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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Ministers, Heads of Delegation and National Summit Coordinators, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

I am very pleased that we can come together again this morning, undoubtedly imbued with a renewed optimism in the future of our Hemisphere, a spirit of partnership and cooperation, and a stronger sense of collective purpose after the Fifth Summit. 

The Government and people of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago wish to sincerely thank all Member States for their participation and cooperation in the Fifth Summit. I also thank the Organisation of American States, and particularly the Secretary General, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Department of International Affairs and the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), for their continued support to Trinidad and Tobago during our Summit preparations.  Our gratitude also extends to the other institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group that contributed to our efforts to craft a pragmatic development agenda with clear commitments that respond to the most urgent concerns of the people of our Hemisphere. 

We were delighted and honoured to welcome so many of you, our hemispheric neighbours, to our shores. We were also proud to host the Summit in the Caribbean and on behalf of the Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

At this first SIRG Ministerial Meeting after the recently concluded Summit, we have the opportunity to build on the very positive tone set by our Leaders in Port of Spain and to reinforce our political commitment to the Summit and the mandates emanating from the Summit negotiating process.

In many respects, the Fifth Summit will be recorded as a defining moment in inter-American relations. The atmosphere of understanding, openness and, at times, camaraderie that pervaded the interaction among all our leaders was unprecedented but not altogether unexpected.  As host, Trinidad and Tobago sought doggedly to focus on issues that resonated with all Member States and around which consensus could be built.  We were unwavering in our efforts to bridge the ideas and find the common ground on which collective action could be taken, and we promoted widespread inclusiveness by consulting and engaging with all stakeholders.  The fact that every member state participated at the highest level at the Summit and that citizens from across the Americas participated in meetings of civil society, youth, workers, the indigenous people and the private sector is testimony of the new beginning that Trinidad and Tobago pursued for our Americas. 

Of course a summit is about more than just participation. It is about what was accomplished. And, in this respect, from my point of view, the Port of Spain Summit was distinctive. The Declaration of Commitment has created fertile ground for pursuing a common hemispheric vision out of varied perspectives and experiences.  For the first time, we have reached agreement on a common agenda in which social, economic, environmental, energy, security and governance considerations coalesce.

I think that we can all agree that we also witnessed a turning point in both the terms and the tone of engagement among Member States. The discussions were characterized by a sense of goodwill, mutual respect for each other and a remarkably strong and overriding desire to pursue the interests of the people of our Hemisphere.   This was the demeanor that prevailed among all our Leaders. 

The theme of the Fifth Summit, “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,” was a poignant one in these difficult times. When the Declaration was first conceptualised, few could predict the extent to which the global terrain would change in the months that lay ahead of us. But those unsettling changes have reasserted the increasing importance of regional cooperation. During the Summit, our leaders showed their commitment, not only to lead through these times, but to take the necessary first steps to transform hemispheric relations. They had a choice in Port of Spain. They could have chosen business as usual. Instead, they chose the course that has the best prospects of bringing prosperity to our Hemisphere - increased cooperation, dialogue, partnership and integration. 

Now that the Summit is ended, we must focus on solidifying the terms of this new engagement. We must now set out to deliver on the promises made to our citizens in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain. Every part of the Declaration was negotiated by our own Governments within the auspices of this very Summit Implementation Review Group and in consultation with the Member Institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group.  The SIRG also benefitted from reports on the outcome of hemispheric-wide consultations held by civil society and the private sector. We must now begin in earnest to fulfill the commitments we took such great pains to clearly and appropriately define. 

The commitments in the Declaration are pragmatic and can be met. Effective implementation will require continued consultation, collaboration and cooperation among Member States, institutions and social actors. 

In this regard, the role of the inter-American Ministerial Meetings assumes heightened significance. This is where the Summit process comes to life – on the ground, on the home soil of each of our countries and within our national administrations. Ministers have been mandated by our Heads of State and Government to play a leading role in implementation. Most significantly Ministers of Finance, when they meet in Chile next month, have been mandated to clearly define practical measures to support our countries and our citizens through the global financial and economic crisis. 

In two weeks, in Peru, the Americas Energy and Climate Symposium will take the first step in identifying concrete actions for energy and climate cooperation in the Hemisphere. We must pay close attention to the discussions and the proposals for a framework for an energy and climate change partnership for the Americas 

Our Ministers responsible for public security will meet in November. Here, particular attention must be paid to the fight against illicit drugs, violence, corruption, gangs and transnational organized crime. 

We must not forget the role of our own Ministries of Foreign Affairs to disseminate the outcomes of the Summit to our other Ministries and the importance of working together to find common ground and build consensus on the way forward on key issues. Only then can we build a hemispheric community where there is increasing and intensified cooperation and communication among our nations. 

As we move to build on the successes of recent years, the role of our regional institutions becomes even more paramount.  Capable, transparent, accountable and trusted institutions are the main vehicles for promoting human prosperity, and sustainable development in the Americas.  Greater co-ordination among these institutions will ensure more efficient allocation of resources and maximize the impact of their collective interventions.  

The Joint Summit Working Group institutions must, therefore, play a key role in the implementation and follow-up of Summit commitments. While in some instances, institutions were given specific mandates, all must be involved in developing and supporting programmes that respond to the decisions taken at the Summit. 

Given the present economic and financial situation facing the world it is evident that the international financial institutions are in a unique position to make a difference. While numbers clearly show that trade and industry are suffering, remittances are declining, investments have slowed, and labour markets are weakened, it is the real human impact that is potentially overwhelming. We feel the echoes of this decline in our countries, in our cities, in our villages, in our kitchens. From the tip of the Andes to the tail of the Rockies, we are all vulnerable.

The recapitalization of the Inter-American Development Bank was identified as an unambiguous priority, one that is necessary to fulfill the IDB’s mandates on poverty reduction and sustainable development. These funds will enable the institution to support the ability of the Member States, especially those most vulnerable, to make their way through the unstable economic landscape and to recover from the crisis. We, therefore, have a keen interest in the elaboration of action in this regard. 

We must also accord high priority to effective and timely implementation. The JSWG institutions, the private sector and civil society are our strongest partners in this effort.   For the Fifth Summit, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) produced two very useful booklets. The first reviews “The Reactions of the Governments of the Americas to the International Crisis” and provides an overview of policy measures up to the end of March 2009. The second gives us a glimpse of selected development indicators from 1994 to 2009 and makes it easy to see our progress since Miami in 1994.   ECLAC collaborated with several other JSWG partners to source data and other information. I urge this kind of collaboration and coordination to continue and to deepen in the coming months. 

Distinguished Colleagues, we are all nations who braved tyranny and fought for our independence and our freedom.  Haiti was one of the early contributors to that hope, that dream of independence in our region, as Haiti’s independence in 1804 was a powerful achievement for a country that size. But the last two centuries have been harsh to our neighbour.  At the Fifth Summit, our leaders reiterated their commitment to supporting Haiti.  We must act without delay.

In calling for greater alliances and a more cohesive and integrated Americas, our Leaders signaled a strong desire to re-integrate Cuba into the inter-American system. Trinidad and Tobago stands ready to support this process and looks forward to celebrating its fruition. 

In closing, Distinguished Colleagues, Port of Spain was a call to action to address many issues facing our Hemisphere through a new spirit of community, cooperation and dialogue. The last century was characterized by bitter upheavals, hard-won peace, and the ever-upwards struggle towards democracy, justice, and prosperity for our citizens. Today, we must forge ahead despite the winds of global turmoil that prevail.  Let a new era of prosperity and mutual respect govern our shores and state lines. And let us never, ever forget our duty as caretakers of these lands that we hand down to our children.

I am confident that we will proceed with resolve and commitment to the challenge at hand. 

Thank you.
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