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Civil Society consultations with reference to the priorities for the Fourth Summit of the Americas

At the Special Summit of the Americas, Heads of State and Government encouraged civil society participation in the Summit Process and institutionalized the meetings with civil society, as well as private sector and academics. For this reason, the XXXVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group held on May 9 - 10 dedicated half day to make consultations with civil society about the priorities for the IV Summit of the Americas. 

As an opening for this session, the conclusions from the Roundtable “Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” were presented. The roundtable was held in January in Washington D.C. and included recommendations in labor issues; such as the need to strengthen the capacity of local and national institutions, as well as local business capacity to facilitate the transparency of markets. Civil society representatives stressed the importance of promoting access to credit and training programs engaging young people, women, indigenous peoples, peoples of African descent, and migrant workers. 

The document with the recommendations from the roundtable was distributed among the National Coordinators. This document is the base of civil society inputs for the IV Summit of the Americas.

As a follow up activity of the roundtable, the Inter-American Democracy Network held a meeting with 40 civil society representatives on March 9, 2005. The objective was to continue with the analysis of civil society participation in the Summit Process; and to prepare specific recommendations to be presented to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG),
Among the recommendations, there are the following:

· Establish a clear and concrete methodology to articulate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process; measuring the incidence of civil society participation in this Process.
· Talking about employment with quality, CSO mentioned the importance of handling a new approach of employment through social protection, human development, and equity in payment and in identity.
· CSO also highlighted the necessity of articulating formal and nonformal education to promote work by training persons and to develop adequate education policies to promote the integration of decent work for the most vulnerable groups. 
· Create the necessary conditions for the private sector to invest in generation of employment, harmonize employment generation with transparency policies, and promote the approval of citizen participation in effective and participative bills.
Afterwards, participants of the workshop “Innovation and Decent Work” held on March 7-8, 2005 presented their suggestions. The official document with the recommendations was distributed during the meeting. Among the participants were representatives from unions of the Hemisphere and associations of employers,   
At the end of the session, representatives from other OSC made reference to the financial and logistical difficulties encountered by the countries to fulfill the mandates emanated from the Summits.  For that reason, they reminded their proposal to make a Social Hemispheric Agreement to overcome poverty, unemployment and inequality. 
The National Summit Coordinators attending the SIRG applauded the active participation of the organizations including union workers, businessmen and civil society. They highlighted the importance of taking into consideration the information received which helps the leaders in designing an agenda for the development of the Americas. The recommendations also represent a complement of civil society participation spaces, not only in the preparatory process for the Fourth Summit but also in mandates’ implementation follow up. 
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