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On-Line Deliberative Forums for Civil Society
In order to support substantive civil society participation in the IV Summit of the Americas on important issues related to regional development in the Hemisphere, civil society organizations launched the initiative of organizing online deliberative forums. The results of these forums will be shared with National Summit Coordinator currently negotiating the Plan of Action and Declaration for the November 2005 Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina.
The forums, entitled Virtual Deliberation: Creating a shared Hemispheric Agenda, are being held from April 4 to May 6, 2005 and are focused on eight key areas related to the next Summit: Indigenous Peoples, transparency/anticorruption, sustainable environmental development, peace building, citizen participation, democracy and political parties, education and labor.  Thematic discussions focused on the subject of the upcoming Summit: “Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”
Virtual Deliberation: Creating a shared Hemispheric Agenda is an initiative of Partners of the Americas’ Center for Civil Society in collaboration with the Canadian Foundation for the Americas, the Inter-American Democracy Network and Corporación Participa. For more information on these virtual forums, please contact Partners of the Americas at foroscumbres@partners.net or visit the OAS web page for civil society http://www.civil-society.oas.org or www.redinter.org/Forums. 
In addition, the Office for Sustainable Development and Environment (OSDE) of the Organization of American States (OAS) will host a Virtual Forum for Consultation with Civil Society to facilitate the discussion on actions to promote equity in health, environment and sustainable development in order to obtain recommendations on these issues that will be presented during several meetings in the Hemisphere, such as the Meeting of Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas that will take place in Mar del Plata, Argentina in June 14–17, 2005; the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia in September 8–9, 2005; and the Fifth Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management (Dialogue V) to be held in Montego Bay, Jamaica in October 9-14, 2005.
For more information on the Virtual Forum contact the OSDE: www.oas.org.usde.
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