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Preparations for the IV Summit: XXXVII SIRG Meeting 

The XXXVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) took place at the Palacio San Martin in Buenos Aires, Argentina on March 9-10, 2005. The SIRG, constituted by the National Summit Coordinators, gathered to continue with the preparations and negotiations for the IV Summit of the Americas that will be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina on November 4-5, 2005 with the theme "Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance."
The inaugural session was led by Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Relations and Chair of the SIRG, who welcomed the participants and stressed the importance of the IV Summit for the Hemisphere. The argentinean Minister of Labor, Employment, & Social Security, Carlos Alfonso Tomada, made a presentation emphasizing that work had to be given a central place on the hemispheric agenda; and that social policies concentrated only on welfare assistance are not enough to combat exclusion and inequality in the region.
During the first plenary session, an analysis of the commitments made in the Special Summit of the Americas in social development were discussed. Representatives of the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) presented the progress made on mandates implementation in their own areas. 
The President of the SIRG presented the Draft Declaration and Guideliness for the Plan of Action in order to receive comments from the delegations. He also established May 2 as the dateline for submitting comments from the countries to the documents presented.
Countries’ representatives stressed the importance of showing that the governments are carrying out the agreements signed; and the necessity to incorporate the conclusions of ministerial meetings  that are being held prior the Summit. 

Likewise, the representatives mentioned, that the initiatives and principles of the Declaration and Plan of Action should incorporate gender equality, promotion and maintenance of cultural diversity, and access and participation of all society actors. Several delegations highlighted the importance of the dialogue process with civil society and indigenous peoples which enhance decent work, employment with quality and the promotion of income, as essential conditions for the inclusion and social cohesion, and for the democratic governance. 
Among other issues suggested were to encourage governments’ role to establish the conditions that promote creation of jobs in the private sector and to ensure equal opportunities for all through access of education, to health insurance and to other basic necessities.
This meeting, that gathered representatives of the 34 countries that conform shape the Summits of the Americas Process, represented a significant advance for the preparations of the IV Summit. In this context; eight countries prepared and presented national reports informing the status of implementation on Summit mandates.
The next SIRG meeting will take place in Fort Lauderdale, Florida on June 6, 2005. This reunion will be at a ministerial level in the framework of the XXXV OAS General Assembly. Subsequently, there will be the XXXIX SIRG meeting on June 8 which will continue advancing in the negotiations and comments of the Declaration and Plan of Action for the Fourth Summit. 
For more information about the XXXVII SIRG Meeting, click here. 
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