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IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING CHART –  MEXICO
1. Making Democracy Work Better
Electoral Processes and Procedures

Mandate: Share best practices and technologies with respect to increasing citizen participation in electoral processes, including voter education, the modernization and simplification of voter registration and the voting and counting process, while taking into account the need to safeguard the integrity of the electoral process and promoting the full participation and integration of all persons eligible to exercise the right to vote, without discrimination;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Since election campaign financing is an issue of great interest to a wide range of stakeholders and students of electoral processes, an International Seminar on Money and Election Campaign Financing, held on June 5-8, 2001, was organized by various institutions concerned with elections processes, including national bodies entrusted with the organization and monitoring of elections (Elections Canada, the Ministry of the Interior of Spain, the Electoral Tribunal of the Judicial Branch of the Federation, and the Federal Elections Institute), international institutions specialized in this area (the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance – IDEA – and the International Foundation for Electoral Systems – IFES) and the United Nations. Representatives of national election authorities, political parties, civil and academic organizations took part in this event. The main purpose was to exchange experiences on the financing and oversight of political party resources from the perspectives of various participants in the electoral process.
	One of the commitments of the Federal Elections Institute (IFE) is to promote the exchange of electoral experiences in order to strengthen democratic processes.  It is for this reason that Mexican federal election authorities are affiliated with the Inter-American Union of Electoral Agencies (UNIORE), a mechanism in which most national election authorities in the Americas and Puerto Rico are engaged.

It should be noted that the regional activity of this Mexican election authority has not been limited to actions adopted within UNIORE: efforts have been made wherever possible to act on the initiatives proposed to it.

In 2001, IFE officials took part in 14 election-related events in Latin America and the Caribbean: 

· Technical assistance for election authorities in Peru in connection with the general elections verified on 8 April (10 February to 4 June).

· Technical assistance for the Supreme Electoral Council of Nicaragua on electoral logistics in preparing for the general elections of 4 November (13-16 March).

· The Seminar on "Good Governance and Development", organized by the Inter-American Development Bank in connection with the Annual Meeting of its Board of Governors (Santiago, Chile, 13-18 March).

· Observation of the general elections held in Peru on 8 April.

· First meeting of training units of Central American and Caribbean election agencies, convened by the Electoral Tribunal of Panama in connection with the Agreements of the VI UNIORE Conference (Ciudad Saber, Panama, 11-12 May).

· Observation of the second round of presidential elections in Peru on 3 June.

· Fifteenth Conference of the Association of Central American and Caribbean Election Agencies - Protocol of Tikal - (La Romana, Dominican Republic, 26-30 July).

· Ninth Conference of the Association of South American Election Agencies - Protocol of Quito (Quito, Ecuador, 29-31 August).

· Tenth Inter-American Course on Elections (Panama City, 15-19 October).

· International Seminar on "Democracy and Political Parties: Legislation and Prospects for Change" (Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 25-27 October).

· Technical assistance for the National Office of Electoral Processes of Peru in the area of civic education (25 October - 20 November).

· Technical assistance for the Supreme Electoral Tribunal of El Salvador (18-29 November).

· Observation of the general elections in Honduras on 25 November.

· Technical assistance for election authorities and the Ministry of the Interior of Colombia (first stage, 10-14 December).

It should also be mentioned, finally, that on 7 June Elections Canada and the IFE signed a technical cooperation agreement engaging both election authorities.  The purpose of the agreement was to provide follow-up for the bilateral work under way since 1996, resulting in the smooth exchange of knowledge and experience not limited to areas of mutual benefit: efforts have been made to provide support to other election agencies in the hemisphere.
	The IFE is currently conducting an ambitious three-year civic education program as the result of a detailed critical review of the Institute's performance, based on evaluations, assessments, and internal and external expert opinions.

This plan provides for various projects, some in the area of formal education, and others intended for marginalized urban poor rural groups who because of their condition can be politically vulnerable (extreme poverty, with or without inadequate schooling, indigenous groups, persons with disabilities, etc.).

A continuous voter roll updating campaign is also being conducted, with an intensive campaign from 1 October to 15 January of each year.  At the same time, voter registration security has been enhanced with the use of photo ID cards to confirm voter eligibility; processing time for the issuance of these cards has also been reduced.
	The substantive activities of the Federal Election Institute are financed with the Institute's own resources.  In cases where other institutions participate, financing is shared in most cases by the organizers.  On the other hand, when invitations are received, costs are generally covered by the host.
	The Federal Election Institute is committed to promoting the exchange of experiences among the various participants in electoral processes.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: All of the activities referred to are in progress.  The Three-year Civic Education Plan will culminate in the federal elections of 2003.  The voter roll campaign will be suspended from 16 January to 7 July 2003, since that is an election year.  In addition, the participation of electoral observers and foreign visitors is planned for the legislative elections in 2003.
	
	


Mandate: Continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, using information and communications technologies where possible, to effectively guarantee the impartiality, promptness and independent action of agencies, tribunals or other bodies responsible for the conduct, supervision and verification of elections at national and sub-national levels, and strengthen and facilitate, with the support of the Organization of American States (OAS) and other regional and international organizations, hemispheric cooperation and exchange of legislative and technological experiences in these areas, and the deployment of election observers when so requested;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	As part of the New Distributive System of Public Finance, proposed by the Government of Mexico and approved by the Congress in late 2001, budgetary reforms were introduced for the purpose, inter alia, of making the public expenditure exercise more transparent and efficient.  Rules are proposed to require the Federal Government to introduce changes in the quantity, quality, timeliness, classification, and level of detail of the information generated, particularly with respect to the budget.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Convene under the auspices of the OAS, and with the collaboration of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), meetings of experts to examine in more depth issues such as: political party registration, access of political parties to funding and to the media, campaign financing, oversight and dissemination of election results and relations of political parties with other sectors of society;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	On 26 March 2001, the National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) entered into a cooperation agreement with the Ombudsman of the Argentine Nation.  Work is currently underway to prepare cooperation agreements with the Ombudsmen of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and Panama.  These agreements will permit the exchange of information between national institutions and their joint participation in various projects.

It should be noted that this national institution signed a cooperation agreement with a delegate of the Federation of Russia for Human Rights on 27 September 2001.  Although the institution concerned is not from hemisphere, this agreement attests to the interest of the CNDH in establishing ties with its counterparts in other countries.
	In the area of cooperation, each of the institutions undertakes to finance its own activities.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 

There is no timetable for the National Commission on Human Rights to enter into cooperation agreements.
	
	


Transparency and good governance

Mandate: Promote cooperation among national agencies in the Hemisphere charged with the development and maintenance of procedures and practices for the preparation, presentation, auditing and oversight of public accounts, with technical assistance where appropriate from multilateral organizations and multilateral development banks (MDBs), and support exchanges of information on oversight activities related to the collection, allocation and expenditure of public funds;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· As part of the effort to strengthen transparency and the disclosure of information, Mexico is participating in work being conducted by the International Monetary Fund to establish Special Data Disclosure Standards (SDDS) and a Data Template for International Reserves and Foreign Currency.

· Since 1995, Mexico has had an Investor Relations Office (ORI), which was established for the purpose of disseminating accurate and reliable economic data and promoting continuous dialogue between analysts and investors and Mexican financial authorities.  This office maintains a list of contacts enabling interested persons to receive timely information and invitations to regularly organized telephone conferences.  The work of the ORI has been recognized by the IMF and the International Institute of Finance (IIF) as a successful prototype for a sovereign investor relations program.

· In coordination with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, Mexico has carried out an Evaluation of Financial Sector Stability (EESF), which detects macroeconomic and macroprudential risks and vulnerabilities in the financial system.  The ESSF was presented to the IMF Board of Executive Directors as part of the documentation for consultations on Article IV of the Agreement establishing that institution.  In that article the member countries undertake to provide the IMF with the information necessary to supervise the effective operation of the international monetary system.  It should be noted that although the decision to publish the evaluations, or summaries thereof, is optional, Mexican authorities decided to publicly disclose the results, as part of its commitment to increase the transparency of economic information and contribute to the stability of global economic systems.

On 30 November 2001, the Federal Executive Branch presented a proposed Transparency and Access to Information Act for the purpose, inter alia, of improving the transparency of public administration through the dissemination of information generated by all federal agencies; guaranteeing the protection of personal data in the state's possession; and promoting accountability to the public.  Approval of this bill is now under consideration by the Congress of the Union.  There are currently various provisions to encourage transparency and public accountability, such as the agreement on information concerning productivity, savings, transparency, and budget deregulation in the Federal Public Administration for fiscal year 2001, the current federal budget decree, etc.  This Department has also been utilizing such information technologies as the Electronic Government Procurement System (COMPRANET) and the Electronic Government Processes System (TRAMITANET).


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 

The proposed Federal Transparency and Access to Information Act is currently under consideration by the Congress of the Union.  The timetable for its implementation will therefore depend on legislative branch approval.  As mentioned, however, various provisions are already in place to promote transparency and public accountability.


	
	


Mandate: Encourage cooperation and exchange of experiences and best parliamentary practices between national legislators of the Hemisphere, while respecting the separation and balance of powers, through bilateral, subregional and hemispheric vehicles such as the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA);

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Work jointly to facilitate cooperation among national institutions with the responsibility to guarantee the protection, promotion and respect of human rights, and access to and freedom of information, with the aim of developing best practices to improve the administration of information held by governments on individuals and facilitating citizen access to that information;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Create and implement programs with the technical and financial support, where appropriate, of multilateral organizations and MDBs, to facilitate public participation and transparency, using information and communications technologies where applicable, in decision-making processes and in the delivery of government services, and to publish information within time-limits established by national legislation at all levels of government;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Media and Communications

Mandate: Ensure the media is free from arbitrary interventions by the state, and specifically, work to remove legal or regulatory impediments to media access by registered political parties including by facilitating, where possible, equitable access during election campaigns to television and radio;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage cooperation among public and private broadcasters, including cable operators, and independent broadcast regulatory bodies and governmental organizations, in order to facilitate the exchange of best industry practices and technologies at the hemispheric level, to guarantee free, open and independent media;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage media self-regulation efforts, including norms of ethical conduct, to address the concerns of civil society with regard to, inter alia, reducing the dissemination of extreme violence and negative stereotypes of women and ethnic, social and other groups, contributing in this way to the promotion of changes in attitudes and cultural patterns through the projection of pluralistic, balanced and non-discriminatory images;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Fight Against Corruption

Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, in accordance with their respective legal frameworks, and promote effective implementation of the Convention by means of, inter alia, the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight Against Corruption and associated technical cooperation programs and activities, including those of relevant multilateral organizations and MDBs, in the area of good governance and in the fight against corruption, as well as programs which each country designs and implements in accordance with national laws, by its own appropriate bodies that may require assistance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	International anticorruption fora:

Representatives of the Mexican government participated in various hemispheric fora concerning the fight against corruption.
	International anticorruption fora:

Representatives of the Mexican government participated in various hemispheric fora concerning the fight against corruption.
	The Inter-American Convention Against Corruption was signed by Mexico on 29 March 1996, approved by the Senate of the Republic on 30 October 1996, ratified by the President of the Republic on 27 May 1997, and deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States on 2 June 1997.

Mexico has encouraged effective application of the Convention.  Steps taken in this regard include a reform of the Political Constitution of the United Mexican States, by decree published in the Official Journal of the Federation on 30 July 1999.  This reform established the Superior Oversight Agency of the Federation as an arm of the Chamber of Deputies to conduct ex-post audits of revenues, expenditures, and the use and allocation of funds and resources of the Union by all federal agencies, in accordance with Article III (9) of the Convention.

In pursuance of article VIII of the Convention, a decree published in the Official Journal of the Federation on 17 May 1999 amended the Federal Penal Code by introducing a new article 222 bis on transnational bribery.  Measures taken by the Federal Government to fight against corruption also include the creation of an Interdepartmental Commission for Transparency and the Fight against Corruption (DOF 4 December 2000), for the purpose of coordinating policies and activities to prevent and combat corruption and promote transparency among the various offices and agencies of the Federal Public Administration in the performance of their functions.

In connection with the National Development Plan 2001-2006, a National Program to Combat Corruption and Promote Transparency and Administrative Development 2001-2006 was developed to establish objectives, strategies, and lines of action, as well as authorities with responsibility for carrying out the lines of action programmed and accomplishing the objectives established.

Before the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption entered into force, Mexico had provisions in place, based on its Political Constitution, consistent with that Convention, such as the Federal Law on the Responsibilities of Public Servants, which, consistent with article III (1-6) of the Convention, provides for standards of conduct in discharging public functions, including provisions prohibiting conflicts of interest and ensuring the proper use of resources, powers, information, and documentation accessible by public servants (articles 47 and 88), assigning responsibility to the appropriate authorities for applying the law, procedures and penalties for noncompliance (articles 3, 56, 64, and 65), and systems for the declaration of income, assets, and liabilities by public officials (articles 47 (XVIII), 81, 82, and 83). The acts of corruption cited in articles VI, IX, and XI of the Convention were already criminalized by articles 214, 217, 220, 221, 223, and 224 of the Federal Penal Code.

Agreement with Argentina:

Understanding and cooperation between the Department of the Comptroller and Administrative Development (SECODAM) of the United Mexican States and the Anti-Corruption Office of the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights of the Argentine Republic.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the establishment as soon as possible, taking into consideration the recommendation of the OAS, of a follow-up mechanism for the implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption by States Parties to this instrument;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico attended the First Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 2-4 May 2001.  In a manner consistent with the Buenos Aires Document, support was given to the establishment of a Follow-up Mechanism for implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.  Mexico participated in the First Meeting of the Expert Committee for that Mechanism, held in Washington D.C. on 14-18 January of this year.  The Committee approved its regulations and rules of procedure at that meeting and a selection was made of provisions from the Convention to be evaluated (articles III, (1, 2, 4, 9, and 11) concerning standards of conduct for public officials and mechanisms for enforcing them, income declaration systems for those officials, oversight agencies, and mechanisms to encourage the participation of civil society); XIV (assistance and cooperation between States Parties for the investigation and prosecution of acts of corruption), and XVIII (authorities responsible for formulating and receiving requests for assistance).


	
	
	To help finance the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, the Government of Mexico contributed US$25,000 in December of 2001, in accordance with point No. 9 of the Buenos Aires Document.


	Obstacles:

At the recently held First Meeting of the Expert Committee of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, the Committee's regulations and rules of procedure were approved.  The obstacles and problems encountered in implementation will be reported when the mechanism begins its follow-up functions in 2002.

Recommendations and best practices:

At the recently held First Meeting of the Expert Committee of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, the Committee's regulations and rules of procedure were approved.  The positive results achieved and best practices developed, and the factors contributing to successful implementation will be reported when the mechanism begins its follow-up functions in 2002.

	Timeline: 

Before the evaluation mechanism can be deployed, the Committee of Experts must approve the questionnaire to be used as the basis for evaluation and determine the countries that will evaluate and be evaluated, questions to be addressed at the next meeting of the Committee of Experts, probably to be held in April or May of this year.


	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support strengthening the Inter-American Network of Institutions and Experts in the Fight Against Corruption in the context of the OAS, as well as initiatives aimed at strengthening cooperation among ethics officials and members of civil society;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen, in cooperation with multilateral organizations and MDBs, where appropriate, the participation of civil society in the fight against corruption, by means of initiatives that promote the organization, training and linkage of citizens groups in the context of concrete projects which promote transparency and accountability in governance;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	An institutional relations program was developed with six groups representative of society: business organizations and entrepreneurs, unions, nongovernmental organizations, universities and academic institutions, professional associations, and churches.

The Comprehensive Program for the Fight against Corruption was unveiled for 22 civil society organizations and contact was established with 113 more.

The brochure "Steps to Achieving Transparency in Business", was published, and 15,000 copies have been distributed.  This brochure is available on the Web pages of 14 institutions.

Media roundtables were organized; articles were published; and various fora were attended throughout the state and country.

On 15-19 April 2002 the Conference "Mexico against Corruption" was held.  At that Conference, we worked with the OAS, the World Bank, nongovernmental organizations, federal institutions, various international agencies during a week devoted to anticorruption efforts, including two days of conferences, workshops, contests, and the presentation of a documentary.

The National Agreement for Transparency and the Fight against Corruption was signed with 83 organizations for the purpose of improving anticorruption administrative practices; increasing the transparency of information on public administration; undergoing evaluations; improving complaint resolution systems; offering various options for the processing of formalities; promoting deregulation and legal adjustments; establishing mechanisms to heighten awareness about ethical principles; promoting their incorporation in study programs; and developing mechanisms to increase the participation of society in the day-to-day tasks of government.  The first integrity pact was put in place.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue to promote policies, processes and mechanisms that protect the public interest, the use of disclosure of assets mechanisms for public officials in order to avoid possible conflicts of interest and incompatibilities, as well as other measures that increase transparency;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	In May 1999, Mexico ratified the Convention Against the Bribery of Foreign Public Servants in International Commercial Transactions, adopted in Paris, on 17 December 1997.  Aside from preserving and strengthening trade relations with other countries, this Convention helps to protect public agencies indirectly, through a joint commitment among various nations to punish and prevent the bribery of their public servants by foreign economic interests.  The States Parties to this Convention undertake, inter alia, to conduct a series of evaluations divided, in principle, into two phases.  The first phase consists of an evaluation of the legal system in each country and its compatibility with the provisions of the Convention.  In the second phase, compliance with the recommendations made in connection with the initial evaluation is reviewed.  Mexico is now participating successfully in the first phase, in which the excellent spirit of cooperation shown by Mexican authorities has been recognized.

Mexico's Federal Responsible Public Servants Act establishes standards of conduct for the proper performance of public functions, including provisions to prevent conflicts of interest and ensure the proper use of resources, powers, information, and documentation available to public servants, as well as procedures and penalties for noncompliance with the obligations, and systems for the declaration of income, assets, and liabilities by public officials.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Empowering local governments

Mandate: Promote mechanisms to facilitate citizen participation in politics, especially in local or municipal government;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Participation, at the international level, in the Habitat Agenda of the United Nations, which includes emphasis on citizen participation in public affairs.


	· Organization of 11 Regional fora on Social Participation, in coordination with the Chamber of Deputies Committee on Citizen Participation.

· Organization of 29 state fora and 3 national fora for Citizen Consultation from the Perspective of Authentic Federalism, as part of the National Development Plan 2001-2006.

· Organization of meetings with authorities in 32 Federative Agencies, to reach agreements for the decentralization of functions with a view to strengthening the levels of government and engaging citizens in the decision-making process.  In addition, 38 meetings were held with four agencies of the Federal Public Administration.

· Organization of a series of regional fora on the issue of social participation.  The planning phase began for a National System for the Evaluation of Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level, to assess the degree of citizen participation at the local level.  This included courses, fora, cooperation agreements, and meetings with academic experts in professionalization, attended by local public servants, where reference was made to the central importance of citizen participation.

· Participation at the national level in the United Nations Habitat Agenda, which includes emphasis on citizen participation in public affairs.  In addition, 85 urban development advisory councils were set up in strategically selected cities and 24 in Federative Agencies.


	Under analysis.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Under analysis.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the development, autonomy and institutional strengthening of local government in order to promote favorable conditions for the sustainable economic and social development of their communities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	· Development and application of the System of Basic Indicators for Municipal Development in 15 pilot municipalities.

· Organization of the Permanent National Forum on Professionalization and Career Public Service, designed to promote the professionalization of local public officials.  Sixteen states of the Republic, representatives from the three municipal associations, and various Federal Government agencies participated.

· Promotion of the establishment of State Committees on Professionalization and Career Public Service.

· Signature of an agreement with the Franco-Mexican Municipal Cooperation Program, which involves technical assistance from the World Federation of United Cities and the National Center for Regional Public Administration of France, in the area of professionalization and career public service.


	Under analysis.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen the institutional capacity of local governments to allow full and equal citizen participation in public policies without any discrimination, facilitate access to those services fundamental to improving citizens’ quality of life, and strengthen decentralization and the integral development of these services in part through commensurate and timely funding and initiatives that permit local governments to generate and administer their own resources;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The federalization and devolution of government to municipalities achieved to date has assigned the regulation  of welfare to a National System for Integral Family Development (SNDIF), with responsibility shared by the State Governments.  This is how regulatory conditions for operation will be established and the efforts to design services and training will be guided.  These actions will be carried out in conjunction with work to develop the capacity of state and municipal integral family development systems.


	· The groundwork was laid for the SEGOB/CEDEMUN-CONACYT (National Science and Technology Council) Trust for the design of a National Federalism and Decentralization Research System.

· Establishment of a bureau with 32 Federative Agencies ("Federalism Bureau") and several Departments of State to analyze projects suitable for decentralization.  Four meetings have been held.

· Proposals from 160 municipalities for fiscal reform were compiled and submitted to the Congress of the Union.

· Legal studies were conducted for the project to reform article 124 of the Constitution concerning the powers and functions of the federation and the states.

The National System for Integral Family Development (SNDIF) began its process of institutional reform in 1994, and in 1998 completed the process of decentralizing the entire agency, which concluded with the establishment of the Federal District Integral Family Development System.  In the area of food assistance, this reform made it possible to decentralize the breakfast and grocery programs, enabling the state systems (SEDIF) to provide services directly to the target population, including schoolchildren, nursing mothers, pregnant women, adolescent mothers, the elderly, persons with disabilities, the indigenous population, and day farm workers.


	Financing for the SEDIF breakfast and grocery programs is provided by the Federal Government.


	Extemporaneous channeling of financial resources to the states for the food assistance programs of the National System for Integral Family Development.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote sharing of information, best practices and administrative expertise among local government personnel, associations of local governments, community associations and the public, in part by facilitating access to information and communications technologies by municipalities and by encouraging cooperation and coordination among national, subregional and regional organizations of mayors and local government;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The National Center for Municipal Development (CEDEMUN) of the Department of Government Affairs (SEGOB) participated in the Subregional High-level Course on "Elements for the Formulation and Implementation of Decentralization Policies", with a lecture on "Decentralization, Democracy, and Reform of the State".  The course was organized by the Central American Institute for Political Studies, the Presidential Commission for Modernization and Decentralization of the State, the Central American Parliament, and the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, in coordination with the Inter-American High-level Network for Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD).  The course took place in Antigua, Guatemala, in December 2001.

The objectives of the course were to promote a regional vision of the conceptual elements and practical instruments for analyzing decentralization processes in Latin America and Central America, as well as to promote the development of policy management skills and techniques for use in public administration and the development of decentralization processes for decision-making and citizen participation.


	· Co-organization, in cooperation with the National Bank for Public Works and Services (BANOBRAS) and the Government of the State of Veracruz-Llave, of the 2001 National Municipal Forum, which was attended by 937 mayors from throughout the country.

· Organization of the International Federalism Forum: global and local challenges, in coordination with the Canadian nongovernmental organization Forum of Federations, the Government of the State of Veracruz, and the Center for Economic Research and Training (CIDE).

· Signature of a Letter of Intent between Mexico and Canada to lay the groundwork for bilateral cooperation in the area of federalism.

· Cooperation with associations of municipalities and monitoring of their integration processes at the National Conference of Mexican Municipalities.

· Design and continuous updating of the National System of Municipal Information, which constitutes the country's most complete database on this subject.

· Designation of E-Local (Internet in all municipalities) as a pilot project for the structuring of E-Mexico by the Department of Communications and Transportation.


	Under analysis.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Under analysis.
	Timeline:  Under analysis.
	
	


Mandate:  Support convening a meeting in Bolivia of ministers or authorities at the highest level responsible for policies on decentralization, local government and citizen participation in municipal government, and consider closely the recommendations of the Sixth Inter-American Conference of Mayors and other relevant processes;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The National Center for Municipal Development (CEDEMUN) of the Department of Government Affairs (SEGOB) participated in the meeting that established the Inter-American High-level Network for Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD), in La Paz, Bolivia (July 2001).  Mexico was elected Vice President of RIAD and will host the next meeting of this mechanism.

Accordingly, the National Center for Municipal Development is preparing a program of work for the organization of this meeting, which on the basis of agreements reached at the meeting in Bolivia, should take place before July 2003.
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: Under analysis.
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the OAS Program of Cooperation and Decentralization in Local Government, including, with the support of the IDB, the development of programs and the effective inclusion of citizens in decision-making processes;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


2. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for International Standards

Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, all universal and hemispheric human rights instruments, take concrete measures at the national level to promote and strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, including women, children, the elderly, indigenous peoples, migrants, returning citizens, persons with disabilities, and those belonging to other vulnerable or discriminated groups, and note that the use of the term “peoples” in this document cannot be construed as having any implications as to the rights that attach to the term under international law and that the rights associated with the term “indigenous peoples” have a context-specific meaning that is appropriately determined in the multilateral negotiations of the texts of declarations that specifically deal with such rights;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Mexico signed the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará" on 4 June 1995.  Mexico ratified this instrument on 12 November 1998.

In addition, the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic participates actively in the Interdepartmental Committee on Mexico's International Commitments in the Area of Human Rights.  This Committee is responsible for studying appropriate processes and mechanisms for the possible harmonization of national laws with international human rights instruments.


	
	With respect to the human rights of indigenous peoples, the Interdepartmental Committee on Mexico's International Commitments in the Area of Human Rights reached a consensus with civil society on a document stating the position of the Mexican state with respect to the Draft Universal Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to be considered at a forthcoming session of the U.N. Human Rights Commission.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Reaffirm their determination to combat and eliminate impunity at all levels within their societies by strengthening judicial systems and national human rights institutions;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	To consolidate the legal framework of the National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) a decree to reform, add, and remove various provisions of the National Human Rights Commission Act was published in the Official Journal of the Federation, in order to incorporate into the Act the principals established in article 102 (B) of the Constitution as reformed in 1999.  The changes relate to the process for electing the Chairman of the CNDH, which prior to the reform was simply proposed by the Executive and now must be approved by the Chamber of Senators, which guarantees the institution’s autonomy.  The aforementioned decree entered into force on 27 November 2001.

The National Commission also participates actively within the framework of the cooperation agreement with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights with respect to component 3, concerning the strengthening of this national institution.


	The National Commission on Human Rights will receive support from the United Nations for the agreement with the High Commissioner.


	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Combat, in accordance with international law, genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes wherever they might occur, and in particular, call upon all states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Interdepartmental Committee on Mexico's International Commitments in the Area of Human Rights submitted a proposal to reform article 21 of the Constitution for the purpose of ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.  The Office of the President of the Republic has submitted this proposal to the Congress.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recognize the importance of the Regional Preparatory Conference of the Americas against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Forms of Intolerance held in Santiago, Chile, in December 2000, and undertake to participate actively in the World Conference to be held in South Africa in 2001, promoting its objectives and stressing that political platforms based on racism, xenophobia or doctrines of racial superiority must be condemned as incompatible with democracy and transparent and accountable governance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support efforts in the OAS to consider the need to develop an inter-American convention against racism and related forms of discrimination and intolerance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Strengthening Human Rights Systems

Mandate: Continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), focusing on: the universalization of the inter-American human rights system, increasing adherence to its founding instruments, complying with the decisions of the Inter-American Court and following up on the recommendations of the Commission, facilitating the access of persons to this protection mechanism and substantially increasing resources to maintain ongoing operations, including the encouragement of voluntary contributions, examining the possibility that the Court and the IACHR will function permanently, and entrust the XXXI General Assembly of the OAS, which will take place in San Jose, Costa Rica, in June of this year, to initiate actions to meet the above-mentioned goals;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen the capacity of governmental institutions mandated with the promotion and protection of human rights, such as national human rights institutions, thereby recognizing the important function they perform, and contribute to the successful establishment of a network of all such institutions of the Hemisphere, using information and communications technologies to promote and give effect to sustainable cooperation and better coordination;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The instrument to establish the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Americas was signed on 21 November 2000 in Mexico City by the institutions of Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, and Peru.

A working group was set up at that meeting to prepare the Statutes for the Network, which will be approved at the first meeting of the Network's Assembly, to be held on 7-8 March 2002 in Kingston, Jamaica.

The objective of this Network is to strengthen cooperation among national institutions in the Americas, bringing together for the first time all human rights institutions in the Caribbean, providing their legal systems are in accordance with the Principles of Paris.

There are currently 15 national institutions in the Americas, and all of them are expected to attend the first meeting of the Network's Assembly.

The National Commission on Human Rights participates in the institutional strengthening program for human rights protection offices in Latin America, which is designed to provide training courses on the use of communication and information processing techniques.


	
	For the network, substantial support is received from the Canadian Commission on Human Rights, but each national institution covers its own expenses.

The institutional strengthening program for the offices of human rights protection in Latin America is sponsored by the European Union and the University of Alcalá de Henares, through its CICODE program (Center for Development Cooperation Initiatives).


	Obstacles:

The budget for the Network is limited, since the region's national institutions are not allocated sufficient resources to carry out this type of activity.

Recommendations and Best Practices:

Creativity has been used to overcome economic limitations in promoting the Network.  The commitment to the cause of human rights has outweighed the scarcity of resources provided to national institutions.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Create and strengthen national human rights action plans, in accordance with the mandate of the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, and foster independent national human rights institutions by seeking, where appropriate, technical and financial support from multilateral organizations, MDBs and specialized multilateral agencies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Seek to promote and give effect to the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms [also referred to as the United Nations (UN) Declaration on Human Rights Defenders];

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Advance negotiations within the OAS on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with a view toward its earliest possible conclusion and adoption;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Migration

Mandate: Strengthen cooperation among states to address, with a comprehensive, objective and long-term focus, the manifestations, origins and effects of migration in the region;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD): on 28 June 2001, The Undersecretary for Population, Migration, and Religious Affairs of the Department of Government Affairs, Dr. Javier Moctezuma Barragán was elected Chairman of the OECD Working Group on Migration Affairs (GTM).

Chairmanship of the GTM represents an opportunity for Mexico to address issues pertaining to international migration from a multilateral perspective, to draw on the experience of other countries and identify possible solutions to national migration problems.

Chairmanship of the GTM will also enable Mexico to change the traditional bilateral approach to the issue and express the interest of the Mexican government in stronger cooperation on migration issues with numerous countries, in addition to the United States.  Mexico now participates actively in the development of two seminars to analyze the productive potential of remittances.

United Nations: the Department of Government Affairs, through the National Migration Institute, follows up on the commitments made in the area of migration within the framework of the United Nations, participating in events related to the migration issue, and the negotiation of agreements and other legal instruments pertaining to migration.  Activities are coordinated and timely follow-up is ensured in pursuance of Mexico's obligations in the area of migration, together with the international community, in the fight against terrorism.  U.N. Security Council resolution 1373 and the OAS Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism.

In Coordination with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Mexican Commission for Refugee Assistance (ACNUR) migration documentation needs for refugees in general are being reviewed, particularly for those settled in urban areas.

Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation Mechanism (APEC):  The Department of Government Affairs/National Migration Institute participates in meetings of the APEC Informal Expert Group on the Movement of Business Persons, and ensures follow-up for the various commitments and agreements undertaken by the Government of Mexico in the area of migration within the framework of this mechanism.  Related activities include the regular updating of the APEC Travel Manual for Business Persons and Individual Action Plans (IAPs).  Instruments have also been created to facilitate the entry of nationals from the 21 APEC member countries who will participate in the activities to be conducted in our country as headquarters for this mechanism in 2002.

Working Groups on Migration and Consular Affairs with the Central American Countries (Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama): Follow-up is provided in connection with cases activated by the consultation mechanisms for consular protection between Mexico and these countries.


	The Government of Mexico, in pursuance of the rule of law, is seeking to safeguard individual guarantees, honesty, transparency, accountability, and respect for the freedom of religion, works continuously to ensure the observance of constitutional rights extended to foreign persons.  To this end, the Department of Government Affairs/National Migration Institute is responsible for putting the following migration policies in place:

Binational Mexico-Guatemala Commission: The Program of Legal-Migratory Security Documentation for Guatemalan Workers was created for the purpose of administering the Migration Form for Visiting Farmworkers (FMVA) which authorizes the entry and establishes the activities to be conducted by Guatemalan farmworkers classified as nonimmigrant visitors (article 42 (III) of the General Population Act).

The forms are issued at all points of entry in the state of Chiapas.   No fees are required and persons holding this form can remain in that state for up to one year with the right to multiple entries and departures during their stay.  It also authorizes freedom of transit only within the state of Chiapas.

The issuance of a visiting farmworker migration identification form, with electronic controls for use with optical readers to be installed at points of entry, has been proposed.

These actions show the determination of our country to treat Guatemalan workers with dignity and respect for labor laws and human rights, which will provide a stronger basis for requiring equal treatment of Mexican workers abroad.

The Bilateral Mexico-Cuba Commission: on 27-28 September 2001, in Havana, Cuba, the Third Meeting of the Mexico-Cuba Working Group on Migration and Consular Affairs  was held to address various migration and consular issues between the two countries.

Agreement was reached on mechanisms to streamline documentation for tourists, migrants in transit, and business persons.

Mexico-El Salvador relations: activities are conducted to comply with agreements reached within the Working Group on Migration and Consular Affairs of the Mexico-El Salvador Binational Commission, through the exchange of information and experiences on migration matters.  The Signature of a Mexico-El Salvador memorandum of understanding on migration and consular affairs is currently under study.

Mexico-Nicaragua relations: follow-up is provided in connection with cases activated by the consultation mechanisms for consular protection between Mexico and Nicaragua.  This year it is planned to hold the Third Meeting of the Binational Mexico-Nicaragua Commission, to analyze various aspects of bilateral and multilateral migration of mutual interest and to strengthen regional dialogue and communication with respect to migration.

Mexico-Canada Temporary Farmworkers Program: follow-up is provided in connection with the various commitments and agreements between Mexico and Canada with respect to migration within the framework of this Program.  In February, the National Migration Institute attended this program’s Annual Intergovernmental Evaluation Meeting in Ottawa.


	Financing for some of these activities comes from the budget allocated to the National Migration Institute of the Department of Government Affairs.

The OECD projects, programs, and studies are supported with member country contributions.


	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote recognition of the value of close cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination in order to ensure protection of the human rights of migrants;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	To promote cooperation in protecting the human rights of migrants, the National Commission on Human Rights participates in meetings of the Central American Council of Human Rights Prosecutors, whose agenda includes the issue of migrants.  This Central American Council is composed of the human rights institutions of Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama.


	Rural Population Program: The Department of Government Affairs coordinates with the Intersectoral Commission for the Rural Population Program, in which 14 Departments of State and other federal executive branch agencies participate.

The objective of this program is to ensure that the services provided by the Public Administration to Mexican nationals entering, transiting, or leaving national territory are free of discrimination or violations of migrant rights.  This has been a permanent program since 20 March 2001.

Migrant Regularization Program: given the number of foreign persons living in Mexico without up-to-date migrant documentation, the National Migration Institute is implementing this program to help foreign persons remain legally in the country, allowing them to reside here to conduct authorized activities.

This program is offered on a temporary basis, throughout the entire national territory, for all foreigners without up-to-date migratory documentation, who have the opportunity to work or are capable of conducting a legal and honest activity of benefit to the country, or who provide evidence of family relations with Mexicans or with foreign persons legally established in Mexico.

Objectives:

· Provide legal security, through the issuance of migrant documentation permitting foreign persons to remain legally in the country.

· Provide a basis for helping regularized foreign persons to continue fulfilling their obligations as migrants, while remaining in the country.

· To promote a culture of respect for migrant obligations.

· To prevent possible abuses by employers or public servants in connection with irregular migratory situations.

At the conclusion of the Migrant Regularization Program, which this Institute administered from March to October 2001, 6,432 requests were received from foreign persons to regularize their stay in the country.  Of these, 4,680 were able to benefit by obtaining migrant documentation authorizing their legal stay in Mexico and providing them with the legal security necessary to integrate into international life.

The National Migration Institute has also promoted a culture of respect for migrant rights, as well as for persons, enterprises, and institutions requiring their services, preventing possible abuses by public servants in connection with the irregular migrant status of citizens from other countries.

On 27 August 2001, the National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) opened its first border office at Tapachula, Chiapas, to attend to complaints and probable violations of guaranties committed against migrants entering our territory in search of better living conditions.

At its office in Tapachula, CNDH monitors compliance with constitutional mandates concerning the human rights of migrants and the protection of their basic guaranties.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 

Some of the programs cited above are permanent.  For example, the migrant protection activities conducted by the Beta Groups and the Rural Population Program.

The office created by the National Commission on Human Rights in Tapachula, Chiapas, is permanent, as is the Central American Council, so there is no timetable for the development of their activities.


	
	


Mandate: Establish an inter-American program within the OAS for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, taking into account the activities of the IACHR and supporting the work of the IACHR Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and the UN Special Rapporteur on Migration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Commit to undertake the widest possible cooperation and exchange of information among states concerning illegal trafficking networks, including developing preventative campaigns on the dangers and risks faced by migrants, particularly women and children who often can be victims of such trafficking, with a view to eradicating this crime;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Consolidation of the Beta Groups: the objective is to protect the human rights of migrants as well as the integrity of their persons and assets, irrespective of sex, nationality, or legal migrant status.  These groups perform their functions in three areas:

· Rescue and protection.  Assistance is provided to migrants in situations of risk, in coordination with corporations and agencies on both sides of the border.

· Protection for human rights.  Preventive operations to protect the physical integrity of migrants and their assets and to combat crime detected in flagrante, in cooperation with the appropriate authorities.

· Guidance and assistance.  Guidance for migrants with respect to their rights as well as the natural risks they face in attempting to cross the border in dangerous areas; legal and social assistance is provided to migrants; service is provided in response to complaints, which are referred to the appropriate authorities.

Southern Plan:  interinstitutional coordination for the purpose of dismantling organized criminal groups trafficking in undocumented persons, drugs, firearms, stolen automobiles, prostitution, and related crimes, as well as controlling migratory flows from Central and South America using the isthmus of Tehuantepec as geographic point of reference.

The Southern Plan is designed to avoid the duplication of effort with the participation of various institutions and agencies under the coordination of the Department of Government Affairs, in pursuit of the following objectives:

· Effective law enforcement against traffickers in human beings.

· Strengthening of migration inspection and control and border control stations and areas used for transit.

· Comprehensive systematization of information.

· Comprehensive personnel training.

· Communications infrastructure and equipment.

Mexico-USA Working Group on Migration and Consular Affairs: Provides follow-up for commitments undertaken in the area of migration within the framework of this Working Group, in pursuit of the following objectives:

· Conclude agreements on migration between Mexico and the United States in response to the interest of our government, conducting coordinated activities in the areas of training and information exchange.

· Exchange information on migration policies and legislation.

· Strengthen the fight against illegal trafficking in migrants, with a view to its eradication.

· Strengthen coordination between governments and international agencies in the processes of returning migrants in irregular situations.

Since the events of September 11, 2001, high-level discussions on migrant issues between the governments of Mexico and the United States have been expanded to include, as an issue of special relevance, the exchange of information on visas, border crossings, and migration controls.  Last February, the first in a series of meetings between officials of the State Department’s Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), the Departments of Foreign Relations and Government Affairs was held to exchange information on the issuance of visas and to establish mechanisms for more effective cooperation in this field, including matters pertaining to data processing and databases.


	Financing for some of the activities will come from the budget allocated to the National Migration Institute of the Department of Government Affairs.


	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish linkages with subregional processes, such as the Regional Conference on Migration and the South American Conference on Migration, which are dialogue fora, in order to exchange information on the migration phenomenon, as well as promote cooperation with specialized international organizations, such as the International Organization of Migration (IOM), in order to advance and coordinate implementation efforts of Summit mandates;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	International Organization of Migration (IOM): The Senate of the Republic unanimously approved the documents establishing the OIM, which will enable Mexico to submit a formal request for accession during the Council’s Eighty-third Meeting (November 2002).

Support from the OIM will enable Mexico, as country of origin, transit, and destination for migrants, to exert greater influence in the global debate and decision-making on this issue.

Our country will have a specialized multilateral forum for presenting and defending Mexican ideas, proposals, perspectives, and expectations on an issue of crucial importance for our nation and special relevance on the contemporary international agenda.  The Government of Mexico will seek to help implement and consolidate the Regional Conference on Migration, through our efforts within the OIM for the promotion of continuous cooperation in the work and objectives of the Puebla Process.


	Regional Conference on Migration: This is an initiative of the Government of Mexico which took form in 1996 and consists of the adoption of a multilateral approach to migration, recognizing the interaction of numerous factors in the countries of origin and destination of migrants, assigning primary importance to the full respect of human rights for all migrants and their families.

Within the framework of the Regional Conference on Migration the National Migration Institute will participate in the following projects:

· Seminar on remittances.

· Cooperation in the study on minor migrants in the region.

· Organization of courses for the detection of false documents.


	
	Projects, programs, and studies within the framework of the Regional Conference on Migration will be supported with member country contributions.


	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Human Rights of Women

Mandate: Continue to implement the recommendations contained in the 1998 Report of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Women in the Americas and ensure the evaluation of and, where appropriate, the establishment of national mechanisms for follow-up;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Integrate fully the human rights of women into the work of hemispheric institutions, including the Inter-American Court on Human Rights and the IACHR, and increase the nomination of women as candidates for positions in these bodies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request the OAS, through its specialized organs and particularly the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM), to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective in the work of all its bodies, agencies and entities through the development of training programs and the dissemination of information on the human rights of women, as well as support governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of sex disaggregated data;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop, review and implement laws, procedures, codes and regulations to guarantee compatibility with international legal obligations and to prohibit and eliminate all forms of discrimination based on gender, and continue work begun at the Santiago Summit that set the goal of legal equality between men and women by the year 2002;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) oversees the work conducted by the National Institute of Women (INMUJERES) as a national normative body on issues of gender and the advancement of women during the period 2001-2006.  The general objective is to "Strengthen the role of women through their participation, under equal conditions with men, in all spheres of society, and eliminate all forms of discrimination against them in the interests of human development with quality and equity", based on each and every one of the principles guiding public administration of the National Development Plan 2001-2006 and consistent with international norms for the protection of women that are binding on Mexico.

The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Promote the development of an efficient national legal framework consistent with international commitments with respect to the human rights of women and girls in order to promote and guarantee the full application of these fundamental norms for the benefit of women and children.

With support from the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), INMUJERES is in the process of installing the Interactive Monitoring System for the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (SICEDAW).  This is a specialized system for monitoring the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for Latin America and the Caribbean, and will help to preserve the wealth of material contained in the reports that the States Parties submit to the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women in terms of policies, programs, and actions taken, as well as progress made toward the objective of de jure and de facto equality between, and respect for the human rights of, men and women.

As of January 2002, 73 reports corresponding to the 23 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and 14 reports presented by nongovernmental organizations (shadow reports), i.e. a total of 83 reports, have been submitted for entry into SICEDAW, which is in the final phase of entering this information.  The reports presented by Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, and Mexico have been entered into the system thus far.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop additional policies and practices to combat violence against women, including domestic violence, in accordance with the definition established in the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (The Convention of Belém do Pará);

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and the Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include: Prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.

The actions being promoted by INMUJERES include the evaluation of legislation and a training workshop for judges and magistrates, which has been given in 27 of the 32 states of the Republic, to promote public policies and actions to incorporate a gender perspective, focused in particular on knowledge and application of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (The Convention of Belém do Pará) to ensure follow-up for the international commitments undertaken by Mexico.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and its Optional Protocol;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Mexico signed the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on 17 July 1980, and ratified it on 23 March 1981.

Mexico signed the Optional Protocol to that Convention on 10 December 1999, which the Senate approved on 14 December 2001.  The instrument of ratification was deposited on 15 March 2002.

These steps constitute an indicator of the government's commitment to achieving more democratic, fair, and equitable relations between the sexes.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Human Rights of Children and Adolescents

Mandate: Consider, signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the two Optional Protocols to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; seek to integrate fully their obligations pursuant to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and other international human rights instruments into national legislation, policy and practice;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Development of programs specific to the particular characteristics and needs of each population group, such as:  early age, adolescence, street children, migrants, children living on the border, and victims of commercial sexual exploitation of children.

· Forum "Mexico Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children", held in the Senate of the Republic for the purpose of promoting the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.

· Interinstitutional Program for migrant children and children living on the border: network of shelters, local committees, and uniform information system, in coordination with the Department of Foreign Relations, the National Migration Institute, the Youth Integration Centers, and the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples.

· The Eleventh Poster Competition on the Rights of Boys and Girls was held with 875 entries from the following countries: Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, and Mexico.  830 of these entries were from Mexico.  Following the competition, a collective itinerant exhibition was held in the Mexican Republic.


	Activities will be promoted within the 32 State Systems for Integral Family Development to create spaces for promotion, information dissemination, and heightening of awareness about the rights of girls, boys, and adolescents.

The Marathon on the Rights of Girls and Boys and the Great National Crusade for Children organized various events and activities in which girls, boys, and adolescents took an important part, entailing large-scale mobilization and participation of society with support from institutions in the three branches of government, social organizations, and society in general.

Within these same State Systems, a review was conducted of the legal framework and the internal legislative adjustments to align the laws, rules and regulations of the agency with the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.


	Funding for the programs conducted by the National System for Integral Family Development is provided by the Federal Government.


	Obstacles:

Lack of interest among some states in adopting the measures promoted by the National System for Integral Family Development.

Recommendations and best practices:

The actions proposed were adopted by 66 percent of the State Systems for Integral Family Development; these actions were designed to be adapted and/or included in their projects according to the resources and situation of each participating entity.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: The programs conducted by the National System for Integral Family Development (SNDIF) are promoted on a continuous basis in the 31 State Systems.
	Timeline: The programs conducted by the National System for Integral Family Development (SNDIF) are promoted on a continuous basis in the 31 State Systems.
	
	


Mandate: Integrate fully the human rights of children and adolescents into the work of hemispheric institutions, including the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the IACHR and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI);

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Freedom of Opinion and Expression

Mandate: Continue to support the work of the inter-American human rights system in the area of freedom of expression through the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, as well as proceed with the dissemination of comparative jurisprudence, and seek to ensure that national legislation on freedom of expression is consistent with international legal obligations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Mexico participated in the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on 10-13 March 2002.

The Attorney General of the Republic is analyzing the possibility of signing a Cooperation Agreement with the Center for Judicial Studies of the Americas.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Ensure that national legislation relating to freedom of expression is applied equitably to all, respecting freedom of expression and access to information of all citizens, and that journalists and opinion leaders are free to investigate and publish without fear of reprisals, harassment or retaliatory actions, including the misuse of anti-defamation laws;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


3. Justice, Rule of Law and Security of the Individual

Access to Justice

Mandate: Support public and private initiatives and programs to educate people about their rights relating to access to justice, and promote measures that ensure prompt, equal and universal access to justice;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote cooperation to exchange experiences in alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to expedite the administration of justice, including among indigenous peoples, for which they may request the support as appropriate of the OAS, the IDB and other entities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Independence of the Judiciary

Mandate: Encourage measures to strengthen the independence of the judiciary, including transparent judicial selection, secure tenure on the bench, appropriate standards of conduct and systems of accountability;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice

Mandate: Continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, whose Fourth Meeting will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as subsequent meetings, and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Attorney General of the Republic participated in a technical meeting for the implementation of an information network, which was held on 10 March in Trinidad and Tobago in connection with the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas.

The Attorney General of the Republic responded to a survey on the OAS Network for the Exchange of Information for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, prepared by the Special Group for the development of an electronic network for the exchange of information in this area.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop a funding plan for the Justice Studies Center for the Americas that takes into account the interests and resources of both governments and other likely donors, and that will enable the Center to contribute not only to the modernization and formulation of public policy in this area, but also to the institutional development of judicial systems in the region;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop an exchange of best practices and recommendations, through the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and other appropriate mechanisms, seeking the technical and financial support of other multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, that are consistent with international human rights standards, to reduce the number of pre-trial detainees, institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance to facilitate direct communications among them on a regular basis and to identify common problems in handling specific cases and issues that merit collective attention and resolution;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Attorney General of the Republic participated in a technical meeting for the implementation of an information network, which was held on 10 March in Trinidad and Tobago in connection with the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas.

The Attorney General of the Republic responded to a survey on the OAS Network for the Exchange of Information for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, prepared by the Special Group for the development of an electronic network for the exchange of information in this area.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Combating the Drug Problem

Mandate: Note with satisfaction the creation and implementation of the MEM, and reiterate their commitment to make this instrument, unique in the world, a central pillar of assistance toward effective hemispheric cooperation in the struggle against all the component elements of the global drug problem;

Mandate: Implement the proposals and recommendations found in the national and hemispheric reports, approved by CICAD, in accordance with the specific situation of each country;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue strengthening and reviewing the MEM to monitor national and hemispheric efforts against drugs, and recommend concrete actions to encourage inter-American cooperation and national strategies to combat this scourge;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recommend intensifying joint IDB-CICAD efforts in order to obtain financial resources from the international donor community, through consultative groups supporting anti-drug efforts, for alternative development, as well as demand reduction programs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recommend establishing units with financial intelligence functions in countries that have not yet done so, with the support of CICAD and international agencies specialized in this area, and for which, in this context, it is recommended that CICAD and IDB training efforts be expanded;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recommend developing, within the framework of CICAD, a long-term strategy that includes a three-year program to establish a basic and homogeneous mechanism to estimate the social, human and economic costs of the drug problem in the Americas, and to support countries through the necessary technical assistance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation and information exchange on policies and actions concerning drug prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and supply control, and develop educational campaigns to promote public awareness of the risk of drug consumption;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Attorney General of the Republic appointed a National Coordinator for Displaced Persons, who in May 2001 presented a study on our country.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support measures to impede organized crime, money-laundering, the diversion of chemical precursors, the financing of armed groups, and other illicit activities resulting from drug and arms trafficking;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation in order to consider in an integral manner the displacement phenomenon of different factors related to the drug problem, including the displacement of persons and illicit crops;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Transnational Organized Crime

Mandate: Encourage all countries in the Hemisphere to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, its Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, as well as the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, once that protocol is open for signature;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Implement collective strategies, including those that emerge from the Meetings of Ministers of Justice of the Americas, to enhance the institutional ability of states to exchange information and evidence by concluding international agreements on mutual legal assistance where necessary, develop and circulate national reports, and strengthen cooperation, seeking the technical and financial support of multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, in order to jointly combat emerging forms of transnational criminal activity, including trafficking in persons and the laundering of the proceeds and assets of crime and cyber-crime;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Review national laws and policies to improve cooperation in areas such as mutual legal assistance, extradition and deportation to countries of origin, acknowledging the serious concerns of countries that deport certain foreign nationals for committing crimes in those countries and the serious concerns of the receiving countries about the negative effect of these deportations on the incidence of criminality in the countries of origin, and express the desire to work together, as appropriate, to address the negative effects on our societies.

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote, where necessary, and in accordance with national legislation, the adoption of investigation techniques, contained in the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, which are very important tools in the fight against organized crime;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Prevention of Violence

Mandate: Encourage national institutions to work together and coordinate with all appropriate multilateral organizations and MDBs in order to implement integrated programs that include initiatives for conflict resolution, where appropriate, for sustained prevention, permanent attention, public education and treatment relevant to cases of violence against persons, families and communities, strengthening national institutional capacities in these areas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Research Program to Determine the Causes of Domestic Violence, conducted nationwide in all Public Prosecutor's Offices for the Defense of Minors and the Family,  will provide a diagnostic assessment of the situation to be used as a basis for programs to prevent and deal with domestic violence, which will serve as operational models for national application.  The results will be used to effect the cultural changes necessary and strengthen education programs for the population so that strategies to prevent Domestic Violence will produce their greatest impact on children.  

The National System for Integral Family Development (SNDIF) compiles statistical information produced in each of the Public Prosecutor's Offices for the Defense of Minors and the Family located in each entity of the federation, to provide a picture of child mistreatment since 1995.  In the case of the mistreatment of women, efforts have been underway since 2001 to compile figures on actual cases of mistreatment.  Both of these efforts fall under the rubric of domestic violence and provide the basis for identifying trends or variations in the indicators used.

Maintaining these records on domestic violence in a database and information system will permit rigorous monitoring of the level and nature of violence, in quantitative and qualitative terms, so that prevention and treatment programs can be adjusted accordingly.

The active participation of 31 entities of the federation and Federal District, with the involvement of the Public Prosecutor's Offices for the Defense of Minors and the Family in the planning and execution of research and the definition of new prevention and family treatment models, will provide a valuable contribution to solving this social problem.

Another important aspect to be addressed in working with the institutions will be the prevention of criminal violence, so that treatment can be provided for cases arising in this area based on the findings of the research on domestic violence, and the appropriate cultural and social measures can be taken at the national level.   New legal and regulatory approaches should also undoubtedly receive the attention and support of the institution vis-à-vis the appropriate legislative bodies.


	International agency funding is expected, but if it does not materialize, the research will have to be programmed over a longer period in order to be included in the federal budget.


	Recommendations and best practices:

The logic applied in presenting the project has shaped implementation.  In other words, the absence of diagnostic elements based on the causes of domestic violence has revealed methodological shortcomings which make it advisable to integrate the work programs currently being conducted to help victims of violence, to ensure that they are not counterproductive.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The field research for the purposes of the diagnostic assessment will be conducted in respect of 2002.


	
	


Mandate: Consider developing cooperation with the media and entertainment industry with a view to avoiding the promotion and dissemination of a culture of violence, thus contributing to a culture of peace;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	It is highly probable that the findings of the Research Program to Determine the Causes of Domestic Violence, to be implemented nationwide in all Public Prosecutor's Offices for the Defense of Minors and the Family, will make it possible to make informed adjustments or modifications in training programs that deal with violence in a manner contrary to the new domestic violence prevention and treatment models.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage greater use of community-based policing, to develop increased dialogue and interaction of law enforcement authorities with civil society and local communities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote cooperation to modernize criminal law, using information and communications technologies as appropriate, with a focus on human rights training and prevention of acts of violence, particularly violence perpetrated by law enforcement officials, in order to reduce violence against civilians and foster values necessary in our societies to retain social harmony;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Standardizing the various regulations, manuals, and other provisions governing the operation of the federal centers, preserving the dignity of the inmates, their families, and visits.  Incorporating productive work systems to promote self-sufficiency among the inmates.  Revising readaptation criteria to reincorporate productive persons into society, with consistent support for the rule of law and social values.  Promoting the professionalization of penitentiary personnel, in the technical areas as well as security and custody.  Modernizing security system facilities to preserve and respect the human rights of inmates.  Conducting employment training courses for inmates based on technical-employment assessments.  Providing general and specialized medical service to the prison population and conducting preventive health programs.


	These activities and programs are funded from the budget of the Department of Public Security and allocated to the Office of Prevention and Social Readaptation in its capacity as a Decentralized Administrative Agency of that Department.


	Obstacles:

An organizational and functional restructuring of the Decentralized Agency has been underway since 2001.  Publication in the Official Journal of the regulations governing the organization and functioning of this agency of the Federation is expected in the near future.  Following publication, the regulations of the Federal Centers will be issued along with the procedural manuals and instructions for those regulations, based directly and necessarily on the Agency's regulations.  

Recommendations and best practices:

Results will be gradual until the current obstacles slowing implementation and long-term plans can be overcome.  Best practices will become evident more rapidly following publication of the Agency's regulations in the Official Journal of the Federation, an essential prerequisite for comprehensive restructuring.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The establishment of activities and programs for the Federal Social Readaptation Centers, and the models for the rehabilitation of minors, are benchmarked against the goals and commitments of the Decentralized Administrative Agency for Prevention and Social Readaptation for 2002.  It should be noted that these programs operate on a continuous and permanent basis.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the exchange of national experiences and best practices on the use of police profiling with a view to preventing biased detentions, which tend to affect mostly minorities and the poor;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Expand opportunities to share experiences, techniques and best practices among government and civil society agencies involved in combating psychological, sexual or physical violence in the domestic setting and on the job, recognizing that such violence is overwhelmingly directed against women and children;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	One of the initiatives of the National Institute of Women (INMUJERES), in order to institutionalize measures to address violence against women, was the establishment of an Institutional Bureau for the Coordination of Measures to Prevent and Treat Domestic Violence and Violence against Women, with a view to establishing the institutional basis for coordination and consultation on decisions to prevent, detect, treat, monitor, and evaluate domestic violence and violence against women.  The Bureau is composed of the Department of Government Affairs, Department of Public Security, Department of Public Education, Department of Health, Department of Labor and Social Welfare, Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, National System for Integral Family Development, the Senate of the Republic, the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation, the Federal Judicial Council, the National Commission on Human Rights, and a number of civil society organizations.  It is coordinated by INMUJERES.  At the current time, the President of INMUJERES is promoting the establishment of similar institutional bureaus in the various states of the Republic.

In November 2001, INMUJERES also published the document "Actions to eradicate domestic violence and violence against women.  Laws and conventions", within the framework of International Day for the Prevention of Violence against Women.

With respect to training and awareness-heightening about the prevention of domestic violence, INMUJERES conducted the following activities:

· Course-Workshop "Health-Care Services.  Criteria for Family Medical Care".

· In 2001 awareness workshops on the gender perspective and a workshop on the gender perspective and violence against male and female officials of the Federal District Government, invited participants to reflect on the causes and consequences of gender differences and the use of violence; and to provide legal elements for work in this general area.

INMUJERES is currently working on plans for a National Consortium on Women and Health, as an initiative supported by public health-care institutions and institutions specialized in women's affairs, as well as technical nongovernmental organizations.  This joint effort combines the public sector’s capacity for eliciting dialogue and its mandate for the formulation of policies, standards, and programs for public institutions, with the knowledge, experience, and national and international recognition enjoyed by private organizations.

The Consortium is designed to produce overall health policies that incorporate a gender perspective in the national health-care sector.  It will be inclusive, sectoral, and intersectoral, with national coverage.  The Consortium will have a special bureau on violence and will be composed, inter alia, of representatives from the Department Of Health, the Mexican Institute of Social Security, Institute for Security and Social Services for Government Workers, Department of Social Development, National Council on Population, National Institute on Statistics, Geography, and Information Technology, the National Commission on Human Rights, the Autonomous University of Mexico, and various international organizations and representatives of civil society.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede and punish violence, the segregation and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups, and seek to ensure that national legislation addresses acts of violence against them and that these laws are enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal assistance to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such assistance;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.

In the area of training and awareness heightening about the prevention of domestic violence, the National Institute of Women (INMUJERES) conducted the following activities:

· Course Workshop entitled "Health-care Services.  Criteria for Medical Treatment of Domestic Violence", designed for managerial level personnel in the health-care and education sectors.  Training was provided to 85 managers in the state health-care services, national representatives of the Department of National Defense, Department of the Navy, National System for Integral Family Development, Mexican Institute of Social Security, the Institute of Security and Social Services for State Workers, and Petróleos Mexicanos, for the purpose of analyzing and developing strategies for the training of health-care service providers in the field of domestic violence, in pursuance of NOM-190, as well as the Department Of Health through the General Directorate of Health-Care Service Regulation, the General Directorate of Health Education, and the Pan American Health Organization.

· 2 workshops on the gender perspective provided training to 56 officials of the Municipality of Ecatapec and women (housewives) to heighten the awareness of participants about the gender perspective and the causes and consequences of violence as part of daily life.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request multilateral and other organizations that participate in the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence to intensify their support and technical assistance to those countries that so request, in the elaboration of national strategies and actions regarding this topic;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote concrete measures to prevent hostile actions against minorities in the Hemisphere, as well as the violent activities of local, regional and international movements that support and foster racist ideologies and terrorist practices to reach their goals;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Increase regional cooperation with a view to preventing the criminal use of firearms and ammunition, and examine additional measures and laws at the national level if required;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Implement, as soon as possible, the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, and apply the CICAD Model Regulations, as appropriate;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


4. Hemispheric Security

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

Mandate: Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of all issues related to approaches to international security in the Hemisphere, as defined at the Santiago Summit;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue with priority activities on conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes, respond to shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and support measures to improve human security;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the efforts of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to address their special security concerns, recognizing that for the smallest and most vulnerable states in the Hemisphere, security is multi-dimensional in scope, involves state and non-state actors and includes political, economic, social and natural components, and that the SIDS have concluded that among the threats to their security are illicit drug trafficking, the illegal trade in arms, increasing levels of crime and corruption, environmental vulnerability exacerbated by susceptibility to natural disasters and the transportation of nuclear waste, economic vulnerability particularly in relation to trade, new health threats including the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) pandemic and increased levels of poverty;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Improve the transparency and accountability of defense and security institutions and promote greater understanding and cooperation among government agencies involved in security and defense issues, through such means as increased sharing of defense policy and doctrine papers, information and personnel exchanges, including, where feasible, cooperation and training for participation in UN peace-keeping activities and to respond better to  legitimate security and defense needs, by improving transparency of arms acquisitions in order to improve confidence and security in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue promoting greater degrees of confidence and security in the Hemisphere, inter alia through sustained support for measures, such as those set forth in the Santiago and San Salvador Declarations on Confidence and Security Building Measures (CSBMs), and for existing mechanisms, agreements and funds, and consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, giving full support to the UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all Its Aspects to be held in July 2001, bearing in mind the results of the Regional Preparatory Meeting of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Brasilia in November 2000, and the work of the OAS, which contributed a regional perspective to the discussions;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strongly support the Third Meeting of State Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, to be held in September 2001 in Managua, Nicaragua, and the Review Conference of the 1980 UN Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, to be held in December 2001 in Geneva; as well as the efforts of the OAS to pursue the goal of the conversion of the Western Hemisphere into an anti-personnel- landmine-free zone;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Call for an experts meeting, before the Special Conference on Security, as a follow-up to the regional conferences of Santiago and San Salvador on CSBMs, in order to evaluate implementation and consider next steps to further consolidate mutual confidence;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote financial support to the OAS Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes, established to provide financial resources to assist with defraying the inherent costs of proceedings previously agreed to by the parties concerned for the peaceful resolution of territorial disputes among OAS member states;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the work leading up to the Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas to take place in Chile, as well as meetings that will take place subsequently;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Fight Against Terrorism

Mandate: Support the work initiated by the Inter‑American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) established within the OAS as a result of the Commitment of Mar del Plata adopted in 1998, and encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat and eliminate all forms of terrorism, taking into account the approval of the Statute and Work Plan of CICTE;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, those international agreements related to the fight against terrorism, in accordance with their respective internal legislation;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Mexico recognizes that, by its nature, the phenomenon of terrorism is an assault on the stability of a country's institutions and the security of individuals, and must therefore be rejected in all its forms, national or international, since both forms can jeopardize peace and the integrity of the community of nations.  Accordingly, the following actions are being carried out:

· Mexico remains in compliance with the various resolutions of the United Nations Security Council for the prevention of terrorism, such as resolutions 1267, 1269, and 1333.

· Various agreements have been signed for the fight against terrorist acts in such areas as civil aviation security, extortion, crimes against internationally protected persons, etc.

· Financial institutions have been urged to take extreme precautions and to adopt necessary measures by all legal means at their disposal to prevent the national financial system from being used by any person or organization connected with terrorist activities.

· Special emphasis has been given to prompt cooperation in the exchange of information with countries that have signed instruments with Mexico for this purpose.

· An effective procedure for the immediate freeze of accounts in the financial system that may be connected with terrorists or terrorist groups has been agreed upon.

· The International Convention to Prevent the Financing of Terrorism has been signed by Mexico, and will soon be sent to the Senate of the Republic for ratification.

· Mexican legislation provides for the seizure and forfeiture of assets derived from any illegal activity.  These provisions also apply to assets related to or resulting from terrorism.

Measures are also being taken to strengthen the criminal, administrative, and financial justice systems and other systems as necessary to avoid the flow of capital connected with terrorist interests, and major efforts are being made to coordinate with the International Financial Action Group, the Group of 20, and the APEC Finance Ministers Process, in order to implement international policies against the financing of terrorist organizations.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


5. Civil Society

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes

Mandate: Seek to establish public and private funding instruments aimed at building the capacity of civil society organizations in order to highlight the work and contribution of these organizations and to promote accountability;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Experiences have been exchanged with government agencies, academic institutions, and civil society organizations in other countries of the hemisphere on issues connected with the Proposed Law to Promote the Activities of Civil Society Organizations and the development of coinvestment programs.


	The organizing committee is providing support to civil society organizations and the Office of the President of Honduras to establish an award in that country similar to Mexico's National Volunteer Service Award.


	In April 2002, as a result of dialogue promoted by the Presidential Office for Coordination with the Citizens Alliance, the Proposed Law to Promote the Activities of Civil Society Organizations was submitted to the Congress of the Union for consideration.  The legislation enjoys broad support from the groups of organizations that historically have promoted this type of initiative, as well as from federal agencies concerned with this area.

This Law will provide recognition and legal certainty to the organizations; eliminate discretion in the authorization of fiscal benefits and eligibility for tax-deductible donations; create a register to provide basic information for the allocation of public funds to projects conducted with civil society participation; and establish procedures to ensure transparency and accountability in the use of these funds, for those who donate as well as receive them.

With respect to the development of coinvestment programs, various federal agencies and offices have developed and are implementing models for coresponsibility between the government and civil society organizations in the execution of social assistance and development projects, which include the allocation of public funds based on independent recommendations.

The regulatory frameworks for the preparation of budgets for the federal offices and agencies include categories allowing allocation for specific activities involving citizen participation in public policy.

In addition, with support from the Presidential Office for Coordination with the Citizens Alliance, a group of civil society organizations established the National Volunteer Service Award, which will be awarded each year by the President of the Republic.


	The Proposed Law to Promote the Activities of Civil Society Organizations has not entailed extraordinary expenses.  No significant resources beyond those required for normal operation of the offices and agencies that have contributed to the development of this legislation have been allocated, although a number of public servants have devoted a considerable portion of their time and work to this effort during the year).  

Although there are estimates of the investment that will probably be required to establish a registration system based on the Law, the actual costs will not be known until the Law is approved.  This investment is justified by the benefits to be derived from the proposed Law, as well as the savings in registration costs, both for the civil society organizations and the government.

Funding for the development of coinvestment programs is mixed.  By definition, the projects require public and private funding, essentially donations.

Funding for the National Volunteer Service Award has been essentially private.


	Obstacles:

With respect to budgetary allocations, most government offices and agencies do not have the organizational capacity or knowledge to take proper advantage of citizen participation.  Nor is there any basis for estimating its impact.  For these reasons, the efforts to develop budgets in this area are still incipient.

Recommendations and best practices:

The factors that contributed most to the development of the processes required to achieve consensus and submit the Proposed Law to Promote the Activities of Civil Society Organizations for approval were as follows:

1) the establishment of work and discussion groups with representatives of civil society organizations and federal offices and agencies;

2) the establishment of spaces for dialogue between the federal public administration, civil society organizations, and legislative committees; 

3) mutual recognition of the contributions made by each party;

4) the coordination work performed by the presidential office;

5) the collaboration of experts.

With respect to the development of coinvestment programs, a key factor is that the advisory committees are independent, perform their work with high technical quality and honesty, and are recognized in their fields.

With respect to the definition of budget categories, it should be noted that the inclusion of relevant categories in the regulatory frameworks is a necessary step.  It may also help to mobilize efforts.

In the case of the National Volunteer Service Award, the key to success has been the joint work of networks of civil society organizations with different and complementary missions (such as philanthropic assistance and social development, or environmental protection and economic development), with government offices specifically dedicated to relations between government and civil society.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  It Is expected that the Law to Promote the Activities of Civil Society Organizations will be approved in 2002 and that development of the related procedures and structures will begin that same year.

Coinvestment projects have been under development in some Departments, and in particular the Department of Social Development, since 2001.  It cannot be anticipated now when the structure will be generalized.

It is probable that in 2004 or 2005, all of the federal offices and agencies operating programs with citizen participation can significantly contribute to to the development of public policies on the basis of annual plans effectively identifying budgetary needs for optimum participation. 

The National Volunteer Service Award was awarded for the first time in December 2001 by the President of Mexico, Vicente Fox.  Preparations for the 2002 award are currently underway.
	
	


Mandate: Develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS, other multilateral organizations and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system, as well as in the political, economic and social development of their communities and countries, fostering representativeness and facilitating the participation of all sectors of society; and increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive, absorb and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the use of information and communications technologies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In order to begin international exchanges to promote progress toward the objectives of the Special Program for the Promotion of Democratic Culture, approaches were made to the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the Organization Of American States and to the coordinator of a project sponsored by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for the promotion of democratic culture in Brazil, with the participation of the Department of Latin American Studies of the University Of Maryland, the Chief of the IDB Civil Society Unit, and Open Society Foundation.


	With respect to the Symposium to Analyze the Results of the National Survey on Political Culture and Citizenship Practices 2001 (ENCUP 2001) the good offices of the Department of Foreign Relations were requested to explore the possibility of obtaining support from the European Union through the participation of the three recognized European specialists.

Two meetings were held with the participation of the Chief of the General Directorate of Policy Development of the Department of Government Affairs and the United Nations Agency for International Development (USAID), to familiarize them with the Special Program for the Promotion of Democratic Culture.  Their support was obtained in the form of the participation by 3 recognized U.S. specialists in the Symposium to Analyze the Results of ENCUP 2001, to be held in August 2002.


	One of the priorities and commitments of the Federal Executive is to promote Democratic culture in the country, in accordance with the National Development Plan 2001-2006.

To this end, the Government of Mexico has worked on the design and implementation of a Special Program to Promote Democratic Culture, whose general objective is to foster attitudes, behaviors, beliefs, skills, judgments, values, concepts, inclinations, habits, and standards consistent with democratic political culture among politicians, citizens, and the population in general.

This Special Program is designed to help sustain democratic governance in the country and to consolidate progress in our democratic life.  Promoting democratic culture in society as a whole helps to buttress national institutions and give a more democratic character to the operation of government.

In this context, the Program operates from the premise that democratic governance requires better informed citizens with greater interest in public affairs and the development of skills enabling them to advance their legitimate interests and convey their points of view in the processes of defining, executing, monitoring, and evaluating public policy. Democratic culture facilitates political and social bridge-building and open debate on public issues.  It also helps to create conditions conducive to the application of basic rules to ensure democratic governance.

· Approach to collaboration

The Special Program approaches the participation of government authorities, institutions, agencies, and society in three ways:

1. Mandatory participation.  Eight offices and agencies of the Federal Public Administration participate: the Department of Government Affairs, Department of Public Education, Department of the Comptroller and Administrative Affairs, Department of Social Development, Department of Foreign Relations, National Institute of Women, National Institute for Adult Education, and Office for the Development of Indigenous Peoples.

2. Coordination.  Efforts are made to promote coordination with the Federal Elections Institute, National Commission on Human Rights, Governments of the Federative Entities and Municipalities, and Election Institutes of the Federative Entities.

3. Consultation and engagement.  Efforts are made to involve civil society organizations and international agencies and organizations.

· Progress in 2001

1. National Survey on Political Culture and Citizen Practices 2001 (ENCUP 2001) was conducted by the INEGI in November and the first week of December 2001, to provide a diagnostic assessment of political culture and Citizen practices prevailing among Mexicans at the current time.  4,200 individual interviews were conducted in 16 locations around the country representative of the country’s population above the age of 17.  The questionnaire, which included 121 questions, was designed to gather information with which to provide a diagnostic assessment of political culture and citizen practices prevailing in the population.  An analysis of the information collected will help to guide public policies to promote democratic culture and encourage citizen participation.

During the forum "Women and Politics", organized by the National Institute of Women on 20 March 2001, the Department of Government Affairs (SEGOB) gave a presentation on the contrasting gender information revealed by ENCUP 2001.  SEGOB presented some of the preliminary data from ENCUP 2001 in the course "Training Educators for Democracy" organized by the Federal Elections Institute (IFE), the Regional Cooperation Center for Adult Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (CREFAL), and the Latin American Institute for Cooperation in Education (ILCE).

2. Information campaign to promote democratic culture.  A media plan was developed for the production of five television spots and five radio spots which are being broadcast in official timeslots.  The campaign was designed to produce results in the following areas: strengthening pride of citizenship in the population; encouraging greater participation; assigning greater value to dialogue, negotiation, and agreement; eliciting greater interest in public affairs; and calling for greater coresponsibility.

3. Dissemination of information on democratic culture on the Internet.  An Internet site was designed to provide public access to specialized information on the issues of democratic culture, civic education, and citizen training.

4. Intergovernmental and interinstitutional ties.  To promote mutual assistance in the pursuit of common objectives, the Department of Government Affairs, the Federal Elections Institute, and the Department of Public Education have proposed the development of joint activities within the framework of the Special Program, to promote democratic culture.  These agencies have agreed to, and will soon sign, a cooperation agreement.  This document represents a commitment to disseminate democratic political culture among politicians, citizens, and the general population and to promote conditions conducive to greater citizen participation in public affairs and social and community issues.

This endeavor is intended to instill a new attitude, to be reflected in individual behavior, that will revitalize cooperative political life, give support to government institutions, help to sustain democratic governance, and ensure a more dynamic national political process as well as the development of social groups, communities, and the country in general.

5. Symposium to Analyze the Results of the National Survey on Political Culture and Citizen Practices (ENCUP) 2001.  The activities under the Special Program include the systematic diagnostic assessment of  special features of the country's political culture.  The results of the National Survey on Political Culture and Citizen Practices 2001 will be analyzed in the Symposium to Analyze the Results of ENCUP 2001.  To this end, meetings have been held to set up an interinstitutional committee with the participation of the Department of Public Education, Federal Elections Institute, Mexican Autonomous Institute of Technology, the Center for Economic Research and Training, and the Department of Government Affairs, to organize the Symposium to Analyze ENCUP 2001.

6. Development of a legal framework for civil society organizations.  A fundamental part of the democratic consolidation process in Mexico involves the participation of citizens and civil society organizations.  Efforts should be made to strengthen mechanisms for shared responsibility between public institutions, citizens, and their organizations.  Efforts are also needed to open and improve spaces for active participation by citizens and their organizations in public affairs and participation with the government in designing, monitoring, and evaluating public policy.

The Government of Mexico is promoting change to consolidate a democratic relationship with society.  In this context, the Federal Executive, through the Department of Government Affairs and the Presidential Office for Coordination with the Citizens Alliance, has developed draft legislation to promote the activities of civil society organizations.

The Presidential Office for Coordination with the Citizens Alliance has also promoted seminars with the participation of officials from the offices and agencies of the Federal Public Administration, and contributions from civil society organizations and academic institutions, in order to develop a National Program for Citizen Participation in Public Policy.  This program, which addresses forms of participation and the capacity of governments and citizens for public participation, will define indices for recording and promoting efforts to document, systematize, and evaluate citizen participation in public policy.

In a pilot plan on citizen participation associated with the project Municipalities for Transparency, being conducted by the Department of the Comptroller and Administrative Development, that Department and the Presidential Office for Coordination with Citizens Alliance are promoting the collaboration of civil society organizations and governments from 100 municipalities to conduct a diagnostic assessment and subsequently develop programs and actions for citizen participation in the tasks of monitoring, information gathering, design, execution, follow-up, and evaluation of public policies.


	The printing of 4,000 copies of the Special Program to Promote Democratic Culture in the complete version and 4,000 in the executive version, and the production of five radio spots and five television spots for the media campaign to promote democratic culture, and the National Survey on Political Culture and Citizen Practices 2001 were financed from the federal budget of expenditures for fiscal year 2001.

With respect to the National Plan for Citizen Participation in Public Policy, an interdepartmental seminar will be organized to exchange experiences in the preparation of budgets for citizen participation in public policy.  The seminar can serve as the basis for determining budgetary implications.


	Obstacles:

The main obstacle in implementing the National Plan for Citizen Participation in Public Policy has been the coexistence of models for government public relations inherited from the old system and those developed under the new approach, combined with the lack of a common language for the government and the various groups interested in promoting citizen participation.  New, more appropriate conceptual frameworks must be developed.

Best practices:

The Special Program for Promoting Democratic Culture was designed and developed with the participation of eight federal offices and agencies: the Department of Government Affairs, Department of Public Education, Department of the Comptroller and Administrative Development, Department of Social Development, Department of Foreign Relations, the National Institute of Women, National Institute for Adult Education, and the Office for the Development of Indigenous Peoples, for execution of the 19 strategic areas and 108 lines of action contemplated in the Special Program.

Another positive impact is the organization of the symposium to analyze the database of the National Survey on Political Culture and Citizen Practices 2001 (ENCUP 2001), for the purpose of analyzing and disseminating the results on political culture and citizen practices prevailing in the population throughout the country.  To that end, the Department of Government Affairs held meetings with the Department of Public Education, Federal Elections Institute, Mexican Autonomous Institute of Technology, and the Center for Economic Research and Training to invite them to form an interinstitutional committee to organize the Symposium to Analyze ENCUP 2001.  The participation of foreign and Mexican specialists is planned.

There has also been a positive response from the public to the presentations of the preliminary results of ENCUP 2001.  This was the case for: the forum "Women and Politics", organized by the National Institute of Women on 20 March, where a number of contrasts by gender were presented; the course "Training Educators for Democracy", organized by the Federal Elections Institute (IFE), the Center for Regional Cooperation for Adult Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (CREFAL), and the Latin American Institute for Educational Cooperation (ILSE), as well as the meeting of national political groups held on 5 April 2002.

As described in the case of the National Plan for Citizen Participation in Public Policy, emphasis has been placed on proposing procedures to generate information, knowledge, behavior, and structures that cement citizen participation.  This has made it possible to formulate a plan for gradual and sustained progress, as well as to foster crosscutting coordination between the federal offices and agencies from the start.

The project for the Comptroller of social programs at the municipal level has depended on special attention to the relationship between structures and modalities for representation and participation.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: The timeline for execution of the Special Program to Promote Democratic Culture corresponds to the term of the Vicente Fox administration, 2001 to 2006, with a long-term horizon of 2025.

In May 2002 the National Plan for Citizen Participation in Public Policy will be winding up, and in the second half of this year will be disseminated and implemented.  Among the information dissemination activities are the workshop to analyze procedures for monitoring, consultation, and active participation in the design, execution, follow-up, and evaluation of public policy.

With respect to the Comptroller for social programs at the municipal level, diagnostic instruments have been developed and definition of a working timetable with the municipal governments is nearing completion.


	
	


Mandate: Promote participation of all minority groups in forging a stronger civil society;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Office for the Promotion and Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities was created for the purpose of conducting promotion, planning, and support activities to ensure equal opportunity and access to public services for persons with disabilities and their full integration into Mexican society.  Work is currently underway on five programs proposed by the National Advisory Council for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities (CODIS), which together constitute the National Program for Awareness in Respect of Disabilities: the Access Program, the Program for Prevention and Rehabilitation of Disabilities, the Quality Care for Persons with Disabilities Program, the Educational Integration Program, and the Employment Integration Program.

The National Advisory Council for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities (CODIS) is composed of the chiefs of the Office for the Promotion and Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities and the Departments of Social Development, Communications and Transportation, Public Education, Health, Labor, and Social Welfare.  With support from civil society organizations, it has developed the National Program for Awareness in Respect of Disabilities, which is conducted by the aforementioned Office and consists of five programs.

Progress was made in implementing the Indigenous Cultures Program of the Department of Social Development, and in particular with respect to the Funds for Indigenous Culture and Dissemination of the Cultural Heritage of the Indigenous Peoples.  The program provided support to 833 cultural projects carried out in 24 federative entities, 334 municipalities, and 742 communities for 97,304 direct beneficiaries.  In order to promote a culture of tolerance towards cultural differences as well as knowledge, respect, and development in respect of indigenous cultures within the pluralistic cultural context of the nation, 24 information dissemination projects were carried out in an equal number of federative entities, which reported 29 events and 12,918 beneficiaries.  Messages to promote integral communication with the indigenous peoples were disseminated electronically and in print.  Support was also provided for artisans by means of the National Fund for the Promotion of Artisanry (FONART), the strengthening of national values through popular aesthetics and their manifestations, through five craft competitions in Michoacán, Sinaloa, and the Federal District.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop educational programs, in conjunction with relevant civil society organizations, academic experts and others, as appropriate, to provide democracy and human rights education and to promote the introduction of books and educational materials that reflect the ethnic, cultural and religious diversity of the Americas as part of primary and secondary school curricula;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Progress was made in promoting democratic values and humanistic advanced education programs through curriculum guidelines with respect to values, environmental education, and human rights.  Analysis of and reflection on the individual-society-species process was included in study programs in the context of ethical values underlying democracy.

The Department of Government Affairs, the Department of Public Education, and the Federal Elections Institute signed the Agreement for Cooperation in Promoting Civic Education, Democratic Culture, and Social Participation, which establishes commitments and mechanisms for consultation and collaboration for use in wide-ranging programs on acidic education and citizen awareness, drawing on the experience of the three agencies.  The agreement is based on pilot tests conducted in 2001.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The Agreement for Cooperation in Promoting Civic Education, Democratic Culture, and Social Participation was signed in April 2001.


	
	


6. Trade, Investment and Financial Stability

Trade and Investment

Mandate:  Ensure that the FTAA negotiations conclude by January 2005 at the latest to permit entry into force as soon as possible, and no later than December 2005, in accordance with the principles and objectives established in the Ministerial Declaration of San Jose; in particular, the conclusion of a balanced and comprehensive agreement consistent with WTO rules and disciplines, representing a single commitment incorporating mutually agreed rights and obligations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Chaired by Ecuador, the Trade Negotiations Committee followed up on the mandates issued by the Trade Ministers at their meeting in Buenos Aires (April 2001) and the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas in Québec.  Specific problems and important aspects of the negotiations were also considered, and the negotiation groups and committees were given instructions on their future work.

Since the Québec Summit, more than 50 meetings of FTAA entities have been held in Panama City, Panama.


	
	Mexico participated in the Ninth Meeting of the Trade Negotiations Committee (Managua, Nicaragua, 26-28 September 2001) and in all of the meetings of the FTAA negotiation groups, consultative group, and committees.


	The FTAA process is supported by the IDB, ECLAC, and the OAS (Tripartite Committee), as well as the host country for the FTAA negotiations.


	

	Timeline:  The Québec Summit mandate is being fulfilled in accordance with the agreed timetable.

The negotiations are proceeding as programmed, for conclusion in January 2005.  The FTAA Agreement will enter into force by December of that year.


	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Ensure the transparency of the negotiating process, including through publication of the preliminary draft FTAA Agreement in the four official languages as soon as possible and the dissemination of additional information on the progress of negotiations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The FTAA Agreement was placed on the official FTAA web sites (www.ftaa-alca.org) on 3 July 2001.  Civil society throughout the hemisphere has been invited to submit written contributions on the FTAA, and these have been sent to the appropriate agencies.


	
	Information on the Summits of the Americas process and the FTAA (summary, draft agreement, and ministerial declarations) has been placed on the web site of the the Under Department of Trade Negotiations of the Department of Economic Affairs (www.economia-snci.gob.mx), under the heading "international trade fora".


	
	

	Timeline:  Mandate fulfilled.
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Mandate fulfilled.
	
	


Mandate: Foster through their respective national dialogue mechanisms and through appropriate FTAA mechanisms, a process of increasing and sustained communication with civil society to ensure that it has a clear perception of the development of the FTAA negotiating process; invite civil society to continue to contribute to the FTAA process; and, to this end, develop a list of options that could include dissemination programs in smaller economies, which could be supported by the Tripartite Committee or other sources;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	After the ministerial meeting in Buenos Aires, the Committee of Government Representatives on civil society participation prepared an "illustrative list of options for increasing and maintaining communications with civil society"; prepared a "public invitation to civil society from countries participating in the FTAA", which is available on the official FTAA web page (www.ftaa-alca.org); and performed work to improve that page.


	The Committee of Government Representatives on civil society participation is organizing regional seminars for consultation on the FTAA negotiations.  Seminars are planned for North America (Mexico organizing), Mercosur and Chile (Chile), Central America, the Andean Community, and the Caribbean (Dominican Republic).


	The Department of Economic Affairs will organize a regional seminar in July 2002 for consultation on the FTAA negotiations, with the participation of civil society from Canada, the United States, and Mexico.  The seminar is part of the commitments undertaken in the FTAA Committee of Government Representatives on civil society participation.

"The public invitation to civil society from countries participating in the FTAA" was placed on a the web page of the Under Department of International Trade Negotiations (www.economia-snci.gob.mx)


	Funds may be required for the organization of regional seminars.  The sources could be the IDB, ECLAC, and the OAS.


	

	Timeline:  The mandate has been partially fulfilled (in terms of some of the activities) or is in the process of being fulfilled.


	Timeline:  The mandate has been partially fulfilled (in terms of some of the activities) or is in the process of being fulfilled.


	Timeline:  The mandate has been partially fulfilled (in terms of some of the activities) or is in the process of being fulfilled.


	
	


Mandate: Ensure full participation of all our countries in the FTAA, taking into consideration the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies of the Hemisphere, in order to create opportunities for the full participation of the smaller economies and to increase their level of development;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	During the Ninth Meeting of the Committee on International Trade Negotiations (CNC), held on 26-28 September 2001, in Managua, Nicaragua, the Vice Ministers of Trade agreed to "guidelines for the treatment of differences in levels of development and size of the economies", which are to be considered by the negotiation groups during their deliberations.

The issue of small economies remains permanently under consideration during the FTAA negotiations, at all levels.


	
	Mexico participated actively in the Consultative Group on the Smaller Economies (GCEP).  At Mexico's proposal, the GCEP is conducting a study on the impact of FTAA on the smaller economies.


	It is important to note that some countries (the smaller economies) may need technical and financial support to properly implement the FTAA Agreement (drafting of legislation, the creation of institutions, and training for technical teams and/or personnel to administer the Agreement.


	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Supervise and support, with technical assistance, the full implementation of adopted business facilitation measures;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The group of experts on business facilitation measures in the area of customs, agreed to publish information on the status of implementation and technical assistance needs of eight business facilitation measures in the area of customs approved at the Ministerial Meeting in Toronto in November 1999.

Financing has been obtained from the Inter-American Development Bank/Multilateral Investment Fund (IDB/MIF) for the implementation of business facilitation measures in the area of customs.

The implementation process for the measures has been dynamic and intensive in all FTAA countries.  The Group of Experts has prepared a document showing progress in this area, which is updated on a regular basis.


	
	Mexico participates actively in the group of experts on business facilitation measures in the area of customs.  Mexico has implemented seven of the eight business facilitation measures in the area of customs and is working on the implementation of the eighth.


	IDB/MIF has resources available for the implementation of business facilitation measures in the area of customs.  The recipient country must provide counterpart funding.


	Few FTAA countries have requested support from IDB/MIF for the implementation of business facilitation measures.



	Timeline:  No timetable has been established for work on this commitment.


	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  No timetable has been established for work on this commitment.


	
	


Mandate: Instruct our representatives in the institutions of the Tripartite Committee to continue securing the allocation of the resources necessary to contribute to the support of the work of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Since July 2001, the Tripartite Committee has been participating jointly with the Government of Mexico, the Administrative Secretariat of the Office of the President of FTAA, in the transfer of the FTAA Negotiations from Panama to Mexico.  During the period from March 2003 to January 2005, the Tripartite Committee will contribute funds for the administration of the Administrative Secretariat and the negotiations in Mexico.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  No timetable has been established for work on this mandate.


	
	


Mandate: Urge the Tripartite Committee institutions to continue to respond positively to requests for technical support from FTAA entities; and request the institutions, according to their respective internal procedures, to favorably consider requests for technical assistance related to FTAA issues from member countries, in particular from the smaller economies, in order to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The Tripartite Committee participated actively in the FTAA negotiation process.  Activities include the following:

· Support for technical studies and/or compendiums of information requested by the negotiation groups and committees.

· Management of the official FTAA web site (www.ftaa-alca.org).

	The Tripartite Committee provides support at the regional level for:

· The organization of and financial support for seminars, conferences, and workshops on issues related to the FTAA negotiations


	
	
	

	Timeline: No timetable has been established for work on this mandate
	Timeline: No timetable has been established for work on this mandate
	Timeline: 
	
	


Economic and Financial Stability

Mandate: Welcome and support the work of our Ministers of Finance, who met in Toronto, Canada on April 3-4, 2001, to promote financial and economic stability as well as strong and sustainable growth, as fundamental preconditions for accelerated development and poverty reduction, and to ensure that the benefits of globalization are broadly and equitably distributed to all our people;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recognize the value of efforts undertaken to advance Hemispheric integration, including improved access to goods, services, capital and technology, to achieve the full range of social and other objectives;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the efforts of Finance Ministers to address the challenges associated with globalization, to protect the most vulnerable and prevent crises, and affirm the importance of having the benefits of globalization widely distributed to all regions and social sectors of our countries, recognizing, at the same time, the unique challenges faced by small states;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework on the Group of 20 (G-20), Mexico participated actively in the discussions on such issues as reform of the international financial architecture; the benefits of globalization; the reduction of vulnerability to economic and financial crises; and the promotion of measures to strengthen the international financial system.


	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Affirm that greater attention must be given to increasing economic growth and reducing poverty in a mutually reinforcing way, and that this priority must include social sector policies that effectively achieve poverty reduction and greater investment in people, with improved access to basic education and health services;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Instruct our Finance Ministers to continue to explore ways to ensure that international financial institutions, regional development banks and other international bodies take adequate account of Summit initiatives in their lending policies and technical assistance programs for the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Corporate Social Responsibility

Mandate: Support the continued analysis and consideration in the OAS of corporate social responsibility, ensuring that civil society, including the private sector, is appropriately and regularly consulted and that this process benefits from the experiences of other international organizations, national agencies and non‑governmental actors;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	All of the member governments of the OECD, including Mexico, have the obligation to promote the observance of the Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.  Accordingly, in June 2000, the OECD Council decided to establish a national contact point in each country.

To implement this decision, the national contact point for Mexico was established within the Department of Economic Affairs, specifically in the General Directorate of Trade Agreement Analysis and Follow-up.

The Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises were made available to the public on the Internet site www.economia-snci.gob.mx.

Notification was sent to the various NGOs in order to disseminate the Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Mandate fulfilled.
	
	


Mandate: Convene a meeting as early as feasible in 2002 with the support of the OAS, the IDB and other relevant inter‑American organizations involving representatives from governments, civil society, including mainly the business community, to deepen dialogue on corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere, raise awareness of key issues to be determined and discuss ways to promote the development, adoption and implementation by the business community of principles of good conduct that will advance corporate social and environmental responsibility;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	With respect to corporate social responsibility, the Department of Finance and Public Credit is heading various efforts to promote good corporate governance at the national and international level in such fora as the Asia-Pacific Cooperation Mechanism (APEC), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the World Bank.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


7. Infrastructure and Regulatory Environment

Telecommunications

Mandate: Propose measures designed to modernize national laws, as appropriate, based on principles such as: permanence of strong and independent regulatory bodies; a pro‑competitive approach, including the adoption of rules on dominant operators; a flexible regulatory framework consistent with technological convergence, and to develop human and institutional capacity in support of these principles;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)
	Work is currently underway on the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act, which has been in force since June 1995, to put in place a regulatory framework to promote the telecommunications sector more effectively in a context of transparency and legal certainty, taking into account the technological evolution of telecommunication services and world trends in this area.

The aim of the reform is to promote healthy competition, facilitate access to markets, expand and diversify the coverage of services, and establish the regulatory functions of the Federal Telecommunications Commission.
	No financing of any kind is required to prepare the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act.
	Given the complexity of the effort to reform the Federal Telecommunications Act, and the necessary interaction between the various specialists and authorities participating in this process, a specific timetable is essential.  The process of preparing the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act involves work on detailed issues through various multidisciplinary working groups.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act is expected to enter into force in 2003, or sooner if possible.
	
	


Mandate: Facilitate the upgrading of human resources in the telecommunications sector through ongoing training programs on telecommunications policy, regulation, management and technology, and request the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), in coordination with national agencies, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)'s Centre of Excellence for the Americas, and in partnership with regional and subregional organizations and the private sector, to create a focal point for information on human resource development programs to foster exchanges of information on relevant training programs among governments, universities, industry associations and the private sector, in order to assist countries of the Americas in meeting the growing need for trained and competent personnel in the rapidly changing knowledge‑based economy;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), to keep human resources in the sector up-to-date on international telecommunications trends.
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), to keep human resources in the sector up-to-date on international telecommunications trends.
	A continuous personnel training program has been established in the government’s telecommunications agencies in order to meet the need for trained, qualified staff in this sector.

Various training courses are provided with the cooperation of international agencies specialized in the field of telecommunications, such as the International Telecommunications Union and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission, which continuously offer courses on subjects related to telecommunications regulation and policy.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:   Training programs are currently provided on the basis of the training plan for each administrative unit of the Under Department of Communications.
	
	


Mandate: Take measures striving to implement the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for Conformity Assessment developed by CITEL without prejudice to each participant`s sovereign right to regulate its own telecommunications sector, and encourage discussion of adequate standards to ensure interoperability for existing and future telecommunications networks and the timely introduction of technology in new and existing markets, taking into account the regulations and recommendations of the ITU and other appropriate standard-setting bodies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act includes provisions that will help to implement this mandate.  
	No financing of any kind is required to prepare the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act.
	Given the complexity of the effort to reform the Federal Telecommunications Act, and the necessary interaction between the various specialists and authorities participating in this process, a specific timetable is essential.  The process of preparing the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act involves work on detailed issues through various multidisciplinary working groups.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  
	Timeline:  The reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act is expected to enter into force in 2003, or sooner if possible.
	
	


Mandate: Support the convening of the ITU World Summit on the Information Society to be held in 2003, which will focus on the use of information and communications technologies for social and economic development;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	During the Fifty-sixth Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, Mexico participated in the drafting of resolution 56/183, convening the World Summit on the Information Society.
	
	Mexico has implemented the national e-Mexico system in order to promote development of the Information Society, in which technology is combined with social content to permit access for the population to services in connection with education and learning, health, the economy, and government, as well as others, to promote social and economic development with a human face.

Through the National e-Mexico System, support will be provided for the ITU World Summit on the Information Society, in which Mexico can share its experiences in terms of the social impact of this System.

The Mexican government’s Department of Telecommunications has established a continuous personnel training program in the government’s telecommunications agencies in order to meet the need for trained, qualified staff in this sector.

Various training courses are provided with the cooperation of international agencies specialized in the field of telecommunications, such as the International Telecommunications Union and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission, which continuously offer courses on subjects related to telecommunications regulation and policy.

Mexico participates actively through its permanent representative to the international agencies in Geneva in meetings convened by the Secretary General of the ITU.  Mexico is a member of the group responsible for coordinating preparatory meetings for the at the hemispheric level.

The coordination necessary to prepare the delegation documents for participation in this event will be arranged in due course.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Recommend that our national bodies work within CITEL to prepare guidelines on Universal Service, based on principles to be developed by CITEL and develop a clear definition of the responsibilities of governments and private entities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications to stay informed on mechanisms that have been adopted in the area of service and universal access at the world level, as well as to learn about experience with these mechanisms.  In addition, close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications to stay informed on mechanisms that have been adopted in the area of service and universal access at the world level, as well as to learn about experience with these mechanisms.  In addition, close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).


	In order to create mechanisms to promote universal service and access in the country, a Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund (FCST) has been created to increase the coverage and penetration of telecommunications services in rural areas and among the urban poor.  The FCST and its resources will be managed by a trust, which will administer and distribute the resources for telecommunications social coverage programs.

The National e-Mexico System is also in the process of implementation.  Its purpose is to reduce the digital divide separating different population segments in the country and enable the population to gain access to the new information and communication technologies.  One of the main objectives is to offer content in the areas of education, health, trade, tourism, government services, and other community services so as to improve the quality of life for individuals and communities.  The resources will be administered through a trust.


	The resources to implement the National e-Mexico System and the Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund have been provided by the Federal Government, from the budget of the Department of Communications and Transportation, although state and municipal governments, tele-communications conces-sionaires and permit holders, as well as other physical and moral persons may contribute resources to this fund.
	The development of regulations necessary for the operation of the Trust, including operational rules and mechanisms, criteria for evaluation, and the allocation of social coverage programs, among others.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Instruct, as appropriate, our telecommunications authorities and our relevant regulatory bodies, working within our regional and sub‑regional agencies and organizations to develop and implement before the next Summit of the Americas a cooperative and collaborative program to support a connectivity agenda for the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).
	Within the framework of the Tenth Meeting of COM/CITEL, a group of experts, in which Mexico participated, prepared the Draft Connectivity Agenda for the Americas.
	In order to create mechanisms to promote universal service and access in the country, a Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund (FCST) has been created to increase the coverage and penetration of telecommunications services in rural areas and among the urban poor.  The FCST and its resources will be managed by a trust, which will administer and distribute the resources for telecommunications social coverage programs.

The National e-Mexico System is also in the process of implementation.  Its purpose is to reduce the digital divide separating different population segments in the country and enable the population to gain access to the new information and communication technologies.  One of the main objectives is to offer content in the areas of education, health, trade, tourism, government services, and other community services so as to improve the quality of life for individuals and communities.  The resources will be administered through a trust.
	The Federal Government has allocated budget resources for the Social Coverage Fund and the National e-Mexico System.
	The logistics and activities necessary to implement this Program for the first time.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage increased competitiveness and productivity of all sectors through applications such as distance education and tele-health and promote the creation of domestic activities dedicated to the generation of Internet‑based industries;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	The Mexican delegation participated in the CITEL working group to prepare the document entitled Connectivity for the Americas Project-Quito Action Plan, adopted at the Tenth Meeting of the CITEL Permanent Steering Committee (COM/CITEL), held on 10-14 December 2001 in Salinas, Ecuador.
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), to stay informed on international trends in this area.
	Among the activities for implementation of the National e-Mexico System, education and health are priority issues and have been included as two of the four fundamental areas of focus under this program.  e-learning and e-health are being developed with cooperation from the Departments of Communications and Transportation, Public Education, and Health, since connectivity and access to services will be provided on a comprehensive basis.

The services and programs to be implemented include distance education, with programs such as "Educate for the Future", which includes training for teachers and school equipment.  Projects have been implemented to provide distance services via the Internet, primarily in rural areas; these projects have been coordinated with specialized agencies, such as the Department of Public Education, the Department of Social Development, the Latin American Institute of Communication, and EDUSAT, among others, and have been included within the National e-Mexico System.

With respect to e-health, aside from the tele-health program, work is being done to develop electronic clinical files and electronic signatures.  Pilot projects are being defined in coordination with the Department of Health and the institutions in this sector.  The services will be provided through regional health networks, connected to the national network for the National e-Mexico System.
	The resources to implement the National e-Mexico System and the Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund have been provided by the Federal Government, from the budget of the Department of Communications and Transportation.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The first programs for the National e-Mexico System are expected to be underway in 2002.
	
	


Mandate: Request ministries or departments responsible for telecommunications and appropriate regulatory bodies to cooperate, within CITEL, in order to clarify and simplify rules governing the provision of satellite services in our countries, and work to complete the development of a Hemispheric Web site including each country’s requirements and forms of application for licensing to provide satellite-based telecommunications services;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), where Mexico participates in meetings on telecommunications regulation.
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).
	Work is currently underway on the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act, which has been in force since June 1995, to put in place a regulatory framework to promote the telecommunications sector more effectively in a context of transparency and legal certainty, taking into account the technological evolution of telecommunication services and world trends in this area.

The aim of the reform is to promote healthy competition, facilitate access to markets, expand and diversify the coverage of services, and establish the regulatory functions of the Federal Telecommunications Commission.

Mexico has adopted measures necessary to fulfill the commitments with regard to an open satellite market contained in the Fourth Protocol to the General Agreement on Trade in Services.
	No financing of any kind is required to prepare the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act.
	Given the complexity of the effort to reform the Federal Telecommunications Act, and the necessary interaction between the various specialists and authorities participating in this process, a specific timetable is essential.  The process of preparing the reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act involves work on detailed issues through various multidisciplinary working groups.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: The reform of the Federal Telecommunications Act is expected to enter into force in 2003, or sooner if possible.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the modernization and expansion of telecommunications infrastructure in rural and urban areas through timely introduction of new technologies and services, in particular broadband technologies, the adoption of new standards on telecasting, Web casting, and Internet Protocol (IP), paying particular attention to spectrum management, interconnection policies, appropriate pace of development and emergency communications;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), to stay informed on international trends in this area.
	Mexico participates actively in international meetings on the regulation of telecommunications, and close contact is maintained with specialized international agencies, such as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), to stay informed on international trends in this area.
	In order to create mechanisms to promote universal service and access in the country, a Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund (FCST) has been created to increase the coverage and penetration of telecommunications services among the rural population and urban poor.  The FCST and its resources will be managed by a trust, which will administer and distribute the resources for telecommunications social coverage programs.

The National e-Mexico System is also in the process of implementation.  Its purpose is to reduce the digital divide separating different population segments in the country and enable the population to gain access to the new information and communication technologies.  One of the main objectives is to offer content in the areas of education, health, trade, tourism, government services, and other community services so as to improve the quality of life for individuals and communities.  The resources will be administered through a trust.
	The resources to implement the National e-Mexico System and the Telecommunications Social Coverage Fund have been provided by the Federal Government, from the budget of the Department of Communications and Transportation.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The first programs for telecommunications social coverage and the National e-Mexico System are expected to be underway in 2002.
	
	


Mandate: Address voluntary funding for the implementation of CITEL's additional mandates set out in this Plan of Action;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico participates actively in the International Telecommunications Union
	Mexico participates actively in the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission.
	
	
	

	Timeline:  A timeline will be defined in the near future.
	Timeline: A timeline will be defined in the near future.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Transport

Mandate: Endorse the areas for cooperation identified at the Ministers' meeting in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in March 2001;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and facilitate increased cooperation, convergence and information‑sharing in the transportation‑related activities of the five subregions of the Hemisphere and with multilateral organizations, with a view to furthering the development of human and institutional capacity and ensuring the environmental sustainability of transportation systems and infrastructure; to this end, request that the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) continues to provide its valuable support to the WHTI;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Improve human resources development programs by encouraging exchanges of personnel among the countries and institutions of the region, as well as the development of, and participation in, transportation‑related training programs and the dissemination of information regarding these programs by way of the WHTI's Web site and by other means;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Emphasize the need to develop proper infrastructure and high safety standards as a principal priority for the WHTI's work program, while recognizing the importance of human and institutional capacity development in ensuring the safety of transportation services;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Activities are being conducted to ensure safety by supporting and participating with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in the Aircraft Operational Security Monitoring System.

The Department of Communications and Transportation participates in the meetings for the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI) for the creation of an Operational Security Structure and to learn about IDB financing systems and the exchange of information on security, and offers to provide properly trained staff to work as airline flight inspectors.

Mexico participates actively in the Airfields, Ground Support, and Operational Planning Subgroup (AGA/AOP,SG) of the Regional Group for the Planning and Execution of Studies for the Caribbean and South America (GREPECAS) of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and is Chairman of the Group for the period 2001-2003.  The Group is conducting studies and analyses to solve the current airport regulation and operations problems and propose solutions to each participating state.
	Mexico is currently conducting annual trilateral meetings with civil aviation authorities in the United States and Canada, in which a series of commitments and activities have been developed in the area of aviation and airport operational safety in order to meet international standards.

Continuous contact is maintained via telecommunication with the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and Transport Canada on operational safety matters; Mexico's Department of Communications and Transportation attends meetings with safety groups for the preparation of databases and the consideration of issues with respect to helicopter safety at the trinational level.


	In order to strengthen civil aviation security systems in Mexico, the commitment to reduce the fatal accident rate for commercial airlines by 40 percent and the total number of general aviation accidents by 20 percent, undertaken in connection with the Strategic Safety Plan for North America 2000-2005 was ratified.  Mexico has also ratified the four targets for this plan, which include: airlines, general aviation, specialized NAFTA air services, trilateral accident/incident reporting system, with support from safety working groups, CFIT (Controlled Flight into Terrain) and helicopters, as well as implementation of action taken in response to the measures recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to maintain safety in this field.

The Mexican government's Department of Communications and Transportation issues safety policies directly to the country’s 8,200 pilots.  These policies include in particular CFIT/ALAR (Controlled Flight into Terrain/Approach and Landing Accident Reduction), statistics on accidents, the supervision of aviation companies, monitoring of recommended measures, information to all airlines on safety issues, the distribution of safety manuals via the Internet, and operational safety courses for all farm aircraft pilots throughout the country.

The Department of Communications and Transportation also established a National Air Transportation Standardization Program, which provides for 61 official Mexican standards to be adopted in order to strengthen operational safety.  To date, 11 of the official Mexican standards have been adopted.  The remaining standards are in the process of publication.

The Mexican government has updated the 1995 legal framework (Airport Act, Implementing Regulations, Basic Safety Standards) that regulate activities in connection with airport infrastructure, services, and operations.  Guidelines have been established to ensure safety, reliability, and efficiency in airport operations and services.

An airport privatization program is also being carried out under the supervision of the aeronautic authority, opening the possibility of private sector participation in the development and operation of airport infrastructure, operations, and services, which is expected to lead to greater investment in growth to meet demand without compromising the safety and reliability required by international standards.
	Requests have been submitted to the appropriate authorities for the budgetary resources that will be essential to carry out the recommendations made by the International Civil Aviation Organization, striving to achieve economic self-sufficiency for the execution of activities derived from the trilateral agreements.

In addition, the necessary activities are being conducted to enable the IDB to provide the financing required for the regional activities, particularly within the framework of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI)
	Obstacles:

In the case of meetings within the framework of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI), there has been a lack of coordination with countries in the hemisphere, and their participation must be encouraged.

Transparency measures for the process of promulgating Official Mexican Standards take approximately a year and a half, since the Federal Metrology and Standardization Act requires publication in the Official Journal of the Federation of proposed standards for public consultation, and subsequently the publication of responses to the comments received, and finally promulgation of the final standard.

Recommendations and best practices:

In view of the good results obtained at the regional level (Transport Canada, Federal Aviation, General Directorate of Civil Aeronautics), Mexico is in a position to indicated, as a best practice, compliance with safety prevention programs and the application of procedures within companies, as well as the continuous exchange of information and analysis on air safety and operations procedures.

Transparency measures for the process of promulgating Official Mexican Standards, regulated by the Federal Metrology and Standardization Act require draft Official Mexican Standards to be submitted to public consultation.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  It is expected that the objectives of the Strategic Safety Plan for North America will be accomplished by 2005 at the latest.

Implementation of the National Standardization Program in the field of air transportation is underway with the adoption of 11 official Mexican standards.  Completion is expected in 2003.

Work will be conducted during the period 2001-2006 in pursuit of the national level objectives in terms of updating the legal framework and the airport privatization program.
	
	


Mandate: Actively and collectively encourage international maritime and air carriers to fully comply with International Maritime Organization (IMO), International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) standards of safety governing the transport of dangerous goods including nuclear, hazardous and noxious substances and waste and stress the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in place;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	As part of the activities conducted by our country for the purpose of preserving human life at sea, and for the protection of the marine environment, vessels, and cargo, Mexico signed the Joint Declaration of North American Countries (Mexico, Canada, and the United States of America) on 6 June 2001, at the headquarters of the International Maritime Organization (IMO).  By this declaration, port authorities in the states concerned undertake to inspect and recognize vessels entering their ports, verifying compliance with standards established in the major IMO conventions in order to avoid the operation of vessels below international standards.

As part of the interest expressed by our country in preserving human life at sea and avoiding pollution of the marine environment, Mexico signed the Latin American Agreement on Vessel Control by National Port Authorities, known as the "Viña del Mar Agreement", whose main purpose is to maintain systems of effective control by national port authorities through the activities of naval inspectors, who undertake to inspect at least 15 percent of the foreign vessels entering their ports, applying standards for maritime safety, the prevention and control of pollution, and training, among other IMO standards.

With respect to air transportation, relations have been established with counterparts in Canada and the United States of America to harmonize standards for the transportation of dangerous goods, with emphasis on the creation of multimodal standards, as Mexico has already done.
	In order to update Mexican laws in accordance with the provisions contained in international conventions signed and ratified by our country – and in particular the International Convention to Prevent Pollution by Vessels, 1973, as amended by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL /73/78), which entered into force for Mexico on 23 July 1992, and the International Convention for the Safety of Human Life at Sea, of 1974 (SOLAS/74), which entered into force for Mexico on 25 May 1980 – the following modifications have been made:

With respect to indemnification in the event of contingencies at sea, text has been incorporated in article 131, Chapter VI, "Civil Liability", of the Navigation Act of 1994, which reads as follows: "In the event of accident, the owner of a vessel will be responsible for all damage to third parties attributable to the use of said vessel or cargo spilled or dumped from the vessel as a result of the accident, as well as for measures taken to prevent or minimize such damage.  In addition, all vessels navigating in Mexican waters must have civil liability insurance".

With respect to the prevention of marine pollution, Chapter VII, article 65 provides: "All vessels are prohibited from discharging ballast, debris, waste, petroleum or its derivatives, mineral wastewater or other harmful or dangerous substances of any kind that may damage or impair the waters within Mexican jurisdiction".

Article 66 provides: "In Mexican waters, the Department of Communications and Transportation is responsible for enforcing the obligations and prohibitions established in the International Convention to Prevent Pollution by Marine Vessels, including its protocol, amendments, and other international treaties in this area, without prejudice to the provision the General Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act".

"In cases of accidental discharges and spills, the Department of Communications and Transportation may coordinate with the Navy".

The Department of the Navy will enforce provisions with respect to deliberate dumping in Mexican waters and the preventive measures established in the Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution by the Dumping of Waste and Other Materials".

In the area of air transportation, there are plans under the National Standardization Program for 2002 to promulgate Official Mexican Standard NOM-175-SCT3-2002, which regulates the safe transportation of dangerous goods by air.  The draft standard approved by the Standardization Committee is currently in the process of publication in the Official Journal of the Federation.  In the interim, care is taken to ensure that Mexican operators comply with the technical instructions (Doc 9284) issued by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), on which the aforementioned standard is based, as well as the multimodal standards for packaging and labeling issued by the Mexican government, which will be complemented by the aforementioned Standard 175.


	Funds are provided by the Federal Government to the Department of Communications and Transportation for the purpose of implementing the programs established by each of the General Directorates in this sector, which include the General Directorate of the Merchant Marine.
	Obstacles:

One of the main obstacles observed relates to the application of international standards by IMO member countries: the lack of experience and interpretation skills among the personnel concerned in the application of the international conventions and the need for training for marine personnel.  There is also an economic obstacle to the acquisition of new technologies required by the international conventions, which creates a greater dependence on the country producing these technologies, as well as repairs and specialized techniques.

Recommendations and best practices:

The establishment of stricter controls in the implementation of the standards contained in the international conventions, in the area of maritime safety, pollution prevention and control, and training for marine personnel, has enabled the Government of Mexico to fulfill its commitments to the international agencies.  This has helped to prevent the loss of life at sea and made the Mexican merchant marine safer, more efficient, and more competitive.

It is recommended that mechanisms be established to permit closer ties of cooperation and support with countries that can help with exchanges of expert personnel in the different areas of maritime transport, the transfer of accessible technologies, rapid and expeditious communications systems for dealing with any matter of relevance to the member countries, etc.

In the area of air transportation, cooperation with Canada and the United States of America has made it possible to create multimodal standards in this area, as well as support for training.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  There is no timetable; these are daily activities.

With respect to air transportation, promulgation of the Official Mexican Standard is expected in 2002
	
	


Mandate: Actively and collectively encourage international maritime carriers, in particular cruise ships, to comply with IMO standards in relation to the protection of the marine environment, and to take full account of the special area status of the wider Caribbean;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	With regard to protection of the marine environment, Mexico has conducted the activities reported under the immediately preceding mandate.
	With regard to protection of the marine environment, Mexico has conducted the activities reported under the immediately preceding mandate.
	Funding is provided by the Federal Government to the Department of Communications and Transportation for the purpose of implementing the programs established by each of the General Directorates in this sector, which include the General Directorate of the Merchant Marine.
	Obstacles:

The obstacles encountered by Mexico in protecting the marine environment are indicated under the immediately preceding mandate.

Recommendations and best practices:

Recommendations and best practices in protecting the marine environment are indicated under the immediately preceding mandate. 

	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  There is no timeline for protection of the marine environment; these are daily activities.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Acknowledging the concerns of some states about the transport of radioactive material, including waste, through routes close to the coasts of states or along navigable waterways of the Hemisphere and the potential health consequences for our people and the possible threat to the marine environment, and consistent with maritime rights and obligations in international law; encourage and support full compliance with existing IMO and IAEA conventions, standards and codes of practice and stress the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in place; encourage the consideration by the IAEA and the IMO and other competent international bodies to strengthen additional international measures, as necessary, which may include: the assurance of non‑contamination of the marine environment; the recovery of radioactive material, including waste, in the case of accidental release; the provision of relief, rehabilitation or reconstruction, as appropriate, for affected people in the case of an accident; and invite countries shipping radioactive material, including waste, to provide timely information to potentially affected states in the Hemisphere relating to such shipments, consistent with the need to maintain and ensure the safety and security of those shipments;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Instruct our Ministers of Transportation to explore the possibility of discussing the modernization of air services in order to meet the growing flow of people and goods that has been taking place in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico promotes the negotiation of bilateral agreements on air transportation with various countries in the Hemisphere in order to foster integration and greater coverage for international air services.  In this context, 36 air transportation agreements have now been negotiated with countries in North America (2), Central America and the Caribbean (5), South America (8), Asia (7), and Europe (14).

Mexican authorities also promote the formation of commercial alliances between national and foreign airlines on a balanced commercial and operational basis, strengthening national aviation and its capacity to compete internationally.  Airfreight has also been facilitated in markets not covered by regular aviation, given low traffic densities.

Air traffic routes and services have been optimized, helping to reduce operational delays and costs.  In addition, in accordance with the activities of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), a regional hemispheric plan is in place for the implementation of ATM/CNS (Air Traffic Management and Communications, Navigation and Surveillance) systems, which will contribute to a more effective, balanced, and homogeneous transition to satellite services. 
	Steps have been taken to promote air connections between countries in the Central American region and southeastern Mexico.

A trilateral Canada-United States of America-Mexico plan is in place for the implementation of ATM/CNS (Air Traffic Management and Communications, Navigation and Surveillance) systems.


	On the basis of Mexican aviation policy, activities have been conducted to strengthen national commercial aviation within a context of fair competition, to ensure growing national participation in the international market.  These activities include updating of the bilateral agreements on air transportation on the basis of effective reciprocity and equal markets, promoting equity, respect, and the search for measures of mutual benefit to the countries.  Efforts are continuing to secure ratification of agreements negotiated with a number of countries so that they can enter into force.

With respect to the modernization of air transportation, with the implementation of various Official Mexican Standards for equipment and noise, steps have been taken to help national air transportation companies find options for the modernization of their fleets, which aside from producing economic benefits, through the operation of more efficient aircraft, ensures better service for air transportation users.

In the area of air transportation service management, equipment and systems are being modernized and the service provided has been improved, with the introduction of satellite-based air navigation and the optimization of national, regional, and hemispheric navigation routes and corresponding air spaces.
	Resources for the implementation of Mexican aviation policy come from the budget of the Department of Communications and Transportation.
	Obstacles:

With respect to negotiation of the bilateral agreements, there has been a lack of coordination between the ministries of transportation and aviation authorities in the various countries, frequent scheduling changes due to prior commitments, and differences in aviation policy from one country to the next.

Recommendations and best practices:

Since October 2001, negotiations have been underway on bilateral agreements in the area of air transportation in order to modify or update the text of these agreements.  Among the results obtained from these negotiations are strengthened aviation security, aircraft operational security, guidelines for operations in shared code between national and foreign airlines, double approval of fares by Mexico and other countries, and efforts to expand the national share of air traffic.

At the current time, seven bilateral meetings are scheduled to update and negotiate agreements.

Regional integration in the field of aviation has permitted the introduction of satellite technology.  Improvements are also being made in air transportation services at the regional level, which has resulted in more efficient aviation routes and air spaces, directly benefiting service providers and users.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  By their nature, the activities to strengthen national commercial aviation are daily and continuous.  Approximately 12 meetings per year are held in connection with the bilateral agreements.

The modernization of Mexico's aviation fleets is currently underway, with completion expected in late 2004.  With regard to air transit services, work has begun to modernize equipment and systems and to improve service, as well as to optimize routes and air spaces.  This is a medium- and long-term process that will culminate with full implementation of the ATM/CNS (Air Traffic Management and Communications, Navigation and Surveillance) systems-based satellite technology. 
	
	


Energy

Mandate: Recognize that in pursuing the regional integration of energy markets, issues such as market reform and stability, regulatory reform and trade liberalization will be addressed; support and endorse the Hemispheric Energy Initiative  which promotes policies and practices to advance such integration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Integration of energy markets

· The issuance of permits to import and export electric power (Mexico - United States).

Energy regulation

· Strengthening of cooperation ties with regulatory agencies in Canada and United States.

Sustainable development

· Participation in the promotion and development of renewable energy as a tool for achieving sustainability.  Cooperation is maintained with various regional agencies and organizations, such as the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission, the Environmental Protection Agency, the United States Agency for International Development, and Natural Resources Canada.
	Renewable energy

· Support for the development of rural electrification through a program using renewable sources.

· Execution of projects to tap renewable sources of energy.

Market stability

· Issuance of permits to private companies for electric power self-sufficiency and independent production.

· Creation of regulatory instruments for renewable sources of energy.

· Issuance of permits for natural gas transportation for use by the permit holder.

Energy regulation

· Public consultations on reform and additions to the natural gas regulations.

· Publication of Official Mexican Standards.

Sustainable development

· The holding of regular interinstitutional meetings.

· The preparation of annual reports for the United Nations Committee on Sustainable Development.
	In the area of renewable energy, Mexico plans to invest 21,388 million pesos, 93.1 percent of which will go to hydroelectric projects and 6.9 percent to geothermal projects.
	Best practices:

Mexico has strengthened its regulatory framework in the energy sector through activities designed to implement the provisions under this heading, which has contributed to an atmosphere conducive to private participation where allowed by Mexican law.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  These activities are continuous by nature.
	Timeline:  These activities are continuous by nature.
	
	


8. Disaster Management

Mandate: Develop the capacity to forecast, prepare for and mitigate the potential impacts of natural and man‑made hazards; promote vulnerability reduction; adopt and enforce better building codes and standards; ensure appropriate land‑use practices; inventory and evaluate the vulnerability of critical facilities and infrastructure; estimate climate change variability and sea‑level rise and assess their possible impacts; and in pursuit of the above, create the requisite legal framework and establish the cooperative mechanisms to access and share advances in science and technology and their application in the early warning, preparedness for and mitigation of these hazards;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Participation in the development of Official Mexican Standards; organization of national courses; monitoring of volcanoes; and research projects for the Special Program for the Prevention and Mitigation of Disaster Risks 2001-2006, recently approved by the Office of the President of the Republic and the Department of Government Affairs.

Training activities: national courses on disaster prevention, civil protection, radiation emergencies, and technical and scientific aspects.
	
	
	At the national level, the positive results were based on the careful management and close attention of the Government of the Republic, through the Office of General Coordination for Civil Protection of the Department of Government Affairs, whose efforts were designed to "move from a reactive to a preventive civil protection system with shared responsibility and participation by the three branches of government, the population, the social and private sectors; strengthen applied research for the development and improvement of technologies to mitigate risks; introduce a policy and culture of self protection; and develop and secure technical and financial support for mitigation and recovery".



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities to strengthen national capacity for natural disaster management and to implement policies to improve our capacity to prevent, mitigate, and manage the consequences of natural disasters, have been under constant and effective development in recent years.  However, the time devoted to these activities is reduced by the growing demand for cooperation and inadequate resources and research personnel, which makes it necessary to continue studying mechanisms that are technically, financially, and administratively viable.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the exchange of information on the vulnerability of infrastructure exposed to disasters as well as the early warning capacity, particularly in the border areas of the countries of the Americas, in order to design specific prevention measures in the fields of engineering and legislation with the aim of reducing the socio-economic impact of natural disasters;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish or strengthen, where appropriate, partnerships with all relevant actors, including the private sector, technical professional associations, regional institutions, civil society, educational and research institutions and other multilateral coordinating agencies such as the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in the development and implementation of disaster management policies and programs at the national and community levels, and promote greater awareness and effective integration of these policies and programs among national policy makers, local authorities, communities and media, and promote  the insurance and reinsurance of the social and economic infrastructure as well as the decentralization of information and decision-making;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Dissemination activities: Development of various publications on technical, scientific, and self- protection aspects and attention to the national media.

General activities: Support for meetings with the scientific advisory committees of the national system for civil protection (SINAPROC), eight agreements signed for disaster prevention and service in connection with the many visits to the National Center for Disaster Prevention (CENAPRED) by the public, private, and social sectors and the three branches of government. 
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities to strengthen national capacity for natural disaster management and to implement policies to improve our capacity to prevent, mitigate, and manage the consequences of natural disasters, have been under constant and effective development in recent years.  However, the time devoted to these activities is reduced by the growing demand for cooperation and inadequate resources and research personnel, which makes it necessary to continue studying mechanisms that are technically, financially, and administratively viable.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the exchange of knowledge and experiences regarding the combat against inappropriate practices in the exploitation of natural resources and unsustainable patterns of consumption, including the problems of waste management, which increase the vulnerability of the people to natural disasters;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the development of telecommunications for humanitarian assistance; actively encourage greater use and interoperability of telecommunications and other technologies and information systems that allow the observation and monitoring of different natural phenomena; use early warning systems such as remote sensing imagery, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) based data necessary to address and prevent emergencies; promote the compatibility of these systems in the planning and response to emergency operations among governments, specialized agencies, relevant international organizations, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and, in this spirit, consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Technical and scientific activities: Preparation of seismic danger maps; seismic micro-zoning; technical projects for research, study, analysis, evaluation, advisory services, and opinions; preparation of research documents; installation of hydrometeorological alert systems; issuance of volcanic and hydrometeorological monitoring bulletins; development of databases on chemical accidents.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Establish information networks with the involvement of the Inter‑American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and other relevant regional and international organizations to exchange scientific and technological knowledge and experiences; encourage further regional and subregional action to reduce risks and improve response to natural disasters; promote joint research and development technologies and contribute to strengthen coordination of national prevention and response agencies in natural disasters; to achieve this, draw on the work of ECLAC on the improvement, up‑dating and implementation of its damage assessment methodology and continue to promote natural disaster mitigation and risk reduction awareness and preparedness;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Steps are being taken to continue and strengthen the participation of the Government of Mexico in the area of civil protection and disaster prevention and assistance within the framework of the various regional mechanisms and agencies, including: the Rio Group; the Group of Three (Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela), which established a High-level Group for Disaster Prevention and Assistance; the Association of Caribbean States, where our government was appointed as Chairman of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters; and the Latin American-Caribbean-European Union Summit.

Within the Special Committee on Natural Disasters of the Association of Caribbean States, agreement was reached to carry out three projects: 1) strengthening of the response capacity of early alert systems in the member countries and associated members; 2) use of existing information centers for background and appropriate information in connection with priority activities in the Committee’s program of work; and 3) the exchange of technical cooperation in the area of emergency assistance among the member countries and associate members to strengthen disaster management organizations.
	
	For the international activities, studies on the cost of the projects and sources of financing will be conducted in due course.

All of the projects to be developed within the framework of the Association of Caribbean States and the Special Committee on Natural Disasters are in the process of development to determine costs and the need for funding sources and institutions to conduct the related studies.


	Work has begun to develop concrete projects in the area of civil protection and disaster prevention, thanks to the participation of interested states and regional organizations and mechanisms.

Obstacles:

In order to combine isolated efforts required by other international cooperation mechanisms or fora, it is necessary to promote, coordinate, and guide specific participation by appropriate agents (public, private, and social sectors; technical professional associations; education and research institutions; multilateral coordination and cooperation agencies, etc.), to permit full implementation of commitments undertaken at the Summits and in other fora and to optimize human, material, and financial resources.

Recommendations and best practices:

At the international level, the positive results were based, on the one hand, on the specific functions assigned to the National Center for Disaster Prevention in terms of "supporting and cooperating with other countries, particularly in Central America and the Caribbean, and with other international agencies, in training, research, and dissemination activities in the area of civil protection, and maintaining relations of exchange and coordination with agencies and institutions performing similar, related, or complementary functions", and on the other hand, on the appropriate coordination and execution of activities with the SRE, directing joint efforts toward the management of countless bilateral and multilateral projects and programs, requiring the optimum use of human, material, and financial resources.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  In the case of the Association of Caribbean States, work has already begun to carry out the projects mentioned; in March 2002 a meeting of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters was held to examine progress in the formulation of projects by those responsible for their implementation.  With respect to the Group of Three (G-3), the High-level Group for Disaster Prevention and Assistance was set up in February 2002, and its work program will be designed for implementation preferably between 2002 and 2003, when Mexico will be acting as the Secretariat Pro-Tempore for the G-3.  With respect to the Río Group, the Second Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Technical Cooperation for Natural Disaster Prevention and Assistance is planned for 2002.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Consider the creation of a hemispheric system for prevention and mitigation of disasters that would include, among others, a specialized database containing the best information available on the characteristics, experiences, strengths and weaknesses of national and regional agencies responsible for disaster prevention and mitigation and provide a new framework for technical cooperation and research aimed at creating a hemispheric culture of prevention and solidarity;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Adopt and support, as appropriate, initiatives aimed at promoting capacity building at all levels, such as the transfer and development of technology for prevention – risk reduction, awareness, preparedness, mitigation – and response to natural and other disasters, as well as for the rehabilitation of affected areas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Holding of the annual "International Course on the Design and Construction of Earthquake-Resistant Structures", organized with the Japanese Agency for International Cooperation within the framework of South-South cooperation, in which engineers and architects from the 22 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean participated.

Active participation in the Mexico-Central America Regional Cooperation Program" and in the Mesoamerican Cooperation Program", which grew out  of Tuxtla III and IV, respectively, through the project "Disaster Prevention in Mesoamerica", which falls within the purview of the National Center for Disaster Prevention (CENAPRED) and includes close interaction with the Coordination Center for Natural Disaster Prevention in Central America (CEPREDENAC), and permitted the organization of the "Workshop on Seismic Risk to Housing and Hydrometeorological Risk of Floods in Central America", etc.

Within the framework of the Technical cooperation agreement between Mexico and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), CENAPRED has provided technical assistance to CARICOM in the field of disaster management, with support from the Caribbean Agency for Emergency Disaster Response (CDERA), for the organization of training courses.

Support has been provided in specific instances in the form of technical advisory assistance in connection with past or current phenomena, requested by El Salvador (2001 earthquake) and Guatemala (monitoring of the Tacaná Volcano), and responses have been provided to requests for training by institutions such as the Salvadoran Association of Engineers and Architects (ASIA) through our Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
	
	For the national activities, funding for the National Civil Protection Program will come from the regular budget of the Federal Government.  There is also a Natural Disaster Fund and a Preventive Fund to cover expenditures following a disaster or for activities to prevent or mitigate the effects of disasters.

For the regional activities, one of the most significant budgetary implications is the lack of financial resources for the National Center for Disaster Prevention to carry out the hemispheric and regional mandates.  This problem has been partially resolved with support from the Department of Foreign Relations through its cooperation agencies, such as the Mexican Commission for Cooperation with Central America and the Technical and Scientific Cooperation Programs between Mexico and other countries.  It is therefore necessary to continue studying mechanisms that are viable from the technical, budgetary, and administrative points of view.
	At the international level, the positive results were based, on the one hand, on the specific functions assigned to the National Center for Disaster Prevention in terms of "supporting and cooperating with other countries, particularly in Central America and the Caribbean, and with other international agencies, in training, research, and dissemination activities in the area of civil protection, and maintaining relations of exchange and coordination with agencies and institutions performing similar, related, or complementary functions", and on the other hand, on the appropriate coordination and execution of activities with the SRE, directing joint efforts toward the management of countless bilateral and multilateral projects and programs, requiring the optimum use of human, material, and financial resources.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: The activities to strengthen regional cooperation for natural disaster management and to implement policies to improve our capacity to prevent, mitigate, and manage the consequences of natural disasters, have been under constant and effective development in recent years.  However, the time devoted to these activities is reduced by the growing demand for cooperation and inadequate resources and research personnel, which makes it necessary to continue studying mechanisms that are technically, financially, and administratively viable.
	Timeline:  The National Civil Protection Program provides for activities during the period 2001-2006; however, this is a continuous effort.  Work has begun to implement these activities and various others to accomplish the objectives of the National Program. 
	
	


Mandate: Promote mechanisms that incorporate risk management and risk reduction methods in public and private development investments;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Convene within a year a hemispheric meeting on disaster preparedness and mitigation with the support of the IACNDR and the participation of a wide range of government entities, regional and MDBs, private entities, NGOs and the research, scientific and technical communities, to discuss and develop cooperative efforts to facilitate implementation of Summit mandates on disaster management;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request the IDB to undertake a feasibility study in partnership with the OAS, the World Bank, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and other relevant inter‑American organizations, as well as the private sector, including insurance companies, on measures to reduce and/or pool risk in a manner that results in reduced premiums on catastrophic insurance, and mechanisms to facilitate contingent re‑construction financing and the immediate release of funds to resolve urgent needs of the affected country; this study would examine the relationship between re‑insurance and national and community disaster management  capacities, as well as trends toward dis‑investment and job losses in those economic sectors requiring costly catastrophic insurance coverage and the role such measures might play in this regard;  share with the private sector experiences in the development and application of risk management tools such as risk transfer instruments, vulnerability assessment methodologies and risk reduction incentives for the private sector;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


9. Environmental Foundation for Sustainable Development

Environment and Natural Resources Management

Mandate: Welcome the outcomes and endorse the areas of cooperation identified at the recent hemispheric meeting of Ministers responsible for the Environment held in Montreal;  Reaffirm our commitments to implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) to which we are party, including through enactment and effective enforcement of any necessary domestic laws, reiterating common and differentiated responsibilities as set forth in Principle 7 of the1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and taking into account the needs and concerns of small developing countries and noting, in this context, the recently concluded Global Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; also stress the need to build synergies among MEAs to enhance their effectiveness in implementation and to strengthen international cooperation;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Given the recent signature of the Stockholm Convention, the process is underway for its entry into force, pending ratification by the parties.  Within the hemisphere, Mexico is cooperating with other countries in various meetings to support implementation of the Convention.  A workshop will be held for this purpose on 18-22 March 2002 in Montevideo, Uruguay, in which the countries of Meso-America, the Caribbean, and South America will participate.  
	Mexico participates in meetings and activities in this area, within the framework of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation set up with the United States, Mexico, and Canada – specifically, through the Regional Action Plans, which include the design of strategies to reduce and control emissions of pollutants.
	The Government of Mexico signed the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants at the Plenipotentiary Conference of 23 May 2001, in Sweden.  This step shows the firm commitment of the present administration to the environment and human health.  The decision to sign this international agreement was the result of broad consensus, achieved through consultations conducted by the Department of the Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) with authorities, chambers of commerce, nongovernmental organizations, and private sector representatives.  SEMARNAT is preparing the National Action Plan, and the first activities to be conducted with funding from the Global Environment Facility (US$500,000), will help to fulfill the commitments undertaken in signing the Convention.  At the current time, the Department of Foreign Relations is obtaining consent from various government departments to develop this activity. The Department of Government Affairs is acting as the conduit for submitting the Convention to the Senate for ratification.  SEMARNAT has given its consent in respect of legal matters falling within its purview.
	As a party to the Stockholm Convention, Mexico will be required to make annual contributions once the Convention enters into force, which will represent the main budgetary implications of this mandate.  There are funding sources available for activities and projects to implement the Convention, such as the Global Environment Fund, which is providing an initial US$500,000 for formulation of the National Action Plan, with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization as executing agency.
	The main impediment in implementing the Stockholm Convention is the delay in its ratification and entry into force in order to combat the problem of persistent organic pollutants and develop a more rational approach to managing toxic and hazardous waste and reduce the threat posed by these substances.

In the particular case of Mexico, only three of the persistent organic pollutants listed in the Convention represent a challenge: PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) and dioxins. These substances are the subject of specific activities within the Regional Action Plans of the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission, so our country is already performing specific work to reduce and eliminate them; for PCBs, there is in fact a deadline of 2008 for total elimination from the Mexican market.

Best practices:

Experience in Mexico shows that to fulfill this commitment, the following aspects must be taken into consideration, the need for an effective monitoring system, data on production, consumption, income, and employment generated by persistent organic pollutants.  It is also necessary to evaluate the environmental and health costs associated with their release into the atmosphere and their handling in order to conduct a cost-benefit analysis as a basis for decision-making.  Most importantly, improvements must be made in the regulatory instruments for the prevention and management of risks, as well as mechanisms for the creation of partnerships with the various social sectors that must take part in programs to combat persistent organic pollutants.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Fulfillment of the objectives of the Stockholm Convention will require policies and short-, medium-, and long-term actions on a continuous basis.  In Mexico, The National Action Plan, now in preparation, will determine the activities to be conducted to fulfill the country’s commitments under the Convention.
	
	


Mandate: Support the preparatory process for the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development to review progress achieved in the implementation of the outcome of the UN Conference on Environment and Development, focusing on areas where further efforts are needed to implement Agenda 21 and explore ways to reinvigorate the global commitment to sustainable development;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request the OAS through its General Secretariat, in coordination with other agencies, to organize a meeting at the ministerial level before the end of 2001, to be held in Bolivia on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Santa Cruz de la Sierra Summit of 1996, and present contributions to the Rio+10 Summit in 2002, recognizing that by its nature, sustainable development has long-term goals that require the countries of the Hemisphere to act in concert in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Request the United Nations Environment Program (UNP) and PAHO to support the convening of a regional meeting between Ministers responsible for the Environment and Ministers of Health to take stock of progress achieved, to identify priority areas for renewed emphasis and cooperative initiatives, and to explore ways of  moving forward in the Americas and globally, with a view to contributing to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, recognizing the links between the environment and human health;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Resolve, as parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to pursue its objectives in accordance with its provisions and to address the issue of climate change as a priority for action, working constructively through international processes in order to make the necessary progress to ensure a sound and effective response to climate change; recognize the vulnerabilities in all our countries, in particular of Small Island Developing States and low‑lying coastal states, and the need to support the conduct of vulnerability assessments, the development and implementation of adaptation strategies, capacity building and technology transfer;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico has cooperated closely on the issue of climate change with the United States and Canada through the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission.  This cooperation has led to several studies with participants from the three countries, analyzing options to mitigate climate change and its effects.

Our country has also participated actively in the activities of the Inter-American Institute for global change research (IAI).
	Mexico has participated in meetings, activities, and the review of documents of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development on the issue of climate change.

Our country has also taken part in workshops, expert groups, meetings, and the preparation and review of reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
	Mexico signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change on 13 June 1992 and ratified it on 11 March 1993.  It also signed the Kyoto Protocol of 9 June 1998 and ratified it on 7 September 2000.

Mexico presented its first National Communication in 1997 during the third conference of parties (COP); and the second in 2001, for the seventh COP.
	Annual contributions to the Framework Convention on Climate Change represent the main budgetary implication for the country in this area.  These contributions will be covered with government funds.
	Obstacles: 

Impediments to implementation of the Convention have arisen mainly in the form of non-compliance by other signatory countries, and in particular the developed countries.  In addition to non-compliance in terms of the reduction of emissions by developed countries to 1990 levels by the year 2000, developed countries have also failed to provide financing for the transfer of technology.

Recommendations and best practices:

Thus far, it must be concluded that the Framework Convention on Climate Change has not been implemented successfully.  This situation was recognized at the first conference of States Parties, leading to the conclusion that the commitments had to be adjusted.  The result was the Kyoto Protocol, which has still not entered into force.  It should be mentioned, however, that the Convention and the Protocol negotiation process have heightened awareness about the problem in civil society, governments, and in particular, the private sector.  The change in the private sector's posture toward climate change and the initiative it has shown throughout the world, may be the best achievement of the Framework Convention to date.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change involves policies and long-term measures that may even be considered permanent because of the very nature of this phenomenon.  Mexico took measures to combat climate change and comply with the Convention shortly after it entered into force.  These measures are documented in the country’s two National Communications, which include the measures and policies implemented and their impact on greenhouse emissions, as well as studies on emissions inventories, scenarios, and mitigation options and studies on the country’s vulnerability to the effects of climate change.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the adoption, implementation and enforcement of national legislation, regulations, standards and policies that provide for high levels of environmental protection, recognizing the right of each country to set its own levels of environmental protection and, to this end, reinforce cooperative partnerships, placing particular emphasis on achieving cleaner air, enhancing access to safe water and sanitation services, and strengthening national and regional capacities for integrated water resources management and for waste management;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission, the following five projects are being conducted: promotion of trinational coordination for the management of air quality; development of technical tools and strategies to improve air quality in North America; Trilateral Initiative to Improve Air Quality; North American Trade and Transportation Corridors; Register of Emissions and Pollutant Transfers in North America; development of capacity to prevent pollution.

SEMARNAT participated in the Meeting of Ministers of the Environment of Central America and the Caribbean, which focused on the subject of integrated water management.
	In order to raise the levels of environmental protection in 2001, the General Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act; the General Wildlife Act; the National Waters Act; and the Forest Act.  Seven new official Mexican standards were published, and in the first quarter of 2002, five more were published.  Several national standards were also revised.

In the area of noise pollution, Mexican official standard NOM-036-SCT3-2002, promulgated in February 2000, establishes the maximum permissible aircraft noise levels.  The standard establishes restrictions for the operation of aircraft, in particular for those with a maximum take-off weight of more than 34,000 kilograms (75,000 pounds) and does not permit the incorporation of such aircraft into the national fleet.  However, aircraft already part of the national air fleet at the time the standard entered into force would be allowed to operate until December 2004.

With respect to gas emissions, there is a draft official Mexican standard to be considered by the Standardization Committee for publication in the Official Journal of the Federation.  The current standard and the proposal mentioned are grounded in Annex 16 of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 
	1,064,000 Canadian dollars are budgeted for the projects to be conducted within the framework of the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission.
	Considerable assistance was provided for the issuance of the noise regulation by the joint work conducted with national operators (the term used by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), i.e. the national airlines, who have supported enactment of this provision based on a cost-benefit analysis.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The noise standard is already in force; the gas emissions standards is still in the process of promulgation for 2003.
	
	


Mandate: Consult and coordinate domestically and regionally, as appropriate, with the aim of ensuring that economic, social and environmental policies are mutually supportive and contribute to sustainable development, building on existing initiatives undertaken by relevant regional and international organizations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The Working Group of Aire de Frontera XXI, one of the nine working groups of the binational program between Mexico and the United States to protect natural resources and the environment, coordinates is activities with other agencies to support the monitoring, prevention, and control of atmospheric pollution, mainly in the sister cities of Tijuana-San Diego; Mexicali-Valle Imperial; Nogales, Agua Prieta-Douglas and Ciudad Juarez, El Paso and Sunland Park (Doña Ana County).

In this last region, it is important to point out that in 1996 a joint consultative committee (CCC) was created to improve air quality in the atmospheric basin of Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua; El Paso, Texas; and Doña Ana County, New Mexico, on which various segments of society are represented for the preparation of recommendations and the establishment of priorities in this area. 
	In order to transfer authority, functions, responsibilities, and resources from the federal government to the states and municipalities, the Congress of the Union reformed the General Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act; the General Wildlife Act; the National Waters Act; the Federal Rights Act; the General National Assets Act; and the Forest Act in 2001.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is in the process of centralizing environmental management on a gradual and selective basis, according to demand and the needs and capacities of the states.  The quality of the management processes to be decentralized will be backed by ISO 9000-2000 certification .
	Through the Environmental Institutional Development Program of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
	Lack of financing.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: By the end of the period 2002-2006 agreements must be signed with all the states.

All processes to be decentralized must be ISO 9000-2000 certified 
	
	


Mandate: Support initiatives such as the Hemispheric Round-table for Cleaner Production in furtherance of our efforts to promote partnerships among government, industry and civil society and advance, as appropriate, the Plans of Action and the Global Cleaner Production Information Network launched at the 2000 Montreal International Pollution Prevention Summit;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and support implementation of priorities for action set out in the Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety at the national level, particularly those aimed at increasing public access to information on toxic substances and at strengthening capacity in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote improved environmental management at the municipal level, including through information exchange among local communities, the development of environmentally sound technology and the promotion of partnerships to facilitate, as appropriate, technology transfer, capacity building, including the strengthening of local institutions and services, and support for initiatives such as the World Bank Clean Air Initiative and IDB programs in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Advance hemispheric conservation of plants, animals and ecosystems through, as appropriate: capacity building, expanding partnership networks and information sharing systems, including the Inter‑American Biodiversity Network; cooperation in the fight against illegal trade in wildlife; strengthening of cooperation arrangements for terrestrial and marine natural protected areas, including adjacent border parks and important areas for shared species; support for regional ecosystem conservation mechanisms; the development of a hemispheric strategy to support the conservation of migratory wildlife throughout the Americas, with the active engagement of civil society; and the promotion the objectives and  the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Mexico participates in the program entitled Areas of importance for the conservation of birds, which arose from a joint idea of the Mexican Section of the International Council for the Preservation of Birds and BirdLife International.  The program began with support from the North American Environmental Cooperation Commission for the purpose of creating a regional network of areas of importance for the conservation of birds.

Mexico's general objective in this area is the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.  It conducts activities in five biological corridors in southeastern Mexico, incorporating biodiversity criteria in decisions on public spending and local planning and development.  This perspective is extended to Central America through the project Mesoamerican Biological Corridor, in which other Central American countries participate.  

The duration of the project is seven years, and the budget includes contributions from the Government of Mexico, The Global Environment Fund (GEF), and other donors.  The executing agency for the project is the National Commission for Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity, and the implementing agency for the GEF is the World Bank.

Mexico has participated in meetings in connection with the Mesoamerican Information System on capital biodiversity in promoting the Global Biodiversity Information Network as a computerized biological information system and for the formal integration of its members.

As a member of the OECD, Mexico has the obligation to prepare biannual progress reports in the area of environmental conservation (environmental performance), and to contribute information to the environmental information compendium.  Material has been provided for this document and Mexico participates in one of the committees responsible for preparation of the progress report on implementation of the OECD recommendations in the area of biodiversity.
	In signing the Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB), our country has undertaken to form part of the global effort to protect habitats, species, and genes, seek sustainable forms for the use of resources, and adapt its policies and government activities to ensure that the benefits obtained from the exploitation of ecosystems, species, and genetic resources will be distributed equitably among local, regional, national, and global societies.

Mexico signed the CDB on 13 June 1992, and the Senate ratified it on 11 March 1993.  The Convention entered into force on 29 December 1993.  The commitments undertaken in the convention will begin to be incorporated into national law and will be used to guide policies in a number of sectors in our country.  Mexico has gone beyond the CDB in recognizing that the equitable distribution of benefits must not be restricted to those derived from the use of genetic resources, but rather from all components of biodiversity.  Within the framework of this Convention, Mexico has favored the process of certification of sustainable production as a means of developing green markets and the recognition of in situ conservation activities, such as traditional knowledge in the selection of animal and plant varieties.

In accordance with the provisions of the CDB, Mexico has presented a Country Study and a National Strategy on Biodiversity in Mexico.  This Strategy has identified four areas of strategic priority for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity: 1.  conservation of biodiversity; 2.  recognition of the value of biological resources; 3.  Enhanced awareness of national biological diversity; 4. sustainable use of national biological resources.
	The annual contributions to the Convention are covered with government funds.
	Obstacles:

The Convention represents the first attempt to address biological diversity from a comprehensive perspective, although unfortunately, without overall qualitative goals.  This has led to a significant degree of inefficiency and fragmentation.  

There has been no real evaluation of progress in implementing the Convention, and numerous items have been raised by the parties at each conference without any prioritization.

Recommendations and best practices:

Within the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity general quantitative targets and voluntary national targets for the conservation of species and ecosystems is required to guide the world effort in the same direction.  The Strategic Plan for the Convention should include such issues as: financial resource transfers, development of capacity, strengthening of participation by local communities, and the reconciliation of conservation with the use of biodiversity.  There is also a need to widen the benefits derived from the use of all components of biodiversity, not only genetic resources.

It is also indispensable to achieve synergy between the objectives of the conventions on climate change, biological diversity, desertification, International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, and the Convention on Wetlands (the Ramsar Convention).  Mexico maintains its commitment to the preparation of an intersectoral action plan for the conservation of biodiversity, derived from the National Strategy, specifying the instruments, resources, and time needed to have an impact on the conservation of biodiversity, as part of the Programmatic Framework for Biodiversity.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  In the medium-term, Mexico will work in pursuit of an overall objective in the area of conservation that can be expressed in quantitative terms for each of the areas of conservation concerned, such as representative ecosystems, genums, species, populations, or genes.  This will in turn permit the establishment of temporal objectives and the levels of scientific, technological, and financial effort required to accomplish them.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the adoption of concrete and urgent actions towards the implementation of sustainable forest management; promote policies, practices, incentives and investment in support of sustainable forest management, building on existing hemispheric initiatives and cooperation, as well as support the UN Forum on Forests and its program of work;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In order to be able to report on progress made by our country in the area of sustainable forestry, Mexico signed the Santiago Declaration in 1995 and joined with the member countries of the Montreal Process, whose purpose is to apply the criteria and indicators for sustainability in forest management in our ecosystems.  In order to prepare and present a national report on these criteria and indicators in 2003, a National Technical Advisory Committee was established, composed of 10 national institutions concerned with natural resource management.  This Committee will be responsible for preparing and validating our country's report on Sustainable Forest Management.

These activities contribute to fulfillment of the commitments in the area of monitoring, evaluation, and reporting established in the United Nations Forum on Forests 2001-2002, which will provide information and statistics to the national and international community on vegetation in our country, the volume of our forest ecosystems, and related environmental information.
	Within the framework of the FAO, Mexico participates in the North American Commission on Forests and the Latin American and Caribbean Commission on Forests.  The North American Commission on Forests conducts activities through seven working groups on: forest fire management; forest monitoring, evaluation and inventory; silviculture; genetic forest resources; forest pests and diseases; forest products; and forests and atmospheric change.

Within the framework of the North American and Caribbean Forest Commission, Mexico participates in cooperation networks on agroforestry, watersheds, and forest energy.


	The objective of the long-term Forest Program 2000-2025 is to ensure sustainable forest planning for all types of forests or forest ecosystems in our country.  Official Mexican standards have been established to regulate activities with respect to forest fires, transportation of forest products, and forest health.  The Forest Act and its implementing regulations focus in particular on sustainable forest development.  A proposal has been submitted to improve the Forest Act and align it with the priority the Federal Government has assigned to forests and water as matters of national security.

Creation of the National Forest Commission has without question been the government's most salient initiative in this area, leading to a fivefold increase in the federal budget allocated to the Forest sector.  The National Forest Commission has three programs to promote and encourage forest activities: 1. The National Forest Development Program, whose objective is to provide owners of forest resources with the financing needed to develop management plans, pay for technical services, receive training, and strengthen their forest management capacities.   2. Program for the Development of Commercial Growing Areas, whose purpose is to encourage the establishment of commercial forest growing areas, capitalizing on the comparative advantages offered by geo-ecological conditions in our country; and 3.  National Reforestation Program, whose objective is to mobilize national resources to protect and recover land areas subject to the deterioration or loss of plant cover and deforestation.

At the central level, SEMARNAT conducts policies and programs to protect the forest frontier and counteract adverse incentives through programs and projects to manage forest terrain and promote productive reconversion.
	The most important source of financing for the forest sector is the federal government.  However, Mexico has received financial support in recent years, mainly from the government of Finland; the Inter-American Development Bank for the formulation of the 2000-2025 Forest Program; the World Bank, for the Forest Conservation and Management project being conducted in the state of Oaxaca; the Japanese Agency for International Cooperation, for the Forest Development Program in the state of Oaxaca; the United States Forest service, for the Forest Protection Cooperation Programs; and the Forest Service of Canada, for the detection of forest fires.
	The transfer of government functions in the area of forest management to three different federal agencies (the National Forest Commission, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and the National Institute for Forest, Agricultural, and Fisheries Research), will delay initial coordination, but should be resolved in the near future.

The difficulty of instilling a forest conservation culture among the population, and the lack of forest growers, will tend to constrain progress toward the socioeconomic goals established for the sector.

Recommendations and best practices:

The formulation and execution of plans and projects engaging the participation of different sectors of the population involved in forest activities has unquestionably been a positive factor.  An example is the Forest Management and Cooperation Project and the Forest Development Program, financed by the Japanese Agency for International Cooperation.

The establishment of projects with objectives, targets, and timetables for compliance is a very useful tool, especially when defined by executors that would not otherwise fulfill the commitments. 

Internally, it is necessary to clearly indicate who is responsible for fulfilling which commitments.  Follow-up mechanisms, such as regular reports or meetings, are fundamental for detecting deviations from established obligations.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Our country's long-term Forest Program has a horizon of 25 years.  The sectoral program 2001-2006 establishes short- and medium-term goals and activities.  Based on the determination of the current administration to consider forests a matter of national security, activities have been strengthened and policies adopted in 2001 that attest to the priority assigned by our country to forest resources.  Implementation of the Forest Program, creation of the National Forest Commission, and the allocation of fiscal resources to that program are examples of concrete steps that are having a strong impact on the sector.

The Federal Government has undertaken to improve transparency in this area and to report on progress relative to substantive indicators for the sustainable development of forest ecosystems.
	
	


Mandate: Reaffirm our commitment to advancing environmental stewardship in the area of energy by advancing policies, practices, transference of and access to technologies, that are economically efficient and take the environmental impacts of energy development and use into account; and endorse and support the work of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the development of environmentally sound exploitation and management of minerals and metals, recognizing the importance of the social and economic dimensions of the activities of the mining sector, and support the work of regional and international fora in this area;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


10. Agriculture Management and Rural Development

Mandate: Promote dialogue involving government ministers, parliamentarians and civil society, in particular organizations linked to rural areas as well as the scientific and academic communities, with the objective of promoting medium and long-term national strategies toward sustainable improvement in agriculture and rural life;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Based on analysis, a process of dialogue and consensus-building among stakeholders in the agricultural sector, as well as a 2001 consultation with national leaders in the agricultural sector, Mexico presented its position to the GRIC on Agriculture with respect to the improvement of agriculture and rural life, as input for the Declaration and Action Plan adopted at the meeting of the Inter-American Council on Agriculture (JIA), held in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, in November 2001.

Mexico's Department of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Rural Development, Fisheries, and Food Production signed the Declaration of Punta Cana for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas, together with the member countries of the Inter-American Council on Agriculture, reiterating the firm commitment of the Heads of State and Government to the mandate to promote joint action among all agricultural stakeholders to improve agriculture and rural life. 
	
	Pursuant to the mandate to promote dialogue among government ministers, parliamentarians, and civil society, with a view to promoting national strategies and conducting joint action, Mexico's input to the Ministerial Declaration and Action Plan for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life, strengthened the analysis, dialogue and consensus building process conducted among all agribusiness stakeholders, as well as the 2001 consultation with national leaders, for the purpose of providing a strategic basis for action in response to current and future developments in this area. 
	
	The Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Cooperation must provide the support necessary to enable countries to fulfill commitments under the Declaration and Plan of Action and to follow up on the measures taken, facilitating the exchange of information as necessary.

	Timeline: Mexico is working with the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Cooperation to implement the mandates of the aforementioned Declaration and corresponding Plan of Action.
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: Mexico is working with the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Cooperation to implement the mandates of the aforementioned Declaration and corresponding Plan of Action.
	
	


Mandate: Support national efforts to strengthen rural enterprises, in particular small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises and promote, where appropriate, a favorable environment for agri‑business; encourage, in a complementary manner, the training of small- and medium-sized rural entrepreneurs as well as the modernization of training institutions in this field;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage the development of markets in the Hemisphere for goods obtained through the sustainable use of natural resources;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strive to facilitate access to markets for those goods derived from alternative development programs implemented in countries engaged in the substitution of illicit crops;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Instruct the Ministers of Agriculture, during the next meeting of the Inter‑American Board of Agriculture, to promote, in cooperation with the Inter‑American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), joint action by all the actors of the agricultural sector to work towards the improvement of agricultural and rural life that enables the implementation of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


11. Labor and Employment

Mandate: In order to advance our commitment to create greater employment opportunities, improve the skills of workers and improve working conditions throughout the Hemisphere, we recognize the need to address, in the relevant hemispheric and international fora, issues of globalization related to employment and labor.

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Reaffirm the fundamental importance of the Inter‑American Conference of Ministers of Labor, welcome the progress made through its Plan of Action adopted in 1998, support the preparatory process for the Twelfth Conference in 2001 (http://www.xii-iacml.org) and direct Ministers to build upon the Viña del Mar Declaration which focused on the social dimensions of globalization and the modernization of Labor Ministries, by collaborating in the examination of the labor dimension of the Summit of the Americas process, in order to identify areas of agreement and issues where further work needs to be done;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Active participation by the Department of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico in the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IAMCL), the intergovernmental body concerned with the labor situation in the Hemisphere and the formulation of policies for regional cooperation on social-labor issues.  The Twelfth IAMCL was held in Ottawa, Canada, on 17-19 October 2001.

The STPS delegation participating in the Twelfth IAMCL was headed by the Secretary, Carlos María Abascal.  The Declaration and Plan of Action of Ottawa were approved by consensus and in accordance with the Declaration of Québec.  This was the first hemispheric ministerial meeting held since the Third Summit of the Americas.

At the Ottawa meeting, Mexico was elected co-vice president of Working Group 1 on "the Labor Dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process".  Mexico also participates in Working Group 2 on "Development of the Capacity of Ministries of Labor".

During the Twelfth Meeting of IAMCL, the Secretary, Carlos Abascal, emphasized the need to consider the following three aspects in designing the labor mechanism for the Free Trade Area of the Americas: respect for procedures and domestic requirements in each country; efforts to promote the creation of hemispheric cohesion funds; and analysis and decision-making based on empirical information.
	
	
	The Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.  The United States will continue to support the International Labor Organization-Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (ILO-IAMCL) project.  The project will promote support for the Pro Tempore President and working groups for the preparation of technical documents and projects identified by both working groups, and other activities directly.  The modality and amount of funds will be specified at a future time.  The ILO-IAMCL project will support the working groups with technical inputs and will facilitate a meeting with the IDB.

Canada will provide a contribution of 1.2 million Canadian dollars for the Twelfth IAMCL in two years.  These funds will be used to cover the work of the Secretariat and President Pro Tempore, support the activities of the working groups, in terms of interpretation services, and, if possible, in terms of translation services, limited attendance by countries to the meetings, and maintenance of the Internet site www.xii-ciamt.org.

Brazil will provide resources for the Technical Preparatory Meeting for the Thirteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, in Brasilia, on 23-25 July 2003.  Brazil will also cover costs not covered by the OAS for the Thirteenth IAMCL in Rio De Janeiro on 29-31 October 2003.
	Obstacles:

Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.  The main obstacle is the need for financing to carry out the proposed activities.

Recommendations and best practices:

Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.  Mexico agrees to organize work within the structure of a Troika composed of the President of the last Conference (Chile), the President of the Twelfth Conference (Canada) and the President of the Thirteenth Conference (Brazil).



	Timeline:  The Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.  The process began in October 2001 and a timetable of activities through the year 2003 is in place.
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Respect the International Labor Organization (ILO) Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow‑Up, adopted in 1998, adopt and implement legislation and policies that provide for the effective application of core labor standards as recognized by the ILO and consider the ratification and implementation of fundamental ILO Conventions;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Government of Mexico has ratified fundamental agreements 29, 87, 100, 105, 111, and 182.  Mexico rejects any form of forced or compulsory labor, which is not permitted in any state of the Mexican Republic.  No judicial rulings or inspection reports have been issued to date in this area.  Information has been disseminated to the public through various media on the rights and obligations of workers and employers.  Information provided on the Internet has facilitated public access to information on labor unions currently established in the country and their representatives.  This mechanism has also been adopted by a number of states in the Mexican Republic.  Labor unions strive to promote awareness among their members about their rights as union members and provide courses concerning their organization and applicable labor laws.  Information has also been provided through all available media to workers and employers on the principles and rights of freedom of association, freedom to form unions and freedom to engage in collective bargaining.  The principal of equal pay for equal work is also enshrined in the Mexican legal system, as well as the principal of freedom to work and practice an occupation, under which no person can be prevented from legally practicing a chosen profession, trade, business, or other form of work. 
	
	ILO Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up.  The existence of different legal frameworks and practices in each country is an impediment to standardizing and fully guaranteeing fundamental labor principles.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Consult and coordinate, domestically and regionally in the appropriate fora, with a view to contributing to raising the living standards and improving the working conditions of all people in the Americas; create a process for improved collaboration and coordination on the labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas process between Labor Ministries and other appropriate ministries and key international institutions within the Americas that have a critical role to play in the improvement of labor conditions, in particular the OAS, the ILO, ECLAC, as well as the IDB and the World Bank;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Pursuant to the promotional character of the ILO Declaration of 1998, Mexico has participated in the Tripartite Subregional Seminar and the ILO Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow‑Up (Mexico, 26-28 April 2000) and the Tripartite Subregional Seminar on follow-up to the ILO Declaration and application of the concept of decent work (Guatemala, 21-23 November 2001).
	
	
	Obstacles:

Progress in implementing the fundamental conventions of the International Labor Organization is constrained by the lack of financing for large-scale events at the world, hemispheric, regional, and national levels.

Recommendations and best practices:

Participation in the various events to promote fundamental labor principles and rights has improved knowledge about the ILO Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up, and has strengthened the position of the Government of Mexico in the various international fora.  This position helps to promote respect for these principles and worker rights.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop new mechanisms to increase the effectiveness of projects and other technical assistance designed to build the capacity of smaller economies and their institutions to effectively implement labor laws and standards and to foster equality of opportunity with respect to gender, among others, in strategies to promote employment, training, life‑long learning and human resource development programs with the objective of promoting access to more and better employment in the new economy;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Signature in Mexico City on 23 November 2002 of the Operative Agreement between the Department of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico and the Council of Ministers of Labor of Central America, Belize, Panama, and the Dominican Republic.

The Operative Agreement, an effort to strengthen the labor relations between Mexico and these eight nations through technical cooperation, is a clear indication of our determination to promote the changes required by the globalization process.  It includes cooperation activities with respect to the comparability of market indicators; standards for the certification of employment qualifications; worker health; cooperation between labor unions, employers, and government; and development of best practices to raise the levels of quality, training, and productivity.
	
	Cooperation mechanisms.  Interested multilateral financial organizations and agencies in the region will be approached to obtain resources for the Operating Agreement between the Department of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico and the Council of Ministers and Labor of Central America, Belize, Panama, and the Dominican Republic.  The agencies to be approached will include the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the IDB, PAHO, and other financial support agencies that may be able to provide assistance for successful implementation of projects to promote sustainable development and free trade among the participating countries.
	Obstacles:

Cooperation mechanisms.  The main obstacle to implementation of the operating agreement between the Department of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico and the Council of Ministers of Labor of Central America, Belize, Panama, and the Dominican Republic is the need for financing to carry out the activities proposed.  In order for effective work to take place, the particular characteristics of each country and rapid growth in the informal sector are making it difficult to establish an employment strategy fully guaranteeing fundamental conditions and rights for workers.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Cooperation mechanisms.  The Operative Agreement between the Department of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico and the Council of Ministers of Labor of Central America, Belize, Panama, and the Dominican Republic was signed on 23 November 2002 in Mexico City and will be implemented over a period of 12 months.
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen the capacity of the Ministers of Labor to develop and implement effective labor and labor market policies; collaborate with employers and labor organizations to develop and generate information on labor markets; participate in dialogue, tripartite consultations and dispute resolution strategies; and adopt ongoing strategies and programs as a core element for professional development in the labor market;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	New Labor Culture in Mexico.  Given current national and global labor realities, the strategy of Mexico's National Development Plan (PND) 2001-2006 for the next five years is to "promote the New Labor Culture (NCL) and reform of the labor framework to expand opportunities for worker development, with emphasis on vulnerable groups, particularly those excluded from the development process".

The Council for Dialogue with the Productive Sectors was established in February 2001 as a permanent body for consultation, participation, and cooperation in the pursuit of growth with quality and sustained and sustainable development, with a commitment to promoting a labor culture based on dialogue, coordinated decision-making, and joint effort among labor organizations, employers, and government authorities, to enhance the competitiveness and profitability of productive centers.

This body for consultation and coordination is committed to promoting economic activities with a social dimension through dialogue and cooperation, with the responsible participation of labor and employer organizations, educational institutions, and government authorities.  Efforts are being made to build the New Labor Culture to achieve sustained national economic development and growth with quality, helping to permanently raise the living standards of all Mexicans, and in particular the poorest among them, within a framework of social justice and the rule of law.

From May 2001 to January 2002, the Council for Dialogue met on seven occasions.  The discussions covered such issues as: strengthening of the economy; the reform of active employment policies; measures in respect of inflation, salaries, productivity, and employment; the national strategy for micro-regions; support for sectors such as agriculture, industrial assembly, tourism, telecommunications, and aviation; the fight against corruption; and social housing.

The Program in Support of Training and Employment 2002 “Chambeando”.  The world economic recession had a negative impact on employment in Mexico.  The challenge is to generate sufficient formal employment and promote an environment conducive to the creation and distribution of wealth.  

The “Chambeando” program to support training and employment has three components:

· Products linking labor supply and demand.

· Training.

· The reduction of marginalization and extreme poverty.
	Labor policies and employment markets.  The activities programmed are executed with funds from the federal budget authorized for the Department of Labor and Social Welfare each year by the Congress of the Union of Mexico.
	Recommendations and best practices:

Labor policies and employment markets.  The Council for Dialogue with the Productive Sectors has proven an effective body for inclusive consultation, participation, and cooperation for growth with quality and sustained and sustainable development, with the commitment to promote a labor culture based on dialogue, concerted coordination, and joint efforts by labor unions, employers, and government authorities in pursuit of competitive and profitable productive centers.  Mechanisms for concerted coordination, permanent consultation, and participation with the productive sectors have been strengthened, for instance in the case of the newly created Council for Dialogue with the Productive Sectors, which works to promote growth with quality and sustained and sustainable development; promote a new labor culture based on dialogue, concerted coordination, and joint efforts between labor organizations, employers, and government authorities in pursuit of worker welfare and competitive and profitable businesses and productive centers, with a distributive orientation.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Continue to work towards the elimination of child labor, and as a priority, promote the hemispheric ratification and implementation of the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 182), work to bring national laws, regulations and policies into conformity with this Convention, and take immediate action to eliminate the worst forms of child labor;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Government of Mexico ratified Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor and their elimination on 30 June 2000.  In tandem with ratification of the Convention, various measures have been taken in the area of child labor, including creation of the National Council for Children and Adolescents and National Coordination against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.  Both of these mechanisms are designed to address the worst forms of child labor through an overall strategy involving the productive sectors and civil society.

Reforms have been made to the Federal Penal Code and the Federal Code of Penal Procedures with respect to the corruption of minors and child pornography, establishing the severest punishment for persons committing such crimes.  Studies have been conducted to learn more about the problem and have served as a tool for the design of strategies and measures to help child victims of sexual exploitation.  An information system has also been established to detect exploitation networks on the Internet, support the investigation of complaints at the national level, and develop a database on sexual exploiters and pedophiles.  Information and awareness campaigns have been launched, such as the National Campaign against Child Prostitution and Pornography.  There are also plans to develop models for the care, recuperation, and social reintegration of child victims of sexual exploitation, and numerous national and state programs have been launched, such as the program of prevention, assistance, deterrence, and eradication in respect of marginal urban child labor.
	
	Obstacles:

Elimination of child labor.  The main problem encountered is financial in nature, since in most cases activities to promote Convention 182 must be conducted at three levels of government: federal, state, and municipal.  There is also a financing problems in terms of conducting studies to understand the child labor situation in Mexico and develop policies to discourage this type of work.

Recommendations and best practices:

Elimination of child labor.  The organization of national and state seminars has helped to sensitize and motivate stakeholders to create an institutional partnership defining activities to combat child labor and eradicate its worst forms; conduct a diagnostic assessment of the problem; encourage the creation of a national policy, institutional mechanisms and awareness campaigns; promote and apply child protection laws; conduct direct action programs; and share information on successful experiences.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and protect the rights of all workers, in particular those of working women, and take action to remove structural and legal barriers as well as stereotypical attitudes to gender equality at work, addressing, inter alia, gender bias in recruitment; working conditions; occupational discrimination and harassment; discrimination in social protection benefits; women’s occupational health and safety; and unequal career opportunities and pay;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Ensure free access for women to full participation in the structures of power and decision-making on an equal footing with men.

In late 2001, instruction was provided to all senior division managers of the Federal Executive Branch on the need to ensure that Mexican women as well as men have equal employment opportunities in the context of personnel recruitment and selection to occupy positions of public service.  Vacancy notices must therefore contain no reference to the sex of the prospective occupant.

In addition, candidates for positions in the federal public administration must not be required to undergo any medical examination to test for pregnancy or to certify nonpregnancy.

An international forum was held on "Working Women in the 21st Century.  Challenges and Family" to analyze various issues faced by working women, which resulted in the identification of significant areas of work for INMUJERES.  Some of the issues covered were: the participation of women in labor markets; financial support for their integration into the workforce; modalities for facilitating their entry into the workforce; the implications of work for urban, rural, indigenous, and migrant women; the impact of female labor in the context of globalization; modalities for promoting health; and institutional childcare models for the children of working women.

In September 2001, a cooperation agreement was signed between INMUJERES and the National Fund for Worker Housing (INFONAVIT), under which, among other activities, an initial course to train women for the construction industry was conducted in the state of Vercruz, as part of an effort to open nontraditional employment niches for women in lawn care, tilelaying, painting, electricity, and plumbing.

INMUJERES projects for 2002 include activities to incorporate a gender perspective in the employment training program of the Department of Labor and Social Welfare, and we can mention the proposal by INMUJERES in the "National Consultation to Modernize the Federal Labor Act", based on PROEQUIDAD and on the synthesis of proposals made in the context of the consultation fora. 
	 
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


12. Growth with Equity

Development Financing

Mandate: Acknowledge the need for development financing, including aid from bilateral donors and lending from the MDBs on appropriate terms, and commit to support our Finance Ministers and the MDBs in promoting policies to develop and maintain access to international capital markets to finance our sustainable development efforts, recognizing that debt servicing constitutes a major constraint on investment for many countries in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The Government of Mexico has established various mechanisms for financial cooperation in support of social development in the Central American and Caribbean countries, such as the Energy Cooperation Program for the Countries of Central America and the Caribbean (Agreement of San José) and the Integral Financing Program for Trade with Central America.

Under the Agreement of San José, signed by Mexico and Venezuela on 3 August 1980, the Government of Mexico ensures oil supplies to the beneficiary countries (Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic) and provides financing for the execution of development and regional integration studies and projects in the participating countries, and for the execution of studies and projects for investment in Mexico by the private sector of the participating countries.

Through the Integral Financing Program for Trade with Central America, the Government of Mexico provides financing for exports and imports between Mexico and Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama, as well as working capital for pre-export operations for products produced for the Mexican market through a revolving credit line of US$65 million.  It is important to note that this program is an ideal complement to the free trade agreements signed with the countries of Central America, providing an agile financial incentive for increasing trade flows in both directions between Mexico and the Central American countries, which will help to increase the integration of Mexico with the region.

With respect to the Caribbean region in particular, Mexico joined the Caribbean Development Bank in November 1982 in order to support the economic and social development of its borrowing countries and participate actively in the design and application of the Bank’s financial policies for this region.  3,118 shares have been underwritten to date, with a total value of US$25.08 million, accounting for 2.89 percent of total shares.  US$5.57 million has been contributed to paid-in capital and the rest consists of callable capital.

Mexico has also allocated US$2.266 million for technical cooperation in the framework of the BDC, which has been carried out on the basis of programs coordinated with the University of the West Indies and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).  This year, the Government of Mexico expects to launch the first phase of cooperation with Belize in the area of Customs and to conduct a seminar on fiscal matters for officials in the member countries of CARICOM.  It should be noted that the President of Mexico, Vicente Fox, undertook to double support for the fourth program in the framework of cooperation with CARICOM, which will be carried out during the period 2002-2003.
	To promote the fight against poverty, achieve sustainable development, and advance toward a more inclusive and equitable global economic system, the United Nations convened the world community to an International Conference on Development Financing.  Mexico hosted this meeting, which was held on 18-22 March 2002 in Monterey.  As part of the preparations for this Conference, our country took an active part in defining the agenda and organizing various national and international meetings to move discussions forward on issues related to development financing.

With respect to the issue of debt service as an obstacle to investment in many countries in the Hemisphere, Mexico has committed US$22.8 million in resources for Honduras and US$14 million for Nicaragua, to support these countries in their efforts to finance reconstruction projects in the wake of Hurricane Mitch, under highly concessional terms and conditions.  Disbursement of the resources is planned for 2002 and 2003.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Enabling Economic Environment

Mandate: Design and implement, with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as appropriate, as well as the ILO, building upon the work begun in regional and sub‑regional programs after the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas, legislation, policies and regulations that reduce startup costs, support the creation of new financial products for lower‑income groups and youth, foster the development of credit unions, community finance institutions and supporting institutions such as credit bureaus and create conditions that encourage commercial banks and other appropriate financial institutions to broaden their client base to include more micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises and strengthen the capacities of micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprise development agencies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The President of Mexico, Vicente Fox, presented the New Distributive System of Public Finance in April 2001, and Congress approved it late that same year.  Its purpose is to promote economic growth with quality for all, depend less on national indebtedness, strengthen legal security for the taxpayer, promote a solid financial system for development financing, and strengthen budgetary transparency.

The New Distributive System of Public Finance consists of:

a. Budget reform, to increase the transparency and efficiency of public spending.  Rules are proposed to require the Federal Government to introduced changes in the quantity, quality, timeliness, classification, and detail of information generated, particularly with respect to the budget.

b. Financial reform, to achieve an effective financial system.  National savings are promoted and resources are channeled to productive human and social development, guaranteeing the solidity and stability of the financial system.

c. New distributive tax system, to make taxation more efficient, equitable, modern, and competitive.  This will generate sufficient resources to promote social and human development for the Mexican people, allocating more funds to education, health, the fight against poverty, Social Security, public security, and infrastructure.

To promote banking operations for the social sector, the National Development Plan 2001-2006 includes provisions on a government strategy for the restructuring and supervision of the popular savings and loan sector.  In pursuit of this objective, the government has recently taken the following steps:

· Approval of the Popular Savings and Loan Act by the Congress on 17 April 2001.  This law was designed as a response to the need for a legal structure to efficiently regulate, promote, and facilitate service and activities in connection with deposit taking, lending, and other services for the popular sector.

· Creation of the National Savings and Financial Services Bank, a development banking institution whose purpose is to attend to the needs of integration agencies and popular savings and loan entities regulated by the Popular Savings and Loan Act.

Within the framework of Mexico's participation as headquarters for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Mechanism (APEC) in 2002, the Department of Public Finance and Credit presented an initiative on the development, regulation, and supervision of intermediaries for popular banking activities.  As part of this initiative, a comparative study will be conducted on the experience of economies in the region with the development and supervision of micro-banks, and a symposium will be held on the subject on 25-26 July 2002.  Although this initiative was promoted from another forum, the major economies of the American Hemisphere with ties to the Pacific Basin, i.e. the United States, Canada, Mexico, Chile, and Peru, will participate.  Representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank will also participate in order to strengthen knowledge on the issue of micro-banking in the Americas.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Provide and improve where necessary, both in rural and urban areas, access to quality information systems for micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises through the creation of non‑discriminatory mechanisms with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as appropriate, as well as ECLAC, and establish programs aimed at promoting the use of computers and the Internet, based on public and private sector partnership, to gain greater access to information technology, to credit and markets and to instruments designed to assist them in all these areas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support and encourage, with the cooperation of the IDB and other donors as appropriate, the formation of business incubators, associative networks, joint projects, national competitiveness programs, credit unions and complementary agreements among micro, small‑ and medium‑sized enterprises as part of a broader strategy allowing them to share best practices, to improve access to information, credit and adequate marketing systems and to break prevailing situations of isolation;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Increase access to opportunities for sustainable entrepreneurship, productivity and employment among young people;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Improve, as appropriate, social safety nets at the national and regional levels to stabilize individual and household income and consumption by such means as stabilization funds, micro‑credit schemes, crop insurance programs, job retraining and training in vocational, entrepreneurial and business skills, with the involvement of the MDBs and development agencies as well as non‑governmental and community-based organizations and to establish regional networks to share best practices and experiences;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote, in cooperation with the CIM, IICA, other appropriate inter‑American institutions and the World Bank, improved market access for disadvantaged entrepreneurs, particularly women, youth, persons with disabilities, indigenous and rural populations, by developing programs that generate local employment and provide training, retraining and life‑long learning, particularly in new technologies, and affordable services in business management, product development, financing, production and quality control, marketing and the legal aspects of business; by establishing outreach programs to inform low‑income and poor populations, particularly in rural and remote areas, of opportunities for market and technology access and by providing assistance, monitoring,  mentoring , advisory and other support services to enable these groups to take advantage of such opportunities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Migration

Mandate: Support initiatives designed to strengthen linkages among migrant communities abroad and their places of origin and promote cooperative mechanisms that simplify and speed up the transfer of migrant remittances and substantially reduce the costs of sending them;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support voluntary initiatives designed by communities or individuals for the use of funds in investment and productive projects benefitting the general welfare in communities of origin;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the discussion of the migration phenomenon at the hemispheric level with due regard for its multi-dimensional nature and regional differences and, in so doing, consider the inclusion of the topic of migration in discussions on trade and economic integration;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support programs of cooperation in immigration procedures for cross‑border labor markets and the migration of workers, both in countries of origin and destination, as a means to enhance economic growth in full cognizance of the role that cooperation in education and training can play in mitigating any adverse consequences of the movement of human capital from smaller and less developed states;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Mexico-Canada Temporary Farm Workers Program: follow-up is provided in connection with the various commitments and agreements between Mexico and Canada with respect to migration within the framework of this Program.  In February, the National Migration Institute attended this program’s Annual Intergovernmental Evaluation Meeting in Ottawa.

Binational Mexico-Guatemala Commission: The Program of Legal-Migratory Security Documentation for Guatemalan Workers was created for the purpose of administering the Migration Form for Visiting Farm Workers (FMVA), which authorizes the entry and establishes the activities to be conducted by Guatemalan farm workers classified as nonimmigrant visitors (article 42 (III) of the General Population Act).

The forms are issued at all points of entry into the state of Chiapas.   No fees are required and persons holding this form can remain in that state for up to one year with the right to multiple entries and departures during their stay.  It also authorizes freedom of transit only within the state of Chiapas.

The issuance of a visiting farm worker migration identification form, with electronic controls for use with optical readers to be installed at points of entry, has been proposed.

These actions show the determination of our country to treat Guatemalan workers with dignity and respect for labor laws and human rights, which will provide a stronger basis for requiring equal treatment of Mexican workers abroad.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strive to ensure that migrants have access to basic social services, consistent with each country's internal legal framework;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Create and harmonize statistical information systems and foster the sharing of information and best practices through the use of new information and communications technologies, with the aim of promoting the modernization of migration management;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility

Mandate: Continue and deepen progress toward implementation of the agenda for improving property registration established at the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas with particular emphasis on regularizing informal property rights, in accordance with national legislation, to ensure that all valid property rights are formally recognized, that disputes are resolved, and that modern legal frameworks to legitimize property records and encourage marketable property titles are adopted; and that these actions include the formulation of institutional, political and regulatory reforms that would facilitate the use of property registration as a mechanism to enable property owners to access credit and allow commercial banks and MDBs to expand their customer base among lower income sectors; promote greater cooperation and exchange of information and technology to modernize the systems of registry and cadastre in the Hemisphere, and also request multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions to continue supporting and strengthening, in a complementary manner, their financial and technical assistance programs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support, in cooperation with ECLAC and the World Bank, research at the hemispheric level to generate disaggregated data on the differential impact of economic policies and processes on women and men, rural and urban populations, indigenous and non‑indigenous, and communities of high or low social mobility, and on their respective participation in economic growth;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote recognition of the social and economic contribution made by the unpaid work performed by women predominantly in the home, and consider providing innovative social safety nets in conformity with national law;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote greater recognition of the economic contribution of women's activities in the subsistence and informal sectors and provide, through the international and regional MDBs and the donor community, necessary assistance to communities participating in such activities, giving greater awareness at the national level to gender issues in macro‑economic planning and policy-making;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Cooperate and promote dialogue on forced displacement, geared toward the improvement of the attention given to populations displaced by violence, taking into account the problems that these populations face; and harmonize national legislation in accordance with rules and standards of international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Convention of 1951;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Invite the IACHR and its Special Rapporteur on Internally Displaced Persons to continue to monitor and report on situations of forced displacement with a view to promoting durable solutions aimed at addressing the root causes of such phenomena;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


13. Education

Mandate: Entrust the OAS to organize, within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a meeting of Ministers of Education in Uruguay, to be held before the end of 2001, with a mandate to: 

· identify and set up appropriate hemispheric mechanisms to ensure the implementation of the education initiatives in this Plan of Action  and to continue to promote actions on priorities identified in previous Summits based on a careful evaluation of our collective achievements in this area;

· establish time lines and benchmarks for follow-up on the implementation of our commitments in education; 

· establish, in light of the fundamental importance of mobilizing resources to support sustained investment in education at all levels, a cooperative mechanism to promote the development of productive partnerships among governments and with regional and international organizations and the MDBs; 

· promote the participation of and dialogue with relevant civil society organizations to strengthen partnerships between the public sector and other sectors of our societies in implementing this Plan of Action;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Formulate and implement policies, within the framework of a strategy for resolving social inequalities, to promote access to quality basic education for all, including early childhood and adult education, particularly to promote literacy, while providing for alternative methods that meet the needs of disadvantaged segments of the population or of those excluded from formal education systems, in particular girls, minorities, indigenous, and children with special education needs; share information and successful experiences in encouraging educational participation and addressing student retention within certain groups, especially boys -in particular in the Caribbean countries - whose drop-out rate at the secondary level is high in certain regions;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	"The integration of minors with disabilities in regular school" project has been implemented within the framework of the CIDI Partnership program since 1998, with the participation of seven countries in the Hemisphere: Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Peru, and Uruguay.  The participating countries have reached a consensus on the preparation of support materials for teachers in the classroom.
	
	Special education in Mexico project.  In recent years, efforts have been made to meet demand in terms of children with special needs, with or without disabilities, through Regular Education Support Service Units and Multiple Assistance Centers.  Also worthy of note is the Special Education Network, which receives support from the Federative Entities in conducting various activities to promote and reorient educational integration for school-age children requiring it.
	Funds will be provided to the project "Integration of Minors with Disabilities in Regular School" by the OAS/CIDI Partnership Program.
	

	Timeline:  The results of this project tend to be implemented on a permanent basis, and will be evaluated on a regular basis to monitor progress.
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support and promote lifelong learning by: 

· offering varied curricula based on the development of skills, knowledge, civic and democratic values; 

· providing flexible service delivery mechanisms, including the use of information and communications technologies, to foster employability, personal growth and social commitment; and
· certifying skills acquired on the job
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen education systems by:

· encouraging the participation of all sectors of society in order to obtain a consensus on policies that are viable and that guarantee the appropriate and continuous distribution of resources; 

· decentralizing their decision-making and promoting the participation of civil society, especially parents; and
· promoting transparent school management in the interest of securing an adequate and stable allocation of resources so that educational institutions can play a leading role as agents for change;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Enhance the performance of teachers by:

· improving their conditions of service; and 
· raising the profile of the profession by providing, in addition to solid initial preparation, opportunities for ongoing professional development, and by designing accessible, flexible, dynamic and relevant training strategies using, among other means, new information and communications technologies;
	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support ongoing regional projects for comparable indicators and educational assessment resulting from the Santiago Summit, including cooperation initiatives based on performance assessment programs regarding educational processes and achievement, taking into consideration studies in pedagogy and assessment practices previously developed by countries; develop comparable indicators to assess the services provided by each country to people with special education needs and promote the exchange of information on policies, strategies and best practices in the Americas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strive to ensure that secondary education is more responsive to evolving labor market requirements by promoting the diversification of programs and experimentation with new, more flexible teaching methods with emphasis on science and technology, including the use of new information and communications technologies, and by supporting the establishment of mechanisms for the recognition and certification of acquired skills; and to this end, promote the exchange of information and best practices and support cooperation projects;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote more effective dialogue between society and institutions of higher education, and facilitate access for all to these institutions by balancing growing demand with higher quality standards and public funding with greater commitment from the private sector; support hemispheric cooperation for research in science and technology aimed at the solution of specific problems in the region and the transfer of knowledge;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the mobility, between countries of the Hemisphere, of students, teachers and administrators at institutions of higher education and of teachers and administrators at the elementary and secondary levels, in order to provide them with new opportunities to take part in the new knowledge‑based society, to increase their knowledge of other cultures and languages, and to enable them to access information on post-secondary studies and learning opportunities offered across the Hemisphere, through  new or existing hemispheric networks, such as the educational Web site set up after the Santiago Summit; continue to support initiatives in this field such as those carried out by the IDB and the OAS;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote access by teachers, students and administrators to new information and communications technologies applied to education, through training geared toward new teaching approaches, support for development of networks and sustained strengthening of information clearinghouses, in order to reduce the knowledge gap and the digital divide within and between societies in the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Science and Technology

Mandate: Promote the popularization of science and technology necessary to advance the establishment and consolidation of a scientific culture in the region; and stimulate the development of science and technology for regional connectivity through information and communications technologies essential for building knowledge-based societies;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In pursuance of this mandate, Mexico participated in six multilateral regional cooperation projects in 2000, with particular emphasis on the popularization of science and technology as a tool for regional development, including MERCOCYT, the OAS Partnership Program, and the Ibero-American Science and Technology for Development Program (CYTED).
	
	The Scientific and Technological Research Promotion Act provides for the popularization of science and technology as a means to expand and strengthen scientific and technological culture in society.  Pursuant to this recommendation, the following indicators have been monitored by the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT):

· Printed materials.  Nine newspapers in the capital with science and technology sections and supplements; 14 state newspapers; 76 publications in the CONACYT index; five television channels popularizing science and technology, albeit on a very limited basis.

· Museums. 19 interactive museums in the country; 23 science wagons, boats, trucks, airplanes, and houses.

· Encounters.  In 2000, the event "Summer of Scientific Research", with 579 participants, and the "Week of Scientific Research", with 216 specialized lectures in 14 locations, were held.  "National Science and Technology Week", was also observed, with 8,869,747 participants.  Considering that a total of 27,878,054 students were enrolled in school at all levels (from preschool through university) in 2000, that means that only 31.8 percent of them participated in National Science and Technology Week.

· Other.  Permanent or itinerant exhibitions, songs, plays, and all forms of artistic expression in general.
	Funding for the science and technology popularization activities will be provided by the following sources:

· CONACYT

· National sectoral institutions involved in scientific and technological development in the country.

· International financing sources.


	Obstacles:

The main obstacles have been the lack of resources to meet the demand for regional scientific and technological cooperation and the lack of coordination between executing agencies at the regional level.

Recommendations and best practices:

With respect to indicators for the activities undertaken by the National Council for Science and Technology in pursuance of the Scientific and Technological Research Promotion Act, greater efforts are needed to disseminate scientific and technological knowledge to a larger number of people, ideally to keep all persons well-informed.

In order to carry out the strategies required to implement this initiative for the popularization of science and technology, it is suggested that resources be negotiated to carry out the recommended activities to intensify and improve integration in the Americas and establish viable electronic channels for negotiating and agreeing on the execution of activities of regional interest.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities will be carried out by Mexican institutions during the period covered by the Special Science and Technology Program, as part of the National Development Plan 2002-2006.
	
	


Mandate: Support the development of high-level human capital for the development of science and technology research and innovation that would encourage the strengthening of the agricultural, industrial, commercial and business sectors as well as the sustainability of the environment;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In terms of participation in the development of human capital within the framework of regional cooperation, special mention should be made of the Cuauhtémoc Scholarship Program conducted by Mexico.

This program was reactivated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through a program with the OAS underway since 1997, and is intended for citizens of the OAS member states engaged in postgraduate studies in Mexican institutions of excellence.  From 1997 to 2000, the number of scholars has totaled 263: 158 in masters programs, 95 in doctorate programs, and 10 in post-doctoral programs, all in Mexican institutions of excellence in various fields of knowledge.

Although the OAS is no longer involved in this project, the program continues, with a high-level of demand, but with national funding.
	
	Within the framework of the Scientific and Technological Research Promotion Act, as well as the Special Science and Technology Program 2001-2006, the development of human capital is given high priority among the activities conducted by the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT).

It is a basic premise of the aforementioned program that a country's human capital is an indicator of its potential capacity for absorbing and developing knowledge that can be transformed into economic growth and social progress.  In recent years, it has been observed that growth in the resources provided to support the development of CONACYT human resources has declined, so the number of scholarship recipients has increased accordingly, from 2,135 scholarships in 1990 to 16,200 in 1995, and 18,028 in 2000.
	Funding for the science and technology popularization activities will be provided by the following sources:

· CONACYT

· National sectoral institutions involved in scientific and technological development in the country.

· International financing sources.

With respect to the Cuauhtémoc Scholarship Program, funding is provided exclusively by the Department of Foreign Relations and the National Council on Science and Technology (CONACYT).
	Obstacles:

The main obstacles have been the lack of resources to meet the demand for regional scientific and technological cooperation and the lack of coordination between executing agencies at the regional level.

Best practices:

To ensure that human capital does not prove insufficient over the medium term, the award of scholarships should be guided more by demand for human resources in the productive, public, and educational sectors, and financing should be sought for this purpose from various sources.  In addition, substantial improvement should be made in national postgraduate programs to raise quality to the levels found in programs of excellence in other countries.

It is suggested that resources be negotiated to carry out the recommended activities to intensify and improve integration in the Americas and establish viable electronic channels for negotiating and agreeing on the execution of activities of regional interest.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: The activities will be carried out by Mexican institutions during the period covered by the Special Science and Technology Program, as part of the National Development Plan 2002-2006.
	
	


Mandate: Promote, with the support of existing cooperation mechanisms, the development of the regional program of science and technology indicators;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	With respect to science and technology statistical indicators, Mexico has renewed and strengthened ties of international cooperation, particularly on the Inter-American front, and with Spain.  Information and methodologies for the compilation of information have been exchanged with countries in the region, and assistance has been provided to countries requesting it, including Costa Rica in June 2001 and Panama in September 2001, in the establishment of parameters for the development of comparable indicators.

There are also plans to support Panama with two internships in June 2002.  In addition, in the first quarter of each year, the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT) provides the OECD and the Ibero-American and Inter-American Network of Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT) with statistics and indicators generated by the Council for use and publication by those agencies.
	Mexico has continued to participate in the Inter-American Network of Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT).  Mexico has supported continuity for this program, which represents the most decisive effort to generate homogeneous indicators in the participating countries, drawing on the experience of some of these countries in introducing science and technology statistics.  Mexico will continue to attend workshops and events organized by RICYT to show progress and problems associated with the production of indicators as an OECD member country.  Specialists also continue to be exchanged with other countries in the region: a specialist was sent to Portugal to participate in the Technology and Information Congress, an event attended by RICYT member countries.

Mexico also continues to participate in the OECD, contributing documents on science, technology, and innovation policy, particularly with respect to indicators in this area.  This is part of the work undertaken in the OECD to keep the science and technology information system of Mexico up to date, using methodologies proposed within that Organization.
	The National Council on Science and Technology (CONACYT) continues to give priority to keeping the series of indicators published so far up to date and to presenting new material for gradual incorporation into the publication of indicators for scientific and technological activities.  The 2000 edition was published in late 2001; the 2001 edition will be published by July 2002 at the latest.  This will enable CONACYT to continuously feed and update its statistics on science and technology to provide elements for the evaluation of progress towards the goals established in the Special Science and Technology Program 2001-2006.
	Funding for the science and technology popularization activities will be provided by the following sources:

· CONACYT

· National sectoral institutions involved in scientific and technological development in the country.

· International financing sources.


	Obstacles:

The main obstacles have been the lack of resources to meet the demand for regional scientific and technological cooperation and the lack of coordination between executing agencies at the regional level.

Best practices:

It is suggested that resources be negotiated to carry out the recommended activities to intensify and improve integration in the Americas and establish viable electronic channels for negotiating and agreeing on the execution of activities of regional interest.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities will be carried out by Mexican institutions during the period covered by the Special Science and Technology Program, as part of the National Development Plan 2002-2006.
	
	


Mandate: Endeavor to implement and follow up on the scientific and technological activities mentioned above, counting on the support of hemispheric cooperation and coordination mechanisms related to this field;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Mexico has historically participated in the various hemispheric cooperation mechanisms.  The programs promoted through the OAS have been particularly important for Mexican institutions, which have benefited from the support provided by this organization to strengthen their infrastructure and help develop specialized human capital.  From 1999 to 2000, Mexico executed 12 international projects with the OAS.
	Special mention should be made of cooperation by Mexican institutions with their counterparts in the region in programs such as the Ibero-American Science and Technology for Development Program (CYTED).  Although this program is being conducted at the Ibero-American level, it has a substantial Latin American component.  CYTED has contributed to closer relations between national science and technology institutions in the region.  In that context, cooperation maintained over the past two years can be quantified in terms of 25 research projects and the development of 23 issue networks. 
	Participation in hemispheric cooperation mechanisms represents an especially important strategy for the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT).  Advantage must be taken of access to information at the global level for the  purpose of scientific and technological cooperation and exchanges as well as national development.  Mexico’s participation in these hemispheric cooperation mechanisms has strengthened our ties with other nations in the area of science and technology.  These mechanisms have also promoted cooperation among peers in counterpart institutions in various countries.  However, Mexico is still only beginning to participate in the internationalization of science and technology; greater efforts must be made to participate in a particularly active manner in postgraduate human resource training programs.  Efforts will also be made to promote internationally the educational excellence programs Mexico has to offer, to achieve a balance between the flows of national postgraduate students in and out of the country.

Thus, through these mechanisms for hemispheric cooperation, closer ties are being promoted between Mexican research and development institutions and their counterparts in the region, generating joint research projects, the exchange of experts, the organization of workshops, seminars, etc.
	Funding for the science and technology popularization activities will be provided by the following sources:

· CONACYT

· National sectoral institutions involved in scientific and technological development in the country.

· International financing sources.


	Obstacles:

The main obstacles have been the lack of resources to meet the demand for regional scientific and technological cooperation and the lack of coordination between executing agencies at the regional level.

Best practices:

It is suggested that resources be negotiated to carry out the recommended activities to intensify and improve integration in the Americas and establish viable electronic channels for negotiating and agreeing on the execution of activities of regional interest.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities will be carried out by Mexican institutions during the period covered by the Special Science and Technology Program, as part of the National Development Plan 2002-2006.
	
	


14. Health

Health Sector Reform

Mandate: Reaffirm their commitment to an equity-oriented health sector reform process, emphasizing their concerns for essential public health functions, quality of care, equal access to health services and health coverage, especially in the fields of disease prevention and health promotion, and improving the use of resources and administration of health services; promote the continued use of scientifically validated, agreed-upon, common indicators for assessing effectiveness, equity and efficiency of health systems;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen and promote development of domestic standards of practice, accreditation and licensing procedures, codes of ethics, and education and training programs for health personnel; improve the mix of health personnel in the provision of health services to better respond to national health priorities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Intensify efforts and share and promote best practices to:

· reduce maternal and infant morbidity and mortality; 

· provide quality reproductive health care and services for women, men and adolescents; and 

· carry out commitments made at the Cairo International Conference on Population and Development and its five-year follow-up in New York;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop processes to evaluate the efficacy of alternative health practices and medicinal products to ensure public safety and share this experience and knowledge with other countries in the Americas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Communicable Diseases

Mandate: Commit, at the highest level, to combat HIV/AIDS and its consequences, recognizing that this disease is a major threat to the security of our people; in particular seek to increase resources for prevention, education and access to care and treatment as well as research; adopt a multi‑sectoral and gender sensitive approach to education, to prevention and to controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) by developing participatory programs especially with high risk populations, and by fostering partnerships with civil society including the mass media, the business sector and voluntary organizations; promote the use of ongoing horizontal mechanisms of cooperation to secure the safety of blood; increase national access to treatment of HIV/AIDS‑related illnesses through measures striving to ensure the provision and affordability of drugs, including reliable distribution and delivery systems and appropriate financing mechanisms consistent with national laws and international agreements acceded to; continue dialogue with the pharmaceutical industry and the private sector in general to encourage the availability of affordable antiretrovirals and other drugs for HIV/AIDS treatment, and promote strategies to facilitate the sharing of drug pricing information including, where appropriate, that available in national data banks; promote and protect the human rights of all persons living with HIV/AIDS, without gender or age discrimination; utilize the June 2001 UN General Assembly Special Session on AIDS as a platform to generate support for hemispheric and national HIV/AIDS programs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Enhance programs at the hemispheric, national and local levels to prevent, control and treat communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, dengue, malaria and Chagas;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote healthy childhood development through: prenatal care, expanded immunization programs, control of respiratory and diarrheal diseases by conducting programs such as the Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses, health education, physical fitness, access to safe and nutritious foods, and the promotion of breast‑feeding;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	Since 2001, Dr. José Ignacio Santos, General Director of the National Center for Child and Adolescent Health, has been a member of the Technical Advisory Group on the Integrated Treatment of the Childhood Illnesses.  He has participated in two meetings held in Argentina and the Dominican Republic.
	Establishment of vaccination campaigns with Guatemala, Belize, and the border states of the United States, particularly for immunization against measles and German measles.
	Mexico has not joined the program for Integrated Treatment of Childhood Illnesses, but since 1997 has conducted a child healthcare program including universal vaccination, the prevention and control of diarrhea, acute respiratory infection, and nutrition.  An Adolescent Healthcare Program was developed in 2001 and includes a vaccination component.
	Within the framework of the Child Health Care Program, the cost of vaccinations will be covered from the federal budget, transferred to the states for the purchase of vaccines, and from the state budget for operations.  Expansion of the National Vaccination Plan created budgetary needs, which have been satisfactorily covered.  Support is provided by such international agencies as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), to conduct specific activities in selected states, for instance on the country’s southern border.
	Obstacles:

Problems have been encountered in the operation of the Child Health Care Program, in that the national production of vaccines has been insufficient to supply adequate amounts on a timely basis to all institutions in the sector.

Recommendations and best practices:

Within the framework of the Child Health Care Program, high levels of coverage have been achieved in the vaccination of children one year of age or under as well as preschool children, thanks to a policy of ensuring sufficient supplies of inputs and the development of a computerized nominal census, permitting individualized follow-up for the vaccination of children under five years of age.  In addition to this tool, a nutritional monitoring component has been introduced, permitting precise nutritional diagnoses of all children enrolled in the nominal census.  

Integrated health care has been practiced as a pillar of quality medical care for children, which has helped to prevent the complications of diarrhea and acute respiratory infection.  As a result, the mortality rate for these causes among children under five years of age has been continuously declining.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The Child Healthcare Program has been in operation for five years under different modalities.  Positive results are expected in the area of adolescent healthcare within five years.
	
	


Non‑Communicable Diseases

Mandate: Implement community‑based health care, prevention and promotion programs to reduce health risks and non‑communicable diseases such as cardiovascular disease and including hypertension, cancer, diabetes, mental illness as well as the impact of violence and accidents on health;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Participate actively in the negotiation of a proposed Framework Convention on Tobacco Control; develop and adopt policies and programs to reduce the consumption of tobacco products, especially as it affects children; share best practices and lessons learned in the development of programs designed to raise public awareness, particularly for adolescents, about the health risks associated with tobacco, alcohol and drugs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Connectivity

Mandate: Provide sound, scientific and technical information to health workers and the public, utilizing innovations such as the Virtual Health Library of the Americas; encourage the use of tele-health as a means to connect remote populations and to provide health services and information to under‑served groups, as a complement to the provision of existing health care services;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


15. Gender Equality

Mandate: Endorse the Inter‑American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality approved at the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women, held in April 2000, by the CIM; endorse as well the Regional Programme of Action for the Women in Latin America and the Caribbean 1995‑2000 and the further actions and initiatives adopted at the Twenty-Third Special Session of the UN General Assembly (Beijing +5) to implement the Beijing Declaration and its Platform for Action; and integrate a gender perspective into the programs, actions and agendas of national and international events, to ensure that women's experiences and gender equality are an integral dimension of the design, implementation and evaluation of government and inter‑American policies and programs in all spheres;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen national machineries and other government bodies responsible for the advancement of women and for the promotion and protection of the human rights of women; provide them with the necessary human and financial resources, including through exploring innovative funding schemes so that gender is integrated into all policies, programs and projects; and support both the fundamental role that women's organizations have played and will continue to play in advancing gender equality and the joint efforts between governments and the private sector which contribute to respect and understanding of the human rights of women;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	On 12 January 2001,the National Institute for Women Act was published in the Official Journal of the Federation, creating the National Institute for Women (INMUJERES), for the advancement of Mexican women, as a decentralized public agency of the Federal Public Administration, with legal personality, and financial, managerial, and technical autonomy for the pursuit of its objectives.

The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Incorporate a gender perspective as a guiding principle for the work plans, programs, projects, and mechanisms of the Federal Public Administration.

· Promote equal economic opportunity for men and women through the promotion of affirmative program measures from a gender perspective.

· Promote the development of public processes and policies sensitive to the differences between men and women that contribute to poverty.

· Promote education for life in all spaces of our society to promote appreciation for diversity, tolerance, and respect for gender differences, and ensure equality and equity at all levels and in all forms and modalities of education, with specific treatment for girls and women, to ensure their participation in all fields of human activity, with a sense of justice and without prejudice or discrimination. 

· eliminate inequalities preventing women from achieving integral health.

The Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, in coordination with the National Institute for Women, is currently conducting training courses for personnel in the Attorney General's Office.  These courses are intended to heighten awareness among public servants about women's rights and gender equity.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote gender equity and equality and women's human rights by strengthening and fostering women's full and equal participation in political life in their countries and in decision‑making at all levels;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) was developed on the basis of broad citizen participation through 58 consultation fora. The issues addressed in these fora were: education, health, family, the media, poverty, the economy, employment and productive development, environment and sustainable development, human rights, the exercise of power and participation in decision-making, violence, public security, the federal budget and national accounts, legislative reform, institutional strengthening and development, and statistics and indicators.  Suggestions and contributions were gathered from representatives of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches as well as academia and organized civil society, for the promotion of conditions conducive to nondiscrimination, equal opportunity and treatment of the sexes; the full exercise by women of all rights and equitable participation in the political, cultural, economic, and social life of Mexico. The proposals were compiled and incorporated within PROEQUIDAD following endorsement by the Advisory and Social Council of INMUJERES.

PROEQUIDAD governs the activities of INMUJERES as national normative body in the field of gender and the advancement of women during the period 2001-2006.  The general objective is "to strengthen the role of women through their participation, on an equal footing with men, in all spheres of society, and the elimination of all forms of discrimination against them, in order to achieve human development with quality and equity", based on each and every one of the principles that guide the public administration in implementing the National Development Plan 2000-2006, as well as the international provisions for the protection of women that are binding on Mexico.

The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Guaranteed access and full participation for women in the structures of power and decision-making on an equal footing with men.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Reinforce the role of the CIM as the technical advisor to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality and recognize the importance of the CIM in follow‑up to relevant Summit recommendations; provide for an appropriate level of resources to the CIM to carry out its role as the principal hemispheric policy‑generating forum for the advancement of the human rights of women and particularly of gender equality; promote the support and participation of the IDB, the World Bank and ECLAC in the implementation of and follow‑up to this Plan of Action;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote the use of information and communications technologies as a mechanism to address inequalities between men and women and ensure women's equality of access to these new technologies and to the requisite training; to this end, ensure that government connectivity programs and programming at local, national and regional levels, integrate a gender perspective representative of the diversity of women within various groups, including indigenous peoples and rural and ethnic minorities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The specific objectives of the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women 2001-2006 (PROEQUIDAD) include:

· Promote a balanced image of women, respectful of differences and without stereotypes in the fields of culture, sports, and the media.

· In 2001, direct training was provided to 2,883 individuals through workshops on awareness heightening, training methodologies, balanced programming, self-esteem and domestic violence, activities conducted by the Training Division of the National Institute for Women (INMUJERES): 899 public officials, 1,878 members of the general population, and 106 public multiplier agents.

The General Agreement for Cooperation between the National Institute of Statistics, Geography, and Information Technology (INEGI) and INMUJERES has led to the development of projects such as the production of 1,250 copies of each of the following publications: "Use of Time and Contributions in the Mexican Household" and "Men and Women of Mexico", 6th Edition.

It is important to note that within the framework of PROEQUIDAD, launched in December 2001, specific objectives are set out for INMUJERES in the area of human rights for women, such as "the promotion, protection, and dissemination of rights for women and girls enshrined in the Political Constitution of the United Mexican States and in international treaties ratified by Mexico, particularly with respect to human rights and fundamental freedoms for women"; "the promotion and monitoring of compliance with international treaties signed by Mexico" and "the execution of information programs for women available free of charge nationwide, providing information on the rights of women...".

In April 2001 an internal working group was set up with participation from the various departments of the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples in order to incorporate a gender perspective in all programs.

Specific actions:

· in May 2001, the State Councils for Traditional Indigenous Medicine were recommended to ensure equitable occupation of leadership positions by men and women.

· From January to March 2002, the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples prepared a technical document with recommendations for the application of a gender perspective in health projects, with a regional review to evaluate application. 


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The commitments undertaken with respect to gender equity in health programs, indigenous law and culture, and community participation, will begin to be covered in the reports of the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples in 2002.
	
	


Mandate: Strengthen systems for collecting and processing statistical data disaggregated by sex, and adopt the use of gender indicators that will contribute to a baseline analysis of the status of women and to the implementation of public policies at the national and regional levels, and that make it possible to improve the monitoring and assessment of regional and international agreements;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	INMUJERES undertook to reformulate the project System of Indicators for Monitoring the Situation of Women (SISESIM) to address issues connected with the strategic objectives set out in the National Program for Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination against Women (PROEQUIDAD), incorporating new issues such as poverty, rural women, and violence.

In June 2001, a General Agreement for Cooperation between the National Institute of Statistics, Geography, and Information Technology (INEGI) and INMUJERES was signed for the development and execution of programs and projects concerning gender statistics.  This agreement led to the design and implementation of a new System of Indicators for Monitoring the Situation of Women in Mexico.

INMUJERES is carrying out initiatives to eliminate obstacles to the reduction of poverty among women as well as institutional strengthening projects to ensure a gender perspective in the programs, projects, and working mechanisms of the federal public administration, through laboratories for the construction of gender indicators and indicators for evaluation.  Work is also underway on a project to evaluate a crosscutting approach to gender issues through two national surveys: Survey on Salaries and Labor Costs, an Analysis by Sex" and the "National Survey on Contributions and the Use of Time".  Specialized institutions have worked with INMUJERES on these surveys.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


16. Indigenous Peoples

Mandate: Make their best efforts, in accordance with national legislation, to encourage donor agencies, the private sector, other governments, regional and international organizations as well as MDBs to support hemispheric and national conferences in order to exchange experiences among indigenous peoples and their organizations in implementing activities to promote their sustainable cultural, economic and social development, and in such other areas as may be identified by indigenous peoples;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Acknowledge the value that the world views, uses, customs and traditions of indigenous peoples can make to policies and programs related to the management of lands and natural resources, sustainable development and biodiversity; on this basis, develop corresponding strategies and methods to consider and respect indigenous peoples' cultural practices and protect their traditional knowledge in accordance with the principles and objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Increase the availability and accessibility of educational services in consultation with indigenous peoples, especially women, children and youth, in accordance with their values, customs, traditions and organizational structures, by promoting linguistic and cultural diversity in education and training programs for indigenous communities; promote national and regional strategies for indigenous women, children and youth; similarly, encourage international exchange programs and public and private sector internships in order to promote equal opportunity, raise the average school‑leaving age, maximize individual and collective achievement, and promote lifelong learning for all indigenous people;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Government of Mexico, through the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples, conducts activities in connection with private initiative through the Coca-Cola/Indigenous Boarding Schools Trust for the remodeling of boarding schools (rehabilitation of facilities, construction of multipurpose rooms, equipment) in the states of Guerrero, Hidalgo, Jalisco, Nayarit, Oaxaca, and Veracruz. 

It is also coordinating action under a cooperation agreement signed in 1998 with the National Council for Educational Development (CONAFE), through the "Tutors”  academic support program, to strengthen the education process for children attending boarding schools through the development of extracurricular activities.  This program is currently being conducted in 20 states.

Each of the offices of the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples conducts coordination activities with state and municipal governments as well as nongovernmental organizations, which allows for a mix of resources in support of the boarding schools.  An example of this is the support provided by the foundation “Vamos Mexico” and the Trust for Indigenous Education and Health (FESIN) in the state of Guerrero.
	The National Institute for Indigenous Peoples receives funds from various sources.  In the cases of the National Council for Educational Development, which participates in the "Tutors" academic support program, and of the Department of Communication and Transportation, which is implementing the e-Mexico project, the resources come from the federal government.  Other activities of the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples are financed by private initiative and non-governmental organizations.  
	Community participation in educational service availability and access programs has been fundamental in the remodeling of boarding schools, which has helped to meet targets and involve various universities in the program, including the University of Valle del Mezquital, in Hidalgo.

Space dedicated to computers and libraries in the boarding schools gives children a specific area to do their class work and learn about new educational technologies.  The spaces play a central role in community training.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The Coca-Cola/Indigenous Boarding Schools Trust was established in June 2000 on the basis of a three-year agreement.

The general cooperation agreement between the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples and the National Council for Educational Development, under which the "Tutors" academic support program is conducted, was signed in 1998.  There are plans to sign a specific agreement in 2002 to include all boarding schools in this program.
	
	


Mandate: Promote and accommodate, as appropriate, the particular cultural, linguistic and developmental needs of indigenous peoples, in urban and rural contexts, into the development and implementation of educational initiatives and strategies, with special attention to building institutional capacity, connectivity and linkages, including through national focal points, with other indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote and enhance, in all sectors of society, and especially in the area of education, the understanding of the contribution made by indigenous peoples in shaping the national identity of the countries in which they live;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	For 2002, the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples will program training workshops on indigenous rights and culture.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Develop strategies, measures, and mechanisms aimed at ensuring the effective participation of indigenous peoples in the design, implementation and evaluation of comprehensive health plans, policies, systems and programs that recognize the value of developing holistic communities that take into consideration cultural, economic and social realities and circumstances;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	As part of the Traditional Indigenous Medicine project, the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples programs meetings to exchange experiences.  The objective of the Traditional Medicine Project is to strengthen organizational processes in indigenous communities to heighten appreciation for, and preserve and disseminate, traditional indigenous medical practices and promote interaction between academic and traditional medicine to give greater attention to the indigenous peoples.

In various interinstitutional fora, especially in the National Council on Epidemiological Monitoring and the General Directorate of Traditional Medicine, joint activities with IMSS Solidarity in the indigenous boarding schools, and the Central Mexican Office for AA General Services, it promotes the implementation of operational strategies with an intercultural focus to strengthen respect for the organizational processes of indigenous communities and their participation in decisions concerning their health.

In the area of health, the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples coordinates its project activities with state governments and universities as well as nongovernmental organizations.  An example of this coordination is the interinstitutional working groups established in several states, especially in Chihuahua, Yucatan, Guanajuato, and Veracruz, with the Traditional Medicine Support Group (GAMIT)
	
	Promote community participation in health programs, in the adaptation of messages, and in interaction with halopathic medicine, through reciprocal training of health agents, in terms of equity and respect for cultural diversity.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The National Institute for Indigenous Peoples recently ratified a cooperation agreement with IMSS Solidarity, which is one of the institutions participating in activities for the indigenous boarding schools.
	
	


Mandate: Support the Health of Indigenous Peoples Initiative, promoted by PAHO, in assisting states and in consultation with indigenous peoples, to formulate integrated public policies and health systems that foster the health of indigenous peoples, in designing and implementing inter‑cultural frameworks and models of care specifically aimed at addressing the health needs and priorities of these peoples, and in improving information collection, analysis and dissemination on the health and social conditions of these peoples, with particular emphasis on children;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	In 2002, the Government of Mexico, through the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples, began the systematization of information for the Third Level Care Project, disaggregating the data on the population served to identify the incidence of illnesses requiring special treatment according to sex.  The objective of the Third Level Care Project is to facilitate and support the referral of patients for second and third level medical care, seeking to improve quality by providing comprehensive care.  This consists of facilitating access to hospital services in the states and Federal District and providing support in terms of food, accommodation, the purchase of medicine, clinical analysis, specialized studies, and prosthesis.
	In the case of the Third Level Assistance project, resources are provided by private institutions, public charities, and subsidies from private health-care institutions.
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Reduce the digital, communications and information gaps between the national average and indigenous peoples and communities, through relevant connectivity and communications programs and projects that provide services in the fields of political, economic and social development, including the use of indigenous peoples information networks;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	The Government of Mexico, through the National Institute for Indigenous Peoples, coordinates activities with the Department of Communication and Transportation in implementing the e-Mexico Pilot Program in four indigenous boarding schools in the states of Jalisco and Nayarit, to integrate Mexicans through a system with technological and social components and to eliminate socioeconomic and cultural barriers and differences.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The e-Mexico program was established in April 2001 and will begin operations in 2002.
	
	


Mandate: Promote the collection and publication of national statistics to generate information on the ethnic composition and socio‑economic characteristics of indigenous populations in order to define and evaluate the most appropriate policies to address needs;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	Based on the national census conducted as part of the 2001 Traditional Indigenous Medicine Project, statistical data have been collected on more than 4,000 traditional medical practitioners in 14 states.
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Support the process of reform of the Inter‑American Indian Institute, based on extensive consultations among states and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, and further develop processes to ensure broad and full participation of indigenous peoples throughout the inter‑American system, including in the discussions on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


17. Cultural Diversity

Mandate: Enhance partnerships and exchanges of information, including through the use of information and communications technologies, by holding a series of seminars among experts, government officials and representatives of civil society on the importance of the linguistic and cultural diversity of the Hemisphere to promote a better acceptance, understanding, appreciation and respect among the peoples of the region;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	In response to the mandate issued by the Summit of the Americas, the First Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Officials Responsible for Cultural Policies of the OAS member states is scheduled to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on 12-13 July 2002.  This Council will participate actively in the discussions during this historic event.

To follow up on the initiatives presented during the Summit, measures have been adopted to enhance partnerships and exchanges of information.  As a first step, the Office of Cultural Coordination with the OAS presented a questionnaire on cultural cooperation to gather information on the possibility of conducting a series of seminars, with the  participation of experts, government officials, and civil society representatives, on the issue of linguistic and cultural diversity.  This Council sent its responses, comments, and suggestions.
	This year, Mexico was host for the seminar "Ibero-American Cultures in the 21st Century”, organized by this Council, with the cooperation of the OEI; representatives from Latin America participated in this event, which addressed various aspects of cultural diversity, including the development of indigenous cultures, the African-American population, and others.
	Democratic and participatory society requires a commitment to cultural diversity.  Diversity is evident in all aspects of social life and must be included among the essential principles of a national cultural policy, rejecting homogenization and the imposition of dogmatic or exclusionary thinking.  Mexico, as a nation composed of various groups, derives its greatest wealth precisely from the plurality of its cultures and the variety of its cultural forms and expressions.

The Mexican state, in this new stage, assumes responsibility for encouraging and supporting cultural manifestations in the regions and municipalities, with the conviction that their differences are part of the cultural wealth of our country.  Mexico also recognizes the dynamic character of cultural processes through interaction between creators, promoters, and citizens.

The purpose of this new policy is to respect, above all, the particular characteristics and dignity of individuals and communities while at the same time recognizing talent and achievement, assuming responsibility for protecting the freedom of others, and respecting differences, irrespective of creed and social condition.
	For optimum implementation of the planned activities and exchanges, an investment is required from the OAS, the IDB, and other regional organizations.  Contributions from these organizations will yield benefits for all countries in the region.


	The expected results include an improved perception and appreciation of cultural and linguistic diversity in the countries of the Americas, helping to strengthen hemispheric cooperation in all areas.

Best practices making maximum use of new technologies will help to foster cooperation and the development of relevant projects for the promotion of intercultural dialogue.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  Activities have been initiated at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels to promote the recognition of linguistic and cultural diversity and cooperation in this field.

There are plans to hold several seminars and exchanges of experience during the two-year period, which will produce significant results contributing to better acceptance, understanding, appreciation, and respect among the various cultures.
	
	


Mandate: Encourage the convocation of a meeting at the ministerial or highest appropriate level, with the support of the CIDI, to discuss cultural diversity with a view to deepening hemispheric cooperation on this issue;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Create an environment to foster awareness and understanding of cultural and linguistic diversity of countries in the Americas, through a variety of means, including the use of new communications technologies as well as the Internet; support, by means of broad collaboration, new media projects which promote inter‑cultural dialogue through the production and distribution of cultural products created for television, film, the recording industry, the publishing industry and the electronic media; enrich the diversity of cultural content of these industries, inter alia through the preservation and restoration of cultural property and through the return of illegally acquired cultural property in accordance with our international obligations;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote social cohesion, mutual respect and development by:

· recognizing the contribution of physical education and fair, drug‑free sport; and

· supporting initiatives which: preserve and enhance traditional and indigenous sport, strengthen the role of women in sport, and increase opportunities for children and youth, persons with disabilities and minorities to participate in and benefit from sport and other  physical activities;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Commit to active cooperation among diverse institutions, at both the national and international levels, to eradicate the illicit traffic in cultural property further to the 1970 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property; also, promote joint action with civil society organizations to implement and support policies, plans and programs that will strengthen and promote research, recovery, study, conservation, maintenance, restoration, access to and appreciation of cultural heritage and cultural property through proper care, preservation and use;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Within the framework of other regional mechanisms, the Government of Mexico, through the National Council for Culture and the Arts is negotiating an agreement with Colombia and Venezuela, within the framework of the Group of Three, to protect against and prevent illicit trafficking in cultural property, which coincides with the final point of the agreements reached at the Summit.
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  We are awaiting observations from Colombia and Venezuela on the draft Interinstitutional Agreement to Protect against and Prevent Illicit Trafficking in Cultural Property between Mexico, Colombia, and Venezuela, in order to continue the negotiations.
	Timeline: 
	
	


18. Children and Youth

Mandate: Implement and support the commitments contained in the Agenda for War-Affected Children agreed to by 132 states at the International Conference on War-Affected Children held in Winnipeg, Canada, in September 2000, including fostering the active participation of children and adolescents in policy, dialogue and programming for children and adolescents affected by armed conflict and also encouraging the establishment of a network for them; consider additional ways to monitor, report on and advocate the protection, rights and welfare of children affected by armed conflict in the Hemisphere in conjunction with the IACHR's Rapporteur for Children's Rights;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote actions to establish, strengthen and implement public policies to ensure the well‑being and integral development of children and adolescents, and promote the convening of conferences, seminars and other national or multilateral activities dedicated to children and adolescents, especially throughout 2001 in the context of the Inter‑American Year of the Child and the Adolescent;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	The National System for Integral Family Development implements the specific programs designed for the particular characteristics and needs of each population group (early age, adolescence, street children, immigrants, border population, and victims of commercial sexual exploitation of children):

· Institutional workshops for the Plan of Action.

· National Meeting on commercial sexual exploitation of children in the state of Quintana Roo.

· National coordination against commercial sexual exploitation of children with the participation of 32 government and civil society institutions.

· The establishment of 15 Follow-up and Monitoring Committees for Application of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

· Adaptation of national state laws to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child during 2001-2002 .

· Development of integral care programs differentiated according to the origin of migrants and border children.

Among the activities conducted by the Mexican Institute for Youth (IMJ), particularly noteworthy is its participation in international events promoting quality-of-life issues, such as “Earth Day” and “International Anti-tobacco Day”, for which information and guidance pavilions were set up.

	Expansion of the coverage of service for children in and out of school; promotion and dissemination of activities in the field of health; and development of teaching and educational support materials for parents and childcare providers for children under six years of age.

The National System for Integral Family Development provides information to all adolescents for the purpose of preventing such problems as unwanted pregnancy and addiction.  Efforts are made in these projects to involve parents, communities, and society.  Courses are conducted and advisory, training and follow-up meetings are held with managerial and operational personnel.  A variety of teaching materials are prepared for the operation of programs

On 6 January 1999, the Mexican Institute for Youth Act was published in the Official Journal of the Federation, creating the Mexican Institute for Youth (IMJ), as a decentralized public agency with legal personality and the general objective of defining and implementing national youth policy with a view to fully integrating young people into national development.

In 2001, the IMJ conducted a series of activities to generate qualitative changes in the execution of youth policies in Mexico.

The IMJ conducts activities in the following strategic areas: Development and Quality of Life; Knowledge and Institutional Development.

DEVELOPMENT AND QUALITY OF LIFE

· Participation by 560 institutions and 282,022 young people in events such as conferences, fora, cinema, debates, concerts, contests, and artistic and cultural events in 2001.

· Coordination with state youth institutes, 186 educational agencies in the Federal District, more than 150 nongovernmental organizations, and 100 youth organizations and centers for social readaptation.

This strategic area consists of three lines of action: quality of life, youth creativity, and equity for young people.  Achievements in these areas include:

· Work began on the design of an informal quality-of-life educational model to help young people transcend the risks to which they are exposed.

· Informal educational activities were designed and tested in federative entities, such as: film-debates for the prevention of addiction; a play to heighten awareness about and prevent violence between young couples; an informal publication course, a course on recreational games; and a course on sexuality and reproductive health.

· A National Forum on "Youth Participation in the Prevention of Addiction" and the "First National Championship for Young Promoters of Integral Prevention" were held in Mexico City and attended by 74 youth organizations conducting addiction programs.

· Eleven ecological protection programs were conducted in coordination with the state youth institutes of Coahuila, Yucatán, Michoacán, Nuevo León, Jalisco, Chiapas and Tabasco. The IMJ also participated in the "State Forum on the Environment" in the state of Colima, and in the "Third Latin American Encounter for Environment, Life, and Peace", in Bogota, Colombia.

· Identification of young creative talent and dissemination of their work at various events, which led to establishment of the National Network of Young Creators and organizations to raise funds to help young people develop their creativity.

· 246 Summer youth workshops were conducted in July 2001 at IMJ facilities in the State Youth Institutes of Campeche, Coahuila, Colima, Chiapas, Estado de México, Morelos, Nayarit, Querétaro, Quintana Roo, Puebla, San Luis Potosí, Sonora, Tlaxcala and Veracruz.

· Youth Expo “Factor 5” was held in the Palacio de Deportes in Mexico City, offering young people various cultural alternatives: music, theater, dance, “fanzine”, lectures, and concerts.  Public, social, and private sector institutions participated in this event, including the Department of Public Security, the National Commission on Human Rights, the Federal Elections Institute, the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), the National Polytechnic Institute, Cinemex, TORNEL, and Diana Publications. Approximately 40,000 young people attended.

· Two training methods for the use of "Roads to Equity" teaching materials were created.  In addition, the forum "To the North, for Youth without Violence", was held in Tijuana, Baja California.

· Informal educational activities were conducted in coordination with public and private educational institutions, eighteen workshops were held on health, gender, masculinity and violence between couples, and various activities were coordinated with the Government of the Federal District to celebrate "International Day for Nonviolence against Women".

· The "Indigenous Youth Encounter, Southern Zone" was held in Oaxaca, Oaxaca, with the participation of young people from various federative entities and to address such issues as fundraising, productive projects, and the development of organizations.  This event led to an initiative to create the National Council for Indigenous Youth.

· The following events were held in the area of human rights: “National Meeting on Human Rights” (San Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas); “National Youth Human Rights Essay Contest” (San Cristóbal, Chiapas); “National Youth Political Essay Contest 2001” (Querétaro, Querétaro); “National Meeting on Political Participation” (Zacatecas, Zacatecas), in coordination with the Department of Government Affairs and the National Institute of Historic Studies on the Mexican Revolution.

· A tourism network was established in 29 state youth institutions.  A diploma was introduced for Alternative Tourism at the Youth and Sports Institute of the state of Chiapas. 

· In coordination with the Department of Tourism, through the National Social Tourism Council, various events were held: "Tourism in the State of ...", with the participation of the states of Veracruz, México and Hidalgo; “the V National Forum on Social Tourism” was held in San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato.

· Tourist and recreational information was published on the IMJ website to provide access for young people to information on all federative entities.

· The new Youth Card was designed for young people between the ages of 12 and 29, providing access to various benefits, with discounts or special prices for food, health care, transportation, etc.

· National organizing committees were set up for the first time for the following events: National Youth Science and Technology Contest, National Youth Rural Development Project Contest, and National Youth "Letter to My Parents" Contest.

· Important qualitative changes were made in the area of youth enterprises, resulting in a multiplier and integration framework for young people at the state level.  Eighty-four young people were added to the IMJ work program, who will replicate methodologies in order to set up new youth enterprises.  These leaders live in three states: Colima, Guanajuato y Sinaloa, and will support projects generated by trained young people.  The "Seminar on Strategies to Promote Youth Enterprises" was organized and attended by specialists in the area, generating information to provide feedback on the Program to Strengthen Youth Employment. 

· Employment exchange activities were conducted in 22 state youth institutions, helping to refer 92,618 young people to various companies offering 107,296 jobs.

· Five regional seminars were organized on "Child Labor and Convention 182 of the International Labor Organization".  A "Seminar on Public Strategies to Create Jobs in Rural Areas" and a "National Encounter of Rural Development Promoters" were also held.

· The IMJ participated in two workshops on "Sexual Exploitation of Children and Domestic Child Labor" and the "National Seminar on Labor Rehabilitation".

· Increased educational opportunities were provided by referring 8,472 young people to various private educational institutions, and discount agreements were reached with various institutions of interest to young people, with special emphasis on the quality of services they offer and the economic possibilities of their users.

· The Social Service within the IMJ created spaces for young people to contribute to productive activities designed for the development of other young people.  Scholarships were provided for social service providers supporting various institutional programs in the federative entities, and new agreements were signed to diversify community service activities.

KNOWLEDGE

· Basic Research and Regional Research Programs were conducted in 2001 based on the results of the National Youth Survey (ENJ 2000).

· With respect to basic research, the Seventh Meeting of the ENJ 2000 Technical Committee was held in March 2001, resulting in agreements on approaches to the analysis and treatment of national results.  Inputs were then sent to the members of the Technical Committee to conduct issue analysis, which was completed.  In March, correction of the ENJ 2000 database was completed.  Both will be published in 2002.

· Given the importance of disseminating and applying the results of ENJ 2000, the project to analyze the results at the state level was carried out in the first quarter of 2001 as part of the activities of the regional research program.  This program represents significant progress relative to the work conducted in 2000, since it resulted in the permanent incorporation of research in the activities of the IMJ at the regional level.

· The project began operations after the Third National Meeting of Researchers on Youth.  To evaluate the progress of these analyses, a meeting on State Studies of the National Youth Survey was held in October 2001 and the final reports were submitted in December of that year.

· With respect to the publication program, issue 12 of "Youth: Review of Studies on Young People" was published in May 2001, with a central focus on "Youth Education and Employment".  Editing has been completed on issues 13, 14, and 15 covering "Youth Emotional Issues", Invisible Youth", and Youth Identities", which will be published in 2002.

· In August 2001, the book "Youth and Work.  Education and Social Exclusion" was published jointly with the Ibero-American University, UNICEF, The National College of Technical Vocational Training, the Inter-American Center for Research and Documentation on Vocational Training, and the Latin American Network of Education and Employment.

· The book "Strategic Stakeholders for Development.  Public Policies for Youth in the 21st Century" is in the final design and editorial phases and will be published in 2002.

· In order to consolidate the JOVENes Documentation Center as a space for consulting and distributing specialized new publications on youth, interlibrary exchange agreements were renewed and 35 new agreements were signed expanding the supply of library materials.  A project to increase reference space and reading areas was also carried out; collections were redistributed to improve access and handling, and signposting was improved to facilitate location of the facilities.

· As part of the activities of the Update Program, four regional meetings were held in 2001 in Mazatlán, Sinaloa; Monterrey, Nuevo León; Guanajuato, Guanajuato; and Mérida, Yucatán. At these meetings, the workshop "the Construction of Public Policies for Youth.  Theory and Practice ” was held. 

· The policy integration program was created and used to develop the IMJ Medium-term Program 2001-2006, approved in October 2001 by the agency’s Board of Directors for publication in 2002.

· In order to generate a Guidelines Document to integrate the activities conducted by various stakeholders for youth, work began in August to prepare the National Youth Program 2001-2006.  Work is progressing on the preparation of the basic document for discussion in the various working groups and state and regional citizen consultation  fora.  Information has also been systematized on citizen proposals concerning young men and women gathered during the citizen consultation process for the National Development Plan 2001-2006.

· In December 2001, work was completed on the basic document for the youth subsector for incorporation into the Northern Frontier Development Program 2001-2006, proposing strategic projects for integral development of youth in that region.

· The Research Program on the Impact of IMJ Programs was designed to generate input for decision-making and continual improvement.  To that end, an agreement was reached with the Social Research Institute of the UNAM for research on the impact of IMJ interactive youth center programs and youth enterprises.

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

· In 2001, the IMJ carried out a strategic planning process to develop the Medium-term Program 2001-2006.  This document provides a system of indicators for each planning process, permitting the evaluation from 2001 onwards of progress on programmed activities each year.  This will be accompanied by substantial progress in administrative consolidation and the development of IMJ human resources through training and the renewal of technology.  These activities will be complemented by incentives for productivity and efficiency.

· A Program for the Evaluation of State Youth Institutions was developed and conducted on a quarterly basis.  Based on this experience, a new system is being designed to improve evaluation, with more quantifiable, standardized parameters.

· National coordination meetings helped to established closer cooperation with State Youth Institutions and provide feedback for the vision and objectives of the IMJ programs.


	Funding for all of these activities comes from the budget allocated to the National System for Integral Family Development (DIF) and the Mexican Youth Institute (IMJ).
	Obstacles:

Insufficient cooperation in some of the State Systems for Integral Family Development in terms of promotion and dissemination activities for the Municipalities Program, as well as for the training of operational personnel.

Failure to send information on measures taken or on resources allocated with the regularity and in the form specified.

Lack of personnel to implement the Children's Health Club in the Child Development Assistance Centers and the Community Child Assistance Centers in some of the State Systems for Integral Family Development.

Recommendations and best practices:

Interinstitutional coordination with the Department of Health as the lead agency in the sector has been strengthened with institutions in the health sector, as well as with the 32 State Systems for Integral Family Development, benefiting a greater number of children in basic aspects of health.

In 2001, the Child Health Care Program provided benefits to 2,335,276 minors, and the three National Health Weeks benefited 2,034,197, making a total of 4,369,473 minors benefiting in 1,774 municipalities in the 32 DIF State Systems.

It is important to train more community guidance personnel for the National Systems for Integral Family Development on basic aspects of health to heighten awareness among a greater portion of the population.

Implement the Children's Health Club in the Child Development Assistance Centers and Community Child Assistance Centers throughout the Mexican Republic to instill a culture of self-help in the area of health at an early age.

Expand coverage in the most vulnerable and socially disadvantaged municipalities.



	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities of the National System for Integral Family Development (DIF) are conducted on a permanent basis in the 31 state systems of the DIF.
	Timeline:  The activities of the National System for Integral Family Development (DIF) are conducted on a permanent basis in the 31 state systems of the DIF.
	
	


Mandate: Ensure that every child in conflict with the law is treated in a manner consistent with his/her best interests, in accordance with our obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international human rights instruments, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; bear in mind the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice; and provide training opportunities, as appropriate, including gender‑sensitivity and human rights instruction, to those involved in the administration of justice;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Identify, share and promote best practices and approaches, particularly community‑based approaches aimed at supporting families, meeting the needs of children and adolescents at risk and protecting them from physical or mental abuse, injury or violence, discrimination, neglect, maltreatment, and exploitation, including sexual abuse, commercial exploitation and the worst forms of child labor as expressed in ILO Convention 182; in accordance with national legislation, develop national policies and models for rehabilitation or judicial systems for minors, incorporating initiatives for crime prevention, safeguarding the due process of law, and allowing access to institutions and programs for rehabilitation and reintegration of child and adolescent offenders into society and their families;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Participation of the National System for Integral Family Development (DIF) through Mexican delegations participating in various international fora:

· First Central American Congress.  Belize, Mexico, Panama, and the Dominican Republic against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, held in El Salvador.

· Second World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Yokohama, Japan.
	The Government of Mexico ratified Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor and their elimination on 30 June 2000.  In tandem with ratification of the Convention, various measures have been taken in the area of child labor, including creation of the National Council for Children and Adolescents and National Coordination against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.  Both of these mechanisms are designed to address the worst forms of child labor through an overall strategy involving the productive sectors and civil society.

Reforms have been made to the Federal Penal Code and the Federal Code of Penal Procedures with respect to the corruption of minors and child pornography, establishing the severest punishment for persons committing such crimes.  Studies have been conducted to learn more about the problem and have served as a tool for the design of strategies and measures to help child victims of sexual exploitation.  An information system has also been established to detect exploitation networks on the Internet, support the investigation of complaints at the national level, and develop a database on sexual exploiters and pedophiles.  Information and awareness campaigns have been launched, such as the National Campaign against Child Prostitution and Pornography.  There are also plans to develop models for the care, recuperation, and social reintegration of child victims of sexual exploitation, and numerous national and state programs have been launched, such as the program of prevention, assistance, deterrence, and eradication in respect of marginal urban child labor.

The respect to juvenile offenders, the Decentralized Administrative Agency for Prevention and Social Readaptation, in the Department of Public Security, has implemented a socialization process in treatment centers with two components: a) a universal assistance model; and b) an individualized treatment strategy.  The first is applied to the following program activities: a physical-athletic activities program; a continuous communication program; a pedagogical-employment activities program; a youth axiological program; and a recreational and cultural activities program.  Individualized treatment is designed on the basis of personality studies and diagnosis and is administered medically, and in some cases psychiatrically.  Assistance is also provided in the form of education for health; psychological assistance; academic assistance; employment training; and school for parents.  As a fundamental part of the treatment, young people are reincorporated into the family group and original social context. 
	The activities and programs conducted by the Decentralized Administrative Agency for Prevention and Social Readaptation are included within the budget allocated to the Department of Public Security.
	Obstacles:

Elimination of child labor.  The main problem encountered is financial in nature, since in most cases activities to promote Convention 182 must be conducted at three levels of government: federal, state, and municipal.  There is also a financing problems in terms of conducting studies to understand the child labor situation in Mexico and develop policies to discourage this type of work.

In addition, starting on 6 February 2001, with the publication of the regulations of the Department of Public Security in the Official Journal of the Federation, the function of Prevention and Social Readaptation was assigned to a decentralized administrative agency in that department.  it should be noted that prior to that date, prevention and social readaptation were functions of a General Directorate in the Department of Government Affairs.  This means that starting in 2001, a process of organizational and functional restructuring of the decentralized agency has been underway.  Publication of the regulations in the Official Journal of the Federation is expected in the near future to regulate the organization and functioning of this agency.  In addition, following publication, regulations will be issued for the Federal Centers, as well as the procedures manuals, instructions, and all of the various provisions that derive directly and necessarily from the agency’s regulations.

Recommendations and best practices:

Elimination of child labor.  The organization of national and state seminars has helped to sensitize and motivate stakeholders to create an institutional partnership defining activities to combat child labor and eradicate its worst forms; conduct a diagnostic assessment of the problem; encourage the creation of a national policy, institutional mechanisms and awareness campaigns; promote and apply child protection laws; conduct direct action programs; and share information on successful experiences.

With respect to the Decentralized Administrative Agency for Prevention and Social Readaptation, the results will be obtained gradually, as the obstacles now slowing progress in implementation and long-term planning are overcome.  Accordingly, these best practices will take shape more rapidly after publication of the agency’s regulations in the Official Journal of the Federation, which represents an indispensable prerequisite for its comprehensive structuring.

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline:  The activities and programs connected with the Federal Social Readaptation Centers, as well as the rehabilitation models for minors, have been established pursuant to the goals and commitments of the Decentralized Administrative Agency for Prevention and Social Readaptation for 2002.  It should be noted that these programs are continuous and permanent in nature.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Mandate: Endorse and seek cooperative means to advance the recommendations contained in the Kingston Consensus of the Fifth Ministerial Meeting on Children and Social Policy, held in Jamaica in October 2000, which represents the region's contribution to the UN Special Session for Children to be held in September 2001;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Encourage cooperation to reduce cases of international abduction of children by one of their parents; consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, The Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co‑operation in respect of Inter-country Adoption, and the 1989 Inter‑American Convention on the International Return of Children; and comply with their obligations under these Conventions in order to prevent and remedy cases of international parental child abduction;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: In order to protect and promote children's rights, develop and implement inter‑sectoral policies and programs, which may include the promotion of civil registration of all children, and allocate appropriate resources to undertake these tasks; establish and support cooperation amongst states as well as with civil society and young people to ensure effective implementation and monitoring of children's rights, including country‑appropriate indicators of the health, development, and well‑being of children, and through sharing best practices on reporting through national reports by States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Promote consultation, participation and representation of young people in all matters affecting them by providing access to reliable information and opportunities for them to express their views and contribute to discussions in local, national, regional and international fora and events;

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	Activities conducted by the Mexican Institute for Youth (IMJ) in the area of youth participation, communication, and leadership at the international level include the following:

· Promotion for the participation of Mexican youth in international encounters in Costa Rica and Chile.  The convocation and selection process conducted for this purpose, with the participation of an external committee, resulted in the selection of 10 young people from different organizations as beneficiaries.

· These activities were conducted to promote participation by various organizations in intercultural activities, resulting in the exchange of meaningful experiences and knowledge about the execution of social programs conducted by public and private institutions.

· Work began in 2000 to promote IMJ activities at the international level; cooperation agreements were signed with agencies in Korea, China, and Québec; the IMJ served as chairman of the Steering Committee of the Ibero-American Youth Organization (OIJ).

· Activities were conducted in 2001 pursuant to the aforementioned agreements, and in particular exchanges of information on public policies for youth as well as receiving and sending delegations of young people, which led to the exchange of information and experiences concerning innovative programs for youth.

· Contact was established with counterpart institutions in OIJ member countries: Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Spain, Guatemala, Portugal, and the Dominican Republic.

· These accomplishments provide encouragement and recognition for youth participation in Mexico and help to strengthen the IMJ in the international arena, where it has played an increasingly important role in the design and application of public policies for youth, particularly in the Ibero-American region.
	The IMJ is currently conducting activities in the following strategic areas: participation; communication; and youth leadership.

PARTICIPATION

· In 2001, efforts were made to promote the participation of young people in community service projects through workshops and visits to the federative entities, providing advisory services to 291 organizations.

· In response to the Convocation of Support for Youth Projects in 2001, 651 Projects were received with 142 winners receiving a total of 11,434,559.20 pesos (approximately US$114,000).

· The organization “Youth Associations” began operations in 2001, providing guidance to 471 youth organizations and preparing useful information manuals for informal youth organizations or groups.

· A Work Camp was held in Villa Atl, a protected area in the state of Puebla, with the participation of fifteen competitively selected young people who worked on the issue of social leadership and the preservation of natural resources, using informal educational methodologies.

· Fifty-three youth organizations throughout the country were contacted and invited to participate in some of the seven social leadership courses held in the Federal District, Veracruz, Monterrey, Puebla, Jalapa, Chihuahua, and México.  465 young people participated, reflecting on the issue of leadership, exchanging experiences, developing social leadership skills, and receiving advice for the implementation of their projects.  Material on social leadership was designed for the program’s Internet web page.

· In cooperation with the Ford Foundation, the project "Strengthening youth mobilization in Mexico.  Networks and organizations" was conducted with the participation of 180 youth organizations forming five participant networks.

· A workshop was organized for 100 young people in the Addiction Prevention Camp, organized by the Department of Public Security, and a workshop for 100 promoters of community fora was jointly sponsored by the Department of National Defense, the Department of Public Education, and the Institute for Adult Education.

COMMUNICATION

· Activities were conducted in 2001 to promote IMJ programs, projects, and services.

· Through the "National Youth Radio Network", the IMJ produces 65 programs, distributed in the twenty-seven states of the Mexican Republic.  The purpose of these informative programs is to promote human solidarity and social impact as well as youth mobilization.

· In coordination with the General Directorate of Radio, Television, and Cinematography of the Department of Government Affairs, five national radio and television campaigns were conducted to promote and support IMJ activities.

· There were continuing broadcasts on the radio program coproduction "Sexuality in Your Own Voice" and "Alternate Frequency" with Education Radio.  Work also continued on a weekly information system ("Youth and Current Affairs"), which consists of the dispatch of informative notes on youth issues to six radio stations.

· Brochures, information graphics, and posters were designed to support activities in various areas.  Institutional documents were prepared, including the IMJ statutes law.  Channel 11 initiated broadcasts on IMJ programs and services starting in September.

· The impact of the IMJ in terms of communication has been reflected in the constant dissemination of attractive information for the media, and in quantitative terms, it is estimated that a population of more than 11 million people has been reached, including a significant portion of the youth population.

· With respect to institutional image in the press (newspapers and magazines) and the electronic media (radio, television, and Internet), 4,694,907 references to the IMJ were recorded as a result of the information and public relations strategy implemented, which translates into the permanent dispatch of written and graphic material to all electronic and print media in Mexico, with a view to obtaining, at relatively little cost, the greatest possible coverage to heighten awareness about IMJ programs and activities.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP

· Information was provided about the work of the IMJ on a permanent basis to 125 chambers of commerce and businesses; 36 embassies and 19 United Nations agencies represented in Mexico; as well as 18 departments of state, fourteen expanded Cabinet offices, 15 decentralized federal agencies, 16 federal district delegations, 32 state youth institutions, and committees on youth in the state legislatures and Congress of the Union.

· The IMJ maintained constant interaction with other federal offices and various civil and private organizations.  As part of this effort, information was sent on a regular basis to 600 institutions concerned with youth in order to strengthen the impact of IMJ programs on the target population.

· Publication of the bulletin Youth Mexico was launched as a multisectoral instrument for coordination between offices and officials whose work impacts on the youth population of Mexico.

· Information on the businesses and foundations providing funding for social impact projects was updated and made available to IMJ offices.

· The IMJ entered into 199 agreements with other public, civil society, and private entities, resulting in the exchange of information and experiences on innovative programs for the youth population.

· New approaches to the distribution of economic resources in the states of the Republic were developed and operational rules established, permitting a more equitable allocation of resources.  A total of 11,434,183 pesos were distributed to all of the federative entities.

· Significant progress was recorded in the creation of state and local youth institutions in areas other than sports.  In 2001, youth institutions were created in the states of Baja California, Coahuila, Aguascalientes and Jalisco and in the municipalities of Sayula, Jalisco; Tecomán, Colima; Perote, Veracruz; Córdoba, Veracruz; Orizaba, Veracruz; Morelia, Michoacán; and Cabo San Lucas, Baja California Sur.

· Two national coordination meetings were held with directors of state institutions in 2001, for the purpose of programming events and meetings, proposing goals, defining strategies, and analyzing objectives.


	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


Mandate: Reinforce the role of PAHO, the IACI, and the IACHR as technical advisors to the SIRG, on all aspects of children's issues, and recognize the importance of these institutions in follow‑up of relevant Summit recommendations.

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	
	


19. Connectivity

Mandate: Support implementation of "Connecting the Americas" (Statement on Connectivity) by promoting partnerships, knowledge sharing and capacity building to help identify, adapt and implement the innovative application of ICTs in the Americas. The ICA mandate is to help support the development of domestic and regional connectivity strategies; adapt and implement proven models; and promote the exchange of information and expertise.

	Actions – Hemispheric Level 
	Actions – Regional Level
	Actions – National Level
	Funding
	Obstacles and/or Best Practices and/or  Special Needs

	
	
	
	
	

	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
	Timeline: 
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