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· Thank you Ambassador Garcia for the opportunity to relate to National Coordinators, Ambassadors and delegates the origins and outcomes of yesterday’s Policy Dialogue. 

· For those of you who attended the event, I hardly need to reiterate the pertinence.  

· Still, I know that not all national coordinators were able to arrive a day early, so I do think it is worth underlining the high points.

· I am pleased that we received many favorable comments from delegates, many of whom felt that this session helped to set the table for discussions in the SIRG, not least of all by bringing together a panel of uniquely qualified experts each of whom was able to plant a few seeds in advance of this discussion

· As Michael Camilleri is with us, I want to underline the very helpful role played by the Inter-American Dialogue, first in contributing the participation of Senior Fellow Kevin Casas Zamora, and the thought leadership he has invested in producing the recent Dialogue report on “The Changing Context of Corruption in Latin America”.  They also provided us with a very able moderator in the person of Michael Camilleri who was able to take five very diverse participants down a common path. 

These included: 

- Kevin Casas Zamora, Former Vice President of Costa Rica, Senior Fellow, Inter-American Dialogue, co-author of “Beyond the Scandals, The Changing Context of Corruption in Latin America” (IAD, February 2017);

- Jean Michel Arrighi, Secretary of Legal Affairs of the OAS, has led the development of Inter-American legal instruments against corruption. Also Directs the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC);

-Daniel Kaufmann, President and CEO of Natural Resource Governance Institute, is a pioneer in the field of governance and anti-corruption. He is a member of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative International and serves on the high-level advisory boards serving the Secretary General of the OECD and the President of the IADB;

-Deborah Wetzel, Senior Director of the Governance Global Practice of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD);

- Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, Dean and Professor of the Faculty of Law of the University of the West Indies at St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. A recognized expert on Offshore Financial Law and Former Commissioner and President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

· In fact, I think one of the main take-away is that the topic of corruption and democratic governance is not just one more that needs to fight for space alongside other priorities, whether economic, social or political.

· Rather, it is a highly-relevant lens through which almost any policy issue can be viewed.  

· To the extent that corrupt actors debilitate the efforts of duly-elected governments, they deviate resources from their intended ends and beneficiaries, and quite rightly undermine the confidence of the governed, as well as their willingness to make the contributions, whether as taxpayers or investors on which the system depends.  

· That is an unfortunate reality that applies at the national level, and importantly, the sub-national, as well.  And it is relevant whether you are discussing health and education, transportation and infrastructure, rural development, resource extraction or emergency preparedness.  

· It is a lens that illuminates the full range of activities that policy makers address. 

· In a moment I will go over some of the main points registered by the participants, but before doing so, I wanted to mention another take-away, in this case regarding stakeholder engagement, leading to the reality of continuing impunity.

· Participants noted that we have been very good in the Americas at promulgating laws and regulations addressing corruption in our various jurisdictions.  The problem has been, rather, on the side of sporadic or inconsistent implementation or enforcement.  

· However, those countries that have made the quickest progress according to World Bank Indicators are those that have embraced the preventative side of the equation, particularly in permitting enhanced accountability through greater, or even total, public transparency. 

· Open Government, Open Data, Open Procurement, Open Budgeting are tools that help to ensure that the prospect of meaningful public accountability will begin to drive changes in our governance culture.  Full-scale asset and net worth declarations and published professional recruitment standards whether of public servants, attorneys general or judges, will also eliminate the incentives that lead to misallocating resources for personal rather than public profit. Clarity about beneficial assets and particularly natural resources is key. 

· Starting the preparatory cycle with a web-cast, public session open to all sends a strong signal, and a positive one that our approach to multilateral governance is congruent with this priority attached to openness and transparency.  

· In that regard, I am pleased to report that this session resulted in a record standing room only attendance in the Hall of the Americas, but was viewed by many people around the hemisphere and the world on live webcast.  As we have done in our July launch of the Summit Civil Society process which was also webcast, questions were taken not only in the room, but around the hemisphere.   

· The signal on transparency and inclusion that was sent by sharing this event publicly was an important one.

· I cannot do justice to the really interesting and detailed content of this conference in the few minutes that remain.  Those who are interested can review this event which is accessible on You-Tube via our Summits website. 

· But let me concentrate rather on the common strands that the moderator was able to pull out of the conversation and the points of agreement that began to emerge between these very respected commentators.

· First of all, Panelists agreed that Corruption is more complex, and more sophisticated nowadays: but what remains true is that those that suffer the most from corruption are the most vulnerable in our societies. Since corruption compounds existing social and economic inequality it can be seen to compromise human rights directly. It also has a direct impact on development prospects. Evidently, the misallocation of resources will compromise policy outcomes. It also directly impacts the investment climate. Conversely, it is statistically evident that countries that have taken serious steps to promote transparency see important jumps in critical indicators such as per capita income and decrease infant mortality. 

· Kevin Casas Zamora cited the study of the Inter-American Dialogue to note that corruption itself is not necessarily on the rise.  What has changed is the level of intolerance of corrupt acts. Transparency has grown giving people more access to public information through internet and social media. Normative efforts, nationally and regionally are making it more visible.  Multilateral efforts such as the Mechanisms to support Inter-American Convention on Corruption have made an important contribution to his new “normative edifice”. 

· [image: image1.jpg]Since the Summit in Quebec, countries have felt the necessity of strengthen the relation between Rule of law, Democratic Governance and Corruption in particular in regards to transparency. The Summits Process gives the opportunity to articulate these important themes with the support of all the stakeholders involved in the process (Governments, International and Inter-American Institutions, civil society and social actors, and private sector).

· Democratic institutions and the separation of powers, in particular, the judiciary is vital to strengthen of action to fight corruption. E-government, open and accountable public procurement policies and transparency have an important effect on protecting those institutions. However, a cultural challenge persists in our region. Transparency, or legislative changes such as whistle blower protection, will not have an impact if impunity persists. 

· The conference concluded noting that the challenges toward the VIII Summit will the right balance and coordination among outcomes of the Summit and the execution of those at the subnational, national, regional and multilateral levels with the support of international institutions. 
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