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COLLABORATING TO IMPLEMENT THE INTER-AMERICAN AND SUMMIT AGENDAS
(Presentation by the Joint Summit Working Group)
One year ago this week, the region’s democratically-elected Heads of State and Government gathered in Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago for the Fifth Summit of the Americas in order to come to consensus on the key areas to address the challenges facing the Americas.  They were joined at the Summit by the partner institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group, who were there to witness the setting of the Inter-American agenda for the next several years and continue their support to Member States in the context of the Summits process.  As such, our leaders, in Paragraph 93 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, called upon the JSWG “to further strengthen their commitment and to develop coordinated programs of action aimed at achieving the goals for the Americas” being agreed to at the Fifth Summit.

While the Summit itself is over, the process of implementation is ongoing.  This presentation highlights some of the initiatives emanating from the Fifth Summit that demonstrate key examples of ways in which the partner institutions of the JSWG  are working together on multi-institutional, regional programs to assist OAS Member States in implementing hemispheric commitments.      

The Fifth Summit main theme focused on the areas of Promoting: Human Prosperity, Energy and Environmental Sustainability, and included emphasis on Strengthening: Public Security, Democratic Governance, and the Summit of the Americas, Follow-up and Implementation.

Just months before the Fifth Summit, the global economic crisis took hold and was the focus of much discussion and calls for action in Port of Spain. Additional emphasis was placed by leaders at the Summit on the ongoing negotiation of long-term assistance to Haiti, the urgency of which has been hastened by the tragic earthquake of January 2010.

The paragraphs negotiated in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain regarding Human Prosperity cover a range of issues addressing the key challenges of providing a secure future for the peoples of the Hemisphere 

In Paragraph 9 of the Fifth Summit Declaration of Commitment, the Hemisphere’s leaders agreed to “establish a network for the exchange of information on policies, experiences, programs and best practices in social protection.  On September 22, 2009 the Organization of American States (OAS) co-hosted the launch of the Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN) in New York City.

The objective of the IASPN is to promote cooperation and information-sharing among countries and institutions on social protection practices that provide real solutions to help reduce social inequality and poverty. The IASPN will consolidate the experiences of the JSWG institutions in the area of social protection, such as that of the World Bank to help countries in the region pioneer conditional cash transfers as a proven approach to help people out of poverty, as well as the work of ECLAC to catalogue conditional cash transfer initiatives.  The IASPN will continue to build on these previous successful efforts to match recipient country needs with existing programs and methods that can be transferred. 

Paragraph 41 and 42 leaders commit to incorporating issues of ageing into policy agendas and request the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to further strengthen its programs in this area.  As such, ECLAC has provided support to the Regional Intergovernmental Conference on Ageing, disseminated the Manual on Indicators of Quality and Life in Old Age, provided updates to the Regional System of Indicators on Ageing, and has strengthened national capacities for conducting the 2010 round of census. 

The Development Marketplace (DM) is a competitive grants program administered by the World Bank, with the support of the OAS-affiliated Young Americas Business Trust and the IDB, and aims to identify and fund innovative projects which generate positive social impact. The focus of this year’s annual Development Marketplace Grant Competition- to help young entrepreneurs in their businesses endeavors to create employment and assist vulnerable groups-is a significant result of the growing participation of young people in the Summits process, particularly the mandates to support entrepreneurship outlined in the Youth Declaration negotiated at the Youth Forum just prior to the Fifth Summit.  

Paragraph 15 reaffirms the commitment of leaders to the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. In order to move forward in fulfilling this commitment, the ILO has prepared a report defining specific recommendations on the design of policies and initiatives to improve the business environment and create conditions more conducive to sustainability, emphasizing decent work and the role of governments, employers and workers. This work has been reinforced by the ECLAC and ILO periodic Bulletin “Employment Situation in Latin America and the Caribbean”. 

Paragraph 20 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain calls on international and regional financial institutions to increase their efforts to promote our economies’ development and growth by increasing lending and significantly expanding access to credit by 2012.

The IDB, through its Opportunities for the Majority Initiative, promotes and finances market-based, sustainable business models for the development and delivery of quality products and services for the majority of the population of Latin America and the Caribbean in order to improve the quality of life of low-income communities.
Through the Opportunities Initiative, the IDB approved a $7 million loan to expand access to housing in El Salvador, which will benefit 2,300 low-income families.  The IDB also approved a $10 million credit guarantee to help up to 80,000 Chilean small entrepreneurs with low incomes typically excluded from the country’s financial system to get access to loans.

Based on the commitment made in paragraph 28 of the Declaration to reduce the tendency of non-communicable diseases, the Partners Forum of Action on Chronic Diseases was launched in December 2009 under the leadership of PAHO. The Forum has become a means for advocacy and concerted action by different social actors whose ultimate goal is to prevent 3 million avoidable deaths from these causes in 10 years.

Paragraph 35 commits to strengthening public policies aimed at reducing the incidence of mother-to-child transmission of HIV to less than 5% by 2015. 

In response, PAHO, UNICEF and partner organizations launched the Regional Initiative for the Elimination of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV and Congenital Syphilis in Latin America and the Caribbean. This program integrates HIV and syphilis prevention, diagnosis, and treatment into routine maternal and child health care. 

Paragraph 27 calls on PAHO to continue to assist countries to reduce both maternal and infant mortality. As such, PAHO continues to promote the Plan of Action for the Reduction of Neonatal Mortality. The process was spearheaded by PAHO through the Latin America and Caribbean Newborn Health Alliance, along with other institutional partners.

Leaders at the Fifth Summit affirmed in Paragraph 36 that improving access to and quality of early childhood education is a key factor in achieving universal primary education by 2015.  As such, the World Bank is providing technical assistance in several areas of Early Childhood Development with a number of clients in the region. Beyond its technical assistance to client countries, the World Bank is coordinating a region-wide community of practice to facilitate dialogue between policy makers and across countries and sectors. 

Paragraph 17 reaffirms the importance of fully protecting the human rights of migrants, and in 2009 the program of Migration and Development (MIDE) was created within the OAS.  Soon thereafter, technical agreements were signed with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the ILO and ECLAC to work together to promote the protection of migrants human rights, facilitate labor migration, respond to the need of migrant workers, and to combat human trafficking.

In response to the commitments outlined in Paragraphs 23-24 of the Declaration of Commitment, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) has developed a food security strategy based on institutional innovation to promote: technological change for food production and diversification; services to strengthen market capacity of small and medium producers, and the analysis, follow up and dissemination of policies and information on the food security situation and perspectives in the hemisphere.  
To support the commitment made in Paragraph 25 to implement a multi-dimensional and multi-sectoral approach to agriculture and rural life, IICA provided support to the Ministers and their delegates in the implementation and updating of the AGRO 2003-2015 Plan via the Jamaica 2009 Hemispheric Ministerial Agreement.  

In addition, ECLAC, joined forces with IICA to prepare the report “The Outlook for Agriculture and Rural Development in the Americas: A Perspective on Latin America and the Caribbean.”  

Paragraph 56 of the Declaration of Commitment requested the support of the JSWG to develop cooperation strategies to promote access to reliable, efficient, affordable, and clean energy, as well as to foster the sharing of best practices and experiences.  In addition, at the Fifth Summit US President Barack Obama called for the establishment of an Energy and Climate Partnership for the Americas (ECPA), which is being developed as a voluntary option for OAS Member States and international organizations to promote renewable energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions through the promotion of energy efficiency and investments in infrastructure and renewable sources of energy.

JSWG members are participating in the consolidation of the partnership by contributing to a clearinghouse of information on best practices and providing technical and financial support to regional initiatives.    

Some initiatives from JSWG partners in the area of energy security include: 
· The ARECA Project, supervised by the UNDP, and implemented by the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) in order to increase the development of renewable energy in Central America.

· IICA has created the Hemispheric Program in Agroenergy and Biofuels to disseminate knowledge, information and experiences; and to facilitate horizontal technical cooperation.

· Through the Latin American Carbon Program and Clean Energy and Alternatives (PLAC + e), CAF makes significant contributions to the development of the carbon market through the registration and issuance of certified emission reductions in the transport sector. 

· ECLAC has developed an innovative methodology for the formulation of policies for the sustainable production and use of biofuels.

Paragraph 67 calls upon the JSWG to support countries in reinforcing national and sub-regional plans for the mitigation and management of the impacts of climate change. 

· In that regard, the UNDP has recently initiated the program Territorial Approach to Climate Change (TACC);

· ECLAC has made significant progress in the study of the economic impact of climate change in Latin America and the Caribbean through fifteen national and regional studies; 

· The OAS has initiated efforts to improve regional cooperation and strengthening national technical and institutional capacity for disaster reduction, prevention, preparedness and response, rehabilitation, resilience, risk reduction, impact mitigation, and evaluation. 

In Paragraph 73 of the declaration, OAS Member States expressed their wish to advance further cooperation on public security via the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas or MISPA. As a result, the OAS supported MISPA II, which was held in November 2009 in Santo Domingo and focused on analyzing the causes of violence and addressing it in a multidisciplinary way in order to prioritize policies.  The OAS is contributing to the work outlined in MISPA II by developing data and statistics for efficient public security policies. 

Paragraph 70 commits to a continued fight against all forms of illicit trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants.  IOM’s work with its Dutch and English speaking Caribbean partners led to the development of IOM´s Caribbean Counter-Trafficking Model Legislation and Explanatory Guidelines, a technical resource to help improve domestic legislation and policy that criminalizes human trafficking.  
The Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain reaffirms countries’ commitment to strengthening the legitimacy of electoral processes.  In that regard, the OAS carried out 12 Electoral Observation Missions in 2009 with more than 739 electoral observers in El Salvador, Antigua y Barbuda, Ecuador, Panama, Mexico, Colombia, San Vicente and the Grenadines; Bolivia and Dominica. 

The OAS also implemented the project on strengthening Caribbean Electoral Organizations and carried out a number of electoral projects and studies.  

Paragraph 78 reaffirms the commitment to strengthening credibility and trust in public institutions.  In that regard, the UNDP and the OAS are developing a Second Democracy Report in Latin American entitled: An Agenda for a Citizen’s Democracy. The main goal is to promote a participatory debate to develop an agenda for strengthening democratic governance in the region. This process is already opening up new public policies and political dialogues to face the challenges to democracy in Latin America.

Through the Border Cooperation and Integration Fund, the CAF has mobilized 4 million dollars in grants for technical cooperation to support bi-national and multilateral projects and initiatives that promote physical infrastructure, productive development, human and environmental sustainability in common border regions. The Fund also aims at promoting dialogue, mutual trust and good neighborliness among its shareholder countries. 

To support the calls made in Paragraphs 90 and 91 at the Fifth Summit to increase the accountability of governments to the peoples of the Americas, in January 2010 the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA).  SISCA is an online interagency work tool where government entities can enter Summit mandate-related goals and progress. In addition, it serves as a forum for the entry of qualitative information, such as policies, strategies, limitations encountered, and steps to be taken for the effective fulfillment of Summit mandate-related goals.  

Paragraph 94 of the Port of Spain Declaration commits to the ongoing growth of citizen participation in the inter-American system and the Summits process.  To comply with this important challenge, the OAS Summits Secretariat, with support from the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), is developing the Summits Virtual Community (SVC), which will utilize Web 2.0 tools to enhance engagement among Summit stakeholders and promote wider participation in the preparatory process for the Sixth Summit. 

Within the context of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), UNDP, and ECLAC have initiated work with member states to update and produce new MDG reports, which will be presented to the MDG Review Summit in September 2010. These reports will allow Member States to take stock of progress and realign social policies and social investments in order to achieve the MDGs by 2015.

These reports also provide social actors with credible information on progress and promote increased attention to the MDG at national and local levels.

ECLAC has enhanced efforts to improve accessibility of MDG data collected through CEPALSTAT, a new portal of statistical information included in ECLAC’s web page.

In his closing statement to the Fifth Summit of the Americas, Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime Minister Patrick Manning emphasized that, “The Declaration makes broad reference to the financial crisis and as such, does not address, in any detail, specific implementation measures…”, and as such, “the crisis requires a concerted and coordinated global response”

· Spurred by such discussion at the Fifth Summit, the World Bank Group, the IDB, CAF, the Caribbean Development Bank (CBD) and CABEI announced that they would work together to identify partnerships to protect the economic and social gains achieved in the region during the last five years. They also announced that they would increase their support to the region by providing as much as $90 billion during the next two years in a joint effort to spur economic growth by coordinating their crisis response initiatives. 
· As such, in March 2010, IDB Members agreed to approve a 7 billion dollar increase in new resources into the Bank, which will allow the IDB to double its pre-crisis lending program.

· CABEI expects to allocate US$ 133 million during the year 2010 for the Micro-, Small- and Medium-Enterprise sector during this time of economic crisis.

· The CDB has approved policy-based loans to provide budgetary support to those Caribbean countries that have suffered as a consequence of the global recession. 
Recognizing that microfinance would be a key driver of economic recovery, during the 5th Summit of the Americas the Obama Administration announced the creation of a Micro Finance Growth Fund.  In order to support growth in 2010 and beyond, this Fund will make medium- and long-term debt investments in Multilateral Financial Institutions in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

As Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin noted upon completion of the first post-earthquake mission to Haiti, “…there is a need for all the institutions of the inter-American system and the international community…to continue working through a sustained and coordinated approach in order to avoid duplication of efforts and utilize each organization’s core competency to benefit the people of Haiti”.   The JSWG can serve as an effective coordinating tool for implementing ongoing and long-term assistance to Haiti as called for at the Fifth Summit.  

In that regard, the JSWG institutions have made the following contributions to these efforts:

· The OAS hosted a meeting of the Haitian Diaspora on March 21-23, 2010 to promote dialogue on the rebuilding of Haiti in preparation for the March 31st international donor conference in New York. The UNDP was the UN’s lead organizer for this conference, at which 138 countries accepted an invitation to participate.

· The CDB provided the Government of Haiti with a non-reimbursable Policy-Based Grant in the amount of $10 million, as part of a broader program of support.  

· The IDB, ECLAC, and the World Bank have provided key support for the evaluation of the economic and social impact of the earthquake 

The Joint Summit Working Group -an integral mechanism for support, coordination and implementation of Summit and Hemispheric commitments. 
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