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REMARKS BY THE CHAIR OF THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS, GUSTAVO MEZA-CUADRA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PERU
We thank OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro for convening this second meeting of the Joint Summit Working Group.

As Chair of the Summit Process, Peru appreciates the support and technical advice this Working Group had provided the Eighth Summit of the Americas and continues to provide pursuant to the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” which was adopted there. 

Today, we are facing an unprecedented crisis of global proportions. At the domestic level, Peru is making an enormous effort in the economic arena, with programs in health accounting for more than 12 per cent of GDP, to reduce gaps in care capacity and to limit mortality; in the social arena, to assist the neediest and most vulnerable; and in the financial arena, to prevent the payment chain and economic activity from collapsing.

The challenges remain very steep, amidst an outlook which, by the very nature of the pandemic, demands collaboration at the global level. This is an urgent front for our neighbors as well and indeed, for our Hemisphere as a whole, where, it should be recalled, we share such substantive political values as the defense of human rights and the promotion of democracy.

However, we are facing a crisis of confidence in the international system:
· The origin and spread of the virus is still controversial;

· International organizations are judged by their actions or omissions, as if our states were unaware of their decisions; 

· The scientific community is facing urgent pressure and demand – and sometimes even in a race – to find effective treatment against COVID 19; 

· Acquisitions of medical equipment, materials, and accessories have been affected by unilateral decisions, including expropriations in transit, which are a violation of international trade rules; and

· Our states have had to close down borders and impose restrictions – the impacts of which are anything but insignificant.

The challenge which this pandemic and its devastating effects have placed before us is therefore to restore confidence in multilateralism. Added to the challenge of dealing with the health crisis, our region must also tackle the social and economic consequences and the financial challenges stemming from them. 

Peru believes in multilateralism and is convinced that the central role of states is to strengthen the institutions of the international system to make them more effective. This means that we must coordinate around our resolve regarding cooperation and regarding solidarity, if we are to give those institutions proper mandates and firm commitments. 

In this new era opening up, in which this pandemic is presenting us with a multilateral challenge, this will ensure that whatever contributions are made by the institutions you represent – such as the Pan American Health Organization from a health standpoint, but also from the standpoint of development financing and international cooperation, agriculture, labor, and migration – will have greater effect and will create a special opportunity for cooperation, in this case for the OAS and the states participating in the Summit process. 

To conclude, I would like to list four areas in which I believe we the member states must deliver on commitments at this juncture:

· Firstly: We must ensure that treatments and any subsequent vaccines are accessible to everyone. Immunization against COVID-19 is a global public good and the cure must be available to everyone.
· Secondly: we must be able to renew and strengthen our commitment to promoting the effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions needed at every level to prevent crises such as this one. It is certainly imperative for us to achieve universal health coverage, but our weaknesses and the inequalities in our region demonstrate that the needs are far more than that. For example, hygiene is crucial in order to prevent infection, and universal access to water and to sanitation is far from being a reality.
· Thirdly: one residual effect of this pandemic – of the confinement into which it has forced us – is an improvement in certain environmental conditions. It is time to raise awareness about the need to optimize our production and consumption patterns, to protect our biodiversity, to fight climate change, and to promote sustainable growth for a healthy and resilient planet.
· And, fourthly: financing needs to be addressed as part of renewed social contracts at the domestic and international levels. The region needs international financial institutions to be committed to working on innovative solutions to deal with the crisis we are now facing, by alleviating its effects on our economies and on the most vulnerable populations, with a view to delivering on the goals of the 2030 Development Agenda, sooner rather than later.

It is our hope that this Working Group will serve to craft comprehensive and coordinated proposals to contribute towards the efforts being made by the member states to combat the pandemic.

Thank you very much.
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