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Summit of the Americas Secretariat

December 2, 2003

WHY ANOTHER SPECIAL SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS?  

REGIONAL PRESS SEMINAR

December 12, 2003

Washington, D.C.

Introduction

This document defines the objectives and format for holding a regional press seminar on the Summits of the Americas Process with governments' communication and media affiliates of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, national press offices of the Presidencies and Heads of Government and media.  This seminar holds great importance in light of the Special Summit of the Americas, which will take place in Monterrey, Mexico on January 12-13, 2004.  At the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas will analyze themes related to growth with equity, social development and democratic governance, aimed at improving the quality of life of the 800 million citizens of the Americas.

The seminar will be held on December 12, 2003 in Washington, D.C., following the XXXIII Special meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) during which the Declaration of the Special Summit of the Americas will be negotiated. 

Objectives

1. Provide media and communication directors of governments with information on the Summits of the Americas Process and on themes to be discussed at the next Summit, which will be held on January 12-13, 2004 in Monterrey, Mexico.

2. Exchange ideas on how to facilitate the process of disseminating information between local members of the press and their wider national and regional audiences on the Summits.

Expected Results

1. Engage the attention and interest of various media at the local, regional and international level in order to gain wider press coverage and information on the importance of the Summits of the Americas and their results.  

2. Inform the public through the media on the Summits of the Americas to make it more transparent to all citizens. 

3. Stimulate the conscience and commitment of citizens through the media to ensure the smooth progress of implementation of the mandates endorsed by governments

Audience

-
Press and Communication branches of governments
· Media

· Press Officials and Communication Officers of Embassies 
Agenda

The seminar at the OAS will consist of four panels.  Each panel will have one moderator and three or four presentations.  Each presentation will last approximately 10 minutes and will be followed by a 40-minute question and answer period.  

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Inauguration 
Remarks from Dr. César Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS

Remarks from Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS 

Remarks from Miguel Hakim, Chair of the preparatory process for the Special Summit of the Americas, Undersecretary of Latin America and the Caribbean, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mexico

9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
Panel 1:  The Summits Process

Panelists: 

Ambassador John Maisto, National Summit Coordinator, USA 

Carlos Portales, National Summit Coordinator, Chile

Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS

Paul Durand, National Summit Coordinator, Canada

Vera Pedrosa, National Summit Coordinator, Brazil

Moderator: 

Irene Klinger, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas 

Secretariat, OAS

Discussion

11:00 – 12:30 p.m.
Panel 2: Why another Summit of the Americas?

Panelists: 

Richard Feinberg, University of California, San Diego




Peter Hakim, Inter-American Dialogue




Ivelaw Griffith, Florida International University

Moderator:



Commentary: 

Peter Eisner, Washington Post

Paulo Sotero, O Estado de Sao Paulo

Discussion

12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
Lunch offered by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Panel 3: Civil Society and other international organization participation in the Summits Process

Panelists:

Irene Klinger, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas 

Secretariat, OAS

Donald MacKay, FOCAL




Carlos Jarque, IDB




Ines Bustillo, CEPAL

Moderator:

Ramón Daubón, Esquel Foundation

Discussion

3:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Panel 4:  Concrete Results of the Summits of the Americas 

Panelists:

David Beall, Executive Director, CICAD/OAS




Eduardo Bertoni, Rapporteur in Freedom of Expression, OAS

José Manuel Salazar, Trade Unit, OAS

Elizabeth Spehar, UPD/OAS

Moderator:

Santiago Cantón, CIDH/OAS

Discussion
Operational and Logistical Aspects

Coordination:

Summits of the Americas Secretariat -- OAS

Languages:

Simultaneous interpretation in Spanish and English

Location: 
December 12, 2003 -- Rubén Darío Conference Room, OAS,  1889 F St., Washington D.C.
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