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 Promoting the Participation of Civil Society Organizations and Social Actors in connection with Preparations for the Eighth Summit of the Americas
The Summits Secretariat of the Americas is fully committed to following up on the mandates arising out of the Summits Process and OAS General Assemblies regarding strengthening the participation of civil society and social actors in the Summits Process. Resolution AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11) requests that the General Secretariat make efforts, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to “…continue to explore and implement in the Summits of the Americas process methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in that process…”

This report summarizes the activities undertaken by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat with the Government of Peru to continue promoting the participation and contributions of civil society organizations and social actors in the process of preparing for the Eighth Summit of the Americas, which will be held in Lima, Peru, on April 13 and 14, 2018.
1. In July 2017, the Summits Secretariat, in coordination with the country hosting the Summit, notified civil society and social actors of the central theme of the Eighth Summit: “Democratic Governance against Corruption.” With the help of the OAS National Offices, an opportunity was provided in 32 countries of the region for civil society and social actors in those countries to take part in the meeting via OAS webcast.
2. In September 2017, the Summits Secretariat, together with the Government of Peru and the Inter-American Dialogue, organized a Policies Dialogue with the participation of experts from international think tanks, international organizations, and academia, to address the central theme of the Eighth Summit. That Dialogue was transmitted live via the OAS website for some 400 participants in the region. Its conclusions were presented to the States at the second regular meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group in 2017 last September.
3. In October 2017, a series of face-to-face consultations and one virtual consultation were conducted with civil society and social actors with a view to offering participants in that sector an opportunity to exchange ideas and put forward recommendations regarding the central theme of the Eighth Summit and its three subthemes. The virtual forum was conducted from October 9 to 25, 2017, with the participation of representatives of civil society and social actors from 18 States involved in the Summits Process. The face-to-face consultations at the national level were conducted in 30 countries of the Hemisphere in the week of October 23 to 27, 2017 with the support of OAS National Offices and the participation of 495 representatives of the sector.
4. To facilitate broad, equitable, and inclusive participation by civil society and social actors in the preparations for the Eighth Summit, they were also invited to organize their own self-administered hemispheric “thematic coalitions.” For Summit purposes, a “thematic coalition” means a group of at least 10 organizations and/or social actors with similar views on at least one of the three subthemes. That yielded 28 official coalitions, which have been taking part in activities relating to the Eighth Summit. The official list of coalitions was posted on the website and the social media networks of the Summits Secretariat.
5. Briefing sessions are being arranged (for the week of February 20, 2018) to hear about the progress being made by the coalitions and to keep them informed as to their participation in the events prior to the Eighth Summit in April, including the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and the Hemispheric Dialogue of Civil Society and Social Actors with Authorities in the Member States, which are being coordinated with the Government of Peru.
6. In March 2018, prior to the meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), there will be a Hemispheric Dialogue in Washington, D.C., in which the spokespersons for each of the 28 coalitions, as well as those of the Young Americas Forum (YABT) and workers’ representatives will present and discuss progress made and any recommendations formulated by their coalitions.
7. At the same time, the country hosting the Summit, in coordination with the Summits Secretariat, will make arrangements for civil society organizations, youth, workers’ representatives, the private sector, and other social actors to be able to meet in the days prior to the Eighth Summit, in Lima, Peru, and to take part in: 
a. The Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors (April 10-11), and 

b. The Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Representatives of the Governments (April 12, 2018). 

8. The application process for the participation of civil society and social actors that will be participating in the activities scheduled for the days prior to the Eighth Summit was conducted between December 20, 2017 and January 20, 2018. Due to the high demand and number of applications to take part from civil society, the host country decided to extend the pre-registration deadline by one additional day (February 7, 2018).
This testifies to the effort being made, with respect to the participation of civil society and social actors in the run up to the Eighth Summit, by the Summits Secretariat in close coordination with the Government of Peru, and with the cooperation of the Civil Society Relations area of the OAS, with a view to continuing to ensure appropriate opportunities for civil society and social actors to make an effective contribution in both the preparatory phase and in the framework of the Eighth Summit in Lima, Peru, in April.
[image: image1.jpg]
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cmbrs01519s01�








