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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Suriname to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and with reference to this Mission’s Note No. WASH/178/05/05/HMD/cgs dated September 16, 2005, has the honour to submit herewith the report on the implementation of the Summits mandates by the Republic of Suriname.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Suriname avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Summits of the Americas Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.
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Brief Report on the Follow-up and Implementation of the Plan of Action issued at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001) and of the mandates approved at the Special Summit of the Heads of States of the Americas (Monterrey, Mexico, 2004)

Introduction

The Government of the Republic of Suriname attaches great importance to the realization of the objectives set out in the Plan of Action issued at the Third Summit of the Americas in 2001 in Quebec City, Canada, as well as to the Declaration of Quebec adopted on that occasion and to the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted during the Special Summit of the Heads of States of the Americas, held in 2004 in Monterrey, Mexico.

This report gives a brief outline of the actions taken and of the endeavours of the Government of Suriname to meet its commitments regarding the Summit mandates approved by the Heads of State during the two Summits.

Hunger and Poverty eradication

The Government of Suriname has formulated and   implemented several policies aimed at improving the well being of its citizens, in particular of those who are in great need.

These policies contributed to:

*
concession of a financial allowance to the youth, elderly people and those who are 

 Physically disabled;

*
improvement of access to health care services, in particular for the socially disabled and  Elderly people;

*
assistance to social institutions in order to facilitate the implementation of actions by e.g. Non Governmental Organizations committed to social welfare.

Furthermore, at the domestic level, with the support of the Netherlands, China and Venezuela, efforts are being made to implement an effective housing policy, while also in collaboration with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), special attention is being given to the reform of the Social Welfare System, also called the Social Safety Net, in order to improve the social services granted by the Government.

A Low Income Shelter Programme (LISP) has already been introduced in April 2003, while the implementation of the reform of the Social Safety Net is expected to be initiated before April 2006.

It deserves mentioning that, for the purpose of collecting relevant information of those who are most in need of social services, a Beneficiary Information and Payment System (BIPS) has been introduced in 2005. The implementation will last about two years.

Rural development

In order to promote rural development, Suriname has also adopted an Agricultural Sector Plan, which should also contribute to effectively cope with the challenges of hunger and poverty.

Environmental Protection

Currently efforts are being made for the formulation of a national strategy for the protection of the bio-diversity. In consistency with the United Nations Convention on Bio-diversity, the creation of an information network in which all relevant stakeholders should participate, is a priority.

In collaboration with the UNDP, a study on Bio prospecting has already been started, while, in order to prepare for the ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Bio safety, a National Bio safety Framework Project has been launched in July 2003.

It deserves mentioning that Suriname is committed to the implementation of the Protocol of Montreal, which should contribute to the protection of the Ozon Layer. In order to cope with land deterioration, and also as a result of Suriname’s commitment to the UNCCD, a national report containing information on the reality in Suriname has been developed. This report should contribute to the formulation of a National Action Plan to counter land deterioration.

Shortly, an Environmental legal Framework which has already been finalized will be submitted for consideration by the National Parliament. This legal framework should contribute to effectively cope with the challenges regarding land, air and water pollution in Suriname, and also to comply with the commitments made internationally.

Human Rights Protection 

The Rights of Children

In collaboration with the UNICEF a plan of action 2002-2006 is being implemented, in order to:

-adjust legislation where needed, in order to protect children;

-eliminate all kinds of ill-treatment of children;

-guarantee equal development opportunities;

-raise awareness of children with regard to sexually transmitted diseases.

It deserves mentioning that Suriname is party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children, and has also signed, in May 2002, the Protocols related to this convention, of which ratification is due to take place.

The Rights of Physically disabled people

Actions are also being taken in order to raise the awareness with regard to the rights of the physically disabled.

The Rights of Women

In compliance with Suriname’s commitment to the protection of the rights of Women, in 2003 the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of discrimination against Women (CEDAW) has been ratified by Suriname, as well as the Convention of Belem do Para.

Further to these actions, domestically, with the participation of all relevant stakeholders, a Gender Action Plan has been formulated, in order to raise gender awareness and increase the participation of women in political, social and economic activities.

Along with these purposes, this action plan is aimed at diminishing violence against women.

Domestically, the commission for gender legislation has also suggested that legal adjustments be adopted, as well as the introduction of new legislation in order to cope with discrimination against women.

Protection of Intellectual Property 

In Suriname copyright is automatically extended when the work of an artist is published.

Peace and Security

In order to comply with the commitments of the United Nations Convention and the Convention of the Organization of American States to counter terrorism, Suriname has developed a roadmap in order to accelerate ratification of the aforementioned instruments.

As a result, since 2004, Suriname has met 6 of the 12 commitments in this regard, including the ratification of instruments related to nuclear material, bombing, plastic explosives, acts committed on aircraft, terrorism and transnational crime.

Good Governance and transparency

In order to effectively cope with corruption and illegal practices within Governmental institutions, the Government of Suriname has formulated an anti-corruption law, which has already been passed Parliament for its approval. Suriname underlines the importance of the observance of the principles of transparency, the prevalence of Democratic institutions and order as well as of the participation of all in the formulation and implementation of Government policies.

