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Sixth Meeting of the Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IV) 

The Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA VI) took place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on April 24-26, 2006. During the meeting, representatives from the thirty-four member countries of the OAS agreed on the recommendations that were presented at the XXXVI General Assembly, held from June 4 to 6, 2006, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and addressed criminal and legal matters in the Hemisphere.

The Heads of Delegation opened the meeting with the presentation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, recognizing the progress achieved by the Plan and expressing the need to convene a Second Meeting of Authorities responsible for penitentiary policies and prisons prior to the REMJA VII meeting. They noted that said meeting should focus on penitentiary system reform, including an increase in the number of judges to enforce penalties, improvement in information exchange, and cooperation among the authorities responsible for penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS Member States.  

The conclusions reached in the meeting were focused on seven fundamental justice themes in the Americas, among them: penitentiary and prison policies, measures against cyber-crime, mutual assistance among states on criminal matters and extradition, development and strengthening of judicial systems in the region, strengthening the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), hemispheric cooperation against trafficking in persons and forensic investigation, and consolidation of the REMJA Process in the Americas. 

In regards to cyber-crime, the Ministers of Justice of the Hemisphere adopted the recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts on Cyber-Crime and the REMJA V, and agreed to continue improving legislative systems to prevent and combat cyber-crime in the region, and to promote cooperation among government authorities, Internet service providers, and other private sector enterprises providing data transmission services.

During the meeting, the Report of the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition was presented. Representatives evaluated judicial systems and the role of institutions, multilateral banks, and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) in their commitment to collaborate in the implementation of the REMJA V mandates. The Ministers of Justice recommended convening a group of experts on forensic matters to evaluate the advances, information exchange, and the establishment of a database of analysts that specialize in forensic matters and industries in this area. 

Finally, the REMJA VI meeting urged the OAS General Secretariat to coordinate training, professional development, and cooperation in the area of forensic research, with the purpose of evaluating the recorded advances in the area of forensic science and promoting information exchange and cooperation on practices in this field.

In closing the meeting, the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, expressed that “the people of the Americas need our collective effort in creating a legal system that offers confidence and contributes to a peaceful and secure environment, without which social and economic development for all is almost impossible” and recognized the importance of the REMJA process, highlighting the role of the Ministers of Justice in solving the judicial uncertainties of the region. 

The complete list of recommendations that came out of the VI Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA VI), can be found on the page: http://www.oas.org/JURIDICO/english/moj_vi_recom_en.pdf
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