AG/RES. 2020 (XXXIV-O/04)

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 8, 2004)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 1945 (XXXIII-O/03), which requests CITEL to present a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session; 
BEARING IN MIND:

Article 33 of the Charter of the OAS, which establishes that “[d]evelopment is a primary responsibility of each country and should constitute an integral and continuous process for the establishment of a more just economic and social order that will make possible and contribute to the fulfillment of the individual”;

The commitments set forth in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, regarding telecommunications; 

That CITEL is the principal inter-American forum for dialogue on telecommunications and that it serves as a catalyst for strengthening partnership between governments and the private sector and as a coordinator in implementing the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas process in its area of competence;
The importance of telecommunications in social and economic development;

That there is a need to promote more active participation by member states in policy formulation and in the design and execution of their priority cooperation programs, projects, and activities;
RECOGNIZING that CITEL should take advantage of the multilateral nature of the OAS, in which countries with different levels of development and experience participate and where political dialogue and technical cooperation converge;
CONSIDERING:

That the main activities of CITEL in 2003 have been:
a. Delivery of appropriate training programs to telecommunications professionals from the countries of the Hemisphere in accredited training centers in the region and, in particular, the Center of Excellence for the Americas of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU);
b. Publication of a book on tele-health in the Americas, in coordination with the ITU and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), which recommends policies and strategies to be adopted by OAS member states to extend access to and improve the quality of health services for a larger number of individuals;
c. Adoption of several recommendations on such matters as interconnection guidelines, universal service/access, coordination of adequate standards to ensure interoperability, and the timely introduction of technology, spectrum harmonization, and new services;
d. Organization of several seminars and workshops on priority issues for the countries such as broadband satellite access, the Mutual Recognition Agreement for assessing the conformity of telecommunications equipment, and wireless access; and 
e. Presentation of a harmonized view in the region through the development of common inter-American proposals to the World Radiocommunication Conference and later in 2004 to the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly; and
CONSIDERING FURTHER that, in resolution AG/RES. 1947 (XXXIII-O/03), the Protocol of Amendment to the Inter-American Convention on an Amateur Radio Permit was adopted,
RESOLVES:
1. To recognize and support the important role that the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) plays in all aspects of telecommunications; and to note with appreciation the progress it has made in fulfilling the Summit mandates in telecommunications and, in particular, connectivity.
2. To urge the member states to become States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit (IARP) and its Protocol of Amendment.

3. To urge member states to implement the Inter-American Mutual Recognition Agreement for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (MRA) and to request CITEL to facilitate the exchange of information and experiences among member states in this regard.

4. To welcome CITEL's active and continued participation in the development of an integral cybersecurity strategy and, in particular, its efforts to build a culture of cybersecurity and to coordinate the application of standards for the protection of critical infrastructure, including telecommunications.
5. To continue to facilitate the development of inter-American proposals, positions and views in relation to major upcoming International Telecommunication Union events, such as the 2004 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, the 2006 World Telecommunication Development Conference and the 2007 World Radiocommunication Conference.

6. To instruct CITEL to continue evaluating mechanisms for encouraging active participation by all OAS member states in its activities.
7. To urge the OAS member states to disseminate and encourage the implementation of the recommendations of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission.

8.
To request CITEL to present a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
