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Executive Summary

PRESENTATION

The following document presents the recommendations developed by the civil society organizations (CSOs) that participated in the Regional Forum “Civil Society in the Hemispheric Integration Process within the Framework of the Special Summit of the Americas,” which was held on November 24-25, 2003 in Mexico City, Mexico.  

The forum was organized by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat along with the Government of Mexico, Corporación Participa, Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales (CRIES), Red Interamericana para la Democracia (RID), Partners of the Americas and the U.S. Agency for International Development, Alianza Cívica, the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), and Asociación Latinoamericana de Organizaciones de Promoción (ALOP).

The objective of the forum was to offer a space for dialogue among civil society organizations, opinion leaders and academics in the region to discuss and formulate recommendations regarding the three themes of the Special Summit of the Americas (SSA) to be held on January 12-13, 2004 in Monterrey, Mexico.  The CSO’s recognize the effort led by the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat to offer civil society organization an opportunity to contribute in preparation for the SSA. 

The three central themes of the SSA and those discussed at the Forum are:

1. Economic Growth with Equity

2. Social Development

3. Democratic Governance

The forum was attended by 85 participants representing 71 civil society organizations from 21 countries of the Americas. The forum also was attended by six governmental representatives from Mexico, the United States, and Canada, seven representatives from international organizations such as the OAS, the Interamerican Development Bank
, and the World Bank, and one representative of the indigenous peoples.  

The following are the recommendations formulated and prioritized by the participants of the Forum and are intended for the governments of the region
.  

The recommendations reflect priorities identified by civil society with the purpose of supporting the governments in their efforts to facilitate concrete action towards economic growth with equity, social development, and democratic governance among our countries.   

The CSOs that participated in the forum regard the inclusion of these recommendations in the agenda of the Special Summit in Mexico as fundamental for its development.  Furthermore, we request the incorporation of a space in the Special Summit of the Americas for a formal dialogue between governments and CSOs.  

1. ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH EQUITY

1.1 Ensure that economic growth is of a high quality, this is to say, to pay careful attention to the problem regarding the structure of growth and the strategy for creating employment.   This should be associated with the development of social security systems that contribute to the reduction of vulnerability.  The concept of employment should be reexamined and extended to other activities to be considered under different designations.  

1.2 Support the development of SMEs to facilitate the access to credit, creating a suitable legal environment and implementing services to increase competition.  

1.3 Develop dedicated and concrete actions regarding the treatment of less developed economies in trade liberalization agreements.  

1.4 Incorporate in the hemispheric agenda the question of agrarian transformation.

1.5 Strengthen the state’s tax collecting capability.  

2. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

2.1 Human Rights

2.1.1 To design and promote policies and economic and social programs based on internationally recognized human rights to guarantee their effectiveness, sustainability, inclusive in nature, and equitability.  

2.1.2 To follow up in a timely manner to the commitments made at the Special Summit against Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and all other related forms of intolerance.

2.2 Health and Social Security

2.2.1 Guarantee access to universal health care and social security which are central to the achievement of a higher standard of living for the entire population, focusing on prevention and attention to family health.  

2.3 Social Participation

2.3.1 Institutionalize the participation of civil society in social policies, as much in their design and prioritization, execution, and evaluation.  

2.4 Education

2.4.1 Increase and reassign public expenditures in education per student, in order to address the serious inequities that exist.

2.4.2 Improve incentives for quality teaching, connecting newly increased salaries to the implementation of policies that take performance into account.

2.4.3 Invest in formal education for the adult population, not only for children and youths. 

2.5 Indigenous Peoples

2.5.1 Support the development and approval of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by consensus with the participation of those interested parties.  

2.5.2 Recommend the establishment of permanent bipartisan groups (States and Indigenous Peoples) at the highest level of the Inter-American System, to be discussed among interested parties to follow-up agreements in this area.  

3. DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

3.1 CSO participation in the hemispheric process

3.1.1 Create a permanent Consultative Commission comprised of CSOs registered to the OAS, which in coordination with the Summits of Americas Secretariat may contribute to the Summit process.
3.2 Access to Information Promote
3.2.1 Urge into action the existence of laws that guarantee access to public information in those countries where access does not exist.  In the countries where such laws do exist, improve the application of these laws to ensure effective and timely access to information for citizens.   

3.3 Freedom of Expression

3.3.1 Ensure that national legislation regarding freedom of expression meets international standards.  Specifically, eliminate the practice of censorship of all forms, faithfully respecting the mandates established by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  

� Details of the participants who atended the forum can be found in Annex 1


� For more details regarding all of the recommendations please see Final Report
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