[image: image1.png]RNM







---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For Immediate Release 
December 1, 2003 
CARICOM Trade Ministers/WTO Chief Interchange, “Productive” 

CHRIST CHURCH, BARBADOS – As part of an intensive round of consultations with member governments, in the aftermath of the ill-fated Fifth World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference, WTO Director-General, Supachai Panitchpakdi, met with CARICOM Trade Ministers, in Georgetown, Guyana, November 28.  Ernesto Derbez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, and Chair of the Fifth WTO Ministerial Conference, also participated.
WTO-led consultations – with member governments - are taking place in advance of a WTO General Council Meeting of Senior Officials, scheduled for no later than December 15, 2003.

Hon. Clement Rohee, Minister of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation, Guyana (and CARICOM Ministerial Spokesperson for WTO issues) characterized the engagement between CARICOM Ministers and the WTO Director-General, and his team, as positive and productive.

Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (RNM) Director-General Ambassador Dr. Richard Bernal, emphasized that the meeting was particularly beneficial as it provided a clearer understanding of the positions of other WTO member governments and prospects for resuming Doha Agenda negotiations.  The RNM chief and Dr. Peter Gonzales, RNM Director of WTO Matters, attended the meeting, providing technical support to the Ministers.

The interchange, with the WTO head, was directed at the process of resuming multilateral trade negotiations and an update on positions emerging from an exchange of views with other WTO member countries.  Allied to this, the Ministers outlined CARICOM’s vision for the resumption of global trade talks, emphasizing the region’s interest in re-launching the Doha Agenda.  

While acknowledging that there was a willingness amongst CARICOM countries to be flexible, regarding areas under consideration in the Doha Round, the Ministers underscored that the region’s position on the ‘Singapore Issues’ remained unchanged.  “Any flexibility that the region exercises, however, will depend on the extent to which CARICOM’s issues and interests are substantially addressed in any resumed process”, remarked Ambassador  Bernal.  The region’s key priority areas include: 1) special and differential treatment; 2) small developing economies; 3) the preservation of preferences; 4) ‘special products’; and, 5) financial support for implementation and adjustment.

Ministers apprised Mr. Panitchpakdi that they were, as yet, unconvinced of the merit of re-starting talks based on the Derbez Text of the Ministerial Declaration, that met with resistance, and was not agreed to, at the Fifth WTO Ministerial Conference.  “The region still has reservations about negotiations on the basis of the Derbez Text”, Ambassador Bernal cautioned.  While the region would be willing to recommend negotiations utilizing the Derbez Text, it must not be the sole basis for dialogue; other text submissions have validity.

While in Guyana, Mr. Panitchpakdi, and his delegation, attended a lunch hosted by H.E. President Bharrat Jagdeo. They also met with members of Cabinet and civil society.

At a press conference, at the close of the consultation, Hon. Louis Straker, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, lauded the RNM for its technical support.  

Hon. Billie Miller, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Barbados, brought into sharp focus the strain on the region’s resources given CARICOM’s involvement in simultaneous negotiations in three theatres, i.e. WTO, Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), and Africa Caribbean Pacific-European Union (ACP-EU) Economic Partnership Agreements.  She underscored that notwithstanding this “great challenge” it is to the advantage of the region to be at the negotiating table, to advance priority issues.
CARICOM Ministers present, at the one-day consultation, included: Hon. Clement Rohee, Minister of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation, Guyana (and CARICOM Ministerial Spokesperson for WTO issues); Hon. Billie Miller, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Barbados; and, Hon. Louis Straker, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade, St. Vincent & the Grenadines.  
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