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Fifth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE)
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, February 16-18, 2005
The Fifth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), of the Organization of American States (OAS), was held on February 16-18, 2005 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. The purpose of this meeting was to analyze the progress in the fight of terrorism and to examine hemispheric strategies to strengthen cooperation in this subject. Also, Member States renewed their commitment to prevent, combat, and eliminate the terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, whatever  its origin or motivation. The Minister of National Security from Trinidad and Tobago, Martin Joseph, was elected President of CICTE for the period 2005-2006. In addition, Colombia was designated as the vice-president for the same period of time.  

Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation 

During the second session, the dialogue between the Heads of Delegation focused on the subject: “Evaluating the effectiveness of current anti-terrorism policies and practices, including those related to border controls, transportation security and terrorist financing, and exploring new strategies of multilateral cooperation to promote and sustain the hemispheric fight against corruption”. Member States reported on the progress made in antiterrorism legislations, identification of potential threats, financial assistance and strengthening border controls. Additionally, countries informed about the cooperation with other nations in security issues and made reference to terrorism as a method to destabilize democracy and affect economic development in the countries. The special condition of the Caribbean countries as transit nations was also mentioned in this meeting.  

Brazil informed that the Second Meeting of Experts in Cyber-Security will be held in Sao Paulo, in September, 2005. This meeting will provide space for the experts to continue with the implementation of the Plan of Action and recommendations adopted in the Cyber Security Strategy approved in the last OAS General Assembly held in Quito, Ecuador. Additionally, Brazil informed that in May 2005, there will be a workshop on Security in Ports. 

Declaration of Port-of-Spain

On this occasion, the “Declaration of Port-of-Spain on Strengthening Cooperation on Strategies to Sustain and Advance the Hemispheric Fight against Terrorism” was approved. Some of the topics discussed included strengthening the border controls and money movements; discussions on the transportation threat (ports and airports) and the cyber-security issue.  Furthermore, States committed to keep under surveillance their borders and to control their financial systems to avoid transfer of funds to terrorist groups.

In the same way, Member States reaffirmed that terrorism “has no justification whatsoever”, and agreed to work on national, sub regional and hemispheric levels to confront this threat. In addition, Member States indicated that the threat of terrorism is very serious because of the connections that exist between terrorism and money laundering, illicit drugs trafficking and weapons, as well as other forms of transnational organized crime. On the other hand, they emphasized the need to adopt urgent measures to strengthen cooperation and exchange of information “with the aim of locating, capturing, prosecuting, and punishing the sponsors, organizers, and perpetrators of terrorists acts, as well as identifying and freezing assets and resources used to facilitate, promote, or commit such acts.”

In the Declaration of Port-of-Spain, Member States also declared the necessity to support the cooperation in cross-border management, improve security and authenticity in official documents, develop techniques to disseminate faster information about cyber-security, and intensify efforts to disrupt the capacity of terrorist networks to threaten the ability to travel in all Member States, amongst other measures. 

CICTE Report

CICTE’s work plan for 2005, adopted in Port of Spain, recommends several actions to improve coordination and exchange of information regarding border and custom controls, prevention of money laundering and strengthening of cyber, maritime and aviation security.  

Steven Monblatt, Executive Secretary of CICTE and OAS Interim Director of the Multidimensional Security Department, highlighted that in the past few months, CICTE has expanded considerably its services of technical advice to Member States. In cooperation with several collaborators, CICTE has trained more than 300 security employees in ports and airports in 28 countries, helping them fulfill new security regulations that dictate maritime and civil aviation transportation. In addition, CICTE works with several governments to harmonize their national legislations with the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and other international mechanisms related to this issue. 

The Under Secretary at the Department of Homeland Security of the United States, Asa Hutchinson, announced that the United States will make an additional contribution of U$1.6 million in 2005 to CICTE.

It was also noted that the 34 OAS Member States have signed the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and 12 of them have ratified it. In this regard, the OAS General Secretariat will call upon Member States to the First Meeting of State Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, in fulfillment of the Convention’s article 18. At the same time, CICTE requested that other Member States ratify the treaty as soon as possible and that they should make efforts to harmonize their national legislations with CICTE’s provisions. 

Presentations

The delegations of Grenada and Trinidad and Tobago made a joint presentation on “Reinforcing disabled national counter-terrorist measures: Lessons learned from an ad hoc cooperation arrangement on Grenada post Hurricane Ivan.” 

Also, the Head of the Investigation and Narco-trafficking Division of the Argentinean National Aeronautical Police made a presentation about “Airport Security in Argentina: Procedures in Force”.

The delegations of Canada and El Salvador presented a report on the “First Cyber-security Practitioner’s Workshop” held in Vancouver, Canada in March, 2004. 

Finally, the United States Coast Guard introduced a report on operational aspects of port security and the compliance with the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code).

The Third Meeting of National Points of Contact was also held in the framework of this meeting.

The Sixth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism –CICTE- will be held in Bogotá, Colombia in February, 2006. 
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