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Distinguished Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza,

Mr. David Morris, Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat,

Esteemed Ambassadors, Permanent and Alternate Representatives to the Organization of American States,

Distinguished representatives of the Joint Summit Working Group,

Ladies and gentlemen, friends, 

First of all, I would like to extend to you all my warmest greetings as Chair of the Steering Committee and the Republic of Colombia’s National Coordinator for the Summits of the Americas process. In addition, I would like to thank you for attending this meeting, which is a major step forward on the road to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, which is to be held in Cartagena in 2012 and at which we look forward to receiving the backing and support of all the Hemisphere’s countries.

Since this is the first meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group in 2010, I would like to share with you Colombia’s priorities as the chair of the Summits process and describe the preparations already underway for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, as a way of renewing our country’s commitment toward a process that will lead to the best results at the upcoming 2012 Summit.

Colombia has offered its academic, technical, and logistical capacity to ensure a successful Summit and, at the same time, is fully committed to upholding and furthering the progress made in Trinidad and Tobago toward a new hemispheric relationship. The country is therefore keenly interested in working for a political dialogue that will enable us to follow up on the commitments arising from the Fifth Summit and from the Summits of the Americas Process. 

Slightly over six months have gone by since my country assumed the chair of the Summits process and I am pleased to state that we welcome, with renewed spirit, the commitment of embarking on the work and challenges of this Sixth Summit constructively, focusing on cooperation with all the countries, agencies of the Joint Summit Working Group, and subregional organizations and taking into account the contributions of civil society, in order to strengthen the Summits mechanism and to make further progress with the hemispheric agenda. 

We also believe that the Sixth Summit will be a great opportunity to work generously and effectively with all the countries involved in the Summits process and that it will make a contribution to bolstering the work and consensus that we need in the region. The challenge is to bring about cooperation and integration based on recognizing our differences and working on what unites us; and, since the key element for that dialogue and for defining areas for cooperation is consensus, therefore we will work on building it. 

In addition, Colombia is firmly resolved to consolidating good relations among all the region’s countries and to making the Summit of the Americas a strengthened political forum, to the benefit of each and every one of the countries that participate in it. 

Our country recognizes the importance of making progress with the effective implementation of the Summits’ mandates and commitments as a key element in maintaining the trust of the Hemisphere’s peoples – progress that will also translate into real and attainable results for the member countries, in light of the need to set an agenda for the Americas that is not only focused but is also practical, feasible, attainable, and responsive to citizens’ needs and aspirations. For that reason, the launch of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) has been of vital importance, as a central tool in following up on Summit mandates and commitments and in the institutional strengthening of the process as the Sixth Summit approaches.

As the chair of the Summits process, Colombia was honored to be the first country to receive SISCA training last February and, as a result, we recognize how important it is for all the countries to become familiar with that tool and make use of it, in that it offers an excellent opportunity to distribute information on good practices and opportunities for cooperation among the nations of the Hemisphere.

Colombia has the utmost interest in constructing a complete agenda for consideration by the region’s countries, one that reflects the political and economic realities of the Hemisphere. It is therefore vital that we identify themes that have an impact within our countries and that, at the same time, can stimulate interest in the region and facilitate consensus. We must consequently select crosscutting topics that have the potential to maintain their significance over the years to come. 

For that reason we have been making progress with identifying and conceptualizing possible themes for the next Summit of the Americas through internal consultation meetings with the Colombian cabinet, attended by representatives of the twelve ministries and the National Planning Department. It has been suggested that the Planning Department serve as the Summit’s Technical Unit and be charged with developing the themes in conjunction with think tanks and under the supervision and coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

At these meetings, consideration has also been given to topics with an impact at both the domestic and hemispheric levels, in order to facilitate consensus. Some of the main issues discussed have included the evolution of the topic of education since the Santiago Summit and the added value that the subject could be given; energy exchanges and energy integration in the region; culture and ethnic diversity as factors for development; the knowledge-based society and the importance of access to information and communications technologies (ICTs) for participatory democracies; water as a determining factor in development and coexistence; security in terms of cooperation among countries; preparations and preventive measures for future natural disasters; productive transformation and the support small and medium-sized enterprises should be given in the region; and many others that are still under analysis and discussion and that we hope to take into consideration in the near future. 

Although the country is keenly interested in and firmly committed to making swift progress in defining the theme of the Sixth Summit – so it can begin consultations with all the sectors, governments, and agencies of the inter-American system through an inclusive process that will enable a basic consensus to be struck in order to take maximum advantage from this Summit and from the selected topics – we are aware that we will have to be ready to reanalyze the themes decided on internally in August 2010, following the swearing-in of Colombia’s new president, for those topics to be ratified and in order to then begin hemispheric consultations. 

I would like to conclude this welcoming address by wishing every success for this first regular meeting of the SIRG and by stating that Colombia is more than willing to make every effort to ensure that the Sixth Summit in 2012 will yield the best possible results for all the citizens of our region.

Thank you very much.
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