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I am pleased to meet and to welcome you once again, following our fruitful Summit in Trinidad and Tobago.  On that occasion we not only substantially enhanced our grasp of our region’s principal problems and concerns, but we also agreed on the important part played by the Summit of the Americas in defining our Hemisphere’s agendas.

I would like to take this opportunity to once again congratulate the Prime Minister Patrick Manning and the people and Government of Trinidad and Tobago for hosting, what I consider to have been a very successful meeting.  The Prime Minister’s leadership helped the participants navigate difficult issues and arrive at consensus in many areas. 

The topic chosen for the Fifth Summit by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago – “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security, and Environmental Sustainability” – was ideal because it allowed us to address a range of specific issues of concern for OAS member states within the framework of a broad debate on hemispheric relations. The theme contributed to what I consider to be the most significant achievement of the Summit, and that is agreement on a hemispheric agenda.

This Agenda includes the areas of: economic cooperation and trade; cooperation in the energy sector; responses to climate change; poverty reduction and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; migration and public security; and is to be pursued under the rubric of a shared commitment to democratic governance and preservation of human rights.

The delineation of this agenda in an atmosphere of friendly cooperation by the leaders of the OAS member states encourage us to be optimistic about unity among our states and about the prospects for a new era in inter-American relations.

Responsibility for the vast majority of Summit mandates lies, primarily, with the member states. The responsibility of institutions like ours is primarily to support the efforts of governments and, wherever necessary and feasible, those of civil society, the private sector, and other entities. Faced with that challenge, the 12 institutions making up the Joint Summits Working Group (JSWG), which is chaired by the OAS, are working closely to provide technical and financial assistance to the member states as they implement the various mandates.  Specifically, we have begun preparing implementation plans in the areas of social protection, climate change, energy, economic recovery, public security and democratic governance, among others. 

[image: image1.png]I am pleased to share with you a recent publication entitled Logros de las Cumbres de las Américas Desde Mar del Plata a Puerto España/ “Achievements of the Summits of the Americas from Mar del Plata to Port-of-Spain”, which is a compilation of the work done by the institutions in the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) in priority action areas established since the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar de Plata.  You should also have before you a CD summarizing the work done by the OAS General Secretariat to support the preparations for a highly successful Fifth Summit of the Americas.

In closing, I wish to stress the importance of this Group, the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), in the Summits Process. The various Summits of the Americas and the associated ministerial and high-level meetings have served to channel and broaden regional cooperation and have helped us outline an agreed upon hemispheric agenda for our region. By monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the mandates, the SIRG helps the OAS member states and the relevant regional and development institutions to translate the mandates outlined on paper into concrete actions for the benefit of the countries. The economic crisis facing the world and negatively affecting our region makes it more important than ever that the SIRG continues its work in this area. 

Thank you.
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