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Sixth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism 

The Sixth Regular Session meeting of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), which took place March 22-24 in Bogotá, Colombia, convened Delegates of the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) to discuss counterterrorism and related topics. The purpose of the conference was to seek out measures to enhance the Hemisphere’s counterterrorism capacity, increase information-sharing mechanisms and enhance technical expertise. During the meeting, the CICTE Member States approved the Declaration of San Carlos on Hemispheric Cooperation for Comprehensive Action to Fight Terrorism in order to strengthen the region’s commitment to develop cooperative tactics to fight against terrorism throughout the region.

The Declaration of San Carlos encompasses many of the commitments made by the Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina. At the Summit, leaders of the Hemisphere pledged to take all necessary steps to prevent and combat terrorism and its financing in compliance with international laws. They also pledged to strengthen the timely exchange of information and mutual legal assistance to prevent, combat and eliminate terrorism and to prevent the movement of terrorist and ensure their prosecution and extradition. Leaders declared that anyone who participates in the financing, planning, preparing or committing of terrorist acts will find no safe haven in the Member States.

In this sense, the Declaration of San Carlos reemphasizes the Hemisphere’s condemnation of all forms of terrorism, and the need to address threats with regional cooperation by means of aiding extradition and providing mutual legal assistance. Likewise, the document reflects the need to strengthen international cooperation mechanisms, the timely exchange of information and technical assistance to countries, and stated that criminalization of terrorist financing and establishment of effective border controls are essential elements needed to fight terrorism in the region. The Declaration emphasizes the new legislative measures that must be taken on topics related to terrorism, such as money laundering, drug trafficking, arms trafficking, kidnapping, and organized crime, likewise it outlines the appropriate punishments that should be created by the Member States in conjunction with legislation to prohibit criminals from finding refuge in any country of the Hemisphere. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the CICTE Member States discussed strategies to identify and fight emerging threats such as cyber-crime and bio-terrorism, and called upon the CICTE Secretariat to coordinate with other OAS agencies in order to combat these multi-dimensional threats.
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