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Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, National Coordinator of Peru and Chair of the Summits Process,
Distinguished National Coordinators of the Summits Process,
Representatives of institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentleman:
On behalf of the General Secretariat of the OAS, in its capacity as Secretariat and institutional memory of the Summits of the Americas Process, it is a pleasure to warmly welcome you to the Third Regular Meeting of 2017 of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG). I would like to take this opportunity to spotlight and congratulate the Government of Peru for its leadership and decisive commitment to preparing the VIII Summit of the Americas, which focuses on the topic of Democratic Governance against Corruption.  
This meeting constitutes an excellent opportunity to continue substantive dialogue that fundamentally began at the SIRG meeting this past September regarding the main challenges the region faces in its fight against corruption and the concrete actions needed to prevent and combat it. This is a matter that requires special attention using a comprehensive approach. For that reason, it is imperative we have the participation of strategic partners and stakeholders during this process.
Since its launching in 1994, the Summits of the Americas Process has played a key role in building the inter-American agenda, reflected in the adoption of an international and inter-American legal and political framework in different areas, including corruption and democratic governance. In fact, corruption and democratic governance have been an ongoing concern for States throughout the Summits Process.
It suffices to recall that the Inter-American Convention against Corruption adopted in 1996, and a result of the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), constituted the first international anticorruption instrument, serving as a precedent for the subsequent fashioning of instruments at the OECD, the Council of Europe, the African Union, and the United Nations. Indeed, it is the inter-American legal instrument that more States have ratified after the OAS Charter. Another noteworthy result of the Summits of the Americas is the creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression under the remit of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

Subsequently, and as a follow-up to the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec, 2001), not only was the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) established, but also the democratic clause that would become the Inter-American Democratic Charter was adopted in Peru that same year.  

The Inter-American Democratic Charter provides that the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it. The Charter also sets forth that fundamental components of the exercise of democracy are: the separation of powers, freedom of expression and press, transparency of government activities, probity, and responsible public administration of governments. To the extent that corruption undermines the legitimacy of the branches of government or weakens them, and diverts scarce resources from legitimate aims, it represents a threat to democratic governance. 
In this sense, appropriate follow-up to these legal instruments would contribute to combatting corruption more effectively. This should be supported by a strengthening of regional and international mechanisms that fight against this scourge, as well as by development of capacities to follow-up on the recommendations and provisions of these and other relevant instruments. 
During the first plenary session, OAS experts will address the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and the Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management (MECIGEP); the latter of which is an instrument that seeks to facilitate dialogue, exchange of experiences, and technical cooperation strategies.
I would like to thank the States that have been reporting on the follow-up to the Summits Process and urge them to continue sharing with the Secretariat their initiatives and work in this endeavor. I would also like to thank those countries that have generously contributed resources so that the Summits Secretariat may carry out its work.  

It is also important to underscore the valuable contributions made over the years to the Summits Process by the institutions present here that are part of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). They play a fundamental role not only in the preparatory stage of the Summit, but also, and even more importantly, in the advancement and achievement of many mandates that emanate from leaders of the Hemisphere.
I would be remiss if I concluded without underscoring the important role played by civil society organizations and social actors, in all of their diversity, which participate in the Summits Process, as well as the private sector and youth, who will accompany us tomorrow to share the advances made in the consultations that have taken place during their participation in the Summits Process. In this regard, I would like to underscore the commitment of the Government of Peru to fostering the active participation and impact of these sectors on the hemispheric agenda through face-to-face and on-line consultations, including the national consultations with civil society and social actors conducted in October in 31 countries participating in the Summits Process, and which were organized by the Summits Secretariat and the Government of Peru. 
Thank you all very much. 
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