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Identifying the theme of the next Summit of the Americas involved a comprehensive analysis of the issues behind our region’s noteworthy prosperity, and of the matters that require our additional attention in order to ensure sustainable and equitable development for our countries.

It must be recognized that certain sectors are still reluctant vis-à-vis these events when, in reality, they have served as a framework for development and prosperity within the nations we represent and, to a large extent, have served to strengthen the ties between those of our countries that have had the honor of attending summits.


The challenge we face, then, as we prepare for the Seventh Summit of the Americas, is to show our peoples that we are focused on them, that our discussions are centered on their needs, and that we are working to improve their quality of life. To achieve this, our nations’ heads of state and government, we must lead by example, focusing more on what unites us than on what divides us, in order to continue growing, hand-in-hand, for the well-being of our nations.

Some variations notwithstanding, our region has experienced a significant level of economic development: the eyes of the world are on the Americas. Nevertheless, even with this vigorous growth, it is clear that prosperity has not reached everyone equally. In our nations we can still find families that live in poverty and in extreme poverty; shortcomings in the areas of health and education; great challenges in security matters and, in connection with that, a regrettable increase in organized crime across the hemisphere. As a region we still have a job to do as regards equity and integration, including the approach adopted on such important topics as energy and migratory flows.

No less important are the discussions and concerns we share with the rest of the international community. We have paid particular attention to the studies and discussions taking place within the United Nations with a view toward what will be the Post-2015 Development Agenda, which summarizes the need for inclusiveness and sustainability, in the economic, social, and political arenas, as the only ways to ensure sustainable development.


In the context of those considerations, which Panama is confident are shared by those of us gathered here, the following theme is proposed for the Seventh Summit of the Americas: “Prosperity with Equity:  The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas.”
Under this theme, we would like to examine several sub-themes that we have in common as a region, among them security, energy, health, education, migration flows, democratic governance, and citizen participation.

With that in mind, you are all invited, with a fresh and current outlook, to make the Seventh Summit of the Americas a forum for reflecting on the difficulties we face and the strengths that characterize us and, amidst our diversity, for us to identify that common ground so that, through cooperation and the exchange of good practices, we can attain the prosperity to which we aspire – economic, social, and political – in an equitable fashion for all our peoples.

Panama is and will continue to be a place for us to dialogue and to come together, for building bridges between nations, for reconciling positions, and for fostering peace.

That is the commitment of Panama as the venue for the Seventh Summit of the Americas. With the contributions of all of us, we will succeed on focusing on those strengths and practices that unite us, that represent the majority, on behalf of our people, who are the central focus and reason for this Summit.
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