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{0> PROCEEDINGS OF the XLVI meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)<0}
The XLVI Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) was held on September 12, 2006, at OAS headquarters, in which the Republic of Argentina officially transferred the Chairship of the Summits of the Americas Process to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the host country of the Fifth Summit of the Americas to be held in 2009.

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Roberto García Moritán, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of the Argentine Republic and Chair of the SIRG. After the transfer of the Chairship the meeting was presided over by the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, Public Administration and Information of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Senator Dr. the Honorable Lenny Saith. The opening session was presided over by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza.

1. Welcoming Remarks by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza
The Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS), José Miguel Insulza, welcomed the National Summit Coordinators and drew attention to the importance of this meeting, in which the Chairship of the Summits Process was transferred to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as future host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.

The Secretary General mentioned that it was important for countries to understand that the need for Summits would increase as effective results were accomplished and commitments fulfilled. 

He also underscored the importance of civil society in monitoring implementation of Summit mandates and said that one of the principal achievements of the Summits has been to accommodate the participation of those organizations in the Summits Process. The Secretary General also referred to other Summit achievements, including the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the fifth anniversary of which was commemorated that day.

He also underlined the importance of the task that the SIRG would perform in following up on the results of the mandates of the Mar del Plata Summit until the Summit in Trinidad and Tobago was held. He recognized that the Summit of Mar del Plata was held at a crucial time for the Americas and that important issues were discussed, including, inter alia, maintenance of sound macroeconomic policies, strengthening microenterprise and small business, access to credit, and elimination of child labor.

He also said that the Summit of the Americas should be a forum where the Heads of State and Government can adopt guidelines for the hemisphere every three years. In this sense, he furthermore referred to the need to institutionalize the Summits Process so as to have not only a mechanism to coordinate implementation and follow-up on Summit mandates, but also an administrative structure in place with the necessary resources to fulfill those commitments.

Finally, he referred to the members of the inter-American system and drew attention to the work of institutions in the Summits Process. He also reaffirmed that the OAS would continue to design national and multilateral mechanisms to follow up on agreed mechanisms, as well as financing options with which to meet their objectives. 

2. Remarks of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Argentina, Ambassador Roberto García Moritán

Next, Ambassador Roberto García Moritán, as Chair of the SIRG, took the floor and underscored the importance of this meeting at which the Chair of the Summits of the Americas Process was being transferred. In that regard, he discussed the importance of having held the Chair for the previous three years and thanked the countries and the General Secretariat for their support during his term of office. 

He also recognized the important work of regional and international agencies, as well as the contributions of civil society and the private sector. He also acknowledged the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat –in particular, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat– for the support provided to the Government of Argentina to hold the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

Ambassador García Moritán referred to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the agenda for which was inspired by the theme "Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance." At that Summit, the creation of more and better jobs was considered as the main way to reduce poverty and social exclusion. Three principal paths were identified to accomplish those objectives: investment in infrastructure, training for the labor force, and promotion of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.

He also mentioned some of the commitments adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, including: the fight against gender-based discrimination, the abolition of child labor, the elimination of discrimination in the workplace, respect for the rights of indigenous peoples and afro-descendants, and exchange of information on chronic diseases such as HIV/AIDS, the SARS virus, tuberculosis, avian flu, and other health risks.

He stressed that the Fourth Summit marked a step toward consolidation of the framework of cooperation founded on common values, including democracy, the protection and promotion of human rights, peace, and the quest for the development of peoples.

Ambassador García Moritán also provided information on the meetings of the SIRG held in April and June of this year, where a format was presented for follow-up on Summit mandates, which will serve as a guide for the identification of actions to be carried out. He also mentioned the presentation in June by the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) of a preliminary progress report on implementation of the mandates of the Fourth Summit. Furthermore, he mentioned the meeting held on May 23, 2006 with the JSWG to share experiences in connection with the programs and projects carried out by each institution in keeping with the mandates and commitments of Mar del Plata. He also mentioned the publication by the Summits Secretariat of the "Official Documents from the Summits of the Americas Process 2004-2006, Volume IV," in keeping with its mandate to be the institutional memory of the Process.

He also mentioned "The Consensus of Mar del Plata, Fourth Summit of the Americas 2005, Analysis and Perspectives," a joint publication of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina and the International Labor Organization (ILO), which was distributed among the participants.

Finally, Ambassador García Moritán referred to the study distributed throughout the room entitled "Civil Society Participation Toward the Fourth Summit of the Americas" which contains the discussions of civil society organizations prior to the Summit and stated that significant progress had been made with respect to the participation of such organizations since the previous Summit.
3. Transfer of the Chairship of the Summits Process from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Argentina, Ambassador Roberto García Moritán, to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, Public Administration and Information, Senator Dr. the Honorable Lenny Saith

Next, Ambassador García Moritán expressed Argentina’s satisfaction at having held the Chairship of the SIRG and invited Senator Dr. Lenny Saith to step forward so that he might transfer the Chairship and pass to him the statue of "Inukshuk", the symbol of the Summits of the Americas. The Inukshuk was presented to Argentina by Canada as a symbol of guidance and of the unity of our peoples toward common goals. 

Senator Dr. Lenny Saith said that there was an inextricable link between development and prosperity and that social factors and environmental protection should not be overlooked. At the same time he reflected on the achievements made since the First Summit of the Americas in Miami, which are a legacy of the search for collective development goals. Next, he thanked Argentina and, on behalf of Trinidad and Tobago, accepted the Chairship of the Summits Process.

4. Remarks of the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, Public Administration and Information of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Senator Dr. the Honorable Lenny Saith, on the path forward in the Summits of the americas Process
Senator Dr. Lenny Saith, Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, Public Administration and Information of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, thanked the delegations of the Member States for their support and said that it was an honor for Trinidad and Tobago to accept the Chairship of the Summits Process. He drew attention to the importance of the Summits and to the recognition by the Heads of State and Government of the link between development and prosperity, and identified the following priority issues: consolidation of democracy; growth of trade; creation of jobs; enhancement of labor conditions and improvement of social factors that impact on the wellbeing of our citizenry including the provision of appropriate health, educational and training facilities; and protection of the environment. 

He also underscored the achievements of the Summits of the Americas and, in particular, the Inter-American Democratic Charter as one of the most visible outcomes of this Process. He added that there were certainly many substantial issues which still must be addressed in order to fully achieve the objectives enunciated at each Summit.

Senator Dr. Saith said that, for its part, Trinidad and Tobago is pursuing developed nation status by the year 2020 and that many of the mandates of the Summits Process overlap with the goals in its blueprint for development, known as Vision 2020. That Plan includes the evolution of a knowledge based society, a highly productive and globally competitive economy and the provision of a standard of living comparable to that of the developed world. To achieve this vision, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago is developing its human capital by creating an education system from the primary to the tertiary level with emphasis on information technology aimed at acquiring the necessary skills to compete within the global labor force.

Senator Dr. Saith also said that his country has demonstrated its commitment to the Summits Process through offering to host the headquarters of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA); hosting the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education in Tobago in August 2005; and hosting the XV Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Labor to be held in September 2007. In addition, he said that Trinidad and Tobago is committed to the pan-Caribbean region and expressed his government's gratitude for the support of the Member States, particularly to the Government of Colombia for facilitating that process.

Finally, Senator Dr. Saith mentioned that the Summits of the Americas Process, together with the institutional support provided by the Organization of American States, affords Member States the opportunity to negotiate and adopt instruments for the collective benefit of the hemisphere. In this sense, Trinidad and Tobago has seriously undertaken the task of hosting the 2009 Summit of the Americas and is making arrangements for the establishment of a Secretariat to spearhead this Process.

5. Comments by the Representatives of the Member States

Next, several delegations of the Member States took the floor to address the Summits Process.

The Delegation of Peru thanked the Argentine Republic and offered its support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in its new role. It also expressed solidarity with the Government of the United States for the tragic events of five years earlier. It also underscored its commitment to the agreements of the Mar del Plata Summit and mentioned the link that exists between decent work and poverty reduction. The Delegation of Peru also addressed the issue of discrimination in the workplace, the rights of migrant workers, and the promotion of small and medium-sized enterprises. It also stressed its support for the elimination of forced and child labor. Finally, the Delegation of Peru referred to the importance of the participation of international agencies and civil society organizations and drew attention to the fact that the OAS can contribute to Summit objectives through its strategic plans on the issues of education, sustainable development, and scientific and technological development.

For its part, the Delegation of Canada expressed its appreciation to the Government of Argentina for its work in holding the Fourth Summit; congratulated the Government of Trinidad and Tobago as the new Chair of the Summits Process and the first Caribbean country to preside over this Process; and drew attention to the work of the Summit of the Americas Secretariat and its support for the Process. It also mentioned that Canada regards the Summits Process as an essential instrument for hemispheric dialogue and cooperation. The main contribution of the Summits Process, which dovetails with the work of the OAS and other inter-American institutions, is to introduce hemispheric cooperation initiatives with the highest level of political commitment. The Delegation of Canada also underscored the importance of the commitments adopted at the Quebec Summit to move forward with a balanced agenda of democracy, prosperity, and equity. 

The Delegation of Chile congratulated the Government of Trinidad and Tobago on assuming the Chairship of the Summits of the americas Process and conveyed its recognition to the Republic of Argentina for its efforts. It also referred to the Inter-American Democratic Charter as an essential contribution to the collective goal of furthering democracy as a core characteristic of the hemispheric identity. The Delegation of Chile also referred to the consistency of the mandates of the Summits Process with the OAS agenda and drew attention to the discussions on increasing the involvement of the OAS in every phase of the construction of the Summits agenda in order to facilitate mandate implementation and follow-up activities. The Delegation also reaffirmed the need to merge policy and developmental agendas and mentioned that that was the sense that the Delegation of Chile wished to give to the Social Charter of the Americas. The Delegation also underscored the contribution of civil society to the Summits Process and drew attention to the work of the Chilean NGO Participa which, in unison with other organizations in the region and with support provided by the OAS, has carried out multinational projects oriented toward civil society follow-up on Summit mandates. Finally, the Delegation announced that this coming November, with the sponsorship of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile, a seminar would be held on "Democratic Good Governance and National Alliances," with the aim of coordinating voluntary partnerships between representatives of governments and of civil society organizations, in order to support fulfillment of the commitments adopted by the countries at the hemispheric Summits.

The Delegation of Mexico expressed appreciation for the work of Argentina at the Fourth Summit and offered its support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. The Delegation also noted the importance of following up on mandates and supported the observations of the Delegation of Chile with respect to strengthening follow-up of Summit mandates through the OAS agenda. By the same token, the Delegation thanked the International Labor Organization and the Government of Argentina for the publication presented and emphasized the work of the member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group. 
The Delegation of the United States congratulated Trinidad and Tobago on taking up the Chair and offered its support to the holding of a successful Summit in 2009. At the same time, it thanked Ambassador García Moritán for the courtesies of the Argentine Government throughout the Summits Process and for holding the Fourth Summit.

Likewise, this Delegation added that the Summits Process is a common hemispheric agenda founded on four basic pillars: commitment to representative democracy and strengthening of democratic institutions; prosperity and sustainable development through job creation, the expansion of economic opportunities, trade liberalization, and economic integration; investment in people by fighting poverty, inequity, and social exclusion; improving access to quality education, healthcare services, and capital; and ensuring security for all persons and the democratic state by confronting threats such as terrorism, drug trafficking, gangs, and organized crime.

With regard to the implementation of Summit mandates, the Delegation observed that the purpose of the meetings of the SIRG should be to review compliance with commitments, examine new ways to move forward with the hemispheric agenda, and look for ways to work more closely with the member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). The Delegation of the United States also put forth a proposal for follow-up to be conducted according to thematic lines, with progress reports in which the JSWG members, together with experts and special guests, might refer to Summit themes. It also added that the coming meetings of the SIRG should discuss follow-up and implementation methods based on the form presented at earlier meetings.

As for Summit achievements, the Delegation of the United States mentioned a number of strides in the areas of debt reduction, linkage between small enterprise and job creation, reduction of business start-up time, remittances, the fight against corruption, and health. It also referred to the Inter-American Democratic Charter as one of the greatest achievements of the Quebec Summit. Next, it announced the donation of US$1 million to establish in the framework of the OAS an inter-American fund against corruption to help Member States to meet their obligations under the 1996 Inter-American Convention against Corruption. In conclusion, the Delegation said that periodic reviews were needed, particularly of initiatives that provide most opportunities to those in the least well-off sectors, in order to maintain the credibility of the Summits Process.

The Delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, on behalf of the Caribbean Community, thanked Argentina for its leadership and support in the Summits Process and for hosting the last Summit. It also offered its full support to the Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago as host of the next Summit and emphasized that this is the first time a Caribbean State has assumed this responsibility. It also expressed recognition for the work of the Summits Secretariat, and drew attention to the anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the support of CARICOM for the Social Charter.
Next, the Delegation of Colombia congratulated Argentina on its successful tenure as Chair and offered its support to Trinidad and Tobago in the holding of the Fifth Summit. It also ratified its commitment to the Summits Process and underlined the importance of having objective visions so that commitments move beyond political declarations and into practical actions.

Subsequently, the Delegation of El Salvador offered its backing to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in the preparations the Fifth Summit and thanked the Government of Argentina for its work in the Process.

For its part, the Delegation of Venezuela thanked the Government of Argentina for its successful organization of the Summit and expressed its support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in hosting the Fifth Summit. It drew attention to the historical ties between Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago. The Delegation also mentioned that the Summits should serve to confront social injustice due to the rise in poverty and social equity in all countries. The Delegation of Venezuela said that the Monterrey Summit took the first steps, followed by the Summit of Mar del Plata, to give democracy a human face. It also reiterated the importance of moving forward with the Social Charter, which, together with the Democratic Charter, will be the pillars to assure real democracy in the hemisphere. It also called for a movement toward cultural integration based on cooperation. 
The Delegation of Panama added its thanks to Argentina for its leadership and wished Trinidad and Tobago success in its new role. It also mentioned that the Summits Process has a positive impact on our societies in areas such as the fight against corruption, human rights, and democracy. It also drew attention to the role played by civil society, which is essential for the implementation of mandates.
The Delegation of Haiti thanked Argentina for holding the last Summit and expressed its satisfaction at the designation of Trinidad and Tobago as host of the next Summit. 

The Delegation of Grenada noted its geographical proximity to Trinidad and Tobago and indicated its satisfaction at that country's designation as the host of the next Summit. At the same time, it offered its support to Trinidad and Tobago and highlighted the importance of the issues of sustainable development and strengthening democracy at the Summits.

The Delegation of Jamaica also offered its thanks to Argentina for hosting the Fourth Summit of the Americas and congratulated Trinidad and Tobago on its new role as Chair of the Summits Process. It also expressed its satisfaction at having a CARICOM sister nation in this Process and drew attention to some of the hurdles to be faced, including the challenges of small island states, natural disasters, corruption, illegal arms trafficking, and other issues. By the same token, the Delegation mentioned the influence of Trinidad and Tobago in the area of energy, which is a decisive factor in the political and social dynamics of the region.

Finally, the Delegation of Brazil congratulated Argentina on its successful stewardship of the Summits Process and mentioned that Mar del Plata established a new concept in sustainable growth and employment generation, with the maintenance of democratic good governance at its core. It also congratulated Trinidad and Tobago and offered its support for successfully holding the Fifth Summit of the Americas. In addition, it mentioned that follow-up on the implementation of Summit mandates should continue.
6. Remarks by the Deputy Director of the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the International Labor Organization, Virgilio Levaggi, regarding the publication "The Consensus of Mar del Plata, Fourth Summit of the Americas 2005, Analysis and Perspectives".

The Chair of the SIRG thanked the Member States for their remarks and offered the floor to the Deputy Director of the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the International Labor Organization, Virgilio Levaggi, who gave a short presentation on the publication "The Consensus of Mar del Plata, Fourth Summit of the Americas 2005, Analysis and Perspectives."
Mr. Levaggi expressed satisfaction at having had the opportunity to work with the Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the above-mentioned publication and drew attention to the importance of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata. 

He announced that, for their part, the American Member States of the ILO, at their XV Regional Meeting held in Brasilia in May of this year, decided to launch a Decade of Promotion of Decent Work    in the Americas in order to promote decent work and contribute to the reduction of poverty over the next 10 years.

Next, he mentioned that in keeping with the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, "The Consensus of Mar del Plata, Fourth Summit of the Americas 2005, Analysis and Perspectives" identifies the main challenges facing the region in the area of employment generation and proposes a hemispheric agenda to create decent work based on four broad policies: economic growth as the engine of employment; effective respect for fundamental rights and principles in the workplace; greater efficiency and coverage for social services, as well as promotion of effective social dialogue - and 11 specific intervention policies: promotion of international labor standards, gender equality, youth employment, development of micro- and small enterprises, as well as of the informal economy, the rural sector and local development, vocational training, employment services, salaries and wages, health and safety in the workplace, and migrant workers. 

The instruments for accomplishing the goals and objectives outlined for these 15 policies will be the “decent work” programs implemented by individual countries in which a virtuous partnership can develop between the public and private sectors through integration of economic and social policies and their appropriate management in an institutional framework that facilitates synergies between the two and cooperation among governments and social actors. Mr. Levaggi stressed that the Agenda is an effective contribution to the realization of the spirit and letter of the Declaration of Mar del Plata and to the advancement in accomplishing the objectives set out in its Plan of Action.

7. Other Business

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
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