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XXXVII SESSION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION (CICAD)

The XXXVII Session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), under the chairmanship of General José Aníbal Sanz Jiminián, was held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic on April 26 – 29, 2005. On this occasion, the Commission discussed the advances reached in the fight against drugs in the hemisphere. 

One of the most important activities of the Commission during this session was the approval of the national and Hemispheric reports of the Third Round of Evaluation of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM). The national reports, product of the participation of all Member States of the Organization of American States, evaluate the progress in the fight against drugs in each country for the period 2003 - 2004.  These reports were presented to the OAS General Assembly held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida on June, 2005. Also, considering that the MEM is a mandate of the Summit of the Americas, the approved reports will also be presented at the Fourth Summit of the Americas that will be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina in November 2005.

One of the issues of major expectation for this session was the presentation of the results of the Environmental and Human Health Assessment of Aerial Spray Program for Coca and Poppy in Colombia. This study, published in Colombia in April, was well received by the Commissioners.

Also, there were various presentations related to the drug Demand Reduction in its different areas such as prevention and treatment. Additionally, issues related to scholar prevention, labor prevention, and addiction treatment for law infractions were discussed in detail. Moreover, presentations on the final reports of the Group of Experts on Maritime Narcotrafficking and Money Laundering were presented to the Commission. 

On the other hand, the advances and preliminary results of the national studies to measure the economic and social costs of drug consumption, issue that is also a mandate of the Summit of the Americas, and whose final results will be presented to the Leaders of the Americas in the Fourth Summit, were also presented.  

The XXXVIII Session of CICAD will take place in Santa Cruz, Bolivia in November, 2005.
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