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Planning Meeting of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML)
At the Third Summit of the Americas held in Quebec, Canada in 2001, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas agreed to continue working on issues related to globalization which affects employment and labor, with the goal of creating better employment opportunities and improving worker’s qualifications and labor conditions throughout the Hemisphere.

The Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor will be held in Mexico City, on September 26 - 27, 2005. This hemispheric forum has continued approaching these topics and confronted current challenges such as the high levels of unemployment in the region, the need to modernize labor conditions, increase labor stability and improve worker’s quality of life.

On January 31 and February 1st, 2005 the Planning Meeting for the XIV IAMCL was held in Washington D.C. Participants included: Conference’s Working Groups authorities, representatives from the Trade Union Advisory Counsil (COSATE); from the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), and from the international organizations committed to the process including: the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labor Organization (ILO), and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO).
The main goal of the meeting was to revise the activities done in 2004; define the calendar of events of the IACML for the current year, and coordinate the process of the IACML with the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which will be held in Argentina in November 2005. 

During the meeting PAHO presented a plan to formalize an Intersectorial Strategic Alliance in the areas of health, labor, education, and environment, showing the challenges related to social security inequities and emphasizing the necessity to coordinate these areas with the preparations for IV Summit of the Americas. The PAHO representative stated that the purpose is to elaborate an intersectorial hemispheric proposal, to be considered as a Plan of Action for the Summit that extends social security to the most vulnerable groups in the Hemisphere.

During the Planning Meeting, the calendar of activities leading up to the IV Summit of the Americas was confirmed, which included the following events: 

· Workshop on Innovation and Decent Work March 7-8, Buenos Aires, Argentina, with participation from COSATE and CEATAL 

· Meeting of Working Groups 1 and 2 and Preparatory Meetings, April 11 – 13 in Buenos Aires and July 13 - 14 in Mexico City

· Inter-Ministerial Meeting of the Working Group of the Strategic Alliance promoted by PAHO June 20, Buenos Aires, Argentina

· XIV Ministerial Meeting of the IACML: September 26-27, Mexico, D.F.

The IACML authorities approved the agenda for the upcoming meetings, and established that the Working Groups will evaluate the Feasibility Study of an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labor Administration prepared by technicians from Brazil, Canada, and Mexico; analyze the Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work; and the informal work sector. 

Other issues to be considered during the Working Group meeting are:
· The impact of trade and economic integration on labor and employment

· Professional training 

· Gender perspective in labor policies

· Child labor

· Labour administration

· Labour and employment relations
· Occupational safety and health

· Micro, small and medium enterprises

For more information about the Planning Meeting visit: http://www.oas.org/udse/english/cpo_trab_iacml.asp. Click here to access the presentation by the Summit of the Americas Secretariat.
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