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Introduction

At the first meeting for 2009 of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at the Ministerial Level, held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras on June 3, 2009, the offer of the Government of Colombia to host the Sixth Summit of the Americas was accepted unanimously by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Hemisphere.  It was then agreed that the formal transfer of the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process from Trinidad and Tobago to Colombia would be done at a time convenient to both parties.  On September 21, 2009, at OAS Headquarters in Washington D.C. , during the Second Meeting at the Ministerial Level for 2009 of the SIRG, the chairmanship was formally transferred  to Colombia.

1. PREPARATIONS 

On September 2, 2009, the final version of the draft agenda (GRIC/M.2/doc.1/09 rev.1) was distributed to the delegates of the member states participating in the SIRG and to the representatives of the agencies associated with the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). The draft agenda was also published on the Summit Secretariat’s web page: http://www.summit-americas.org/defaults.htm.

2. WELCOMING ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, HON. PAULA GOPEE-SCOON 

In opening the meeting, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago welcomed the participants to the Second Meeting of SIRG at the Ministerial Level for 2009. She spoke of the First Meeting of SIRG at the Ministerial Level for 2009, which took place on June 3, 2009, during the 39th regular session of the OAS General Assembly in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, at which the OAS member states accepted Colombia’s offer to host the Sixth Summit of the Americas and also thanked Paraguay for its kind offer to host a future Summit.

Explaining that the main purpose of the meeting was to hand over the Chair of the Summits Process from Trinidad and Tobago to Colombia, Minister Gopee-Scoon reminded the delegations that while those aspects were not irrelevant, hosting a Summit implied much more than providing space and coordinating logistics. She pointed out that the main function of the host country was to guide the process from the preparation phase (when most of the heavy work is carried out) up to the days of the Summit itself, when the heads of state and government sit down to discuss the topics and, if possible, to arrive at agreements and establish a new hemispheric agenda.

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago submitted the agenda for the delegates’ consideration. There being no objections or amendments, the agenda was approved. 

4. SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA 

 Secretary General Insulza congratulated Trinidad and Tobago on its success as the host country of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, which took place in Port of Spain on April 17–19, 2009. He also acknowledged the leadership of the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Hon. Patrick Manning, in promoting a precise and realistic agenda that set out topics of a universal nature affecting the Hemisphere and that was translated into a road map for the region’s economic recovery, social protection, energy cooperation, efforts to counter climate change, migrants’ rights, public security, and, in general, democratic governance.

The Secretary General was optimistic that this new era in inter-American relations would see strengthened cooperation among the OAS member states in the Summits of the Americas process and in their relations with multilateral agencies. He said that the success of this process depended on demonstrating greater ability to implement the assumed commitments effectively, produce results and mobilize the necessary resources, strengthen partnerships, and address the public’s expectations. He also underscored, among other things, the contribution made to the process by the recently established Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA), his firm conviction that the multilateral forums and processes set up under the aegis of the OAS are the best mechanisms for identifying joint solutions to the many delicate challenges facing the nations of the Hemisphere, and the need for all actions undertaken within the Summits process to be coordinated among all the stakeholders. 

In addition, the Secretary General congratulated the host country of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, the Republic of Colombia, and offered it his support. 

The full text of the OAS Secretary General’s address can be found at http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2009/SIRG_092109/remarks_insulza_en_sp.doc
5. SPEECH BY HON. PAULA GOPEE-SCOON, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Minister Gopee-Scoon again extended her congratulations to the Republic of Colombia and repeated her country’s offer to share the experiences it had gained with the Fifth Summit. She emphasized how important hosting the Summit had been to her country, and she noted that its success was ensured through the spirit of support and cooperation shown by each of the member states (most particularly the CARICOM nations) and by the other parties involved with the process, such as the OAS, the other agencies of the JSWG, and the social players. She also praised the role the OAS played in supporting the preparations for the Fifth Summit, through its Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General and through its Secretariat for the Summits Process. 

Minister Gopee-Scoon also emphasized the implementation of the Summit commitments as an essential element in guaranteeing the success of the efforts made by all the interested parties in the Summits of the Americas process; she also underscored, as a general objective of all the Summits, the goal set in the first paragraph of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain: “a firm commitment to protect and promote the political and civil liberties and improve the social, economic and cultural well-being of all our peoples by advancing joint solutions to the most pressing challenges facing our Hemisphere.”
The full text of the address by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago may be found at http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2009/SIRG_092109/remarks_scoon_en.doc
6. TRANSFER OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS FROM THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TO THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA
The Hon. Paula Gopee-Scoon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, handed over the Inukshuk statue that has become the symbol of the Summits of the Americas to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia, Jaime Bermúdez Merizalde. She explained that the Inukshuk was created by the Inuit indigenous people of North America, who originally used them as a landmark for travelers crossing uninhabited areas, to indicate that “someone was here; you are on the right path.” Minister Gopee-Scoon said that the statue represents leadership, cooperation, and the integration of our peoples: aspects that define the Summits of the Americas process. The statue was originally presented by the government of Canada to the Argentine government in the run-up to the Fourth Summit and, later, Argentina handed it on to the government of Trinidad and Tobago in preparation for the Fifth Summit.

Minister Gopee-Scoon said she was handing the chair over to Minister Bermúdez Merizalde in the spirit in which she had received it: in a spirit of cooperation and with a willingness to listen to those who had already hosted Summits. She concluded by stating that the contributions of the previous hosts in preparing for the Fifth Summit of the Americas had been invaluable and that it went without saying that Trinidad and Tobago was ready to support future host countries of the Summit of the Americas.

7. SPEECH BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, HIS EXCELLENCY JAIME BERMÚDEZ MERIZALDE 

The newly appointed Chair of the Summit of the Americas, Jaime Bermúdez Merizalde, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, said it was “an honor for Colombia, for our people, for our State, for our government, to assume responsibility for the Sixth Summit of the Americas.” He congratulated Trinidad and Tobago for its hard work in ensuring the success enjoyed by the Fifth Summit of the Americas. 

Minister Bermúdez said that Colombia would undertake the task constructively, respectfully, transparently, and with cooperation with all the process stakeholders. He underscored the role played by the OAS and its Secretariat for the Summit Process in the many delicate activities involved in the process of the Summits of the Americas. He was emphatic in his view of ensuring a “useful Summit, with the broadest consensus, that would naturally translate into concrete progress and strengthen the Summit itself and each and every one of the countries and multilateral mechanisms that make up the region.” In that regard, he noted the need to identify a theme with an impact that would awaken people’s interest, facilitate consensus, and reflect the political and economic realities of the Hemisphere.

Minister Bermúdez concluded his address by announcing that Cartagena was waiting to welcome the Hemisphere’s heads of state and government at the Sixth Summit of the Americas in 2012.

The full text of the speech by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia may be found at http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2009/SIRG_092109/remarks_merizalde_sp.doc
8. COMMENTS BY THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES

The delegations of Chile, Canada, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, and the United States addressed the meeting and raised issues including the following: 

· They thanked and applauded Trinidad and Tobago for its excellent performance as the host country of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, which was marked by cordiality and fellowship among the heads of state and government, who made it a historic Summit that marked a new beginning for inter-American relations. 

· They also thanked Ambassador Luis Alberto Rodríguez who, in his capacity as National Coordinator, led not only the work of the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of the Americas (a team whose efforts were also recognized by the delegations), but also the meetings of the SIRG that negotiated the paragraphs of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain that eventually became the Fifth Summit’s central document.

· They acknowledged the efforts made by the government of Trinidad and Tobago in insisting, throughout the negotiations that took place prior to the Summit, on the need for the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain to include only paragraphs that could feasibly be executed. 

· They extended this acknowledgement to all the CARICOM nations, whose contributions were essential in ensuring the success of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.

· The delegations also thanked the Director of the OAS Summits Secretariat, Mr. David Morris, and his team, for the vital role they played in supporting Trinidad and Tobago and all the OAS member states in the preparatory work for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, both at the SIRG meetings, which dedicated long hours to negotiating the Declaration of Port of Spain, and in coordinating the Summit-related contributions and activities of the agencies associated with the JSWG and of the social stakeholders. 

· They stressed that the Summits Secretariat requires political support and resources to implement mechanisms for following up on the commitments acquired at the Fifth Summit and for ensuring interconnections between the results of the ministerial meetings, the Summits of the Americas process, and specific topics on the inter-American agenda.

· The countries congratulated Colombia on receiving the chair of the Summits of the Americas process and offered that country all the support necessary for ensuring its success. They also noted that Colombia was assuming the chair of the process at an economically and financially difficult time and, in addition, at a time when for several months there has been a breakdown in democracy in one of the OAS member states. The latter issue they said, indicated that the construction of a democratic society was a permanent undertaking and that Member States must continue to defend the essential principles of hemispheric coexistence, strengthen their capacity to create opportunities, and establish rules that invest their societies with greater inclusion and competitiveness. 

· They insisted on the need for coordinated efforts to respond to the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable sectors of society. 

· The countries ratified their commitment to the Summits Process, which is supplemented with the work of the OAS and other inter-American agencies, and they acknowledged the key role played by the Summit as a vital instrument for political dialogue and reflection among all the Hemisphere’s democracies as well as for cooperation in the design and implementation, through joint action, of the inter-American agenda that is set out for the benefit of the peoples of the Americas. 

· They were emphatic in insisting on the contributions made to the Summits of the Americas process by social players. 

· They noted, as one of the process’s achievements, the decision to hold Summits of the Americas every three years.

· The delegations also underscored the importance of implementing the commitments of the Fifth Summit (together with those of the earlier Summits) as a key element in upholding the confidence of the peoples of the Hemisphere and in accordance with the express desire of the heads of state and government at the Fifth Summit, when they set out their firm commitment to the Hemisphere’s development. In that regard, they said that in addition to the role to be played by the member states and the multilateral agencies, they hoped that social stakeholders would contribute, through social pacts, to the realization of the commitments adopted. 

· They recommended that within the Summits Process, the most urgent priorities should be identified and a list of them established, to enable the process’s players to order their efforts according to their priority. 

· The countries also insisted on the need to embark on the institutionalization of the Summit and its agencies, giving consideration to new working processes to strengthen the Summits Process.

· Among the Summits’ achievements, they spoke of such activities as the launch of the Inter-American Social Protection Network on September 22, 2009, in New York, which offers a forum for hemispheric cooperation in the field of social protection, enabling the sharing of experiences and good practices for improving social policies, a key issue for the quality of our democracies. Among other events of interest to the Summits Process, they spoke of the Americas Energy and Climate Symposium, held in Lima, Peru, on June 15–16, 2009, and the Third Americas Competitiveness Forum, to be held in Santiago, Chile, on September 27–29, 2009.

9. OTHER BUSINESS 
There being no other items to be dealt with under this item on the agenda, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia, Jaime Bermúdez Merizalde, extended his thanks to the participants and the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
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