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Social Development

The reform of the Social Safety Net (SSN) has seen the introduction of the Programme for Advancement through Health and Education (PATH). This Programme is a new type of social Protection Programme that seeks to promote human capital development, especially among the youth, as a means of breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty.  Some 236, 000 persons living below the poverty line have been targeted to receive assistance in the form of cash transfers and have been identified by the Beneficiary Identification System (BIS) used to identify the poor. 
These objectives are being achieved through the provision of income support to families below the poverty line, conditional on certain behavioural requirements such as sending children to school and ensuring regular visits to health centres. It also represents a key element to the Government’s initiative to transform the social safety net to fiscally sound and more efficient system of social assistance for the poor and vulnerable. 
Legislative changes are being addressed through the development of a National Assistance Act which would modernise the social protection legislation.

Persons with Disabilities

The Ministry of Labour and Social Security is preparing   a Disability Act to strengthen enforcement of the rights of the Disabled as articulated in the National Policy for Persons with Disability.

In May 2004, the Government hosted the first regional Meeting of CARICOM Ministers with responsibility for Disability Issues and adopted the Kingston Accord, a framework Agreement for a regional action plan on disability. 
A special Fair, “ Enable 2005”, was held to reduce workplace discrimination and stimulate employment of persons with disabilities.
Protection for Senior Citizens

The National Policy for Senior Citizens was passed in 1997 and adjustments have been made to update the plans and programmes for seniors. The current emphasis is being placed on research on the impact of crime and violence on citizens to facilitate policies and strategies to combat these trends.

Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour
Jamaica ratified the ILO Convention NO 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour in 2003 and has since institutionalised an ILO/ IPEC (International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour) Programme. As  a result, a draft Plan of Action on Child Labour has been developed and presented to Cabinet for its endorsement.

Protection of Workers

The Government of Jamaica has fully recognised the importance of  worker’s rights as prerequisites for economic growth, social harmony and poverty reduction. Consequently, the Government actively promotes and facilitates dialogue to settle industrial disputes and is actively reviewing the Labour Relations and Industrial Disputes Act so that non-unionised workers can have access to the Industrial Disputes Tribunal to have their disputes settled.

The Ministry has instituted an Annual review of the National Minimum Wage that is used to guide salary levels for the lowest paid categories of workers, to protect and prevent the exploitation of workers.
Gender Equality
 A number of initiatives have been undertaken to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and men.

These include the passage of the Property Act (Right of Spouses), amendment to the Domestic Violence Act, institutionalising and strengthening government and civil society in gender analysis and the staging of workshops, seminars and community meetings to sensitise people on gender equality.

Poverty Reduction

The National Poverty Eradication programme (NPEP) completed its sixth year of operation in the financial year 2003-2004.  The objectives of the programme were to promote economic and social development, reduce the number of persons below the poverty line in targeted communities and eradicate absolute poverty. 

The programme encompassed a range of multi-sectoral activities specifically related to community based programmes, human resources/ social development and building an enabling environment. 

After a comprehensive review of the programme, it was determined that a number of elements needed to be adjusted to deal with the  current challenges and, as such, a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper that can form the new thrust for poverty eradication is being elaborated.

Consideration is also being given to the establishment of an Executive Agency, attached to the Cabinet Office, which would have  responsibility for  managing the poverty reduction/eradication Programme . The framework document for the establishment of the agency is currently being prepared, and appropriate consultations are being undertaken.
HIV/ AIDS

A national HIV/AIDS Policy was developed and passed in May 2005. the policy establishes the foundation for guidelines and legislation to reduce the stigma and discrimination , promote an enabling  environment for improved access to prevention, treatment and support for those living with and affected by the disease.

A Caribbean HIV/AIDS Regional Training (CHART) Centre was established in 2004 and upgrading work carried out on the facilities to house the Centre. A number of activities were targeted under the Ministry’s Programme of Capacity Building, including inter alia, GAP analysis for laboratory information system, improvement of the HIV/AIDS database, a comprehensive review of infectious waste disposal practices and a review of the National AIDS Committee (NAC). Since the outset of the Voluntary Counselling and HIV Testing (VCT) training programme in 2003, over 1000 counsellors and 50 trainers have been certified.
In 2004, following on a grant of US$23m over a five year period, fourteen treatment centres were established across the island, under a public access programme for anti-retroviral  (ARV) drug treatment, to provide access to these critical drugs.

Increased testing of mothers under the Mother–to-Child  Transmission Prevention Programme has helped to increase the level of awareness and early treatment. Some 30-50% of persons attending sexually transmitted Infections (STI) clinics were tested.

A number of programmes have been implemented by NGOs in conjunction with a range of partners including UN Agencies, International Donor Agencies, Private Foundations, Technical Agencies, Regional Institutions and local partners in the private sector. 
As a part of its strategy, the Ministry has established a surveillance and tracking mechanism and carries out periodic reports to the public.
Senior medical and policy staff have been involved and remain engaged in international and regional activities, conferences and programmes to improve the island’s monitoring and treatment capacity. 

Protection of Children 

In 2004, the Government took the decision to pass the Child Care and Protection Act which provides for inter alia, the establishment of the Office of Children’s Advocate and the Central Registry for Child Abuse, the mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse and increased penalties for offenders.

The designation of the Child Development Agency as an Executive Agency has seen the incorporation of three units (Children Services Division, Child Support Unit and the Adoption Board) under one umbrella to more effectively respond to Children’s issues.
A decision has also been taken to have a Monitoring Officer within the Agency to monitor child care facilities (Government and private) to ensure that standards are maintained and the rights of children protected.

Other actions include;
· establishment of  a National Framework of Action for 
· children to respond to the challenges facing the Jamaican Child;
· development of new instruments to collect data and prepare various reports to advance the welfare of children;
· increase in the rate paid to private Child Care Facilities and Foster Parents who care for children who are wards of the State ensuring that their needs are adequately met and,
· creation of working groups to develop and implement strategies to combat Trafficking in Persons, with special emphasis on children.
A national Plan of Action for Orphans and other children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS has been created and is designed to support the Jamaica HIV/AIDS/ STI National Plan 2002-2006.

Two other instruments for treating development issues related to Youth, include the National Strategic Plan for Youth Development and the Plan of Action for an integrated Response to Children and Violence.
Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation 

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and  Emergency Management (ODPEM) has responsibility for the country’s operational Disaster Management  and has undertaken a number of initiatives, including the shifting of its approach from disaster management to risk management. 

As a consequence, the Office has managed to obtain funding for  its projects generally aimed at improving  the island’s capacities and to carry out mitigation measures in communities across the island.
Some of the ODPEM’s  activities aimed at improving its effectiveness in the event of disasters have included:

· Increasing awareness on earthquakes among schools in Montego Bay;
· Strengthening of national and community level capacities to conduct vulnerability reduction programmes;
· Upgrading of the GIS Lab, training of staff in vulnerability  and risk assessment  and collaboration with tertiary institutions in producing tools for vulnerability reduction and hazard management;
· Capacity building at institutional and community levels

· Inclusion of mitigation issues into development issues and building codes;
· Simulation exercises in the public and private  Sectors and the Schools, and the
· Acquisition of equipment and technology to support the work of the office in its annual preparations. 

 A special emphasis has been placed on a UNICEF funded programme for “ Protecting Children in Emergencies by strengthening the capacity of schools and their surrounding communities to respond to Disasters”.

Security 

As a part of its strategy to fight crime, a comprehensive approach has been adopted by the Ministry of National Security to establish mechanisms for consultation and collaboration at the neighbourhood, community and parish levels. 
Increased and improved communication between the citizenry and the Police has enhanced the level of understanding and willingness to cooperate. This effort has been undertaken through the Neighbourhood Watch, Parish Crime Prevention Programmes and the Community Safety and Security Programme. The efforts to integrate the communities and interest groups in the fight against crime and violence continue to be pursued as the most sustainable approach to rebuilding the social fabric of families and communities, renewing and promoting adherence to law and order and the long-term reduction in crime. 
Other initiatives which include, “Get the Guns”, “Crime Stop” and Operation Kingfish, are aimed at bringing all measures to bear on the disruptive elements in society and tackle trans-national links which support the criminal networks.

Port Security
In an effort to meet the required international standards established by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) after the events of 2001, the Government of Jamaica has spent over US$90m to upgrade its systems and facilities at its ports.  

The fact that ninety percent (90%) of the country’s trade is carried out on ships, compels the Government to  establish and maintain the measures required to keep the country in compliance with the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code. A comprehensive set of arrangements for monitoring the statutory safety and environmental compliance of both local and international ships has been established by the Maritime Authority. 
Administration of Justice

The Ministry of Justice has determined that sound legal frameworks are prerequisites for economic growth and social development. As a result, the focus has been on the automation of the justice system and on institutional and human resource capacity building. The promotion of a legislative framework that supports legal and judicial reform as well as sustainable social and economic development. 

Over the last four years, the Ministry has carried out the following programmes/ activities aimed at meeting its objectives ;

· Modernisation of the Justice System;
· Review and upgrade of Court Rules  for the Supreme and Resident Magistrates’ Courts;
· Training of Judges, Prosecutors, real-time Court Reporters and Administrators;
· Upgrading of Court Buildings and Facilities;
· Reform of the Legal Aid System to assist the most vulnerable in society;
· Establishment of the Justice Education Unit to increase citizens knowledge of their rights and responsibilities;
· Justice Reform which includes initiatives in Restorative Justice, Youth Justice Reform, Court Connected Mediation and establishing  Charter of Rights and Freedoms;
· Review of the Stipendiary Magistrates Act to improve the monitoring of the Lay Magistrates in the system and increasing access to justice services, particularly at the local level. This would include the establishment of a quota system, a formalised Registry for Justices of the Peace and the development of a Code of Conduct for Justices.
A number of Bills have been prepared, tabled and are in various states of review.  Among these are The Criminal Justice and Maintenance Acts which have been tabled in Parliament. The Domestic Violence Act and Coroner’s Act have already  been passed by Parliament. 
Strategies for Economic Growth
The growth strategies being pursued by the Government are outlined in its Medium Term socio-economic Policy Framework 2004-2007 and which was last revised in August 2004.the objectives relate to increased investment for social capital, creation of increased employment, increased investment in infrastructure and a more responsive public sector.
The strategies for achieving these targets include:

· Tax Reform (to improve tax collection and broadening of the Tax base)
· Monetary Policies

· Debt Management, utilising various strategies on borrowing, accessing external markets, financing the fiscal deficit and improved management of the local market

· The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding for the Public Sector to control wages 

· Private Sector Policy Strategies which include facilitating and enabling the private sector and improving the competitiveness of Jamaica’s products, and the enhancement of the labour force and infrastructure. 
Foreign Trade and International Economic Negotiations
Jamaica developed a new trade policy in 2001 in a bid to adapt to the rapid changes taking place in the world economy due to globalization and liberalization. The Government continues to employ a system of extensive consultations across the widest cross-section of society in order to reach consensus positions on the issues of greatest importance.
The new trade policy focuses on the creation of new exports, displace imports and increase the flow of net positive returns from overseas inflows from remittances and capital flows and investments in Jamaica.
Strengthening relations with a number of countries in the region  around the Caribbean Basin constitute another important aspect of the policy.
The country has also been preparing for an end to preferential arrangements and to the reciprocal trade arrangements which will take place within the framework of the FTAA and the EU trade regimes in the near future. In spite of delays in advancing the FTAA, Jamaica maintains that the FTAA will be an important part of its strategic trade policy as well as a means to create sustained economic development and remains committed to the negotiating process.
A proactive approach in the WTO negotiations is crucial to the overall policy for trade adjustment and Jamaica has long been an advocate for initiatives to advance special and differential treatment for developing countries and to enhance south-south trade. Jamaica has made significant efforts to make its trade and investment regime more open and transparent, including through initiatives to accelerate customs clearance. Much work has also been done to liberalize the financial services and telecommunications sectors.
Steps are already being undertaken to establish the requisite legislative and institutional framework to adequately support the new systems which will be required, nationally and within the context of CARICOM and the Single Market and Economy. Jamaica is now considering the steps necessary for implementation of the Single Economy in 2008 and work is being done at the regional level to put in place a Regional Strategic Development Plan.

As a member of the African Caribbean and Pacific(ACP) group of countries, Jamaica is now participating in the  negotiations to conclude  Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) with the EU. In April 2004, the launch of the regional negotiations took place in Kingston. The EU currently provides support for projects in a range of areas including infrastructure development, education and private sector initiatives. Jamaica will be seeking to preserve critical elements of trade and development aspects of the Lome and Cotonou Agreements, including maintaining beneficial terms of access for Caribbean products into EC markets, support for private sector development and promoting regional integration and development goals. 
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