AG/RES. 2123 (XXXV-O/05)

PROMOTION OF CORPORATE
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” and reiterating the importance of all its preambular paragraphs;

CONSIDERING that, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held a joint meeting at which the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) reported on the results of the conferences on corporate social responsibility held in Panama in 2003 and Mexico in 2004, and on the preparations for the conference to be held in Chile in September 2005; moreover, the OAS General Secretariat reported on its activities in this regard, and presentations were made by representatives of organizations that are spearheading corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere; and

CONSIDERING that a section on corporate social responsibility was included in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the achievements of the II Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility:  Deeds Not Words, held in Mexico City, from September 26 to 28, 2004, at which international experts in various aspects of corporate social responsibility (CSR) participated, along with union leaders, entrepreneurs, government representatives, and civil society, creating an important platform for dialogue and the exchange of experiences to advance the implementation of CSR and environmental policies. 

2. To note that the III Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility will be held in Santiago, Chile, from September 25 to 27, 2005; and to encourage the participation of member states.  Likewise, to instruct the General Secretariat to participate in the event and subsequently to prepare the corresponding report, inviting representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank to report on the Conference’s results.

3. To urge member states to support programs and initiatives to promote corporate social responsibility through internationally recognized principles and guidelines, taking into account cooperative initiatives with private sector entities, such as business associations, labor unions, academic institutions, and civil society organizations.

4. To encourage member states to develop, promote, and encourage broader dissemination, exchange of experiences and information, training, and outreach in the area of corporate social responsibility.  Likewise, to encourage them to facilitate appropriate participation and cooperation in these efforts by the private sector, business associations, labor unions, academic institutions, and civil society organizations.

5. To suggest to the Permanent Council that an annual meeting be held to exchange information on programs and initiatives and to assess the progress countries have made in implementing policies and measures to promote corporate social responsibility.  Participants in the meeting should include the groups identified in operative paragraph 4 of this resolution.

6. To instruct the Secretary General to work through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to join efforts with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and other international organizations and contribute to information exchange and capacity-building, to enable member states to be in position to promote CSR in their own private sector community.

7. To recommend to member states that they play an active role in the negotiations under way in the International Organization for Standardization to establish a standard for corporate social responsibility (ISO 26000).

8. To recommend to member states that they become knowledgeable about existing internationally recognized voluntary principles and guidelines, as well as private sector initiatives, to promote corporate social responsibility, and, as appropriate to their circumstances, support such internationally recognized principles and standards and private sector initiatives.  

9. To instruct the General Secretariat to support, with any external resources than can be mobilized, the provisions of operative paragraphs 4 and 7 of this resolution.

10. To recommend to member states that, in drawing up the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, they take into account the results of the III Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility.

