisms with the mentioned entities  and that project definitions continue to include quantification of the CITEL human resources and materials for the implementation, operation and maintenance of the information system that they are operating.  It is understood that this project also identifies funding resources that will support the on-site participation of scholars in courses, as well as help defray the execution costs of distance-learning programs.



Take measures striving to implement the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for Conformity Assessment developed by CITEL without prejudice to each participant`s sovereign right to regulate its own telecommunications sector, and encourage discussion of adequate standards to ensure interoperability for existing and future telecommunications networks and the timely introduction of technology in new and existing markets, taking into account the regulations and recommendations of the ITU and other appropriate standard-setting bodies;

Canada
Venezuela



Within the NAFTA Telecommunication Standards Subcommittee, the regulatory authorities of Canada, USA and Mexico are working towards an early implementation of the MRA among the NAFTA countries and to set a sample model for the rest of CITEL countries





OAS -CITEL


CITEL has undertaken the task of establishing a Management Information System for the implementation of the MRA in the Americas. An information management system is necessary in order to be able to store and retreive the extensive amount of information required by this agreement. The participants decided that the information collected as part of the implementation process will be made available to everyone through the CITEL web site. It is anticipated that the database will be on line in April, 2002.



Support the convening of the ITU World Summit on the Information Society to be held in 2003, which will focus on the use of information and communications technologies for social and economic development;

Canada
Venezuela



Canada will also be working bilaterally with countries in the Region leading up to key preparatory meetings




OAS - CITEL


CITEL: The regional contribution to the Summit will be supported in the 2002 CITEL Assembly's consideration of deliberations and proposals in this area, which will be shaped in the Commission's Plan of Action for 2002-2006.  This will require that the Secretariat carry out research and compile information, as well as develop studies and pre-projects for the consideration of the Coordination Committee and COM/CITEL.





ECLAC


In 2000 ECLAC Division of Production, Productivity and Management began a research on the impact of modern Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) on the socio-economic organization of Latin America and the Caribbean.  In June that year ECLAC assisted the Government of Brazil in the organization of the Regional Seminar on Information and Communication Technologies and Development, held in Florianopolis, Santa Catarina.  More recently ECLAC convened the Expert meeting "Latin America on the road towards the digital age", held in Santiago, Chile on 28-30 November 2002, to discuss different aspects of the transition towards the digital age.

Presently ECLAC is actively contributing to the preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) scheduled for 2003. This includes supporting the government of the Dominican Republic in the organization in May 2003 of a Regional Conference preparatory of the WSIS and in the preparation of a substantive document for the same Conference.  It also includes support to the development of a Regional Network within the framework of the United Nations Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Task Force.



Recommend that our national bodies work within CITEL to prepare guidelines on Universal Service, based on principles to be developed by CITEL and develop a clear definition of the responsibilities of governments and private entities;

Canada
Venezuela



Canada also engages with many countries in the hemisphere on a bilateral basis.





OAS – CITEL




CITEL already published the book, Universal Services in the Americas, which contains a compilation of rules on this topic that are enforced in the countries of the region.  Now new studies and recommendations are being made on this topic, recognizing that new concepts in universal service/access include citizen access to information, not just to basic telephone services.  Studies and best practice documents are being developed in the area of funding mechanisms for the rendering of universal services which can assure ample and unrestricted access of all sectors of the population to information and knowledge.  All this will be contained within a revised edition of the book, Universal Services in the Americas.



Instruct, as appropriate, our telecommunications authorities and our relevant regulatory bodies, working within our regional and sub‑regional agencies and organizations to develop and implement before the next Summit of the Americas a cooperative and collaborative program to support a connectivity agenda for the Hemisphere;

Canada








OAS-CITEL


During CITEL’s Third Regular Assembly,  held August 12-16, 2002, in Washington, D.C., countries developed the Agenda for Connectivity and the Plan of Action of Quito.  The Assembly decided that further development of the Agenda was required, and approved CITEL/Res. XX(III-02) which calls for the collaboration of the ogvernments of the hemisphere, of regional, sub-regional and multinational agencies, of civil society and of the private sector, to achieve connectivity in the region.  It was decided to circulate the Agenda and Plan of Actioon within member states for further consideration.  It is anticipated that the Agenda and Plan of Action will be approved in December 2002.



Encourage increased competitiveness and productivity of all sectors through applications such as distance education and tele-health and promote the creation of domestic activities dedicated to the generation of Internet‑based industries;




CITEL, realizing the importance of distance education to the peoples of the hemisphere has developed and distributed a handbook on Tele-education in the Americas and has initiated a program to prepare a similar reference book on Tele-medicine. Also, there are two committees in CITEL working to promote broad access to the Internet; one dealing with the necessary standards for interoperability of networks over which the Internet operates and the other with the necessary protocols for wide spread access to new services.



Request ministries or departments responsible for telecommunications and appropriate regulatory bodies to cooperate, within CITEL, in order to clarify and simplify rules governing the provision of satellite services in our countries, and work to complete the development of a Hemispheric Web site including each country’s requirements and forms of application for licensing to provide satellite-based telecommunications services;

Canada
Venezuela



Canada has shared its experiences with regards to governing the provision of satellite services with other countries of the region and will continue to do so.



Promote the modernization and expansion of telecommunications infrastructure in rural and urban areas through timely introduction of new technologies and services, in particular broadband technologies, the adoption of new standards on telecasting, Web casting, and Internet Protocol (IP), paying particular attention to spectrum management, interconnection policies, appropriate pace of development and emergency communications;

Canada








OAS-CITEL


CITEL has an active program in this area: it’s handbook on Universal Service is being updated; the cooperative agreement  with European Standards Organization is directed towards agreement on standards for new services; Guidelines on interconnection policy have been prepared and distributed; and a database on spectrum usage in the Americas has been developed to assist in the spectrum management activities of the member countries.





OAS-IACD
The pilot projects have been financed through FEMCIDI.  

A financial mechanism is being created for the rest of the initiative that combines private sector lines of credit, funds from bilateral and multilateral development organizations, and donations.
Implementation is underway in Honduras where 3 Solar Villages have been established, integrating solar energy with satellite systems for telecommunications and Internet access.
The objective of the "Connectivity and Energy for Rural Communities" initiative
is to provide electricity, telecommunications and Internet connectivity to the rural communities of the Americas which lack access to telecommunications networks and electricity.

The initiative involves the installation of appropriate renewable energy and communications systems in public buildings, community centers, schools and health care facilities.  Since these community centers will have access to basic services (light, telephone, video, and Internet connectivity) as well as priority applications in the areas of education, health, agricultural development and micro-enterprise development.  In order to overcome institutional and human resource obstacles to implementing these centers, the initiative will use technical assistance for the institutional strengthening of local entities and training in systems maintenance and computers.  Throughout its course, the initiative will seek to work with national and local governments to support their rural development programs.



Address voluntary funding for the implementation of CITEL's additional mandates set out in this Plan of Action;

OAS-CITEL




CITEL is seeking to strengthen its routine activities regarding seeking voluntary funding to augment its budget so that the additional mandates imposed by the Agenda for Connectivity and its associated Action Plan may be carried out. Voluntary funding sources are being sought from both governments and the private sector. CITEL has as its basic principal cooperative action by governments and the private sector.


Transport
Endorse the areas for cooperation identified at the Ministers' meeting in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in March 2001;

 Canada



The Executive Committee is establishing contact with regional organizations having a transportation mandate and programme to increase cooperation and reduce duplications.




OAS

July 2001, September 2001

OAS: A series of roundtable meetings on natural disaster response and reducing infrastructure vulnerability in the transporation sector took place in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Honduras in July 2001, and in Guatemala and Panama in September 2001, in response to the Declaration of the Meeting of Transporation Ministers (OAS/USDE).  


Promote and facilitate increased cooperation, convergence and information‑sharing in the transportation‑related activities of the five subregions of the Hemisphere and with multilateral organizations, with a view to furthering the development of human and institutional capacity and ensuring the environmental sustainability of transportation systems and infrastructure; to this end, request that the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) continues to provide its valuable support to the WHTI;

ECLAC


Since April 1998 ECLAC Transportation Unit has collaborated with the Western Hemisphere Transport Initiative (WHTI).  The First Ministerial Meeting requested ECLAC to propose a Plan of action for the integration of regional transportation systems in the Americas. ECLAC proposal was approved in the Second Ministerial Meeting (Punta del Este, Uruguay, March 2001) and thereon ECLAC has continued elaborating in  more detail the three main areas of the Plan of Action i.e Mechanisms for institutional collaboration, the project of a Network of Knowledge in Transportation and a series of case studies on best practices on inter-modal transportation in the Americas.  

In addition, ECLAC has continued to work with the Executive Committee for WHTI on hemispheric transport statistics. In the framework of this cooperation, on October 11-12, 2001 a meeting of the Data System Project of the WHTI took place in Santiago.

In 2001, ECLAC also published two case studies on best practices in intermodal transportation in the Americas: “Best practices in intermodal transportation in the Americas: Case study on exports from Mercosur to NAFTA,” and “Best practices in intermodal transportation in the Americas: Case study on imports in the Andean Community from NAFTA.”  

In May 2002, ECLAC participated in the Fourth Meeting of the Executive Committee of WHTI in Brasilia, where it proposed the creation of a “Knowledge Network” and made a presentation on regional maritime transport.  In October 2002, ECLAC will take part in the Fifth Reunion of the Executive Committee.

In relation to maritime transportation, during the Third Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Ports Commission (CIP) of the OAS (Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, December 2001), ECLAC made concrete proposals to strengthen collaboration in three areas i.e. productivity indicators, use of internet for the decentralized up-dating of statistics and specialized conferences, and expanding the coverage of the Maritime Profile published by ECLAC.  A web page with port statistics for CIP was created and made available at www.eclac.cl/transporte/perfil/cipstat.asp.



Improve human resources development programs by encouraging exchanges of personnel among the countries and institutions of the region, as well as the development of, and participation in, transportation‑related training programs and the dissemination of information regarding these programs by way of the WHTI's Web site and by other means;

OAS

ECLAC*






Emphasize the need to develop proper infrastructure and high safety standards as a principal priority for the WHTI's work program, while recognizing the importance of human and institutional capacity development in ensuring the safety of transportation services;

Brazil










December 4, 2001
Meeting of the WHTI Executive Committee, Washington DC



Actively and collectively encourage international maritime and air carriers to fully comply with International Maritime Organization (IMO), International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) standards of safety governing the transport of dangerous goods including nuclear, hazardous and noxious substances and waste and stress the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in place;








Actively and collectively encourage international maritime carriers, in particular cruise ships, to comply with IMO standards in relation to the protection of the marine environment, and to take full account of the special area status of the wider Caribbean;








Acknowledging the concerns of some states about the transport of radioactive material, including waste, through routes close to the coasts of states or along navigable waterways of the Hemisphere and the potential health consequences for our people and the possible threat to the marine environment, and consistent with maritime rights and obligations in international law; encourage and support full compliance with existing IMO and IAEA conventions, standards and codes of practice and stress the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in place; encourage the consideration by the IAEA and the IMO and other competent international bodies to strengthen additional international measures, as necessary, which may include: the assurance of non‑contamination of the marine environment; the recovery of radioactive material, including waste, in the case of accidental release; the provision of relief, rehabilitation or reconstruction, as appropriate, for affected people in the case of an accident; and invite countries shipping radioactive material, including waste, to provide timely information to potentially affected states in the Hemisphere relating to such shipments, consistent with the need to maintain and ensure the safety and security of those shipments;








Instruct our Ministers of Transportation to explore the possibility of discussing the modernization of air services in order to meet the growing flow of people and goods that has been taking place in the Hemisphere;







Energy
Political Declaration: 

Recognizing the importance of energy as one of the fundamental bases for economic development, the region's prosperity and improved quality of life, we commit to pursuing renewable energy initiatives, promoting energy integration and enhancing regulatory frameworks and their application, while promoting the principles of sustainable development.

Plan of Action:

Recognize that in pursuing the regional integration of energy markets, issues such as market reform and stability, regulatory reform and trade liberalization will be addressed; support and endorse the Hemispheric Energy Initiative  which promotes policies and practices to advance such integration;







Disaster Management

Introduction


Political Declaration:

We commit to strengthening hemispheric cooperation and national capacities to develop a more integrated approach to the management of natural disasters. We will continue to implement policies that enhance our ability to prevent, mitigate and respond to the consequences of natural disasters. We agree to study measures to facilitate timely access to financial resources to address emergency needs.

Plan of Action:

Develop the capacity to forecast, prepare for and mitigate the potential impacts of natural and man‑made hazards; promote vulnerability reduction; adopt and enforce better building codes and standards; ensure appropriate land‑use practices; inventory and evaluate the vulnerability of critical facilities and infrastructure; estimate climate change variability and sea‑level rise and assess their possible impacts; and in pursuit of the above, create the requisite legal framework and establish the cooperative mechanisms to access and share advances in science and technology and their application in the early warning, preparedness for and mitigation of these hazards;

Peru








OAS – USDE

WB
The World Bank
This work began in early 2002 and was completed in June 2002.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

OAS/USDE, with financial support from the World Bank, compiled existing best practices for hazard risk management in the Caribbean and undertook an assessment of actual risk management practices, as measured against these good practices, in the following countries and territories: Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The results of these assessments were used to prepare the document Natural Hazard Risk Management in the Caribbean: Revisiting the Challenge, which was presented and discussed at the 2002 meeting of the Consultative Group for Caribbean Economic Development (CGCED), held in Washington in June 2002. The purpose for the development of this paper and for the discussion at the CGCED was to identify opportunities for hazard risk reduction and appropriate levels and responsible institutions for risk management actions in the region.


Promote the exchange of information on the vulnerability of infrastructure exposed to disasters as well as the early warning capacity, particularly in the border areas of the countries of the Americas, in order to design specific prevention measures in the fields of engineering and legislation with the aim of reducing the socio-economic impact of natural disasters; 

Canada 



None related to the NDMS




OAS – USDE 

CDERA
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
CHAMP began in June 2002 and is scheduled to be completed in July 2005.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

OAS/USDE and the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) are jointly executing the Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP), a program to assist countries in the Caribbean region with development of comprehensive, national hazard vulnerability reduction policies and programs; and development and implementation of safer building training and certification. The project will build on recent regional experience with development of national policies and plans for comprehensive hazard vulnerability reduction. 

The expected results of the program include:

· a model hazard mitigation policy for the Caribbean; 

· refined models and guidance documents for hazard mitigation policy development and implementation; 

· viable natural hazard vulnerability reduction programs in pilot countries; 

· builders and artisans trained in safer building techniques; 

· a training and certification program for safe building; 

· initiation of gender mainstreaming activities in hazard vulnerability; and 

strengthened capacity at CDERA for guiding comprehensive hazard vulnerability reduction.


Establish or strengthen, where appropriate, partnerships with all relevant actors, including the private sector, technical professional associations, regional institutions, civil society, educational and research institutions and other multilateral coordinating agencies such as the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in the development and implementation of disaster management policies and programs at the national and community levels, and promote greater awareness and effective integration of these policies and programs among national policy makers, local authorities, communities and media, and promote  the insurance and reinsurance of the social and economic infrastructure as well as the decentralization of information and decision-making;

OAS -USDE


University of California Pacific Rim Research Program

Tokyo Soil Research Co., Japan
The workshop was held October 3-4, 2002 in the University of California in San Diego.
This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Hemispheric Action Plan for the Vulnerability Reduction of the Education Sector to Natural Hazards (EDUPLANhemisférico)

Participation in the Seismic Safety of School Buildings in the Latin-American Pacific Rim: Formulation of an International Strategy, October 3-4, 2002: San Diego, California. Sponsored by the University of California Pacific Rim Research Program and the Tokyo Soil Research Co., Japan.

EDUPLANhemisférico is the result of a broad process of consultation and consensus-building, including the Plans of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998) and Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 1996).   It also draws on the Hemispheric Conferences for Vulnerability Reduction of Socio-Natural Disasters in the Education Sector held in Caracas, Venezuela, from September 15 to 17, 1997, and October 2 to 4, 2000, and on previous activities including the OAS-ECHO program on the Reduction of Vulnerability in the Education Sector to Natural Disasters in Central America and the Caribbean. Academic Aspects, Public Participation, and Physical Infrastructure are the three thematic areas of EDUPLANhemisférico. 

EDUPLANhemisférico is being implemented through local, national, and regional activities supported by the voluntary efforts of Technical Secretariats, which work in partnership with a wide variety of agencies, organizations, and educators. Argentina, Trinidad, Costa Rica, Peru, USA, and Venezuela host the existing Technical Secretariats.





ECLAC


ECLAC, besides providing support and technical cooperation to countries in the region that have been affected by natural disasters, has been carrying forward research and strengthening the evaluative capacity of the region through extrabudgetary activities.  

In May 2002, an updated version of the manual on the evaluation of the socio-economic impact of natural disasters was completed, with the addition of a section on the evaluation of disasters’ environmental impact.  A gender approach was introduced throughout the manual with a methodological chapter highlighting the impact of disasters on women.  

Furthermore, several evaluations where conducted in various countries in the region: Venezuela (1999 floods), Belize (hurricane Keith in 2000), El Salvador (2001 earthquakes), Jamaica (hurricane Michelle in 2001), and Central America (impact of the 2001 drought).  Other technical assistance activities included capacity building for the staff of the Government of Belize and training workshops for the World Bank (Disaster Management Facility), WHO/PAHO, the Asian Disaster Prevention Center (ADPC) with the World Bank, and Central American countries on the subject of the evaluation of the impact of disasters with the pertinent regional institutions (CEPREDENAC, SICA, INCAP and SCAC-IICA). 

In addition to providing an assessment of the changes in the living conditions of the population and in the environment, and an evaluation of the impact of natural disasters on economic development, ECLAC work in this field has provided governments with a tool to design their reconstruction policies following criteria of mitigation and reduction of disasters and to mobilize cooperation and financing from the international community.  An example of this was the Meeting of the Consultative Group held in Madrid at the beginning of March 2001 to define the cooperation required by El Salvador in the wake of the two earthquakes that hit the country and to follow up the effects of Hurricane Mitch in 1998, as well as the development and modernization strategy of Central America.

In Central America, to support the Modernization and Development Plan for Central America and the Central American Quinquennium for the Reduction of Disasters, documents on regional vulnerability were prepared, as well as capacity-building activities on the use of the methodology developed by ECLAC.  In the Andean area, the ongoing cooperation with the Andean Development Corporation (ADC) materialized in national and regional (Andean) chapters on the socio-economic impact of El Niño in 1997-98 for publications carried on by ADC during 2001 and 2002.

Because of the increasing need to evaluate disasters associated with natural phenomena and the management of post-conflict situations, the International Financial Institutions –particularly the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)- have asked for ECLAC’s cooperation to this regard, are supporting the work agenda carried on until today, and are adopting the methodology as part of its training agenda for all staff working on these issues.  To this respect, a memorandum of understanding with the World Bank was signed and a project with IDB is soon to start.

ECLAC is also up-dating its Methodology for evaluation of the socio-economic evaluation of natural disasters, initially developed in 1991.





OAS – USDE

University of South Florida’s Centre for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance (CDMHA)

USF Globalization Research Centre

Centro de Prevención de Desastres Naturales de América Central (CEPREDENAC)

Comité Regional de Recursos Hídricos del Istmo Centroamericano (CRRH)

Sistema de la Integración Centroamericana (SICA)
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT)

University of South Florida College of Public Health, Center for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance (USF/CDMHA)

Comité Regional de Recursos Hídricos del Istmo Centroamericano (CRRH)

University of Texas at Austin

Comisión Centroamericana de Transporte Marítimo (COCATRAM)
The TCC II was held in Tampa, Florida, June 12-15, 2002

The Central America Corridor was held in San Jose, Costa Rica, February 27 – March 01, 2002

The North America Workshop was held in Austin, Texas, September 19-20, 2002 

The PROCORREDOR program is ongoing
This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Second Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction of Trade Corridors to Socio-Natural Disasters (TCC II) 

The TCC II was held in Tampa, Florida, June 12-15, 2002, with the support of the USF/CDMHA as part of the Training and Research Program on Trade Corridors Development (PROCORREDOR). Since 1994 OAS/USDE has designed and carried out a series of activities on the structure and function of trade corridors, particularly on their vulnerability to socio-natural hazards. PROCORREDOR, a research and training consortium, was created in 1999 around an initial core group of university-based executing institutions. To date, PROCORREDOR has 13 collaborating centers in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Perú, Uruguay and the U.S. to further develop their capacity to advise governments, consult with the private sector, and prepare the next generation of trade corridors specialists.

Trade corridors exist within the following major trade agreement areas: North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM), the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), and the Central America Common Market (MCCA).
This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Workshop on Hydraulic Resources Management, and Prevention, Mitigation and Adaptation to Disasters of Hydrometeorological Origin in the Context of the Central America Logistic Corridors Strategy, held in San Jose, Costa Rica, February 27 – March 01, 2002 with the support of CEPREDENAC, CRRH and SICA 

North America Workshop on Transportation Vulnerability Reduction to Socio-Natural Disasters, held in Austin, Texas, September 19-20, 2002, with the support of the University of Texas at Austin

The corridor regional workshops were originated in 1995 and are part of the recommendations of the First Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction of Trade Corridors to Natural Disasters (TCC-I).


Promote the exchange of knowledge and experiences regarding the combat against inappropriate practices in the exploitation of natural resources and unsustainable patterns of consumption, including the problems of waste management, which increase the vulnerability of the people to natural disasters;

Canada 








OAS – USDE

Centro de Prevención de Desastres Naturales de América Central (CEPREDENAC)
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT)

CEPREDENAC
The implementation is ongoing.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Follow up with CEPREDENAC to the results of the Round Table meetings on the Mechanisms for Mutual Assistance in Case of Damage and Vulnerability Reduction of Transportation Infrastructure in Central America and the General Study on the Vulnerability of Road Segments to Natural Hazards of the Pan American Highway and its Complementary Corridors in Central America

Continued support to the national technical teams in Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama, and continue advisory service to the process adopted by CEPREDENAC.


Promote the development of telecommunications for humanitarian assistance; actively encourage greater use and interoperability of telecommunications and other technologies and information systems that allow the observation and monitoring of different natural phenomena; use early warning systems such as remote sensing imagery, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) based data necessary to address and prevent emergencies; promote the compatibility of these systems in the planning and response to emergency operations among governments, specialized agencies, relevant international organizations, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and, in this spirit, consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations;

Canada 






Establish information networks with the involvement of the Inter‑American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and other relevant regional and international organizations to exchange scientific and technological knowledge and experiences; encourage further regional and subregional action to reduce risks and improve response to natural disasters; promote joint research and development technologies and contribute to strengthen coordination of national prevention and response agencies in natural disasters; to achieve this, draw on the work of ECLAC on the improvement, up‑dating and implementation of its damage assessment methodology and continue to promote natural disaster mitigation and risk reduction awareness and preparedness;

OAS - USDE
International Institute for Infrastructural, Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering, Delft, The Netherlands (IHE-Delft), which host the International Secretariat of the Dialogue on Water and Climate (IS-DWC)
This is a one-year project estimated. The activities start on April 01, 2002 and will last until June 2003. However, this initiative is part of a broad experience implemented by the USDE since 1995 with the finance of a variety of international agencies to support national, regional and international executing agencies in SVP activities en Central America.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Dialogue on Water and Climate on Central America Small Valley Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Program (DWC/SVP) Regional Platform Development (SVP Regional Platform)

The SVP Regional Platform is one of the Central America Regional Dialogues on Water and Climate implemented by USDE including Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. This project is supported by the International Institute for Infrastructural, Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering, Delft, The Netherlands (IHE Delft), which host the International Secretariat of the Dialogue on Water and Climate (IS-DWC). The activities of this project are aimed at helping the existing community-based SVP groups in Central America to come together to guide the formation of a regional platform to support integrated small-valley floodplain management in the face of climate variability and increasing losses due to flooding. These groups and the additional groups that may come into existence during the development of the SVP will form the advisory committee and client of a non-governmental organization (NGO) consortium that will support SVP participants with technical advisory and training services through the SVP Regional Platform.


Consider the creation of a hemispheric system for prevention and mitigation of disasters that would include, among others, a specialized database containing the best information available on the characteristics, experiences, strengths and weaknesses of national and regional agencies responsible for disaster prevention and mitigation and provide a new framework for technical cooperation and research aimed at creating a hemispheric culture of prevention and solidarity;

OAS –USDE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Coastal Services Centre (NOAA/CSC)

CDB
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Coastal Services Center (NOAA/CSC)

Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
The VAT III will be held in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, in December 4-5, 2002. The VAT workshop series began in 2000 and will continue.
This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Third Vulnerability Assessment Techniques (VAT III) Workshop as part of the activities of the Inter-American Task Force of the OAS through its Working Group on Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction in Development  (IATF/MDRD)

Programming activities for the workshop to be held in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, in December 4-5, 2002 in coordination with NOAA/CSC and CDB. Case studies from the Caribbean, Latin America and North America will be presented. The objective of the workshop is to identify, present and discuss a variety of natural hazard vulnerability assessment methodologies and their applications, and identify gaps in coverage, particularly from the point of view of present and potential users from the public and private sectors at all levels. The recommendations will be taken into consideration by the sponsoring organizations in their respective institutional contexts, and will be used by OAS in its policy and strategic action initiatives regarding vulnerability assessments and indexing for formal consideration by the countries of the hemisphere.



Adopt and support, as appropriate, initiatives aimed at promoting capacity building at all levels, such as the transfer and development of technology for prevention – risk reduction, awareness, preparedness, mitigation – and response to natural and other disasters, as well as for the rehabilitation of affected areas;








Promote mechanisms that incorporate risk management and risk reduction methods in public and private development investments;

OAS – USDE

Inter-America Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)
No specific funding available.
The implementation is ongoing.
This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management and Disaster Response (IASTRAP)

The OAS General Assembly at its meeting on June 2002 in Barbados, requested the IACNDR to begin its work on the IASTRAP as requested in the AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-0/02) "Natural Disaster Reduction" - Preparation of Strategic Plan on Disaster Response and Vulnerability Reduction by the IACNDR. At the request of the General Secretariat the USDE is providing the technical support to the IACNDR. To date, the following structure has been prepared: 

· Executive Summary

· Introduction

· Objective (reduction of member states' need to call on the international community for humanitarian assistance, financial capital and technology to deal with the threat and aftermath of natural hazard events through reducing the vulnerability of their populations and economic and social infrastructure to natural hazards, and improving their preparedness to anticipate and respond to events)

· Structure and Function of IASTRAP

1. The Hemispheric Context of Disaster Response and Vulnerability Reduction through Acquired Commitments 

2. The Objective and Need for an Inter-American Strategic Plan

3. Action Components

4. Follow up actions for IASTRAP implementation



Convene within a year a hemispheric meeting on disaster preparedness and mitigation with the support of the IACNDR and the participation of a wide range of government entities, regional and MDBs, private entities, NGOs and the research, scientific and technical communities, to discuss and develop cooperative efforts to facilitate implementation of Summit mandates on disaster management;

Chile








OAS


U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).
December 4-6, 2001

The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE) is holding working groups to prepare and evaluate the final results of the Hemispheric Conference by March 2002.
The Disaster Management Hemispheric Conference was co-convened by the US Government and the OAS and hosted by the Government of Costa Rica on December 4-6, 2001, in San José, Costa Rica.  At the Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec City, the United States committed to support the disaster theme by holding a special hemispheric meeting.  The Government of Costa Rica co-sponsored the event with the Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office of USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) based in San José, Costa Rica.





PAHO


Hemispheric Disaster Risk Reduction Conference Hosted by USAID, Costa Rica’s National Emergency Commission, the Pan American Health Organization, co-convened by the Organization of American States and organized by the US Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance, this conference was held 4-6 December 2001 in San Jose, Costa Rica. Over 500 participants from across the Hemisphere came together for plenary and workshop sessions on implementing the disaster management summit mandates.  A wide range of government entities, regional and multilateral development banks, private entities, NGOs and the research, scientific and technical communities participated in developing various cooperative efforts to facilitate implementation of Summit mandates on disaster management.  Plenary sessions included issues such as: the link to mandates from the Quebec City Summit of the Americas, democracy and disasters, national plans for risk reduction, information management and public awareness, and international actors in the field.  Working groups were comprised of sectors (agriculture, education, heath and critical facilities) meeting crosscutting issues (finance, civil society, information technology and land use management). 





Request the IDB to undertake a feasibility study in partnership with the OAS, the World Bank, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and other relevant inter‑American organizations, as well as the private sector, including insurance companies, on measures to reduce and/or pool risk in a manner that results in reduced premiums on catastrophic insurance, and mechanisms to facilitate contingent re‑construction financing and the immediate release of funds to resolve urgent needs of the affected country; this study would examine the relationship between re‑insurance and national and community disaster management  capacities, as well as trends toward dis‑investment and job losses in those economic sectors requiring costly catastrophic insurance coverage and the role such measures might play in this regard;  share with the private sector experiences in the development and application of risk management tools such as risk transfer instruments, vulnerability assessment methodologies and risk reduction incentives for the private sector;

IDB



For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.
- A seminar on the application of financial instruments for the management of natural disasters was held in May 2001. The study presented at this seminar, was distributed at regional dialogue meetings on disaster in November 2001. It is expected to be published in 2002.

- A three-country study on the viability of using new financial instruments, already available in developed markets, to mitigate and transfer the risk associated with natural disasters is being developed (NTF).

- A proposal for a study on insurance markets for natural catastrophe risk transfer was initiated as part of the Puebla-Panama Plan and submitted to the MIF for funding.







OAS – USDE

WB

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
The Global Environment Facility, through the World Bank

Canadian International Development Agency


Dutch Government

US Government, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Work on MACC project preparation began in 2001. The project will be completed in 2006.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Change (MACC) follows the successful CPACC (Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change) Project, which was designed to increase national and regional capacity to monitor sea level and key climatic indicators and to plan for adapting to the effects of global climate change on coastal and marine resources.

MACC aims to integrate climate change and variability into the agendas of the tourism, agriculture, fisheries and infrastructure sectors. The project will refine and disseminate vulnerability assessment methodologies, build regional scenarios and applicable models and work with the private sector and the CDB to promote the use of building codes and incentives for disaster prevention. 

Development of MACC activities and the project's structure and timeline was guided by national, regional and sectoral consultations, culminating in a final MACC preparation workshop in August 2002.

Environmental Foundation for Sustainable Development

Environment and Natural Resources Management


Welcome the outcomes and endorse the areas of cooperation identified at the recent hemispheric meeting of Ministers responsible for the Environment held in Montreal;

Reaffirm our commitments to implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) to which we are party, including through enactment and effective enforcement of any necessary domestic laws, reiterating common and differentiated responsibilities as set forth in Principle 7 of the1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and taking into account the needs and concerns of small developing countries and noting, in this context, the recently concluded Global Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; also stress the need to build synergies among MEAs to enhance their effectiveness in implementation and to strengthen international cooperation;

Colombia






Support the preparatory process for the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development to review progress achieved in the implementation of the outcome of the UN Conference on Environment and Development, focusing on areas where further efforts are needed to implement Agenda 21 and explore ways to reinvigorate the global commitment to sustainable development;

OEA - USDE
Funding for this process occurs through the Regular Funded posts within the Unit and external funds that are raised to implement specific aspects of the plan of action and resolutions passed at the General Assembly.
The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE) prepared a document that evaluated the final results of the CIDSIII Meeting.  The final report entitled:  Towards Sustainable Development in the Americas – Report on Summit Implementation, has been widely circulated to ministries, NGOs, and universities throughout the Hemisphere. 


The Meeting was convened to comply with the resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and the subsidiary organs of the CIDS operations, and with the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas.  The objectives of the meeting included (1) reviewing the progress in implementing the inter-American program on sustainable development in the five years since the Bolivia Summit; (2) identifying means to revitalize the inter-American position on sustainable development in the Summit of the Americas process; and (3) strengthening the OAS role as a forum for the dialogue and integration among the different sustainable development sectors. 

Ten years after the Earth Summit, the Americas was the only hemisphere to have convened a presidential level summit to specifically review Agenda 21 and set priorities among the hundreds of initiatives included in the UNCED document. Progress has been made in building stronger institutional links than in securing necessary financing. Progress is measurable in developing the tools for public involvement.  The Americas is the second region in the world to have formally approved a set of principles for citizen involvement in decision-making.
Nationl Level:   The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS)/Santa Cruz+5, held 11-12 February 2002, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C.  Eight resolutions were forwarded to the OAS General Assembly entitled: 

- Support for the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development Initiatives

- Climate Change

- Inter-American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA)

- Reduction of Vulnerability to Natural Hazards in the Americas

- Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network

- Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development

- Water Management Framework for the Americas

- Environmental Education for Sustainable Development.

In addition, a ninth resolution on climate change entitled: AG/RES. 1864 (XXXII-O/02)

The Socioeconomic and Environmental Impact of Climate Change on the Countries of the Hemisphere. (Resolution adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2002) was forwarded.

These CIDS III resolutions were approved at the THIRTY-SECOND REGULAR SESSION of the OAS General Assembly June 2, 2002 Bridgetown, Barbados (OEA/Ser.P AG/doc.4143/02 4 June 2002 Original).




ECLAC


ECLAC activities in the preparatory process for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) began in January 2000 with the organization together with different agencies and programs of the United Nations system of a Regional Consultative Meeting on Sustainable Development, held in Santiago, Chile.

The most important activities of the regional preparatory process were coordinated by ECLAC, UNEP’s regional office and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) of the Secretariat, in cooperation with UNDP.  As part of the preparatory process, four subregional meetings were organized, followed by the Latin American and Caribbean Regional Preparatory Conference for the World Summit on Sustainable Development, hosted by the Government of Brazil in Rio de Janeiro, on October 23 and 24, 2001.  This process had a satisfactory outcome, given that most countries in the region took active participation and that the regional evaluation of progress attained on the region since the UN Conference on Environment and Development (“The Sustainability of Development in Latin America and the Caribbean”, C/G. 2145 CONF. 90/3) was favorably received by countries during the Regional Conference.  Moreover, a platform for regional action for the future was agreed with a high degree of political consensus (Rio de Janeiro Platform for Action towards Johannesburg 2002).

The results of this Regional Conference were presented at the Second Meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the WSSD, which took place in New York, USA, during the months of January and February 2002.

In the framework of the preparatory process to the Johannesburg Summit, ECLAC and UNDP organized during the Regional Conference a High Level Panel of Financing for Sustainable Development, for which ECLAC prepared a document entitled Financing for sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Due to the positive reception of this work and considering the thematic linkage, ECLAC and UNDP organized a similar event during the International Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, March 2002). 

One of the main activities of ECLAC in the WSSD was the organization of a parallel activity titled “Financing and Investment for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean: Regional Perspectives on the Fulfillment of the Monterrey Consensus and the Plan of Implementation for Johannesburg”.  This parallel event was organized by the Government of Mexico, ECLAC, UNDP, and the Andean Development Corporation (ADC).  Furthermore, ECLAC was involved in those linked to the promotion of the principles of access to information, public participation and justice in environmental matters (parallel event organized by the Economic Commission for Europe) and in the launch of the World Report on the Access Initiative.



Request the OAS through its General Secretariat, in coordination with other agencies, to organize a meeting at the ministerial level before the end of 2001, to be held in Bolivia on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Santa Cruz de la Sierra Summit of 1996, and present contributions to the Rio+10 Summit in 2002, recognizing that by its nature, sustainable development has long-term goals that require the countries of the Hemisphere to act in concert in this area;













IICA

Important actions are being implemented in the field of sustainable rural development, and will continue to be throughout the 2002-2006 period. This is confirmed by the Schedule of Expected Results for IICA’s cooperation during the period as a whole and for each year.

IICA’s desire to undertake sustainable development efforts in compliance with the Summit mandates can be seen in the Medium Term Plans for the 1994-1998, 1998-2002 and 2002-2006 periods.  IICA will continue to contribute, through programs and actions, to the implementation of the environmental and sustainable development agenda of the Summit process.
IICA’s 2002-2006 Medium Term Plan, approved in October 2002 by the Executive Committee (comprised of representatives of 12 Member States), clearly reflects the Institute’s strategic approach to sustainable development. The Vision states the Institute’s intention of transforming itself into a development agency that promotes sustainable agricultural development, food security and prosperity in the rural communities of the Americas.

The Mission emphasizes the sustainability of agriculture, stating that IICA will support the Member States in their pursuit of progress and prosperity in the hemisphere through the modernization of the rural sector, the promotion of food security, and the development of an agricultural sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

These guidelines underpin the sustainable rural development actions contained in IICA’s National Technical Cooperation Agendas.

Through the Directorate of Sustainable Rural Development, IICA: (i) disseminates international agreements on sustainable development, including both conceptual and practical material on different sustainable development topics; (ii) maintains a web page devoted to the subject (www.infoagro.net/codes); and, (iii) has consulted the countries about the progress made in implementing the mandates and written a report to send to the OAS Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment.

As follow-up to the Summit of Bolivia, IICA participated in the Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Sustainable Development (IACSD).
Sustainable rural development is a strategic area of IICA’s technical cooperation. In the third quarter of 2002, the IICA offices in the 34 countries concluded the formulation of the National Technical Cooperation Agendas. These set out IICA’s response to the needs of the countries. Sustainable development actions are being implemented on three fronts. These are: (i) support for the formulation of sustainable rural development strategies and policies; (ii) the development of management capabilities; and, (iii) institutional modernization.

IICA implements projects on sustainable development, such as the Hillsides/IICA/Holland Binational Project, which promotes the sustainable use of land on hillsides in El Salvador and Honduras; and supports national programs, such as the National Sustainable Rural Development Program in Honduras and the Rural Panama Plan.




IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer tot he Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

-This program aims to prevent and mitigate natural disasters, and develop the capacity for effective risk management. The IDB will support mechanisms to incorporate risk reduction into planning and investment processes. Together with other institutions, it will also promote the exchange of information on best practices to respond to emergencies and to carry out effective reconstruction plans. Additionally, it will help to identify possible insurance mechanisms. Likewise, the Bank will put at the disposal of the countries a new rapid disbursement facility for the prevention and mitigation of risks.

- The use of a special financial instrument, the Sector Facility for Disaster Prevention, was approved in March 2001. Two operations, one in the Dominican Republic and the other in Bolivia, are being prepared for financing through the Facility in 2002.

- A paper on national systems and institutional mechanisms for disaster risk management was prepared for the first meeting of the Regional Policy Dialogue on Disasters, which was held in November 2001. The second part of the report as well as the evaluation of policy alternatives for financial protection will be ready for the second meeting to be held in May 2002.

- A training program for IDB country offices was held in November 2001 at the National University of Colombia in Manizales.

- A training workshop for technical and financial staff at Bank headquarters took place in February 2002.

- The IDB participated in and was a co-organizer of the Hemispheric Conference on Disaster Reduction held in San José, Costa Rica in December 2001.

- The Bank approved a US$32.7 million soft loan for Nicaragua to promote the sustainable use and development of renewable resources and to reduce the impact of natural disasters.

- A seminar on strategic issues in water use and management was held during the Bank’s Annual Meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil, in March 2002.



Request the United Nations Environment Program (UNP) and PAHO to support the convening of a regional meeting between Ministers responsible for the Environment and Ministers of Health to take stock of progress achieved, to identify priority areas for renewed emphasis and cooperative initiatives, and to explore ways of  moving forward in the Americas and globally, with a view to contributing to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, recognizing the links between the environment and human health;

Canada
Chile








PAHO


31 governmental delegations from across the Americas, including 14 Health Ministers and 15 Environment Ministers met in Ottawa from 4-5 March, with the active participation and expertise of PAHO and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The purpose of this meeting was: to review progress made in the implementation of the Pan American Charter on Health and Environment in Sustainable Human Development since 1995; to identify priority areas for renewed emphasis and cooperative initiatives; to find further opportunities for joint action between health and environment; and, to contribute to the Sustainable Development Summit in Johannesburg. A joint communiqué reaffirmed commitment to the Pan American Charter on Health and Environment in Sustainable Human Development, and pledged concentrated action in the priority areas of environmental health.  These areas included: the integrated management of water resources, including sanitation infrastructure; air quality; management of chemicals; disasters; workers health; food security and safety; and, the impacts of climate change on health and ethics of sustainable environment.



Resolve, as parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to pursue its objectives in accordance with its provisions and to address the issue of climate change as a priority for action, working constructively through international processes in order to make the necessary progress to ensure a sound and effective response to climate change; recognize the vulnerabilities in all our countries, in particular of Small Island Developing States and low‑lying coastal states, and the need to support the conduct of vulnerability assessments, the development and implementation of adaptation strategies, capacity building and technology transfer;








Promote the adoption, implementation and enforcement of national legislation, regulations, standards and policies that provide for high levels of environmental protection, recognizing the right of each country to set its own levels of environmental protection and, to this end, reinforce cooperative partnerships, placing particular emphasis on achieving cleaner air, enhancing access to safe water and sanitation services, and strengthening national and regional capacities for integrated water resources management and for waste management;

OAS – USDE

UNEP

WB

GEF
Guarani Aquifer

Global Environmental Facility, The World Bank,  GS/OAS, Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay

Bermejo Global Environmental Facility, United Nations Environment Programme, GS/OAS, Governments of Argentina and Bolivia

San Juan: Global Environmental Facility United Nations Environment Programme, GS/OAS, Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua

San Francisco:

Global Environmental Facility, United Nations Environment Programme, GS/OAS, Government of Brazil

Alto Paraguay-Pantanal:

Global Environmental Facility, United Nations Environment Programme, GS/OAS, Government of Brazil

Strengthening the Water Resource Sector in Brazil:Government of Brazil, GS/OAS


Project activities are currently on-going, in accordance to the specific project schedule agreed upon with donors and national executing agencies.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Regional Level:  Several projects being undertaken at the sub-regional level, working with national institutions in increasing capacity for integrated water resource management and improving environmental management at the national and local level.  OAS/USDE acts as regional executing agency in the implementation of these projects, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and/or the World Bank, and with financing primarily from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  These projects include:

· Formulation of a Strategic Action Program for the Integrated Management of Water Resources and the Sustainable Development of the San Juan River Basin and its Coastal Zone (SJRB). Initiated in January 2001, this US$4.0 million 3-year project is being executed by the governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, through MINAE (Ministry of Environment and Energy) and MARENA (Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources) respectively.  The project, the first transboundary water basin endeavor in the Central American Isthmus, has established and developed two main areas of action.  The first, based on a bottom-up approach, is to strengthen the institutional arrangements between multiple-stakeholders, such as non-governmental institutions, universities, and ministries of environment across the border, with particular emphasis on building institutional capacity of local governments.  The second is to enhance the importance of PROCUENCA-SAN JUAN for the development of regional strategies and action plans for the integrated management of water resources in Central America.  The project has already made significant progress in these two areas.

Today, more than 250 institutions, from farmers' cooperatives to schools, local municipalities, NGOs, universities, and ministries, are working together for the integrated management of the Basin and its coastal zone.  Municipalities across the border are being organized and institutionally strengthened for the integrated management of natural resources.  PROCUENCA-SAN JUAN is serving as a pilot project to develop monitoring and evaluating standards and information systems models for the Central American Isthmus, as it is being integrated into the Central American Plan of Action for the Integrated Management of Water Resources, lead by the Regional Committee of Water Resources (CRRH) of the Central American System for Integration (SICA).  A Basin-wide scientific and institutional information base has already been established, throughout the various phases of the project, upon which a broader and dynamic information system for the Basin is expected to be developed.

· Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the Binational Basin of the Bermejo River.  Project being executed in collaboration with the Governments of Argentina and Bolivia, through the Binational Comission for the Development of the Upper Bermejo and Grande de Tarija River Basins, with a US$11 million financial support from GEF.  The project seeks to help alleviate the main environmental problems affecting the binational basin, particularly erosion and sedimentation, and to promote the sustainable development of basin communities.  The project involves a total of 36 components, with a strong emphasis on institutional strengthening (at national, regional, and local level), public participation, and environmental education for sustainable water resource planning and management.   The project builds upon a very successful public participation process developed during the planning phase, which generated expectancy among riparian communities of greater citizen involvement in the management of the land and water resources of the basin.  Implementation of project components, today in its initial stages,  will give effect to the concept of public involvement in the sustainable use and protection of the Basin’s land and water resources,  increasing the capacity of local and national institutions for sustainable integrated water resource management.

· Project for the Environmental Protection and Sustainable Integrated Management of the Guaraní Aquifer (SAG). The Guarani Aquifer System is situated in the eastern and south central portions of South America, encompassing areas of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay. It is one of the largest groundwater reservoirs in the world, and considered a strategic water resource within the Mercosur region given its quality and quantity characteristics.  The Guarani project, formulated through extensive and broad-based participation by representatives of the municipal/departmental, state/provincial and national/federal governments, academic and research institutions, private sector representatives, and nongovernmental organizations, seeks to preserve this important resource, and to promote the sustainable, integrated management and use of the Guarani Aquifer System.  To achieve this goal, the four participating countries will jointly elaborate and implement a common institutional and technical framework for managing and preserving the Aquifer for current and future generations.  

· The project will be executed with a US$13.4 million grant from the GEF, with additional financing from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the German Geological Survey (BGR) and the Bank Netherlands Water Partnership Program (BNWPP).  OAS/USDE will act as the regional executing agency and the World Bank as the implementing agency for the GEF.   The project includes seven project components: (I) expansion and consolidation of the current scientific knowledge base regarding the Guarani Aquifer System; (ii) joint development and implementation of a Guarani Aquifer System Management Framework, based upon an agreed Strategic Program of Action; (iii) enhancement of public and stakeholder participation, social communication and environmental education; (iv) evaluation and monitoring of the project and dissemination of project results; (v) development of regionally-appropriate groundwater management and mitigation measures in identified “Hot Spots”; (vi) consideration of the potential to utilize the Guarani Aquifer System’s “clean” geothermal energy; and, (vii) project coordination and management.

Even though project implementation will only be initiated in November 2002, important achievements have been obtained as a result of the participatory project formulation process.  This includes a renewed and closer collaboration between the four participating countries for discussing and assessing common problems affecting their shared water resources, and the active participation and cooperation between institutions, within each country and between countries.  Other important achievements include 
the development of basin agreements in Argentina, the launching of the Brazilian program on groundwater and implementation of groundwater acts at national/subnational levels, the mobilization towards national water resources law in Paraguay, the creation of a thermal advisory Committee in Uruguay, the involvement of universities, NGOs, indigenous peoples and private sector on information dissemination, and the increased awareness and support from international agencies and donors.

National Level: 

· Implementation of Integrated Watershed Management Practices for the Pantanal and Upper Paraguay River Basin.  This US$ 6,615,000 GEF grant will promote sustainable economic and social activities in Pantanal, one of the largest and most biologically diverse wetlands in the world.  The project is being carried out in partnership with the Brazilian National Water Agency (ANA), and it aims to formulate and implement a comprehensive Watershed Management Program for the integrated and sustainable management of the Upper Paraguay River Basin and the Pantanal.  Project activities have contributed to strengthen the national and local capacities for integrated water resources management, through assessing the existing institutional and regulatory basis and formulating recommendation for water resources management; formulating and implementing local programs for water quality monitoring and developing water management tools (e.g. in the vicinity of the cities of Corumbá and Cuiabá) and environmental databases; quantifying the current and future ground and superficial water demand; and through environmental education and training programs. The Project has also contributed to the harmonization of the water resources and environmental legislations and has promoted improved environmental management at the municipal level, by strengthening the role of the Inter-municipal Consortia and promoting their membership in the Basin Committee. 

· Integrated Management of Land-based activities in the San Francisco River Basin. This GEF-funded project (US$ 4,771,000) represents the Latin American demonstration project under the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment form Land-based Activities (GPA). The main objective of the project is to promote sustainable development of the SFRB and its coastal zone, based upon the implementation of an integrated approach to management of the watershed and the coastal zone through Watershed Management Program (WMP).   The project is addressing the physical, biological, chemical, and institutional root causes of the degradation of the basin and coastal ecosystems. The project focuses on the use of economic instruments, the incorporation of land-based environmental concerns into development policies and plans, and implementation of an integrated approach to management of the Basin and its coastal zone.

· Strengthening the Water Resources Sector in Brazil. GS/OAS-Government of Brazil agreement initiated in January 2002 for continued support of policy development and technology transfer in water resource management, particularly in issues related to water scarcity and pollution control.  The agreement brings a total contribution of US$ 10,5 million from the Government of Brazil, to be implemented by USDE during the 2002-2004 period, in collaboration with the National Water Resource Secretariat and the Ministry of Environment of Brazil.   It aims at structuring and consolidating National and State water-resource policies, and to promote the sustainable use and management of water resources.




OAS – USDE/ 
USAID

Andean Development Corporation (CAF), through execution agreement with University of Calgary.
FIDA’s Environmental Assessment of FTAA is planned to end in September 2004.

FIDA’s initiative on Cleaner Production in South America is planned to end in September 2003. This time frame is subject to fund availability.

This information applies generally to the entire madate on Disaster Management.

Dialogue in support of member states on FTAA and the environmental sustainability.  On August 13–14, 2001 FIDA hosted with the Consejo Argentino para las Relaciones Internacionales (CARI) a trade and environment workshop in Buenos Aires along with participants from environmental agencies of MERCOSUR Member states. 

FIDA is working through its National Focal Points, the World Resources Institute, the University of Miami North-South Center, Tulane University and others, to coordinate a broader regional review, analysis and dialogue on national environmental challenges and opportunities that will arise in the context of trade expansion.

FIDA co-hosted with CCAD a Central America regional workshop in Managua, Nicaragua to highlight policy options for cleaner production and produced a policy report.

In June 2002, FIDA hosted an Internet virtual dialogue and a round table at headquarters on cleaner production and energy efficiency policies in South America. FIDA is currently in process of publishing a report on these two activities. 

 FIDA will continue supporting Member States to identify policy options for sustainable trade and industrial clean production policy in the Americas by developing partnerships with interested governmental representatives and experts in the region.


Consult and coordinate domestically and regionally, as appropriate, with the aim of ensuring that economic, social and environmental policies are mutually supportive and contribute to sustainable development, building on existing initiatives undertaken by relevant regional and international organizations;

IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

Program for the Sustainable Development of the Meso-American Biological Corridor:
The Bank is cooperating with other organizations (such as the World Bank and the Global Environment Facility) in the development of a strategy for sociocultural adaptation and community participation in the operations of this biological corridor. Sustainable natural resources management and poverty reduction will be addressed jointly through territorial planning strategies, environmentally sustainable economic activities, and participatory planning.

- The design of a consulting methodology for the Meso-American Biological Corridor is under way (NTF).

- A proposal for financing consultations with indigenous peoples for the preparation of the Cultural and Environmental Program of the Meso-American Biological Corridor was approved (JF).

- The Global Environment Facility (GEF) approved the concept for a cultural and socio-environmental program for the Meso-American Biological Corridor.





OAS

IDB

September 20th, 2002
Conference on Security and Development - This event is part of a continuing process that will culminate with the Conference on Hemispheric Security in Mexico in May 2003.



Support initiatives such as the Hemispheric Round-table for Cleaner Production in furtherance of our efforts to promote partnerships among government, industry and civil society and advance, as appropriate, the Plans of Action and the Global Cleaner Production Information Network launched at the 2000 Montreal International Pollution Prevention Summit;








Promote and support implementation of priorities for action set out in the Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety at the national level, particularly those aimed at increasing public access to information on toxic substances and at strengthening capacity in this area;








Promote improved environmental management at the municipal level, including through information exchange among local communities, the development of environmentally sound technology and the promotion of partnerships to facilitate, as appropriate, technology transfer, capacity building, including the strengthening of local institutions and services, and support for initiatives such as the World Bank Clean Air Initiative and IDB programs in this area;

IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- A best practices study entitled, Community Consultation: The Case of Darien, Panama was published in 2001.

- A program on the socioeconomic impact of El Niño, which is now under execution, is expected to be published in 2002 (JF).

- The Bank is developing a new strategy on environmentally sustainable growth and another strategy on environment and natural resources management. Both strategies are scheduled to be considered by the Bank’s Board during the second half of 2002.



Advance hemispheric conservation of plants, animals and ecosystems through, as appropriate: capacity building, expanding partnership networks and information sharing systems, including the Inter‑American Biodiversity Network; cooperation in the fight against illegal trade in wildlife; strengthening of cooperation arrangements for terrestrial and marine natural protected areas, including adjacent border parks and important areas for shared species; support for regional ecosystem conservation mechanisms; the development of a hemispheric strategy to support the conservation of migratory wildlife throughout the Americas, with the active engagement of civil society; and the promotion the objectives and  the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification;

OAS – USDE

GEF

IABIN
Several international organizations (such as the World Bank and the Organization of American States), the Netherlands, and almost all countries in the Americas have contributed to the start-up costs of IABIN.  Of particular importance has been the contribution of the United States through the biological informatics program of the U.S. Geological Service (USGS). In early 2002, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the financing arm of the Convention on Biological Diversity, granted $650,000 for the consolidation of the network and for the preparation of a larger GEF project which will be submitted to the GEF Council in 2003. The GEF funds are implemented by the World Bank and the OAS manages the funds on behalf of the IABIN Executive Council.  In addition the following funding sources indicate the approximate amount of cofinancing to date:

World Bank (Dutch Trust Funds)                                              $500,000

Organization of American States                                               $300,000

U.S. Geological Survey                                                              $500,000

U.S. State Department                                                                $200,000

USAID                                                                                        $100,000

Brazilian Ministry of Environment                                             $100,000

CONABIO (Mexico)                                                                  $500,000

National Science Foundation, Univ. of Kansas                       $2,000,000

Univ. of California and many other co-funders                       $1,000,000

TOTAL                                                                                    $5,200,000
The IABIN project preparation phase is August 2002 to December 2003.  The implementation of the project will begin January 2004, will implement IABIN at a regional level through:

- Assessing the information needs of the biodiversity community in the region and setting priorities among those needs;

- Concurring on a set of standards, protocols, tools, and methodologies that will enhance the ability to integrate information across the network; 

- Implementing network-level tools to allow network-wide searching and retrieval of relevant biodiversity data, information, and knowledge;

- Exchanging scientific expertise through collaborative projects and other efforts to build capacity in human and technological resources;

- Communicating with and engaging data providers in the implementation of the network;

- Assessing the state of collections of North American specimens in Latin America and Europe and identifying non-electronic data of interest;

- Digitizing relevant data held in non-electronic forms, thereby increasing the amount of biodiversity information accessible through the network.


The IABIN Council has successfully secured GEF funding for further project development and is presently elaborating cost sharing agreements with several key NGOs and universities.  The Second IABIN Council Meeting was held January 14 and 15, 2002 in Miami, Florida to discuss the necessary next steps for the continued implementation of the network. The officially designated Focal Points from Latin America and the Caribbean participated in this event. 

Decisions about the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity must be informed by our best collective knowledge.  The Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN) is  being implemented as a regional initiative in collaboration with the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) to provide the infrastructure and biodiversity information content required by the countries of the Americas to inform their decision-making. IABIN, an initiative of the Summit of the Americas, has as its objective developing an Internet-based platform to provide access to scientifically credible biodiversity information currently existing in individual institutions and agencies in the Americas. IABIN will also provide the tools necessary to draw knowledge from that wealth of resources, which in turn will support sound decision-making concerning the conservation of biodiversity. IABIN will help fulfill the mandate of the CHM by providing the mechanism in the Americas to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation, particularly through the exchange of information relevant to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. Development of IABIN in collaboration with the CHM allows the leveraging and synchronized use of resources available to both efforts. 


National level: The Organization of American States (OAS), in its coordinating role for Summit follow-up, invited each country to designate an official IABIN Focal Point; to date, 28 countries have done so (see www.iabin.net for complete list). IABIN was considered officially launched when it was endorsed by the OAS Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS), in a resolution passed on October 15, 1999.  An IABIN  resolution was also drafted at the CIDS III meeting (February, 2002) and approved at the THIRTY-SECOND REGULAR SESSION of the OAS General Assembly June 2, 2002 Bridgetown, Barbados (OEA/Ser.P AG/doc.4143/02 4 June 2002 Original).

Subregional level:  Through the IABIN regional initiative, individual countries in the Americas can share resources available for network-building and can more effectively build partnerships among what might otherwise be isolated national implementations.  IABIN is developing a regional consensus on network-wide practices and to ensure that the interoperability within IABIN extends to the other CHM nodes worldwide. 

After a competitive process, six sub regional specialists were awarded contracts to complete the necessary inventory and survey work in their subregion and will be coordinated by the IABIN regional coordinator.  Through the IABIN Focal Point, that has been established in each OAS member state, the sub regional coordinators will be contacting the pertinent government agencies, NGOs, universities, botanic gardens and zoos to conduct a survey to gather information on the users and providers of biodiversity information.  This information will provide the basis for the design of a GEF project that will require significant counterpart funding.  This process was approved at the 2nd IABIN Council Meeting in early 2002.  






IICA

Important actions are being implemented in the field of sustainable rural development, and will continue to be throughout the 2002-2006 period. This is confirmed by the Schedule of Expected Results for IICA’s cooperation during the period as a whole and for each year.

IICA’s desire to undertake sustainable development efforts in compliance with the Summit mandates can be seen in the Medium Term Plans for the 1994-1998, 1998-2002 and 2002-2006 periods.  IICA will continue to contribute, through programs and actions, to the implementation of the environmental and sustainable development agenda of the Summit process.

IICA’s 2002-2006 Medium Term Plan, approved in October 2002 by the Executive Committee (comprised of representatives of 12 Member States), clearly reflects the Institute’s strategic approach to sustainable development. The Vision states the Institute’s intention of transforming itself into a development agency that promotes sustainable agricultural development, food security and prosperity in the rural communities of the Americas.

The Mission emphasizes the sustainability of agriculture, stating that IICA will support the Member States in their pursuit of progress and prosperity in the hemisphere through the modernization of the rural sector, the promotion of food security, and the development of an agricultural sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

These guidelines underpin the sustainable rural development actions contained in IICA’s National Technical Cooperation Agendas.

Through the Directorate of Sustainable Rural Development, IICA: (i) disseminates international agreements on sustainable development, including both conceptual and practical material on different sustainable development topics; (ii) maintains a web page devoted to the subject (www.infoagro.net/codes); and, (iii) has consulted the countries about the progress made in implementing the mandates and written a report to send to the OAS Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment.

As follow-up to the Summit of Bolivia, IICA participated in the Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Sustainable Development (IACSD).
Sustainable rural development is a strategic area of IICA’s technical cooperation. In the third quarter of 2002, the IICA offices in the 34 countries concluded the formulation of the National Technical Cooperation Agendas. These set out IICA’s response to the needs of the countries. Sustainable development actions are being implemented on three fronts. These are: (i) support for the formulation of sustainable rural development strategies and policies; (ii) the development of management capabilities; and, (iii) institutional modernization.

IICA implements projects on sustainable development, such as the Hillsides/IICA/Holland Binational Project, which promotes the sustainable use of land on hillsides in El Salvador and Honduras; and supports national programs, such as the National Sustainable Rural Development Program in Honduras and the Rural Panama Plan.


Promote the adoption of concrete and urgent actions towards the implementation of sustainable forest management; promote policies, practices, incentives and investment in support of sustainable forest management, building on existing hemispheric initiatives and cooperation, as well as support the UN Forum on Forests and its program of work;








Reaffirm our commitment to advancing environmental stewardship in the area of energy by advancing policies, practices, transference of and access to technologies, that are economically efficient and take the environmental impacts of energy development and use into account; and endorse and support the work of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative in this area;








Promote the development of environmentally sound exploitation and management of minerals and metals, recognizing the importance of the social and economic dimensions of the activities of the mining sector, and support the work of regional and international fora in this area;



Canada





Agriculture Management and Rural Development
Political Declaration:
We commit ourselves to promote programs for the improvement of agriculture and rural life and agro business as an essential contribution to poverty reduction and integral development.

Plan of Action:

Promote dialogue involving government ministers, parliamentarians and civil society, in particular organizations linked to rural areas as well as the scientific and academic communities, with the objective of promoting medium and long-term national strategies toward sustainable improvement in agriculture and rural life;










IICA

The first phase of the 2001 Consultation entailed obtaining the opinions of the leaders, developing a computer program to analyze the results and submitting reports, between May and December 2001.

A second phase is planned, to support the preparation or adjustment of the  national strategies for improving agriculture and rural life. The information supplied in the 2001 Consultation will provide input for the joint work of the actors involved in improving agriculture and rural life in the countries.

One of IICA’s priorities for the 2002-2006 period is the preparation and implementation in each country of the National Technical Cooperation Agenda, with the participation of senior national public and private sector officials.
Between July and September 2002, IICA’s cooperation offices in the 34 countries concluded a process of consultations with the national public and private authorities on the priorities and expectations for IICA’s cooperation based on national development objectives. In October, IICA’s Executive Committee (comprised of representatives of 12 Member States) received details of the implementation of the agendas.
Consultation with National Leaders of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life

The 2001 Consultation was carried out to support the Ministers of Agriculture of the 34 countries of the Americas. It was conducted by IICA’s Cooperation Agencies in the countries, in close coordination with the Ministerial Delegates.  The Consultation created the environment for dialogue among the different actors in agriculture and is cementing the organization of the Community.  

A questionnaire was circulated and workshops held with leaders of the Community to elicit their views on critical issues related to agriculture and rural life, in the following areas: agrifood chains, rural spaces, the institutional framework, the policy making process and the role of Ministers of Agriculture.  Identifying the critical issues was an essential step in the preparation and adjustment of national strategies.

“System for the Analysis of Critical Issues in Agriculture”

A computer program was developed to organize and analyze the data obtained in the 2001 Consultation and provide information on critical issues in agriculture at the national and hemispheric levels to the leaders of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life.  A total of 849 persons from the 34 Member States contributed their opinions.

The program is available on CD-Rom and can be used to obtain reports on critical issues and their relative importance. IICA’s 34 Cooperation Agencies in the countries and the Ministerial Delegates each have copies of the compact disc. A demonstration module of the system can be accessed via IICA’s website (http://iicanet.org/CUMBRES/consultation.asp). It presents the characteristics of the system and the outputs that can be obtained. 
IICA is providing follow-up to the Ministerial Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the Ministers of Agriculture of the Caribbean. The implementation process continued at the meeting held in Barbados in June 2002.
Support for the Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life

IICA supported the creation of the Alliance as a mechanism for discussing and reaching agreement on regional strategies, which will provide a framework for the national strategies.

The Caribbean Ministers of Agriculture and their Ministerial Delegates led a broad participatory process (with support from IICA’s Cooperation Agencies in the countries) that culminated with the adoption of a joint regional proposal: the Ministerial Declaration and its Plan of Action.  

The agreements mentioned above were adopted at the Third Regular Meeting of the Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life, which met 2-3 October 2001, in Kingston, Jamaica.




Support national efforts to strengthen rural enterprises, in particular small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises and promote, where appropriate, a favorable environment for agri‑business; encourage, in a complementary manner, the training of small- and medium-sized rural entrepreneurs as well as the modernization of training institutions in this field;








Encourage the development of markets in the Hemisphere for goods obtained through the sustainable use of natural resources;








Strive to facilitate access to markets for those goods derived from alternative development programs implemented in countries engaged in the substitution of illicit crops;








Instruct the Ministers of Agriculture, during the next meeting of the Inter‑American Board of Agriculture, to promote, in cooperation with the Inter‑American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), joint action by all the actors of the agricultural sector to work towards the improvement of agricultural and rural life that enables the implementation of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;


Colombia











October 30-31, 2001

November 26-29, 2001


The first Agriculture-SIRG meeting took place in San Jose, Costa Rica, in preparation for the Agriculture and Rural Life Ministerial (OAS/IICA).

Agriculture and Rural Life Ministerial took place in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, where the Inter-American Board of Agriculture’s new Ministerial role was celebrated.





IICA

The preparations for the Second Ministerial Meeting, slated for Panama in 2003, and the process of dialogue and participation are now under way. November 2003 is the midway point on the road to the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
The first stage of the process concluded at the First Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, with the adoption of the Declaration of Bavaro.  

Both the Ministerial Declaration and the progress achieved with the thematic content of the Strategic Guidelines provided input for the guidelines for preparing the 2002-2006 Medium Term Plan.  

The three instruments mentioned - the Declaration, the Guidelines and the Plan - will be used to orient the development of strategies for joint action, implementation of which will extend through the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
At the request of IICA’s General Directorate, which exercises the Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial Meetings on Agriculture and Rural Life, the Ministers of Agriculture have begun to confirm their respective Ministerial Delegate. These will oversee the dialogue and the consensus-building process at the national, regional and hemispheric levels on a Plan of Action. 

IICA has also begun to support the participation of the key actors of this community in the process of drawing up a Plan of Action through 2015 for agriculture and rural life in the Americas to implement the mandates of the Third Summit and the decisions contained in the Ministerial Declaration of Bavaro and generates proposals for the Fourth Summit.
Dialogue and National Proposals

IICA, through its Cooperation Agencies in the countries and in coordination with the Ministries of Agriculture, undertook the 2001 Consultation with National Leaders of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life, regarding the critical issues in this field.  The 2001 Consultation strengthened the dialogue in the countries and the development of national proposals for the agreements that the Ministers of Agriculture subsequently adopted at the first Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.  

The countries circulated 27 national proposals, via an electronic system in support of the dialogue facilitated by IICA.  These proposals informed the ministerial agreements adopted at the Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.  

The dialogue in the countries entailed the participation of agribusiness leaders and organizations from different sectors of civil society.

IICA is handling the preparations the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, which will be held November 11-12, 2003, in Panama. This meeting will bring to a close a broad participatory process involving the members of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life of the Americas. 

The preparations for the Second Ministerial Meeting began on August 26, 2002, with the approval of Resolution 379 of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), on the implementation and follow-up to the mandates of the Quebec City Summit and the Ministerial Declaration of Bavaro. 

The scope of the Second Ministerial Meeting and of the participatory process that will take place with and among the key actors in agriculture was announced by IICA’s General Directorate at two hemispheric events: (i) in September 2002, at the Meeting of the Representatives of IICA Offices in the countries; and, (ii) in October 2002, at the Twenty-second Regular Meeting of IICA’s Executive Committee.
Organization of the First Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas – Dominican Republic, 26-29 November 2001.
The Ministers of Agriculture assumed the role of the principal hemispheric forum on agriculture and rural life, and adopted the “Declaration of Bávaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas”.  

Dialogue and preparation for the ministerial agreements.

For this IICA:

· Suggested to the Ministers the designation of Ministerial Delegates who formed the Agricultural and Rural Life Agreements Implementation Coordination Group in the Summit process (GRICA) and led national, regional and hemispheric dialogues in regards to the ministerial agreements.  The Delegates achieved significant advances in relation to the “Strategic Orientations for a Shared Agenda for the Agricultural and Rural Life Community of the Americas”.

· Supported GRICA.

· Established an electronic system of hemispheric dialogue support, and

· Organized the first meeting of GRICA (October 30-31, 2001).  
Support for the Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and the Rural Milieu

The Ministers of Agriculture of the Caribbean and their Ministerial Delegates lead, with the support of the Cooperation Agencies of IICA in the countries, a broad participation process that culminated with a regional proposal: the Ministerial Declaration and its Plan of Action.   

 The agreements mentioned above were adopted at the III Regular Meeting of the Caribbean Alliance for Agricultural and Rural Life Sustainable Development, which took place in Kingston, Jamaica October 2-3, 2001.  

The ministerial agreements of the Caribbean were distributed to the Ministers and Ministerial Delegates of the Hemisphere via the electronic support system of hemispheric dialogue established by IICA and formed part of the documents used to create the ministerial agreements adopted in the Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life.  



Labor and Employment
Political Declaration:

We instruct the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor to continue their consideration of issues related to globalization which affect employment and labor.








Political Declaration:

We will promote compliance with internationally recognized core labor standards as embodied in the International Labor Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up adopted in 1998. We will consider the ratification of or accession to the fundamental agreements of the ILO, as appropriate. 

Plan of Action:

In order to advance our commitment to create greater employment opportunities, improve the skills of workers and improve working conditions throughout the Hemisphere, we recognize the need to address, in the relevant hemispheric and international fora, issues of globalization related to employment and labor.
Reaffirm the fundamental importance of the Inter‑American Conference of Ministers of Labor, welcome the progress made through its Plan of Action adopted in 1998, support the preparatory process for the Twelfth Conference in 2001 (http://www.xii-iacml.org) and direct Ministers to build upon the Viña del Mar Declaration which focused on the social dimensions of globalization and the modernization of Labor Ministries, by collaborating in the examination of the labor dimension of the Summit of the Americas process, in order to identify areas of agreement and issues where further work needs to be done;

Brazil
Canada
Chile




 


Respect the International Labor Organization (ILO) Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow‑Up, adopted in 1998, adopt and implement legislation and policies that provide for the effective application of core labor standards as recognized by the ILO and consider the ratification and implementation of fundamental ILO Conventions;

Peru






Consult and coordinate, domestically and regionally in the appropriate fora, with a view to contributing to raising the living standards and improving the working conditions of all people in the Americas; create a process for improved collaboration and coordination on the labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas process between Labor Ministries and other appropriate ministries and key international institutions within the Americas that have a critical role to play in the improvement of labor conditions, in particular the OAS, the ILO, ECLAC, as well as the IDB and the World Bank;
 
Venezuela








ECLAC


(1) Between 1997 and 2000 ECLAC conducted a research study entitled Growth, employment and equity: the impact of the economic reforms in Latin America and the Caribbean, which includes a module on the region’s labor markets.  As a follow up to this research, ECLAC carried on a study on the evolution of employment in the tertiary sector, because this sector represents a very high percentage of newly created jobs.  The study highlights the great heterogeneity of employment in the sector, particularly for women.  The tertiary sector, in fact, includes on the one hand some of the activities that are favored by the recent economic modernization processes –generating productive and good quality employment– and on the other informal activities which have low productivity and are badly paid.  In a follow-up study to the above-mentioned research, differences in the evolution of labor market were analyzed at the sub-regional level (in Mexico, Central America and part of the Caribbean vs. South America), and related to differences in commercial insertion fostered by reforms.

Another project is analyzing evaluation practices with respect to labor market policies, with the aim of contributing to improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and equity of these policies, thus increasing the capacity of Labor Ministries in the region.

(2) To address the need to improve people’s abilities and skills –precondition to overcome inequality, or at least poverty– ECLAC has conducted a project entitled Policies to improve the quality, efficiency, and relevance of technical and professional training in Latin America and the Caribbean. This project focused on six of the region’s countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Dominican Republic, Guatemala and Mexico) and was designed to offer policy-makers, employers’ and workers’ associations and individual firms concrete strategies and policy recommendations for vocational training.

ECLAC’s work contributed to clarify the content of training policies, which have been discussed with national and local authorities in the countries of the region.  Examples include Mexico (the Government of the State of Jalisco, National Secretariat for Labor, and the National Organization for Professional Training, CONOCER), Brazil (Municipal Government of Santo Andre and Federal Ministry of Education), Dominican Republic (National Organization for Professional Training), Chile (various municipal governments, the Ministry of Education, and the National Organization for Professional Training, CENSE), Peru (National Organization for Professional Training, CENA) and Guatemala (National Organization for Professional Training).

(3) With the support and the cooperation of the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), a project on the Institutionalization of the gender perspective at ECLAC and in sectoral ministries was conducted in Argentina, Ecuador and El Salvador.  The second phase of the project is soon to start.  The project aims at generating more efficient public policies in terms of social and gender equity, in the framework of the different processes affected by globalization.  It was decided that project interventions be centered on labor policies, given that this is an area where the link between the economic and social aspects of development is more evident and because, as it has been pointed out, countries in the region are facing considerable challenges in the execution of labor policies that ensure good quality employment for everybody.  Project activities are centered around the analysis of employment trends as well as the development of the capacity to promote more equitable labor policies in specific economic sectors in each of the three participating countries: health sector in Argentina, tourism in Ecuador, and export-oriented industry in El Salvador.  These sectors were selected together with the respective governments on the basis of their strategic importance for each country, their vigor, and the depth of structural reforms that have affected them.



Develop new mechanisms to increase the effectiveness of projects and other technical assistance designed to build the capacity of smaller economies and their institutions to effectively implement labor laws and standards and to foster equality of opportunity with respect to gender, among others, in strategies to promote employment, training, life‑long learning and human resource development programs with the objective of promoting access to more and better employment in the new economy;

OAS-IACD

This is an ongoing process that will involve the identification of recipient countries for this technical cooperation program, as well as the inclusion of the program's technical, financial and administrative elements.
OAS-IACD: The Ministry of Labor and Social Security of Chile and the Director General of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development signed a Memorandum of Understanding through which terms and conditions will be established for the structuring and implementation of technical cooperation projects and training.  This will make it possible to implement standards and procedures, in other countries of the Hemisphere, in the labor and social security area based on Chile's experience.



Strengthen the capacity of the Ministers of Labor to develop and implement effective labor and labor market policies; collaborate with employers and labor organizations to develop and generate information on labor markets; participate in dialogue, tripartite consultations and dispute resolution strategies; and adopt ongoing strategies and programs as a core element for professional development in the labor market;

OAS


At the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, two working groups were created.  The first analyzes labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas process, and the second is dedicated  to institutional strengthening of labor ministries in order to better enforce labor laws.



Continue to work towards the elimination of child labor, and as a priority, promote the hemispheric ratification and implementation of the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 182), work to bring national laws, regulations and policies into conformity with this Convention, and take immediate action to eliminate the worst forms of child labor;








Promote and protect the rights of all workers, in particular those of working women, and take action to remove structural and legal barriers as well as stereotypical attitudes to gender equality at work, addressing, inter alia, gender bias in recruitment; working conditions; occupational discrimination and harassment; discrimination in social protection benefits; women’s occupational health and safety; and unequal career opportunities and pay;

Canada
Venezuela





Growth with Equity

Development Financing
Political Declaration:

Democracy and economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing as fundamental conditions to combat poverty and inequality. We will spare no effort to free our fellow citizens from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty. We commit to further efforts to reach international development goals, especially the reduction by 50% by the year 2015 of the proportion of people living in extreme poverty.

Plan of Action:
Acknowledge the need for development financing, including aid from bilateral donors and lending from the MDBs on appropriate terms, and commit to support our Finance Ministers and the MDBs in promoting policies to develop and maintain access to international capital markets to finance our sustainable development efforts, recognizing that debt servicing constitutes a major constraint on investment for many countries in the Hemisphere; 

Canada








ECLAC


ECLAC contributed actively in the preparatory activities for the International Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, Mexico, March 2002).  This included convening the Regional Consultation on Financing for Development held in Bogota, Colombia on 9-10 November 2000.  Discussions in the meeting centered on the most relevant aspect for the region i.e. the systemic aspects and national policies for external crisis prevention and management; access to external financing for development; external constraints and the debt overhang; the decisive role of trade as a factor in financing and national aspects of financing for development.  ECLAC presented a document entitled Growth with stability. Financing for development in the new international context.  At the end of the meeting the representatives from the region adopted the Declaration of Bogotá.

ECLAC also hosted the First Colloquium on Development Banks, jointly organized with the Chilean Development Bank, in coordination with the Latin American Association of Development Financing Institutions (ALIDE) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). Delegates from Europe, United States and Latin America debated on the role performed by development banking in financing investment projects.  In the framework of the Regional Preparatory Conference of Latin America and the Caribbean for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 23-24 October), ECLAC with support of UNDP, organized a Panel on Financing for Sustainable Development, for which ECLAC prepared a document entitled Financing for sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean.

ECLAC and UNDP also organized a Technical Meeting on some key issues for a Financing for Development Agenda (Santiago, Chile, 29-30 November 2002). Its main purpose was to support the region’s governments in developing technical proposals for presentations at the Monterrey Conference in four areas critical: Emergency Financing Programs: private participation and strengthening the provision of external liquidity; the Challenges of Regulation and Financial Supervision in Promoting External Stability; the Role of Regional and Subregional Financial Institutions in Preventing and Managing External Crises and Multilateral Development Banks and Promoting Access to Long-term External Financing.

During the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey, ECLAC, together with UNDP and Grupo Innova, organized an event on financing for sustainable development titled “Partnership for investment opportunities between public and private sector in Latin America and the Caribbean.” 

As a follow up to the Monterrey Conference, in September 2002 (during the Johannesburg summit), CEPAL organized together with UNDP, the Andean Development Corporation (ADC) and the Government of Mexico an event on “Financing and Investment for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the

Caribbean: Regional perspectives on the fulfillment of the Monterrey Consensus and the Plan of Implementation for Johannesburg.”





IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

- The Bank has put together a working group that includes the participation of outside experts, to study and promote actions directed at the development of bond markets in the region. An analytical paper and a meeting on the topic are being prepared.

- The Bank is in the final stages of preparation of a book on capital market development

- In conjunction with the Caribbean Development Bank, the IDB is putting together a work program to focus on the challenges facing pension system reform in small developing countries (with specific emphasis on the English-speaking countries of the Caribbean). The proposal has been forwarded for funding.

- The Bank approved a US$57 million loan to Brazil for the first phase of a US$188 million project to modernize pension management. A second US$37 million loan could be approved after the first three-year phase is completed.

- The Bank approved a US$30 million loan to Nicaragua for structural reform in the pension sector.

- The Bank approved two US$500 million loans to Argentina for a government program to consolidate structural fiscal reforms and to bring forward reforms in the pension, insurance and capital market systems.


Enabling Economic Environment
Design and implement, with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as appropriate, as well as the ILO, building upon the work begun in regional and sub‑regional programs after the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas, legislation, policies and regulations that reduce startup costs, support the creation of new financial products for lower‑income groups and youth, foster the development of credit unions, community finance institutions and supporting institutions such as credit bureaus and create conditions that encourage commercial banks and other appropriate financial institutions to broaden their client base to include more micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises and strengthen the capacities of micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprise development agencies;

IDB
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- In support of this mandate, the Bank and the Multilateral Investment Fund launched an initiative in July 2001 to identify the constraints faced by small- and medium-sized enterprises as they attempt to gain access to capital and financial markets. The program has received support from the Governments of Austria and Italy. A study of the European experience (Spain, Italy, France, Austria and Ireland) is now underway. It is expected to identify best practices and assist in the development of a strategy to help SMEs obtain greater access to financing. The next steps in the program involve completing country analyses in Brazil, Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago.

- The Multilateral Investment Fund has approved a project to promote the exchange of best practices in development banking. The program involves seven seminars/workshops for officials from Latin American and Caribbean development banks to discuss cases from outside the region. The seminars/workshops will be coordinated by ALIDE, which will also act as the executive body for the program.

- The Bank organized a regional forum in the Dominican Republic in order to promote innovations for the development of microenterprise.



Provide and improve where necessary, both in rural and urban areas, access to quality information systems for micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises through the creation of non‑discriminatory mechanisms with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as appropriate, as well as ECLAC, and establish programs aimed at promoting the use of computers and the Internet, based on public and private sector partnership, to gain greater access to information technology, to credit and markets and to instruments designed to assist them in all these areas;

IDB
WB

ECLAC






Support and encourage, with the cooperation of the IDB and other donors as appropriate, the formation of business incubators, associative networks, joint projects, national competitiveness programs, credit unions and complementary agreements among micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises as part of a broader strategy allowing them to share best practices, to improve access to information, credit and adequate marketing systems and to break prevailing situations of isolation;

ECLAC


ECLAC Division of Production, Productivity and Management is implementing a programme on Small and Medium-size Enterprises the aim of which is to analyse the dynamics of industrial companies in these categories and propose actions to enhance their competitiveness and to provide technical assistance to national and local authorities, as well as private and academic institutions, to strenghten their capacity for policy formulation and  implementation.

In the framework of the programme ECLAC has executed the following projects: "Small and medium-size industrial enterprises in Latin America and the Caribbean and international competitiveness”, implemented between 1998 and 2001 with funding from The Netherlands; “Institutional requirements for a second stage of market-led structures in Latin America and the Caribbean”, executed during 2001 with fundings from Germany and "Small and medium-size industrial enterprises in Latin America and the Caribbean" with funding from Italy.

In 2002-2004 a project on microcredit in Latin America, titled “Mobilization of local resources through microcredit and opportunities for urban services management” will be carried out through financing by the Italian Government.



Increase access to opportunities for sustainable entrepreneurship, productivity and employment among young people;








Improve, as appropriate, social safety nets at the national and regional levels to stabilize individual and household income and consumption by such means as stabilization funds, micro‑credit schemes, crop insurance programs, job retraining and training in vocational, entrepreneurial and business skills, with the involvement of the MDBs and development agencies as well as non‑governmental and community-based organizations and to establish regional networks to share best practices and experiences;

IDB
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Program for Comprehensive Poverty Reduction Strategies

This program will support the development of comprehensive national strategies for poverty reduction; the institutionalization of comprehensive systems for social protection; and the improvement of sources of information on poverty to enable the monitoring of social conditions, to evaluate social programs, and to provide feedback on policies.

National Strategies for Poverty Reduction:
- The Bank’s Regional Departments have continued to provide technical assistance to HIPC countries (Bolivia, Guyana, Honduras and Nicaragua) and non-HIPC countries (Guatemala and the Dominican Republic) in the design and improvement of their poverty reduction strategies (PRS).

- The Bank approved a US$10 million loan to support the implementation of Nicaragua’s poverty reduction strategy and a US$30 million loan to Honduras and a US$40 million loan to Bolivia to support similar programs.

- The Bank made wide use of technical cooperation financing during the planning stages of the poverty reduction strategies. This consisted primarily in assistance for: the establishment of technical units to prepare and administer the PRS process; the preparation of technical studies; the review and assessment of PRS drafts; and the identification of implementation mechanisms to carry out the strategies.

- The Bank assisted in the development of the Mexico Country Paper, which included that country’s strategy to reduce poverty and was approved by the Bank.

Social Protection Systems:

- Five studies are being commissioned related to poverty reduction and social protection. The working titles of the studies are: “Crime, Property Rights and Access to Justice,” “Lessons Learned on Infrastructure, Transportation, Services and Productive Technologies Programs with Direct Impact on Poverty Reduction and Equity Enhancement,” “The Role of Social Investment Funds in Reducing Poverty,” "Fiscal Aspects of Poverty Reduction and Social Protection Spending” and “Poverty, Class, Vulnerable Groups and Democracy.”

- The Bank and the IFPRI, with the collaboration of the World Bank and USAID, organized a conference entitled “Crises and Disasters: Measurement and Mitigation of Their Human Costs.” Studies of the effects of economic crises and natural disasters on the well being of households were presented during the conference.

- The Bank approved plans for a regional conference on social exclusion that includes policy dialogues on labor market issues. The Bank is preparing labor market policy briefs on working conditions facing informal sector workers and youths, employment security and the formation of human resources.

- The Bank approved a regional technical cooperation operation to identify and disseminate good practices to prevent child labor. A technical cooperation will finance interventions to prevent child labor.

Safety Nets:
- The Bank approved two US$400 million loans to Colombia to support the fiscal viability of social and interim government administrations and social sector reforms. It also approved a US$250 million loan to Peru to support social sector reforms.

- The Bank approved a US$70 million loan to El Salvador to aid in the reconstruction of damaged infrastructure in low-income communities affected by two earthquakes during 2001.

- The Bank also approved a trinational loan operation that will grant three separate loans totaling US$21.8 million to El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras to support the sustainable development of the upper basin of the Lempa river.

- The Bank approved a US$20 million emergency loan to Peru for the provisional recuperation and rehabilitation of earthquake damaged communities in the south of the country.

- The Bank approved a US$25 million loan, the first phase of a multiphase financing operation totaling US$69 million, to promote the sustainable development of economically and environmentally vulnerable basins in Honduras.

- The Bank approved a US$32.7 million soft loan to Nicaragua to finance a program to promote the sustainable use and development of renewable resources in priority basins and to reduce the impact of natural disasters.

Improving Poverty Data:

- Since its inception, the Surveys and Measurement of Living Conditions Program (MECOVI) has provided technical assistance to generate household surveys that provide quality, timely, accessible and useful statistical information for program and policy planning focused on poverty reduction and the promotion of social equality.

- In 2001, the MECOVI Program provided technical assistance to the statistical institutes of Argentina, Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay and Peru.

- The MECOVI Program financed a technical assistance and training program for statistical institute personnel and users in the region. In 2001, the Program sponsored two workshops and two training courses in which 150 technicians and professionals from the region participated. As well, it worked to maintain and update the Household Survey Database, incorporating 25 new databases from 14 countries.

- The Bank approved a regional technical cooperation operation to evaluate the impact of poverty reduction programs. The objective of the project is to promote the use of evaluation methodologies to ascertain the impact of poverty reduction programs in Latin America and the Caribbean and gain better knowledge about this impact from a sample of projects in the region.







CDB
CDB’s Special Development Fund V (SDF V) - US$ 32 million for BNTF 5.  It is proposed to increase the amount by $24 mn (for increased total of $56 mn) with funding from the Govt of Canada (See Financing Plan attached).

Activities Conducted since March 2002:Since March 2002 BNTF 5 activities have been centred on: (i) satisfying conditions precedent to first disbursement to participating countries viz: Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Turks & Caicos Islands (please see chart attached); and (ii) preparation of the proposal to Canada for additional BNTF 5 funding which will include Jamaica.  Specific activities are: 

1. Grant Agreements Signed: By July 7, 2002 all 9 Grant Agreements were signed.

Satisfying Conditions Precedent: None of the Govts have satisfied conditions precedent.  It is estimated that some Govts may do this by Dec 31, 2002.  The main activities to achieve this include:

a) Completion of Poverty Reduction Action Plans: CDB staff and consultants are assisting the Govts in preparing these;

b) Preparation of Operation Manuals: CDB and BNTF office staff are working on these;

c) Appointment of local BMC BNTF staff: In progress.  Only 5 BMCs have all staff in place;

d) Appointment of Project Steering Committees (with Public/Private/Community Representation): Only 4 BMCs have completed this;
3.
Installation of Regional/Local Management Information System: CDB will soon be appointing 2 Consultants to implement the MIS in all participating BMCs and at CDB.  Installation and staff training should begin in November 2002.

4.
Proposal to Canada for additional funding: CDB’s Board approved on Oct 10, 2002, the Proposal for additional BNTF 5 funding from Canada and this is under consideration by the Government of Canada.
6 years (January 2001 to December 2007).  Implementation is in progress.

The Basic Needs Trust Fund 5th Programme (BNTF 5) will provide US$56 million in grant resources to reduce the vulnerability of people living in poor communities in 10 of CDBs Borrowing Member Countries (BMC), in a sustainable and gender-sensitive manner, through the:

 - expansion and conservation of the stock of social and economic infrastructure, using labour intensive measures and community mobilisation to enable access to a wide range of basic public services;

- improvement of the human resource base through skills development and social re-adjustment; and 

- promotion and strengthening of community organisations and their capacity for initiating and managing change.


Promote, in cooperation with the CIM, IICA, other appropriate inter‑American institutions and the World Bank, improved market access for disadvantaged entrepreneurs, particularly women, youth, persons with disabilities, indigenous and rural populations, by developing programs that generate local employment and provide training, retraining and life‑long learning, particularly in new technologies, and affordable services in business management, product development, financing, production and quality control, marketing and the legal aspects of business; by establishing outreach programs to inform low‑income and poor populations, particularly in rural and remote areas, of opportunities for market and technology access and by providing assistance, monitoring,  mentoring , advisory and other support services to enable these groups to take advantage of such opportunities;

IICA



IICA will continue to contribute, through programs and actions, to a favorable economic environment for the growth of rural businesses.  Specifically, during the 2002-2006 period technical cooperation services will be promoted via its strategic area called “Trade and Agribusiness Development.”

IICA, in accordance with the Summit mandates, has initiated efforts in supporting small and medium rural businesses, which is reflected in the strategic guidelines and operations of the Medium Term Plans corresponding to the periods 1994-1998, 1998-2002, and the preliminary version of the Medium Term Plan of 2002-2006. 


Preparation of IICA’s 34 National Technical Cooperation Agendas, through a participatory process involving the national public and private authorities of the countries. The agendas include the cooperation actions agreed with the countries (February-June) that are now ongoing. The National Agendas comprise concrete cooperation actions in the fields of: (i) Trade and Agribusiness Development; (ii) Sustainable Rural Development; (iii) Agricultural Health and Food Safety; (iv) Technology and Innovation; (v) Education and Training; and, (vi) Information and Communications.

IICA’s cooperation actions, guided by the principles set forth in the Institute’s Vision and Mission, aim to achieve growth with equity in the rural milieu. The Vision states that IICA will promote "...prosperity in the rural communities of the Americas"; while the Mission underscores its commitment to "...the promotion of food security, and the development of an agricultural sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas."  The implementation of IICA’s Technical Cooperation Agendas, which is now ongoing, reflect the institution’s commitment to contributing to growth with equity, as one of the basic requirements of development.

IICA supported the formation of the Inter-American Network of Organizations of Agrifood Exporters (Agriexportaméricas), which has enabled its to establish closer ties with the private sector in the Americas. It has also promoted strategic alliances to develop the “Export Platforms” programs in Costa Rica and El Salvador.   
Following the formulation of the National Technical Cooperation Agendas and a consultative process with key regional actors and integration mechanisms, in July 2002 IICA began to develop the Regional Technical Cooperation Agendas. 

IICA is consolidating its cooperation with the following regional mechanisms: 

· Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Panama, Dominican Republic and Mexico (CORECA)

Central American Agricultural Council (CAC)

Southern Agricultural Council (MERCOSUR countries plus Bolivia)

Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life

IICA provided technical support in various countries of the Caribbean in supporting rural businessmen and the incorporation of rural women into the economy, through the development of small rural businesses, through the Cooperative Program for the Development of Rural Agroindustry and support for the following organizations: Caribbean Agri-Business Association (CABA) and the Caribbean Network of Rural Women Producers.  

In the Andean Region, agroindustrial projects were also promoted that include initiatives for women related to food processing and the development of collective brands for rural agroindustries.




CIM
The CIM will work in partnership with the CIM Delegates to identify sources of funding to replicate this program in other countries.  Aditionally, the Permanent Secretariat has held meetings with specialists of the Gender Program of the Communications and Technology Unit of the Inter-American Development Bank, to discuss training projects in that area for microenterpreneurs.  The CIM has been in contact with the CIM Principal Delegate of Jamaica who has presented a proposal to the IDB, currently under review by that organization.

Business Leadership Training Program.   The CIM, together with the Young Americans Business Trust (YABT) of the OAS and the Unit for Social Development and Education, developed a business leadership training program to provide training for microentrepreneurs. The pilot training course took place in Argentina, in May, 2001, sponsored by the Office of the Under Secretary for Equal Opportunity of the Government of the Province of Buenos Aires. Participants included young entrepreneurs with small businesses, civil society organizations, and municipal staff working in the areas of production, development of microenterprises, and employment.  




Migration


Political Declaration:
We recognize the cultural and economic contributions made by migrants to receiving societies as well as to their communities of origin. We are committed to ensuring dignified, humane treatment with appropriate legal protections, defense of human rights, and safe and healthy labor conditions for migrants. We will strengthen mechanisms for hemispheric cooperation to address the legitimate needs of migrants and take effective measures against trafficking in human beings.

Plan of Action:
Support initiatives designed to strengthen linkages among migrant communities abroad and their places of origin and promote cooperative mechanisms that simplify and speed up the transfer of migrant remittances and substantially reduce the costs of sending them;








Support voluntary initiatives designed by communities or individuals for the use of funds in investment and productive projects benefitting the general welfare in communities of origin;








Promote the discussion of the migration phenomenon at the hemispheric level with due regard for its multi-dimensional nature and regional differences and, in so doing, consider the inclusion of the topic of migration in discussions on trade and economic integration;








Support programs of cooperation in immigration procedures for cross‑border labor markets and the migration of workers, both in countries of origin and destination, as a means to enhance economic growth in full cognizance of the role that cooperation in education and training can play in mitigating any adverse consequences of the movement of human capital from smaller and less developed states;








Strive to ensure that migrants have access to basic social services, consistent with each country's internal legal framework;








Create and harmonize statistical information systems and foster the sharing of information and best practices through the use of new information and communications technologies, with the aim of promoting the modernization of migration management;

ECLAC





Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility
Continue and deepen progress toward implementation of the agenda for improving property registration established at the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas with particular emphasis on regularizing informal property rights, in accordance with national legislation, to ensure that all valid property rights are formally recognized, that disputes are resolved, and that modern legal frameworks to legitimize property records and encourage marketable property titles are adopted; and that these actions include the formulation of institutional, political and regulatory reforms that would facilitate the use of property registration as a mechanism to enable property owners to access credit and allow commercial banks and MDBs to expand their customer base among lower income sectors; promote greater cooperation and exchange of information and technology to modernize the systems of registry and cadastre in the Hemisphere, and also request multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions to continue supporting and strengthening, in a complementary manner, their financial and technical assistance programs;

IDB
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- The Bank published a technical report on land titling in 2001 and also held a technical seminar on the subject.

- Approval of a US$15.2 million loan to support modernization of land ownership rights in Ecuador.





Support, in cooperation with ECLAC and the World Bank, research at the hemispheric level to generate disaggregated data on the differential impact of economic policies and processes on women and men, rural and urban populations, indigenous and non‑indigenous, and communities of high or low social mobility, and on their respective participation in economic growth;

ECLAC
WB






Promote recognition of the social and economic contribution made by the unpaid work performed by women predominantly in the home, and consider providing innovative social safety nets in conformity with national law;








Promote greater recognition of the economic contribution of women's activities in the subsistence and informal sectors and provide, through the international and regional MDBs and the donor community, necessary assistance to communities participating in such activities, giving greater awareness at the national level to gender issues in macro‑economic planning and policy-making;

IDB
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- Programs promoting women leaders in Central America and the Andean countries are currently in the IDB pipeline.

- The IDB, the World Bank and PAHO co-published a book titled: Women’s Health in Latin America and the Caribbean.



Cooperate and promote dialogue on forced displacement, geared toward the improvement of the attention given to populations displaced by violence, taking into account the problems that these populations face; and harmonize national legislation in accordance with rules and standards of international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Convention of 1951;








Invite the IACHR and its Special Rapporteur on Internally Displaced Persons to continue to monitor and report on situations of forced displacement with a view to promoting durable solutions aimed at addressing the root causes of such phenomena;

OAS - IACHR





Education

Political Declaration:

Progress towards more democratic societies, growing economies and social equity relies on an educated citizenry and a skilled labor force. We have agreed to a series of policies to improve access to quality education through teacher training, education in civic values and the use of information technologies both in our classrooms and in measuring progress toward achieving these goals. Improved education policies and increased investment in our education systems will help reduce income disparities and close the digital divide in our Hemisphere.

Plan of Action:
Entrust the OAS to organize, within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a meeting of Ministers of Education in Uruguay, to be held before the end of 2001, with a mandate to: 

· identify and set up appropriate hemispheric mechanisms to ensure the implementation of the education initiatives in this Plan of Action  and to continue to promote actions on priorities identified in previous Summits based on a careful evaluation of our collective achievements in this area;

· establish time lines and benchmarks for follow-up on the implementation of our commitments in education; 

· establish, in light of the fundamental importance of mobilizing resources to support sustained investment in education at all levels, a cooperative mechanism to promote the development of productive partnerships among governments and with regional and international organizations and the MDBs; 

· promote the participation of and dialogue with relevant civil society organizations to strengthen partnerships between the public sector and other sectors of our societies in implementing this Plan of Action; 

Peru
Venezuela








OAS - USDE

September 24-25, 2001
At the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, Punta del Este, Uruguay, a Declaration was approved.





IDB
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- The Bank cooperated with the OAS in the months leading up to the Ministers’ Meeting to coordinate mutual efforts and explore the connections between actions undertaken by the OAS, such as the Education Website of the Americas, and the Bank’s education initiatives announced in Quebec. This level of cooperation between the Bank and the OAS is expected to continue in the future.

- The Bank took part in the Summit of the Americas Inter-Agency Education Meeting, organized by the OAS, which served as a forum for the exchange of information on education sector activities. Particular emphasis was given to activities directly related to the Quebec Summit.

- The Bank organized a Seminar on Higher Education and Science and Technology during the its Annual Meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil, in March 2002.



Formulate and implement policies, within the framework of a strategy for resolving social inequalities, to promote access to quality basic education for all, including early childhood and adult education, particularly to promote literacy, while providing for alternative methods that meet the needs of disadvantaged segments of the population or of those excluded from formal education systems, in particular girls, minorities, indigenous, and children with special education needs; share information and successful experiences in encouraging educational participation and addressing student retention within certain groups, especially boys -in particular in the Caribbean countries - whose drop-out rate at the secondary level is high in certain regions;

Venezuela








OAS-IACD
The Education Portal of the Americas and its development and training services were made possible through a $1.6 million contribution from the U.S.
The initiatives were launched and are in full operation.
OAS-IACD: In response to the Connectivity for the Americas Agenda, the Education Portal of the Americas (www.educoea.org) was implemented in the four official languages of the Organization. The objective of the Portal is to support the peoples of the Americas to enhance their personal and professional development by providing access to quality education and different distance training and professional updating opportunities. With links to more than 4,000 distance education opportunities, fellowship programs, professional development courses for educators and other sites of interest, the Education Portal stimulates students, researchers, educators and the adult population in general to expand their knowledge within the comfort of their homes or offices, and at their convenience.

In the framework of the declaration on the Development of Human Potential a training and development program was initiated with the OAS Fellowships Program.  In this way, in addition to conventional training programs, the Portal is able of offer an aggressive fellowships project for distance training and development which includes all the member states.



Support and promote lifelong learning by: 

· offering varied curricula based on the development of skills, knowledge, civic and democratic values; 

· providing flexible service delivery mechanisms, including the use of information and communications technologies, to foster employability, personal growth and social commitment; and

-
certifying skills acquired on the job








Strengthen education systems by:

· encouraging the participation of all sectors of society in order to obtain a consensus on policies that are viable and that guarantee the appropriate and continuous distribution of resources; 

· decentralizing their decision-making and promoting the participation of civil society, especially parents; and

· promoting transparent school management in the interest of securing an adequate and stable allocation of resources so that educational institutions can play a leading role as agents for change;








Enhance the performance of teachers by:

· improving their conditions of service; and 

· raising the profile of the profession by providing, in addition to solid initial preparation, opportunities for ongoing professional development, and by designing accessible, flexible, dynamic and relevant training strategies using, among other means, new information and communications technologies;

Brazil








IDB
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The Inter-American Teacher Training Program:
- This program will include the design, production and execution of a regional program for distance training for teachers, especially at the secondary level. The proposed program will also develop high-quality modules for distance training. It will make intensive use of the information and communication technologies as well as other media. It will include the areas of sciences, mathematics, languages and literacy techniques for primary school teachers. The program will work closely with the countries to determine the contents, to define the mechanisms for certification, and to ensure the optimal use of training materials. The program will be based on the best practices in this field, and will constitute a decisive effort to improve the educational quality at the secondary level, creating a strategic link in the region’s education system.

- Contacts have been made with Ministers of Education in various countries. A fruitful technical dialogue that has taken place between the Bank and ILCE (Instituto Latinoamericano de la Comunicación Educativa in Mexico), a regional leader in the area of distance education.

- Four country visits have taken place (Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica and Mexico) to discuss support for this program. Various other visits are planned to take place during the remainder of 2002.

- The Education Unit has been working on a request for an estimated US$800,000 in funding from a regional technical cooperation for 2002, to be submitted through regular IDB channels to ensure that the program is launched in 2002. In particular, the resources would be used to advance the technical design of the program, carry out consultations, consolidate relations with potential partners in the development of the program, and carry out continued consultations with the countries to obtain all the resources needed for the production of a pilot course for distance teacher training using information technology.

- Alternative financing strategies are being explored to obtain additional resources from other public sector as well as private sector sources.

- The Bank has also begun an analysis of the preparation of training programs for future teachers. The IDB will work with the World Bank to organize a regional conference to study and discuss this topic and to carry out an analysis of initiatives in the region.



Support ongoing regional projects for comparable indicators and educational assessment resulting from the Santiago Summit, including cooperation initiatives based on performance assessment programs regarding educational processes and achievement, taking into consideration studies in pedagogy and assessment practices previously developed by countries; develop comparable indicators to assess the services provided by each country to people with special education needs and promote the exchange of information on policies, strategies and best practices in the Americas;

Brazil
Trinidad & Tobago






Strive to ensure that secondary education is more responsive to evolving labor market requirements by promoting the diversification of programs and experimentation with new, more flexible teaching methods with emphasis on science and technology, including the use of new information and communications technologies, and by supporting the establishment of mechanisms for the recognition and certification of acquired skills; and to this end, promote the exchange of information and best practices and support cooperation projects;








Promote more effective dialogue between society and institutions of higher education, and facilitate access for all to these institutions by balancing growing demand with higher quality standards and public funding with greater commitment from the private sector; support hemispheric cooperation for research in science and technology aimed at the solution of specific problems in the region and the transfer of knowledge;

IICA

IICA will continue, based on its Medium Term Plan 2002-2006, technical cooperation in informal education and training, in particular, to adults of the Agricultural and Rural Life Community of the Americas, through conventional and electronic means which empower their capacities for distance education.  


IICA has made efforts in the following important areas: (1) dialogue and integration of animal husbandry and rural education; (2) strengthening of regional teams for curricular transformation; (3) institutional training; (4) grant programs to strengthen the formation of human resources for sustainable agriculture; (5) distant education and training.  Among other achievements,  the completion of the Second Meeting of the Central American Regional Forum for the Dialogue and Integration of Animal Husbandry and Rural Education of the Americas and the XII Conference of the Latin American Association of Higher Agriculture Education (ALEAS) are highlighted.  In addition to these achievements, others such as the operation of the Center of Distance Training(CECADI) of IICA, which in 2001 had progressed in the conformation and consolidation of the Inter-American Network of Distance Education Training (RIECDI).
Support for the Caribbean Council for Higher Education in Agriculture and its participation in the Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life.


Support the mobility, between countries of the Hemisphere, of students, teachers and administrators at institutions of higher education and of teachers and administrators at the elementary and secondary levels, in order to provide them with new opportunities to take part in the new knowledge‑based society, to increase their knowledge of other cultures and languages, and to enable them to access information on post-secondary studies and learning opportunities offered across the Hemisphere, through  new or existing hemispheric networks, such as the educational Web site set up after the Santiago Summit; continue to support initiatives in this field such as those carried out by the IDB and the OAS;

Trinidad & Tobago
Venezuela



Support the Caribbean Council for Higher Education in Agriculture and its participation in the Caribbean Alliance for Agricultural and Rural Sustainable Development.  






IDB




For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart..

An IDB-financed program of education-related internships was put into place in May 2001. The program allows for leaves for teachers and principals interested in learning about successful scholastic experiences in other countries of the region.



Promote access by teachers, students and administrators to new information and communications technologies applied to education, through training geared toward new teaching approaches, support for development of networks and sustained strengthening of information clearinghouses, in order to reduce the knowledge gap and the digital divide within and between societies in the Hemisphere;







Science and Technology
Promote the popularization of science and technology necessary to advance the establishment and consolidation of a scientific culture in the region; and stimulate the development of science and technology for regional connectivity through information and communications technologies essential for building knowledge-based societies;

OAS 
To date, the Office of Science and Technology (OCyT) has been financing these activities through the FEMCIDI Fund; through the Regular Fund, which covers work by personnel in different areas; and through important contributions in expert-hours.  Other important contributions in the area of metrology include the use of laboratories and installations and the donation of equipment by national institutions of certain countries of the region, such as NIST, INMETRO, and CENAM of the United States, Brazil and Mexico respectively; the University of Quilmes in Argentina in the area of Indicators-RICYT, and other national institutions that continue to support the development of inter-American systems of information already mentioned.  In the case of RedHUCyT, significant resources have been received from the United States as well as other member countries.
The activities related to the follow-up of this mandate have already begun.  It is important to indicate that these activities require a continued effort so that advances that have been achieved can be viewed through determined indicators.
The OAS, through OCyT, continues to collaborate with national councils of Science and Technology, and is the Technical Secretariat for the COMCYT (Inter-American Commission of Science and Technology), MERCOCYT (Common Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge), CTCAP (Central American and Panamanian Commission for Scientific and Technological Development), RICYT (Ibero-American/Inter-American Network of Scientific and Technological Indicators), and the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), thus continuing to promote, among other objectives, technical cooperation of all subjects related to the formulation and implementation of policies in S&T, which are fundamental to the process of popularization of S&T.
In Connectivity and Information Technologies, the OCyT continues to support the development of information systems specialized in metrology, biotechnology and alimentary technology, indicators of S&T, standards, accrediting, etc. whose web-pages are being established in the OCyT server located in Washington, so as to improve access to information.  Activities to promote a new generation of applications and advanced Internet technology in the region have also been undertaken.  

Through the years, by means of the Inter-university Hemispheric Network Project of Science and Technology (RedHUCyT), the process of interconnecting the countries via the Internet has been supported.  Currently, the OCyT has developed a portal to facilitate the regional access to information in science and technology. (http://www.science.oas.org).


Support the development of high-level human capital for the development of science and technology research and innovation that would encourage the strengthening of the agricultural, industrial, commercial and business sectors as well as the sustainability of the environment;

OAS
To date, the OAS OCyT has been financing these activities through the FEMCIDI Fund; through the Regular Fund, which covers work completed by their personnel in different areas; and through important contributions in expert-hours. Other important contributions include the use of laboratories, installations and donation of equipment by national institutions of the most advanced countries of the region, such as NIST, INMETRO and CENAM of the United States, Brazil and Mexico respectively.  The CYTED Program will be co-financing, with AICD of the OAS, which also facilitated the negotiations, a program of Latin American Tours in S&T. It is important to mention the valuable support from the German government  to the program through the GTZ during the past few years, in the preparation and training of technical personnel in the region.
3-5 years

The OCyT, which collaborated with the Inter-American Metrology System in organizing its General Assembly, Council meeting and technical committee meetings in December 2001 in Miami with the participation of OAS Member States, also held several workshops and meetings within the framework of the General Assembly. An ambitious program is being discussed to train young metrologists from the region.  Negotiations continue with the CYTED Program, so that through the AICD some Tours of S&T can be co-financed.  Support is being offered to MIPYMEs agro-alimentation in the rural sector of Central America and the Caribbean.  In the last few years, MIPYMEs of the region have received important support from OCyT and GTZ of Germany, especially in the training of personnel from national institutions and from participating MIPMYE s from 12 countries focused on improving their quality and productivity management.  




IICA

IICA will continue to provide services of cooperation in the 2002-2006 period in the field of technological innovation, in particular, innovation policy design, institutional modernization, access to new technologies, scientific-technological information system management and support of hemispheric dialogue and consolidation of the regional research system.  


In the field of science and technology for agricultural and rural development, IICA has collaborated with the Member States in developing a better capacity for: creating policies on animal husbandry technical innovation; creating and consolidating national, regional and hemispheric systems of technological innovation; and facilitating the international transfer of knowledge.  

In 2001, the following achievements are highlighted: 1) the consolidation of the Regional Forum of Animal Husbandry Research and Technological Development (FORAGRO), in which IICA serves as a Technical Secretariat; 2) the start of a regional exercise on research priorities; 3) the development and operation of the Regional System of Scientific, Technological Information and Animal Husbandry Innovation (INFOTEC) (www.infoagro.net/infotec) and 4) supporting the national networks in technical innovation.  INFOTEC allows virtual dialogues and communication with other scientific forums around the globe.  



Promote, with the support of existing cooperation mechanisms, the development of the regional program of science and technology indicators;

Peru








OAS
The OAS has contributed to RICYT through the Regular Fund and the FEMCIDI Fund. With respect to the Regular Fund, the OCyT contribution was in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of RICYT. The FEMCIDI fund has represented an important source of financing over the years, helping to turn what has been originally a national initiative into a regional one, recognized by the Heads of State of the Americas.
OAS OCyT has supported RICYT since the mid-1990s in conjunction with CYTED. The activities associated with carrying out this mandate are ongoing.

The OAS, through the Office of Science and Technology (OCyT) and in conjunction with the Ibero-American Program for Science and Technology for Development (CYTED), has supported since its inception the Regional Science and Technology Indicators Program (RICYT). To ensure effective continuity of this program, the Office offered technical support to the University of  Quilmes in Argentina, which coordinates this program, as part of a preparatory/reform process requested by AICD for the reform of the said program, to be presented to FEMCIDI for funding. The Office continues to exercise its role as the Technical Secretariat for RICYT and is coordinating the production of a maintenance web site which  is maintained on the Office server in the OAS, in order to facilitate greater access in the region.


Endeavor to implement and follow up on the scientific and technological activities mentioned above, counting on the support of hemispheric cooperation and coordination mechanisms related to this field;

OAS
The Regular Fund  of the OAS. Significant funds will come from countries hosting the mentioned meetings. With respect to the general follow-up of Summit mandates, significant funds come from national institutions of certain countries.
Implementation is currently under way through work being done by the Office of Science and Technology (OCyT). 
Initial coordination activities took place for the next Preparatory Meeting for the Science and Technology Minsterial, to be held in the framework of CIDI. 


Health

Health Sector Reform
Political Declaration:
We emphasize that good health and equal access to medical attention, health services and affordable medicine are critical to human development and the achievement of our political, economic and social objectives.

Plan of Action:

Reaffirm their commitment to an equity-oriented health sector reform process, emphasizing their concerns for essential public health functions, quality of care, equal access to health services and health coverage, especially in the fields of disease prevention and health promotion, and improving the use of resources and administration of health services; promote the continued use of scientifically validated, agreed-upon, common indicators for assessing effectiveness, equity and efficiency of health systems;

Canada
Venezuela








PAHO




"Research on Health Sector Reform in Latin America" was edited and disseminated by PAHO in collaboration with the International Center for Development Research (Washington, DC, April 2001). 
A two-year joint initiative (PAHO, the International Centre for Development Research with the participation of the ILO) has been launched to expand current knowledge of critical gaps for expanding social protection in health.
The Government of Jamaica, and PAHO organized a Regional Forum on "the Challenge of the HIV/AIDS Pandemic for the Reform and Strengthening of Health Systems and Services in the Americas" in Ocho Rios, Jamaica (February 2002)
The WB, the IDB and PAHO etc. organized the fourth EUROLAC Conference in Malaga, Spain (February 2002). More than 200 policy makers attended the conference, which focused on "Managing Health Systems for Better Health: The Stewardship Function of Health Ministries.

In Health Coverage a regional joint initiative between PAHO and ILO to "Expand Social protection in Health" has been recently launched to better characterize social exclusion in health, foster national capabilities for determining causes, and to design and implement strategies.
In strengthening Human Resources Policies and Regulation capacities, the Observatory of Human Resources gathers currently 16 national forums that analyze trends and propose mid- and long-term policies for a set of national prioritized issues. Forums in 2001 included Peru, El Salvador, Brazil, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Uruguay, Colombia and the Dominican Republic. Also, a seminar for Human Resources policymakers was held in Brasilia from 20-24 August 2001, to identify common trends, strengthen national Human Resources regulatory capacities and create networks.

Health Ministers of the Americas met at the Pan- American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington D.C. on September 23-27 for the 26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference. This conference is a policy-setting governing body composed of the Ministers of Health of PAHO member countries. PAHO Member States include all 35 countries in the Americas. France, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are Participating States. 

Various technical reports and proposals for action, outlining the strategic directions and setting the health agenda in the Americas were discussed and approved by health ministers such as Health in the Americas, Public Health in the Americas, a quadrennial report, and a new strategic plan for the PAHO for 2003-2007. Administrative issues such as budgets and financial matters were approved. 

Resolutions calling for enhanced commitment on issues such as: vaccines and immunization; the Integrated Management of Child hood Illnesses strategy; HIV/AIDS in the Americas; the reduction of maternal mortality and morbidity; the extension of the social protection of health; health and aging; women health and development and the Meeting of Health and Environment Ministers (HEMA); were passed. Highlights included the following: 
A special fund was created to reduce maternal mortality in the Americas.
- Sub-regional Health Sector Reform evaluations has also been presented and discussed in the: a) Ministers of Health of Central America and Dominican Republic Annual  Meeting (Managua, August 2001), b) the Ministers of Health of the Andean Countries (Quito, November 2001).




Strengthen and promote development of domestic standards of practice, accreditation and licensing procedures, codes of ethics, and education and training programs for health personnel; improve the mix of health personnel in the provision of health services to better respond to national health priorities;

Canada








PAHO




- 34 countries have published and disseminated their country profiles on health systems and services

- In Quality of Care, a joint initiative between PAHO and the Quality Assurance Project of USAID has been developed in order to build a framework aimed to foster national capabilities for conceptualizing quality of care determinants and including quality as a component in IMF's loan operations.



Intensify efforts and share and promote best practices to:

- reduce maternal and infant morbidity and mortality; 

- provide quality reproductive health care and services for women, men and adolescents; and 

- carry out commitments made at the Cairo International Conference on Population and Development and its five-year follow-up in New York;

Canada
Venezuela








PAHO




- The project Mainstreaming Gender Equity in Health Sector Reform is currently being developed at the Regional level and in two pilot countries, Chile and Peru.  The goal of this project is to ensure that gender equality and women's human rights become an integral dimension of the design, implementation and evaluation of health sector reform policies.  Its basic strategy is to foster project ownership and joint actions between stakeholders in government and civil society.
- In Reproductive Health, a prospective analysis methodology and strategic planning methodology were developed and introduced to 17 countries. These were developed in conjunction with universities in the Region and used to develop and revise national reproductive health policies, and in the introduction of the new concepts of sexual and reproductive health into the curriculum of schools of medical sciences.  These methodologies also facilitated introduction of these new concepts (ICPD plan of action) into the sexual and reproductive health services in the Region.   

- The Regional Interagency Task Force for Maternal Mortality Reduction comprised of PAHO, USAID, UNFPA, UNICEF, IDB, Family Care International, World Bank, and Population Council, developed a regional consensus strategy document for the reduction of maternal mortality, which has been widely discussed with stakeholders from countries with higher maternal mortality ratios. 
- “Managing Complications in Pregnancy and Childbirth” (MCPC), an effective tool oriented towards improvement of obstetric and neonatal quality of care was developed, translated into Spanish and adapted through continuous discussions with government officials, professional associations, and regional experts. 
Health Ministers of the Americas met at the Pan- American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington D.C. on September 23-27 for the 26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference. This conference is a policy-setting governing body composed of the Ministers of Health of PAHO member countries. PAHO Member States include all 35 countries in the Americas. France, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are Participating States. 

A special fund was created to reduce maternal mortality in the Americas. Ministers agreed that the high death rate of women as a result of complications from pregnancy and childbirth in Latin America and the Caribbean was unacceptable and needed urgently to be addressed. Although some progress has been made there are still large disparities in death rates between countries. Maternal mortality continues to be a public health priority and more funding is needed to address this problem, particularly in dissemination of information on this problem.

An important priority is the expansion of the Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI) strategy. This strategy is currently utilized in 17 countries with high infant mortality rates and has already saved tens of thousands of lives. It is now being incorporated into graduate and undergraduate curricula to educate and train health workers at all levels in the treatment of children.



Develop processes to evaluate the efficacy of alternative health practices and medicinal products to ensure public safety and share this experience and knowledge with other countries in the Americas;

PAHO
WB
IDB





Communicable Diseases
Political Declaration:

We acknowledge that another major threat to the security of our people is HIV/AIDS. We are united in our resolve to adopt multi-sectoral strategies and to develop our cooperation to combat this disease and its consequences.

Plan of Action:
Commit, at the highest level, to combat HIV/AIDS and its consequences, recognizing that this disease is a major threat to the security of our people; in particular seek to increase resources for prevention, education and access to care and treatment as well as research; adopt a multi‑sectoral and gender sensitive approach to education, to prevention and to controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) by developing participatory programs especially with high risk populations, and by fostering partnerships with civil society including the mass media, the business sector and voluntary organizations; promote the use of ongoing horizontal mechanisms of cooperation to secure the safety of blood; increase national access to treatment of HIV/AIDS‑related illnesses through measures striving to ensure the provision and affordability of drugs, including reliable distribution and delivery systems and appropriate financing mechanisms consistent with national laws and international agreements acceded to; continue dialogue with the pharmaceutical industry and the private sector in general to encourage the availability of affordable antiretrovirals and other drugs for HIV/AIDS treatment, and promote strategies to facilitate the sharing of drug pricing information including, where appropriate, that available in national data banks; promote and protect the human rights of all persons living with HIV/AIDS, without gender or age discrimination; utilize the June 2001 UN General Assembly Special Session on AIDS as a platform to generate support for hemispheric and national HIV/AIDS programs;

Canada
Chile
Venezuela








PAHO




- Countries have been supported by PAHO in the preparation of proposals to apply for funding to the newly created global fund (GFATM) for AIDS, TB and Malaria.

- In the control of HIV/AIDS, PAHO participated at he UNGASS meeting in New York in June 2001.  Sub-regional consultations on the use of the building block strategy took place in the Caribbean and Latin America.  Otherwise, in the context of HIV/AIDS, initiatives are being developed in the areas of mother/child transmission, accelerated access to antiretroviral drugs, promotion of sexual health, mobile populations including migrants, etc.  In the context of the shared agenda for health cooperation, the IDB, WB and PAHO created a special working group on HIV/AIDS to support countries in their fight against the disease.  At the 43rd board meeting of the IDB in Fortaleza, Brazil, PAHO, the IDB and UNAIDS cosponsored a seminar on HIV/AIDS. 


In the control of HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean countries, a CAREC regional plan has been formulized and countries are now completing a strategic plan.  PAHO is working with the WB in the Caribbean region and with the IDB on an initiative in Haiti.  As a result of a joint PAHO/IDB briefing, IDB funded projects have been reformatted in some Central American countries to include HIV/AIDS control activities.

Health Ministers of the Americas met at the Pan- American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington D.C. on September 23-27 for the 26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference. This conference is a policy-setting governing body composed of the Ministers of Health of PAHO member countries. PAHO Member States include all 35 countries in the Americas. France, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are Participating States. 

HIV/AIDS was another priority subject. 2.8 million people live with HIV/AIDS in the Americas. With 16% of adults infected, the Caribbean is the second most affected sub region after sub-Saharan Africa. On this point, health ministers requested that countries meet the goals of the United Nations Declaration on HIV/AIDS, especially those aimed at preventing HIV infection; providing care, support, and treatment to people living with HIV/AIDS; and reducing the stigma and social exclusion associated with the epidemic. Ministers were also urged to explore new ways to reduce the price of antiretroviral drugs for the treatment of people living with AIDS.




IDB


For the IDB’s most recent up-date please refer to the Spanish edition of the IMM chart.

HIV/AIDS Program:

This program will contribute to the struggle against HIV/AIDS through collaboration with PAHO/WHO, UNAIDS, the World Bank and other international agencies, and through financial and technical assistance for prevention activities. Focal areas will be: access to medicine; preventive measures, with emphasis on the reduction of mother-child transmission; the human rights and needs of people living with HIV/AIDS; and promoting the participation of the private sector in the HIV/AIDS agenda.

- The Bank revised existing loans to Guatemala and Honduras to include AIDS components.

- The Bank contributed to the formation of an AIDS subgroup as part of the Shared Agenda (PAHO, World Bank, IDB) to improve inter-agency coordination on AIDS.

- The IDB approved or designed three technical cooperation operations on AIDS totaling US$1.6 million.

- The Bank promoted the inclusion of an AIDS component in the Puebla-Panama Initiative.

- The Bank commissioned eight sector studies on HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean.

- A seminar on HIV/AIDS and development was held on the occasion of the Bank’s Annual Meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil, in March 2002. IDB actions were identified and are being implemented.



Enhance programs at the hemispheric, national and local levels to prevent, control and treat communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, dengue, malaria and Chagas;










PAHO




- In Immunization, the goal of measles eradication is within reach, particularly since only 3 out of 44 countries reported cases of measles in 2001.  A resurgence of polio was avoided in the Hispaniola (21 cases were discovered) through timely national vaccination campaigns in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, and there have been no new cases since July 2001. Significant advances have been made in the area of rubella control and prevention of congenital rubella syndrome. Most countries are now using a rubella containing vaccine, and several (the English-speaking Caribbean, Costa Rica, Brazil, Honduras, and Nicaragua) have embarked on accelerated control of rubella initiatives, following the recommendations PAHO’s Technical Advisory Group on Vaccine Preventable Diseases.

- All 21 countries, where malaria is endemic, in the Americas now participate in the Roll Back Malaria initiative. National programs continue making efforts to consolidate the integration of malaria services into the general health service and to enhance inter-country collaboration to prevent and control the disease in areas of common epidemiological interest. 
- In conjunction with the PAHO blood banks program, progress has been made in the technical cooperation towards countries for the limiting of transfusion of T. Cruzi. This has increased the coverage and quality of activities related to the prevention of the transmission of Chagas, with various levels of success for all the endemic countries of the region.

- In the control of TB, 25 countries now apply the Directly Observed Treatment Short-course (DOTS) strategy which when fully implemented in countries leads to a cure rate of 86% vs. a rate of 46% in countries that do not. Studies of resistance to antituberculosis drugs in 4 countries were initiated with USAID funding.  An International Forum of Partners to STOP TB took place in Washington, DC in 2001 and a first meeting for the coordination of a joint effort between the HIV/AIDS program and the tuberculosis program to fight co-infection in the Americas took place in Honduras in October 2001.
- In Malaria control, efforts have been supported by member countries of the Amazon Pact, the Health Sector of Central America System together with the Dominican Republic and recently by the endemic countries of the Southern Cone. Meanwhile, in the non-endemic countries of the Caribbean, efforts are underway to prevent reintroduction of the disease through strengthening of health surveillance systems. As a result the mortality caused by malaria has being reduced in more than 60% in the last five years and morbidity by P. falciparum infections has being reduced by 40% in certain countries.

- In Chagas control, the Southern Cone initiative maintained and consolidated control of the vector-borne disease. The interruption of the vector transmission and/or transfusion of Chagas has been certified in Uruguay, Chile and Brazil. New achievements for 2001 include the interruption of the T. Cruzi vector in four provinces of Argentina thus significantly expanding the subregional area, which is transmission free.  In Central America, progress has been made towards control of vector transmission and transfusion of T. Cruzi. This has lead to the creation of an exhaustive work plan for 2002, including technical plans for the control of the disease and international evaluations of results and progress in the context of the subregional project. The recent international evaluation in Guatemala revealed a high level of control for Rh. Prolixus in four endemic areas.



Promote healthy childhood development through: prenatal care, expanded immunization programs, control of respiratory and diarrheal diseases by conducting programs such as the Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses, health education, physical fitness, access to safe and nutritious foods, and the promotion of breast‑feeding;

PAHO
WB
IDB


Health Ministers of the Americas met at the Pan- American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington D.C. on September 23-27 for the 26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference. This conference is a policy-setting governing body composed of the Ministers of Health of PAHO member countries. PAHO Member States include all 35 countries in the Americas. France, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are Participating States. 

On vaccines and immunization, health ministers set a goal of 95 percent vaccination coverage of all children in all countries, a necessary step to ensure the success of PAHO's measles elimination program. In order to achieve equity in immunization in the hemisphere, uniform quality immunization coverage at all levels must be attained, as well as the provision of a supportive political and technical environment for the Americas to benefit from additional new or under-used vaccines of public health importance. 


Non‑Communicable Diseases


Implement community‑based health care, prevention and promotion programs to reduce health risks and non‑communicable diseases such as cardiovascular disease and including hypertension, cancer, diabetes, mental illness as well as the impact of violence and accidents on health;

Venezuela








PAHO




- 10 countries are networking to develop integrated Non Communicable Disease Prevention Program addressing risk factors and early manifestations of disease (CARMEN).  Risk factor surveillance has been initiated.

- In Cervical cancer prevention, implementation trials to measure effectiveness of screening and treatment techniques have begun.

- In the prevention of violence, the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence (IDB, WB, UNESCO, CDC and PAHO) continued to meet.

- The World Health Report on Mental Health which includes regional input on burdens and challenges, was launched regionally at a Conference in Washington (November 2001), Mental Health in the Americas: Partnering for Progress.



Participate actively in the negotiation of a proposed Framework Convention on Tobacco Control; develop and adopt policies and programs to reduce the consumption of tobacco products, especially as it affects children; share best practices and lessons learned in the development of programs designed to raise public awareness, particularly for adolescents, about the health risks associated with tobacco, alcohol and drugs;

Chile








PAHO




- In May 2001, PAHO launched the Smoke Free Americas initiative to raise awareness of the need to reduce exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke throughout the Americas. In Brazil, as of 31 January 2002 tobacco packages are required by law to carry one of nine mandated picture-based health messages on one full side of the package. Governments of the Americas along with other WHO Member States continued negotiations on the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, with negotiation sessions held in May and October of 2001 and scheduled for March and October 2002. 


Connectivity
Provide sound, scientific and technical information to health workers and the public, utilizing innovations such as the Virtual Health Library of the Americas; encourage the use of tele-health as a means to connect remote populations and to provide health services and information to under‑served groups, as a complement to the provision of existing health care services;

PAHO



- The Virtual Library continued to operate in the following countries: Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Honduras and Mexico, among others.  Special themes include environment and adolescence.  Development of the following initiatives is currently taking place: Aging,  Bio-ethics, Equity and Human Development, Food Legislation, Legislation, Perinatal Health, Safe-Food and Science and Health - Experimental version.

- PAHO is developing the Virtual Health Campus together with 10 universities or institutions in Latin America, in order to develop professional and institutional competencies in essential public health functions, to improve access to information for public health workers and to further interchange between professionals and organizations in public health.
- A proposal was developed for the implementation of the Virtual Health Library on Gender (VHL-G).  Using the references currently registered with SIMUS (Sistema de Información en Mujer y Salud), the VHL-G will serve as a clearinghouse for information on Gender and Women's Health Issues. This initiative is currently being planned with BIREME (Virtual Health Library) to develop the database and webpage, which will house the VHL-G.  The VHL-G is significant because it is intended to be the largest known registry of such information.




Gender Equality
Endorse the Inter‑American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality approved at the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women, held in April 2000, by the CIM; endorse as well the Regional Programme of Action for the Women in Latin America and the Caribbean 1995‑2000 and the further actions and initiatives adopted at the Twenty-Third Special Session of the UN General Assembly (Beijing +5) to implement the Beijing Declaration and its Platform for Action; and integrate a gender perspective into the programs, actions and agendas of national and international events, to ensure that women's experiences and gender equality are an integral dimension of the design, implementation and evaluation of government and inter‑American policies and programs in all spheres;

OAS - CIM



Meeting of the Follow Up to the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, Washington DC
Gender Mainstreaming in Ministerials 

SEPIA I – Gender and Labor.  The CIM coordinated the preparation of a document with recommendations for incorporating a gender perspective in the Programs and Policies of Labor Ministries.  Partner institutions included the International Labor Organization (ILO) the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the U.S. Department of Labor, the AFL-CIO, the Social Development and Education Unit (UDSE) and the Summit Office. The recommendations were presented to the Preparatory Meeting of the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) in June 2001 and considered at the Ministerial, held in October of that year in Ottawa, Canada. A follow up meeting, SEPIA I- Gender and Labor,  took place in December, 2001 with participating institutions and labor representatives of civil society to analyze the Declaration and Plan of Action of the XII IACML for the inclusion of a gender perspective, identify areas lacking this perspective, and suggest strategies to promote its inclusion.

The lines of action and general recommendations from SEPIA I were approved by the CIM Executive Committee and forwarded to the Ministers of Labor, the Secretariat pro tempore and the chairs of the working groups of the XII IACML and to the IACML National Coordinators, among others.  The CIM was invited to the technical meeting of the working groups held in Miami in January 2002 and has been asked to participate actively in the follow-up meetings. 

The SEPIA I  activity  also furthers the Summit mandate to “Promote and protect the rights of all workers, particularly those of working women and take action to remove structural and legal barriers as well as stereotypical attitudes to gender equality at work…” (Item 11- Labor and Employment).  

SEPIA II- Gender and Justice.   A similar process was used to present recommendations on gender mainstreaming to the IV Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IV) in March, 2002.  In February 2002, a meeting was held  with representatives of  ILANUD, the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women, the American University Law School, the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), the International Association of Women Judges and the Inter-American Human Rights Institute (IIDH), to prepare the recommendations.  A follow up meeting, SEPIA II - Gender and Justice, to analyze and promote the inclusion of a gender perspective in the results of REMJA IV took place in July, 2002, in Washington D.C.  Participants included CIM Principal Delegates, experts from Justice Ministries and NGOs working in the area of justice, such as the Justice Studies Center of the Americas. 

The recommendations from SEPIA II were approved by the CIM Executive Committee and forwarded to the Ministers of Justice, CIM Delegates, and all other participants in the meeting. The CIM has asked to be included as technical  advisor on gender issues in the activities of the Technical Secretariat of the Juridical Cooperation Mechanism for the REMJA IV follow up process. 

SEPIA III –Gender and Education.  A third SEPIA meeting on Education is being planned for 2003, using the same process as for SEPIA I and II.

Follow-up to SEPIA I and SEPIA II will be crucial to ensure that the recommendations on gender are implemented.





ECLAC


In its capacity as Secretariat of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC has continued to conduct activities in follow-up to the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001 and to the Beijing Platform for Action.  These activities include periodic meetings of the Presiding Officers of the Conference with the participation of all the countries in the region.  In the last two years the Presiding Officers, besides following the usual political agenda, also focused on the analysis of substantive topics such as gender indicators (Santiago, Chile, September 2000), across-the-board application of the gender approach in public policies (Trinidad and Tobago, October 2001), and the linkage between democratic governance and gender equity (Santiago, Chile, September 2002).

In this framework it has implemented activities geared to the mainstreaming of the gender perspective that include granting technical assistance to sectoral ministries (health, tourism, labor, economy), offices of statistics, and anti-poverty programmes in the region.  Three projects have been implemented: "Institutionalizing the gender perspective in sectoral ministries", "Using gender indicators in public policy making", and "Changes in the pension systems and their impact in overcoming inequalities between men and women". 

There have also been activities aimed at the design of tools for public policy making, mainly in the context of the gender indicators projects aforementioned.  Their aim is not limited to the systematization of the statistical information already available but include also the provision of technical assistance to improve the process of recollection, analysis and dissemination of data for the design of gender indicators.  This is a joint effort between the Women and Development Unit and the Statistics and Economic Projection Division of ECLAC.

ECLAC and UNIFEM, with the objective of training economists in the production of public policies with a gender perspective, organized under the auspices of the Chilean National Women Service (SERNAM) an international course on “Linkages between Economics and Gender for the Formulation of Public Policies,” which took place on August 26-30, 2002.  The course analyzed the gender impact of the trade liberalization process and of the current monetary flows, emphasizing political economy’s lack of neutrality and the male bias in the design of taxes and public expenditures.

ECLAC also contributed to a joint effort of the Chilean Ministry of Finance, SERNAM, UNDP, UNIFEM and GTZ directed to present experiences and reflections on challenges and opportunities in the budgetary field in Latin America with respect to gender inequalities –in order to learn about technical analyses and procedures, as well as policy strategies.  This effort materialized in an “International Seminar on Budgets with a Gender Perspective,” which took place on August 26-30, 2002 with the objective of creating proposals and facilitating synergies.
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- A regional technical cooperation is being prepared for approval in 2002 that will provide support for the following: the education of young girls; programs to reduce the mortality rate of women and infants; drafting of a Reproductive Health Plan in Chile; reproductive health for Afro-Latin women; gender analysis for planning and budgeting at the national and subnational levels.

- The design and development of national and local programs focused on the promotion of equality was approved in 2001.

- The Bank integrated a regional technical cooperation operation in 2002 to include the topic of equality in MERCOSUR budgets.

- A regional technical cooperation to develop policies directed at women in the workplace was approved in 2001.

- A regional technical cooperation to foster female education in Latin America and the Caribbean was approved in 2001 (JF).



Strengthen national machineries and other government bodies responsible for the advancement of women and for the promotion and protection of the human rights of women; provide them with the necessary human and financial resources, including through exploring innovative funding schemes so that gender is integrated into all policies, programs and projects; and support both the fundamental role that women's organizations have played and will continue to play in advancing gender equality and the joint efforts between governments and the private sector which contribute to respect and understanding of the human rights of women;

Venezuela







Strengthening of National Machineries and Dissemination of  Information.   The CIM will urge the member states to strengthen and to give a greater and more visible role and rank to the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women.  It will work with its delegates, national machineries and representatives of civil society to promote and urge member states to use the gender indicators developed by Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) for the gathering of sex-disagregated data. 
Campaign on Women’s Human Rights.  The CIM proposes the development and implementation of a campaign to inform women of their rights which would include materials, printed and electronic, the creation of a database, the dissemination of these materials and a consultant under CIM supervision to develop and manage campaign. 
OAS - CIM
The following proposed activities can be carried out only if external funding is obtained.





Promote gender equity and equality and women's human rights by strengthening and fostering women's full and equal participation in political life in their countries and in decision‑making at all levels;

Chile








CIM


The CIM promoted the adoption, by the 2002 General Assembly of the OAS,  of AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02) “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS”, which urges the Secretary General to reaffirm the goal that women should occupy, by the year 2005, 50% of posts at each level within the OAS organs, agencies and entities, particularly at the highest levels and to continue to make gender equity and equality one of the priorities in his continuing efforts to establish a new management culture in the Organization.  This resolution also requests all member states to support the efforts of the Secretary General and of the President of the CIM by identifying, and regularly submitting, through their permanent missions to the OAS, the most highly-qualified women candidates to occupy positions of trust within the OAS and to encourage more women to apply for vacant positions, which will have been widely publicized in all member states.

The CIM also proposes the appointment of more women to ministerial-level positions.





IICA

IICAs’ efforts in the theme of gender equality will continue in the period 2002-2006 as a transversal component of cooperation services.  


IICA, with the support of the Swedish Agency of Cooperation for International Development, executed the General Project in Rural Sustainable Development, which strengthened the positioning of the gender theme in public policy management in the countries and institutions of the Inter-American system.  This project mobilized more than 5,000 men and women from 34 member countries through 162 training seminars, meetings and dialogue forums.  Sustained processes were generated through dialogue in 17 countries with public-sector and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which produced new policies to foster the equal participation of women in national development.  


Support the Caribbean Network of Rural Women Producers.


Reinforce the role of the CIM as the technical advisor to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality and recognize the importance of the CIM in follow‑up to relevant Summit recommendations; provide for an appropriate level of resources to the CIM to carry out its role as the principal hemispheric policy‑generating forum for the advancement of the human rights of women and particularly of gender equality; promote the support and participation of the IDB, the World Bank and ECLAC in the implementation of and follow‑up to this Plan of Action;
In order to fulfill its role as principal hemispheric policy generating forum and as technical advisor to the SIRG on gender, the CIM must be more visible and effective and must participate in national, regional and international fora.  To comply with this mandate, the CIM should:

 - Follow up on all meetings of Ministers to analyze the progress made on gender mainstreaming; 

 - Organize the II Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States in 2004

- Be involved in country-level research on the implementation of summit mandates related to gender;
 - Monitor actions taken by governments and write the appropriate policy documents and recommendations; 

 - Convene inter-agency and civil society meetings to agree to the recommendations made to the SIRG;
 - Enhance its electronic communications capacities and strengthen its working relationship with the OAS General Secretariat and other OAS agencies.

Only a very small part of this can be accomplished without additional human and financial resources.  Effective implementation of this mandate will entail the hiring of additional consultants. 
OAS - CIM
IDB
WB
ECLAC






Promote the use of information and communications technologies as a mechanism to address inequalities between men and women and ensure women's equality of access to these new technologies and to the requisite training; to this end, ensure that government connectivity programs and programming at local, national and regional levels, integrate a gender perspective representative of the diversity of women within various groups, including indigenous peoples and rural and ethnic minorities;








Strengthen systems for collecting and processing statistical data disaggregated by sex, and adopt the use of gender indicators that will contribute to a baseline analysis of the status of women and to the implementation of public policies at the national and regional levels, and that make it possible to improve the monitoring and assessment of regional and international agreements; 

ECLAC


In its capacity as Secretariat of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC has continued to conduct activities in follow-up to the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001 and to the Beijing Platform for Action.  These activities include periodic meetings of the Presiding Officers of the Conference with the participation of all the countries in the region.  In the last two years the Presiding Officers, besides following the usual political agenda, also focused on the analysis of substantive topics such as gender indicators (Santiago, Chile, September 2000), across-the-board application of the gender approach in public policies (Trinidad and Tobago, October 2001), and the linkage between democratic governance and gender equity (Santiago, Chile, September 2002).

In this framework it has implemented activities geared to the mainstreaming of the gender perspective that include granting technical assistance to sectoral ministries (health, tourism, labor, economy), offices of statistics, and anti-poverty programmes in the region.  Three projects have been implemented: "Institutionalizing the gender perspective in sectoral ministries", "Using gender indicators in public policy making", and "Changes in the pension systems and their impact in overcoming inequalities between men and women". 

There have also been activities aimed at the design of tools for public policy making, mainly in the context of the gender indicators projects aforementioned.  Their aim is not limited to the systematization of the statistical information already available but include also the provision of technical assistance to improve the process of recollection, analysis and dissemination of data for the design of gender indicators.  This is a joint effort between the Women and Development Unit and the Statistics and Economic Projection Division of ECLAC.




Strengthening of National Machineries and Dissemination of  Information.   The CIM will urge the member states to strengthen and to give a greater and more visible role and rank to the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women.  It will work with its delegates, national machineries and representatives of civil society to promote and urge member states to use the gender indicators developed by Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) for the gathering of sex-disagregated data. 
Campaign on Women’s Human Rights.  The CIM proposes the development and implementation of a campaign to inform women of their rights which would include materials, printed and electronic, the creation of a database, the dissemination of these materials and a consultant under CIM supervision to develop and manage campaign. 
CIM
The following proposed activities can be carried out only if external funding is obtained.




Indigenous Peoples
Political Declaration:

We will work to insure that the input from the Indigenous Conclave of the Americas and the Indigenous Peoples Summit of the Americas is reflected in the implementation of the Summit of the Americas Declaration and Plan of Action. We support efforts towards early and successful conclusion of negotiations on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which will promote and protect their human rights and fundamental freedoms.








Make their best efforts, in accordance with national legislation, to encourage donor agencies, the private sector, other governments, regional and international organizations as well as MDBs to support hemispheric and national conferences in order to exchange experiences among indigenous peoples and their organizations in implementing activities to promote their sustainable cultural, economic and social development, and in such other areas as may be identified by indigenous peoples;

Canada 








IDB
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- The Bank sponsored a seminar titled “Indigenous Development in Mexico and Central America.”

- The Bank published a study titled Social Investment Funds and Indigenous Peoples in June 2001.

- The Inter-American Institute for Social Development carried out a special training exercise in social management for indigenous leaders in May 2001.

Program for Legal Security and Sustainable Development of Indigenous Lands:
This program will provide assistance for the demarcation, regularization, registration and titling of indigenous lands. It will also facilitate the development of productive activities and strengthen the sustainable management of these territories with sustainable criteria (taking into account indigenous uses and customs).

- The Indigenous Peoples and Community Development Unit has created a comparative databank of indigenous legislation.

- The Bank has approved proposals for pilot projects for titling and development of indigenous natural and cultural resources in Ecuador and Central America.

- The Bank approved a technical cooperation program to revise Colombian legislation to reflect the requirements of indigenous legal systems.

Program for Integrated Community-Based Projects for Excluded Groups:
- This program will allow the financing of new integrated projects for community development, focused on marginalized communities (e.g. indigenous and Afro-Latin communities). Emphasis will be placed on the use of initial diagnoses and evaluations, and consultation and participation methodologies that ensure the proper representation of the population, as well as their ownership of the projects. The projects will have a decentralized execution and will be based on social participation.

- The Bank completed two best practices studies on community consultation and participation.

- The Bank drafted operational guidelines for ethno engineering.

- The Bank approved a loan for the comprehensive development of indigenous communities in Chile.

- Approval has also been given for five technical cooperation operations to support the creation of innovative financial mechanisms for indigenous business development.

- The Indigenous Fund financed five indigenous development projects.

- Approval was given for a regional technical cooperation for an ethno-tourism program with indigenous communities in Central America (a component of the Puebla-Panama Plan).



Acknowledge the value that the world views, uses, customs and traditions of indigenous peoples can make to policies and programs related to the management of lands and natural resources, sustainable development and biodiversity; on this basis, develop corresponding strategies and methods to consider and respect indigenous peoples' cultural practices and protect their traditional knowledge in accordance with the principles and objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;








Increase the availability and accessibility of educational services in consultation with indigenous peoples, especially women, children and youth, in accordance with their values, customs, traditions and organizational structures, by promoting linguistic and cultural diversity in education and training programs for indigenous communities; promote national and regional strategies for indigenous women, children and youth; similarly, encourage international exchange programs and public and private sector internships in order to promote equal opportunity, raise the average school‑leaving age, maximize individual and collective achievement, and promote lifelong learning for all indigenous people;








Promote and accommodate, as appropriate, the particular cultural, linguistic and developmental needs of indigenous peoples, in urban and rural contexts, into the development and implementation of educational initiatives and strategies, with special attention to building institutional capacity, connectivity and linkages, including through national focal points, with other indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere;








Promote and enhance, in all sectors of society, and especially in the area of education, the understanding of the contribution made by indigenous peoples in shaping the national identity of the countries in which they live; 








Develop strategies, measures, and mechanisms aimed at ensuring the effective participation of indigenous peoples in the design, implementation and evaluation of comprehensive health plans, policies, systems and programs that recognize the value of developing holistic communities that take into consideration cultural, economic and social realities and circumstances;










Support the Health of Indigenous Peoples Initiative, promoted by PAHO, in assisting states and in consultation with indigenous peoples, to formulate integrated public policies and health systems that foster the health of indigenous peoples, in designing and implementing inter‑cultural frameworks and models of care specifically aimed at addressing the health needs and priorities of these peoples, and in improving information collection, analysis and dissemination on the health and social conditions of these peoples, with particular emphasis on children;

PAHO






Reduce the digital, communications and information gaps between the national average and indigenous peoples and communities, through relevant connectivity and communications programs and projects that provide services in the fields of political, economic and social development, including the use of indigenous peoples information networks;








Promote the collection and publication of national statistics to generate information on the ethnic composition and socio‑economic characteristics of indigenous populations in order to define and evaluate the most appropriate policies to address needs;








Support the process of reform of the Inter‑American Indian Institute, based on extensive consultations among states and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, and further develop processes to ensure broad and full participation of indigenous peoples throughout the inter‑American system, including in the discussions on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

Brazil





Cultural Diversity
Enhance partnerships and exchanges of information, including through the use of information and communications technologies, by holding a series of seminars among experts, government officials and representatives of civil society on the importance of the linguistic and cultural diversity of the Hemisphere to promote a better acceptance, understanding, appreciation and respect among the peoples of the region;








Encourage the convocation of a meeting at the ministerial or highest appropriate level, with the support of the CIDI, to discuss cultural diversity with a view to deepening hemispheric cooperation on this issue;

OAS-IACD



The preparatory process and the meeting receives financing from the OAS budget earmarked for meetings of this type within CIDI
This process is ongoing until the meeting is held in July.
In coordination with the Unit for Social Development and Education, support is being provided to the preparatory process of the above referenced ministerial meeting which will be held on July 12-13, 2002, in Cartagena, Colombia. The process includes support for meetings of a working group responsible for preparing the ministerial meeting, a preparatory meeting of experts, and the ministerial meeting itself.



Create an environment to foster awareness and understanding of cultural and linguistic diversity of countries in the Americas, through a variety of means, including the use of new communications technologies as well as the Internet; support, by means of broad collaboration, new media projects which promote inter‑cultural dialogue through the production and distribution of cultural products created for television, film, the recording industry, the publishing industry and the electronic media; enrich the diversity of cultural content of these industries, inter alia through the preservation and restoration of cultural property and through the return of illegally acquired cultural property in accordance with our international obligations;








Promote social cohesion, mutual respect and development by:

_recognizing the contribution of physical education and fair, drug‑free sport; and

_supporting initiatives which: preserve and

 enhance traditional and indigenous sport,

 strengthen the role of women in sport, and

 increase opportunities for children and

 youth, persons with disabilities and

 minorities to participate in and benefit from

 sport and other  physical activities;








Commit to active cooperation among diverse institutions, at both the national and international levels, to eradicate the illicit traffic in cultural property further to the 1970 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property; also, promote joint action with civil society organizations to implement and support policies, plans and programs that will strengthen and promote research, recovery, study, conservation, maintenance, restoration, access to and appreciation of cultural heritage and cultural property through proper care, preservation and use;







Children and Youth
Implement and support the commitments contained in the Agenda for War-Affected Children agreed to by 132 states at the International Conference on War-Affected Children held in Winnipeg, Canada, in September 2000, including fostering the active participation of children and adolescents in policy, dialogue and programming for children and adolescents affected by armed conflict and also encouraging the establishment of a network for them; consider additional ways to monitor, report on and advocate the protection, rights and welfare of children affected by armed conflict in the Hemisphere in conjunction with the IACHR's Rapporteur for Children's Rights;

OAS






Promote actions to establish, strengthen and implement public policies to ensure the well‑being and integral development of children and adolescents, and promote the convening of conferences, seminars and other national or multilateral activities dedicated to children and adolescents, especially throughout 2001 in the context of the Inter‑American Year of the Child and the Adolescent;

Peru








IICA

IICA will continue to carry out actions on behalf of rural youth through cooperation actions implemented by its strategic area of Sustainable Rural Development.

IICA has promoted the mobilization of volunteers and action to highlight the importance of rural youth as a priority issue for sustainable development.  In this sense, IICA : (1) participated in the International Youth Group of the IDB, (2) has promoted an electronic forum on the topic of rural youth in Latin America and the Caribbean, initiating the creation of a virtual network of institutions and people and (3) managed the development of specialized courses for youths on leadership topics and sustainable rural development with the support of Histadrut, the IDB and other international organisms.  
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Voluntary Youth Service in the Americas Program:
- The goal of the Youth Service in the Americas Initiative (YSAI) is to empower young people (ages 12-24) to become healthy and active citizens and to contribute to the strengthening of their communities. The purpose of the initiative is to enhance the capacity of groups and schools to engage youth in service-learning projects around health, education, environment, and poverty alleviation as well as to connect them to resources to develop their own core leadership and citizen competencies. Strategically, YSAI will facilitate the coordination of existing public, private, and nonprofit resources to strengthen the existing capacity for training and engaging young people, youth development workers, and teachers to create multiple pathways for youth to involve themselves in the development of their communities through service.

- A regional technical cooperation project is in final stages of development.

Program to Train and Incorporate Youth into the Entrepreneurial Sector:
- The general objective of the project is to improve employment possibilities for disadvantaged youth (16 to 29 years of age) in the region, placing emphasis on information technology. The program establishes alliances between NGOs, firms and IT capacity builders in order to help train youth and place them in work situations where they can utilize IT technologies, benefit from lessons learned and promote better practices derived as the project develops.

- The Multilateral Investment Fund and the International Youth Foundation have created a US$20 million program —Entra 21— to co-finance youth employment projects in information technology through grants ranging from US$300,000 to US$700,000 to up to 40 nonprofits by the end of 2003. Within this framework, the project is contributing to create employment opportunities for the youth of Latin America and the Caribbean.

- The Youth Employment: Technologies in the Work Place project was approved in July 2001. Currently, it is being actively promoted in the region and is accepting proposals for grants from NGOs.



Ensure that every child in conflict with the law is treated in a manner consistent with his/her best interests, in accordance with our obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international human rights instruments, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; bear in mind the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice; and provide training opportunities, as appropriate, including gender‑sensitivity and human rights instruction, to those involved in the administration of justice;








Identify, share and promote best practices and approaches, particularly community‑based approaches aimed at supporting families, meeting the needs of children and adolescents at risk and protecting them from physical or mental abuse, injury or violence, discrimination, neglect, maltreatment, and exploitation, including sexual abuse, commercial exploitation and the worst forms of child labor as expressed in ILO Convention 182; in accordance with national legislation, develop national policies and models for rehabilitation or judicial systems for minors, incorporating initiatives for crime prevention, safeguarding the due process of law, and allowing access to institutions and programs for rehabilitation and reintegration of child and adolescent offenders into society and their families;

Canada
Peru






Endorse and seek cooperative means to advance the recommendations contained in the Kingston Consensus of the Fifth Ministerial Meeting on Children and Social Policy, held in Jamaica in October 2000, which represents the region's contribution to the UN Special Session for Children to be held in September 2001;

ECLAC


During their Tenth Summit (Panama, 17-18 November 2000), the Ibero-American Heads of Government and State requested ECLAC to prepare, jointly with the Secretariat for Ibero-American Cooperation (SECIB) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), a study on the status of Children and Adolescents, in order to assist the forum’s member countries in the adoption of an Ibero-American perspective during the discussions of the Special session of the General Assembly for Follow-up to the World Summit for Children.

In this context, ECLAC, SECIB and UNICEF, together with the Government of Peru, in its capacity as Secretariat Pro-Tempore of the Ibero-American Summit, coordinated an effort which has been joined by a number of organizations of the Ibero-American System, the United Nations system and the Inter-American System, including the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the Organization of American States (OAS) among others.

The result of these joint efforts is a document entitled Building Equity from the Beginning: The Children and Youth of Ibero-America, presented to the Third Ibero-American Conference of Ministers and Senior Officials Responsible for Children and Youth Affairs, held on 29-30 October 2001 in Lima, Peru.

The Tenth Ibero-American Conference of Youth Ministers, which took place in Panama in July 2000, asked the General Secretary of the Ibero-American Youth Organization to produce a White Paper on Youth Policies in Latin America, which will make it possible to define a proposal for an Agenda of Public Policies for the next five years.  To this respect, the General Secretary of the Ibero-American Youth Organization requested substantive support from ECLAC, recognizing the experience of the institution and its knowledge of youth issues in Latin America and the Caribbean.  In reply to this request, the Social Development Division and the Population Division/CELADE supplied substantive help for the elaboration of the White Paper.



Encourage cooperation to reduce cases of international abduction of children by one of their parents; consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, The Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co‑operation in respect of Inter-country Adoption, and the 1989 Inter‑American Convention on the International Return of Children; and comply with their obligations under these Conventions in order to prevent and remedy cases of international parental child abduction;








In order to protect and promote children's rights, develop and implement inter‑sectoral policies and programs, which may include the promotion of civil registration of all children, and allocate appropriate resources to undertake these tasks; establish and support cooperation amongst states as well as with civil society and young people to ensure effective implementation and monitoring of children's rights, including country‑appropriate indicators of the health, development, and well‑being of children, and through sharing best practices on reporting through national reports by States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child;  










Promote consultation, participation and representation of young people in all matters affecting them by providing access to reliable information and opportunities for them to express their views and contribute to discussions in local, national, regional and international fora and events;  

Canada
Peru






Reinforce the role of PAHO, the IACI, and the IACHR as technical advisors to the SIRG, on all aspects of children's issues, and recognize the importance of these institutions in follow‑up of relevant Summit recommendations.
IACI: complete an Annual Report on the Situation of Children in the Americas.

The Commission has sought to improve the rights of children through its individual case procedures as well as by investing and reporting upon the status of children's rights through its on site visits as well as its country and annual reports. The Commission also has made specific efforts to defend street children who have been victims of “social cleansing” by police and others by filing and winning an important case in this respect before the Inter-American Court. Finally, the Commission has had some success in influencing governments to avoid the recruitment of minors in the armed forces.
PAHO 

IACI
OAS (IIN y IACHR)





Connectivity


Support implementation of "Connecting the Americas" (Statement on Connectivity) by promoting partnerships, knowledge sharing and capacity building to help identify, adapt and implement the innovative application of ICTs in the Americas. The ICA mandate is to help support the development of domestic and regional connectivity strategies; adapt and implement proven models; and promote the exchange of information and expertise.

Canada








OAS-CITEL


During CITEL’s Third Regular Assembly, held August 12-16, 2002, in Washington, D.C., countires developed the Agenda for Connectivity and the Plan of action of Quito.  The Assembly decided that further development of the Agenda was required, and approved CITEL/Res. XX(III-02) which calls for the collaboration of the governments of the hemisphere, of regional, sub-regional and mutlinational agencies, of civil society and  of the private sector,  to achieve connectivity in the region.  It was decided to circulate the Agenda and Plan of Action within the member states for further consideration.  It is anticipated that the Agenda and Plan of Action will be approved in December 2002.
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Program for Regulatory Initiatives to Promote Connectivity:
- The program’s objective is to strengthen the capacity of the governments of the region to develop legal and regulatory frameworks, to facilitate access to and incorporation of the new information and communication technologies by the different sectors of the member countries. Regulatory forums have begun and will continue in order to assist the countries to address the key regulatory issues and implement the necessary changes in the area of regulation of the new information and communication technology in the knowledge economy.

- The IDB supported activities for the elaboration of national strategies for ICT for development (e-strategies) (e.g. Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Panama and Uruguay).

- The IDB, ITU, CITEL and COMTELCA are coordinating efforts for the development of ICT in the region.

- The IDB is collaborating with the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) to enhance the participation of the Latin American and Caribbean region in the World Telecommunication Development Conference (2002) and the World Summits on the Information Society (2003 in Geneva and 2005 in Tunis).

- The first regulatory roundtable in the context of the Puebla-Panama Plan (PPP) to address key issues in ICT regulation in Meso-America was held in El Salvador during November 2001. The process will continue with the organization of a series of consultative meetings to address and propose relevant regulatory changes to enhance competition and access to information and communication services in the region. This work will be supported by technical assistance to the PPP countries.

- A consultative meeting with the private sector will be held in April 2002 in El Salvador. It will address the regulatory issues to promote incentives for the construction of an integrated broadband fiber optic network in the PPP region.

Telecenters Program for Rural Connectivity:
- The program proposes to facilitate access to the Internet through public-use locations (telecenters), as a low-cost instrument to promote connectivity in an effective manner in the rural areas of the region. Rural connectivity projects will be prepared in each participating country, with formulas that promote self-sufficiency. The centers will contribute to increase economic activity, improve social well being, and a broader democratic life.

- A regional technical cooperation proposal was submitted in 2002 to be financed with resources from the Fund for Special Operations (FSO).

- A newsgroup (http://www.telecentros.org/comunidad/tallerBID.html), as well as a working group (http://www.accesouniversal.net/index.php) have been created in cooperation with other organizations and civil society to carry out regional projects on universal access to the Internet.

- The Bank is currently preparing four loan projects with important telecenter components: a US$5 million innovation loan for the expansion of technological capacities in poor communities; financing for an information and communication technology project (US$25 million) in Guyana; financing for an information and communication technology project (US$15 million) in Jamaica; and a component of a project being designed in the Dominican Republic.

Connectivity Program for Excellence in Higher Education:
- The program will support the initiatives for the application of information and communication technologies (ICT) in higher education in the region. The program will promote the development of educational material, the creation of digital libraries, the expansion of higher education, and the modernization of educational agencies. The goal is to take advantage of the capabilities of information technology to promote excellence in higher education.

- There has been considerable progress with leading higher distance education institutions, in particular with CREAD and AIESAD, the main professional and institutional associations concerned with this topic, in the preparation of the various stages of this program. Approval of a US$200,000 regional technical cooperation project that constitutes the first phase of this program is expected before the end of the year.

Program for the Democratization of Information Technology ;
- This program offers underprivileged youth access to training in information technology, computer skills, Internet use, and civic education. This last element includes human rights advocacy, nonviolence training, health, and environmental responsibility, adapted to the realities of each community. The proposal is based on the CDI Brazil Program, and recognizes that, with appropriate tools, a great number of youth living in marginal areas can make important contributions for their own benefit and that of their communities.

- CDI Americas has established 23 schools in Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, Guatemala, Honduras, Chile and Nicaragua. New centers are currently being opened in Argentina and Peru.

- Partners include CDI Brazil, Microsoft, the YMCA and the IDB.

- A regional technical cooperation (US$250,000) is being prepared to strengthen CDI Brazil’s institutional capacity and its ability to design a strategy to expand the model to other regions.

- The Viva Rio Program was approved in June 2001. The Multilateral Investment Fund contributed financing for US$860,000.




Follow Up to the Plan of Action

Summit Management

Political Declaration:

We value the active support of the Organization of American States and its specialized organs, particularly the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the Inter-American Children's Institute, as well as the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the World Bank. We call upon these institutions and other regional and international organizations to establish greater coordination for support to the implementation and follow-up to the Plan of Action of this Summit. 




A Letter of Understanding was signed between the IDB, PAHO, ECLAC and the OAS in order to achieve greater coordination in their support of the implementation of and follow-up to the mandates from the Summits of the Americas.  The Joint Summit Working Group establishes a permanent coordination and information group among the aforementioned organizations and will also include the participation of the World Bank. IICA has also joined the Group.

In addition, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and the Coporación Andina de Fomento (CAF) have each signed letters of understanding and joined the Joint Summit Working Group. 



Political Declaration:

We instruct our Foreign Ministers, at the next General Assembly, to advance and deepen the process of reform in the OAS, supported by appropriate resources, to improve its functioning and to enable the Organization to better implement our Summit mandates.

OAS - Secretariat for the Summit Process 


The Secretary General presented to the Permanent Council the document "Restructuring the OAS to Address the Challenges of the Summit Process in Response to Resolutions AG/RES. 1812, 1824, 1836 and 1839 (XXXI -0/01).  A Joint Working Group Comprised of CEGCI and CAAP was created to examine the report and make recommendations to the Genreal Assembly.  The OAS Permanent Council approved Resolution 816, which adopted the recommended measures that fell within its area of competence and the OAS General Assembly adopted Resolution 1848 to approve those measures of the reform proposal requiring its approval.  The latter included instructions to the Permanent Council to allocate resources in the program-budget of the OAS to permit the Secretariat for the Summit Process to carry out its responsibilities. 
continue 



We continue to support the SIRG as the primary body, accountable through Foreign Ministers, for the monitoring of implementation of Summit mandates.     
With the objective of strengthening hemispheric inclusion in the Summit of the Americas process, we agree to the formation of a regionally representative Executive Council of the SIRG, with a permanent Steering Committee composed of past, current and future Summit hosts.  

The Executive  Council shall serve:

-
to assess, strengthen and support follow-up of Summit initiatives, with the OAS serving as the technical secretariat and institutional memory of the Summit process;

-
to maximize coherence between the Summit of the Americas process and mandates and subregional Summit processes;

-
to deepen partnerships and coordination between the Summit of the Americas process and its partner institutions (OAS, PAHO, IICA, IDB, ECLAC, and the World Bank), including examination of the suitability of new relationships with subregional MDBs; and

-
to advance greater engagement and partnerships with subregional foundations, and with civil society groups, including business and the voluntary sector, in the support of Summit mandates.  

The Steering Committee shall assist the Summit Chair in preparing for future Summits, including preparations for SIRG meetings.  

OAS - Executive Secretariat for the Summit Process




1. Technical Secretariat for the SIRG:

Organize meetings of the SIRG and its Executive Council 

2. Provide support to the SIRG and its Executive Committee:

Organize meetings; prepare reports; prepare and update the Chart on Summit Implementation and Montoring (IMM); update the National Charts on Summit Implementation and Montoring; maintain and manage the Summits of the Americas Information Network website, including the members only portion; administer the SIRG Specific Fund; and act as a source of information on the implmentation of Summit  mandates. 

3. Provide support to the Steering Committee as requested 





We underscore the need for ongoing dialogue and coordination in the inter-American system to ensure the effective and efficient implementation of Summit mandates. We welcome the engagement of the institutional partners (OAS, PAHO, IICA, IDB, ECLAC and the World Bank) in all stages of the Summit of the Americas process and endorse: 

-
regular dialogue between the SIRG and the partner institutions to ensure coordination in the planning, financing and implementation of Summit mandates;

-
participation of the Heads of the partner institutions at future ministerial-level meetings of the SIRG; and

-
the strengthening of collaboration and greater exchanges of information and expertise among MDBs, inter-American organizations and national agencies, with a view to encouraging effective use of their resources, optimizing effectiveness of program delivery, avoiding unnecessary overlap and duplication in existing mandates, maximizing funding opportunities for beneficiaries and ensuring consistency in the implementation of the Summit initiatives aimed at advancing greater social equity.

OAS – Secretariat for the Summit Process 

PAHO

IDB

ECLAC

WB




Creation of the Joint Summit Working Group, made up of the OAS, the IDB, ECLAC, PAHO, IICA and with the participation of the World Bank.  In addition, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and the Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF) have each signed letters of understanding and joined the Joint Summit Working Group.

· The official documents from all of  the Summits of the Americas were published in a book in May 2002 and distributed at the 26th Meeting of the SIRG (Ministerial)

· The members of the Joint Summit Working Group participated in the Ministerial level meeting of the SIRG held on the occasion of the OAS General Assembly in Barabados in June 2002.

· The Joint Summit Working Group held a meeting during the OAS General Assembly in Barabados in June 2002, which included the participation of Jorge Castañeda, Foreign Minister of Mexico, in order to discuss the support of the institutions in the follow-up to the Monterrey Development Conference.

· Each institution of the Joint Summit Working Group has presented progress reports on Summit implementation at each of the SIRG meetings. 

· The Heads of the member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group held their annual meeting on October 1, 2002 during which they decided to: 1) focus their coordinated efforts on certain Summit themes; 2) work closely together to provide support to Summit mandated Ministerial meetings.

OAS-Secretariat for the Summit Process:
1. Administration of the web page for the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
2. Administration of the web page on the Transport Ministers Initiative
3. Quarterly Publication of the       Summits of the Americas Bulletin





USDE – IATF
USDE Regular Fund Account.
Given the increased coordination responsibility of the OAS Secretariat for Summit Follow-Up and the Joint Summit Working Group, a proposal is under consideration to establish working groups based on broad themes emanating from the Summit process.  As the IATF has been an active but informal group and as it involves many of the agencies involved in environmental development issues in the hemisphere, there may be a rationale for reconstituting this group as one of the working groups of the Joint Summit Working Group.  USDE then would continue to be responsible for any reporting necessary in the area of sustainable development in the annual report referred to above and the Secretariat would enjoy the benefits of a group that has been functioning for sometime using the Summits as a basis for its activities. 
The General Secretariat, through the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, convoked a series of meetings beginning in early 1997 with the aim of promoting a dialogue among the agencies involved in environmental activities in the hemisphere.  To date twenty-one meetings of the Interagency Task Force on Sustainable Development (IATF) have been held.  The IATF serves as a type of informal clearinghouse to facilitate the collection and assembly of information from agencies regarding actions taken to assist governments in the implementation of the Santa Cruz Plan of Action.  The main objective of the Task Force is to improve coordination among technical assistance organizations, international financing institutions and Western Hemisphere countries in implementation of the initiatives contained in the Plan of Action of the Summit on Sustainable Development. 

IATF Information on the Web: The OAS/USDE has developed a web page for the IATF: http://www.oas.org/usde/IATF/. Members are asked to inform the OAS/USDE if they wish to have links to their organizations' web sites added to this IATF page. 
The presidents in the 1996 Santa Cruz de la Sierra Declaration and Plan of Action urged the agencies of both the United Nations System and the inter-American system to cooperate with the OAS in this follow up effort. In order to comply with this mandate, the OAS chairs the Interagency Task Force on Bolivia Summit Follow-up (IATF) to function as an interagency facilitating and coordinating body to advocate and promote financing and technical assistance for projects within the framework of the Plan of Action which have been given priority by Western Hemisphere governments.


We recognize the essential role of the MDBs and funding agencies in mobilizing expertise and resources in support of the social and economic goals of the Plan of Action. We direct our Ministers, working with the SIRG, to explore with the partner institutions, the ongoing financial support of initiatives, and encourage:

-
our national representatives on the Boards of these institutions to promote the development of programs supportive of the Summit’s social and economic goals;
-
efforts of the IDB and the World Bank to provide expertise and mobilize resources for initiatives consistent with priority areas of programming;

-
active pursuit of improved communication and coordination between National Coordinators and Executive Directors of the IDB and the World Bank, including a meeting between the SIRG and Executive Directors to discuss implementation of Summit mandates;

-
the strengthening of relationships at the national level among government ministries and agencies responsible for the implementation of Summit mandates, the IDB and the World Bank, to ensure greater exchange in the planning and implementation of Summit mandates;
-
Western Hemisphere Finance Ministers to increase their engagement in and support of the overall Summit of the Americas agenda, both with respect to their position as Finance Ministers, and as applicable, as Governors of the MDBs;  we instruct our Finance Ministers to give consideration to the establishment of financial mechanisms  to support the Summit initiatives; and

-
Efforts of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to secure financing from both traditional and new sources, including new partnerships with the private sector, and its efforts to have the goals of the Summit inform the development of its Strategic Plan 2002-2005.

OAS-IACD

IDB

WB



Principally through the Agency's Operating Fund.
Financing: The work in this area is ongoing. In the case of the proposals to the Management Board, implementation will begin upon their approval.

Strategic Plan: The mandate has been fulfilled and the process continues to be implemented according the guidelines previously noted.
Financing: New development programs and financing mechanisms are being developed based on the application of best practices developed in different countries, which have opened new possibilities for private and public sector participation in the provision of technical and financial resources. A proposal has been presented to the Management Board of the IACD for the application of new procedures within the structure of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI, with the objective of enabling the Agency to mobilize more funds and maximize the use of existing funds.  A plan has also been presented for the mobilization of resources. In addition, regional meetings are being planned for programming and identification of priorities within the Strategic Plan. 

Strategic alliances have been developed with public and private, national and international institutions.

The Agency has signed agreements with private U.S. and Canadian banking institutions to make lines of credit available to the countries, up to US$465 million.

The Trust for the Americas, a foundation affiliated with the IACD, has obtained resources through alliances with the private sector and other non-profit organizations, particularly in the areas of connectivity and transparency.

The Strategic Plan approved by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in December 2001 emphasizes that the Plan is based on the principles of the Summits of the Americas. The Chapter on Priorities also clearly states that the mandates of the Summits should guide the development of the Strategic Plan; and further notes that priority will be given to the commitments assumed in the Summits of the Americas in the framework of the hemispheric dialogue promoted, facilitated and guided by CIDI on social and economic development topics.


Implementation and Financing
We recognize the central role of the OAS in supporting the Summit of the Americas process and the function that the OAS Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management (CEGCI) fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in this regard and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to the Summit of the Americas process.

OAS-Secretariat for the Summit Process 


The OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities held open meeting s with civil society organizations on March 22 and October 31, 2002.  The meetings were designed for the Committee to receive the views of civil society on a range of Summit mandates, including human rights, justice and corruption, political parties, disaster management, and health and the environment. 



We instruct Foreign Ministers at the next General Assembly of the OAS in San Jose, Costa Rica, to strengthen and reform, where appropriate, the institutional mechanisms and financial capacity of the General Secretariat of the Organization to support the Summit of the Americas process, as technical secretariat, and to provide support to ministerial and sectoral meetings relevant to the OAS. In addition, we instruct the creation of a specific fund to finance the activities to support the SIRG.

OAS 


· The Secretary General presented to the Permanent Council the document “Restructuring the OAS to Address the Challenges of the Summit Process in Response to Resolutions AG/RES. 1812, 1824, 1836 and 1839 (XXXI-0/01). A Joint Working Group Comprised of CEGCI and CAAP was created to examine the report and make recommendations to the General Assembly.  The OAS Permanent Council approved Resolution 816, which adopted the recommended measures that fell within its area of competence and the OAS General Assembly adopted Resolution 1848 to approve those measures of the reform proposal requiring its approval.  The latter included instructions to the Permanent Council to allocate resources in the program-budget of the the OAS to permit the Secretariat for the Summit Process to carry out its responsibilities.  

· The SIRG Specific Fund was established in June 2001 and is administered by the Secretariat for the Summit Process. 



We further support consideration by the OAS, other inter-American organizations and national governments, of ways in which civil society can contribute to the monitoring and implementation of Summit mandates, for recommendation to the SIRG as well as further development of mechanisms and information systems to ensure the dissemination of information on the Summit of the Americas process and the commitments assumed by governments.

OAS - Secretariat for the Summit Process


The OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process is working with Corporación Participa, CRIES, UNIANDES, FOCAL, Fundación ESQUEL, and FLACSO-Chile to design a strategy for the participation of civil society in the implementation of mandates from the Quebec City Plan of Action, focusing on the theme of strengthening democracy.  This proposal will eventually be presented to the SIRG for its consideration. 


*ECLAC is mentioned as a “contributing” institution, and is not directly responsible for this theme.
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