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V Young Americas Forum

“For the participation of youth in the process of the VIII Summit of the Americas"”

Lima, Peru | April 12th, 2018

Original: Spanish
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HIGHLIGHTING that,
Some time ago when the region spoke about democracy, governance and corruption, these were topics for older people’s discussions in which young people had a minimal participation and interest. Today, young people are the force of the dialogue, change and innovation. Currently, young people raise their voices, participating in a dialogue that generates change and gives us a better life.

Corruption issue have historically been important and urgent, but also are the most complicated task for any president or member of a government or the private sector. Our generation requests to be part of the dialogue and analysis of these issues and contribute to the efforts to stop these problems. The importance of discussing issues of corruption, sustainable development, democratic governance and aspects of cooperation, institutionally and public-private partnerships are of utmost importance to the Western Hemisphere States, as well as to the different actors of the international community that an increase in participation and incidence in affairs of the inter-American agenda, including young people.

CONSIDERING,

That in the course of seven months thousands of young people, organizations and youth networks, working with different sectors in their respective countries, took, along with the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), on the challenge and commitment to organize 110 onsite dialogues, answer the virtual consultations and promote other participation channels, which involved  more than 5,700 young people and social leaders, as part of the preparatory process officially established in September 2017, towards the V Young Americas Forum in Lima, Peru.
RECOGNIZING,
Each young person, whose determination and leadership made possible for other young people from their countries to join the youth participation process of the Eighth Summit of the Americas, through the Fifth Young Americas Forum. This Declaration calls for the continued development of youth empowerment initiatives, especially with young people who are vulnerable and come from minority groups.

The Declaration is dedicated to those young people, agents of change who decided to take action to improve the quality of life of people in their communities, and promote democratic values and youth citizenship participation, in order to strengthen democratic governance capacities in their own countries.
We reaffirm the importance of each of the expressions mentioned so far, therefore.

DECLARATION,
THE ACT OF COMMITMENT
For the reasons enshrined in the introduction of this document, for the relevance of youth participation in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda, among other aspects, we want to participate in the issues that involve the transparency of our government and the other sectors that in one way or another, influence the democratic governance of nations.

We want to become ambassadors of change that encourage the participation of more young people in solidarity issues to our society, promoting democratic values ​​and civic participation, together with open and inclusive dialogue, and negotiations with authorities, being citizens that generate change and that they share their opinion and willingness to work with our presidential leaders, the inter-American institutions and other sectors of society in general.

We express our willingness to ensure the follow-up and development of what is outlined below, for each thematic subtopic of the Eighth Summit of the Americas.
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE AND CORRUPTION
Young people consider corruption an action without values. Transparency is the value that prevents it. We reject this criminal phenomenon that promotes the abuse of power, to human rights and democratic governance in the region. The best individual and collective way to promote transparency and prevent corruption are citizen audits, as well as spaces for participation in public decision-making. We, the youth of the Americas commit to promote democratic values, good practices and an active and constant citizen participation, among our peers and other generations. We are also committed to generating multi-sector alliances in this area. We also demand that governments, private companies and civil society actors with values to give continuity to this Declaration and thus not only have a better presence but also leave that seed for future generations.

We consider that a city, nation, and continent, is adaptable to change and transformation. In this regard, we recognize that young people have a determinative role as proponents of cooperation between different sectors to establish better processes, procedures and policies that can stimulate trust in the public sector. At the same time, we need that each sector be aware of knowing the meaning of transparency and corruption in all senses, establishing norms that regulate situations and acts of corruption. Awareness is crucial through spaces for citizen education and government and greater action towards social audit.

It is recommended that the actors of the Inter-American System promote the creation of a platform for collection, integration and monitoring of studies, ratings, and other existing data on the state of democratic governance and transparency in the countries of the Hemisphere. This instrument should have youth participation in its decision making, with rigorous measurement parameters. The cooperation of key actors and synergy between government, private sector and civil society. Likewise, the instrument must be accessible in its understanding and have a dissemination, strengthening and follow-up mechanism that makes it an effective instrument and coherent with the reality of the nations of the Americas.

Increasing the use of technologies and reducing the digital gap to innovate in the promotion of transparency and the fight against corruption is considered a key action aimed at combining talent and innovation among the young population. We will move forward in bringing together the key players to turn social and public entrepreneurship into a tool that can, among other things, facilitate the development of applications, databases and distributed decentralized records that provide access to public information, in order to improve transparency in processes and reduce waiting times in access to information and management.

Digital environments will also become part of the tools for solutions, turning them into systems that receive citizen complaints to fight corruption. We also denounce the attempt of some actors to prohibit digital environments in other parts of the hemisphere. We request the protection of users in digital environments in the exercise of the expression of their opinions. In addition to the above, it is urged to expand the solutions known up to now, supporting trends and high-value-added ventures that also have an impact on improving the democratic governance situation at the national, regional and hemispheric levels.

We demand that all States respect their commitment to guarantee free, regular, fair and transparent elections, with active and informed participation of citizens. This is one of the most vulnerable issues in some countries of the continent. It must be identified that the lack of governance is related to inequality and poverty, which promotes organized crime such as drug and human trafficking and others, which leads to a path of corruption.

We reaffirm that combating corruption impacts on the strengthening of institutions; generating improvement of the credibility and confidence of the population, translating into social and economic benefits for the State. Transparency is one of the most important topics that is indispensable within the context of democratic governance and corruption. Therefore, it is essential to have strong institutions that make visible the cases denounced by injustices in society and guarantee the sovereignty and self-determination of the people to combat corruption and adopt mechanisms of transparency which means opportunities, equality and competitiveness.

As young people of the Americas we commit ourselves to continue on the fight against corruption, promoting good practices, the example to be followed by the States in the strengthening of our democratic governance in order to live free of corruption.
CORRUPTION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The young people urge the States to join efforts to generate development and progress in conjunction with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Human Rights. Within the same mission, we focus our efforts among young people, organizations, and youth networks, promoting the development of initiatives to promote a greater link between different sectors, aligning strategies with the public sector and promoting them with the private at the local, national and regional; to optimize the sustainable use of economic, environmental and social resources.

One of our objectives is to produce changes in our current and future generations, through ethical values that must be considered in decision making through active and inclusive citizen participation mechanisms. Young people have an important role in society through the contributions and public opinion, we commit ourselves to being accountable for accountability.
We demand the effective, efficient, and transparent compliance of investigation processes, procedures and sanctions in corruption acts; for each case we request protection to whistle-blowers, witnesses and investigators. These efforts also lie in uniting wills with the leaders of governments, the private sector and civil society, with a strong support  from international organizations and cooperation agencies that allocate programs and resources for youth development, materializing this in structures that allow for monitoring the different processes, being these recognized by the State.

We request that public and private organizations value the environment and human talent for knowledge management, generating sustainable development and protecting human rights. In this way, the young formal and informal labor and business force must be trained, promoting inter-generational alliances for the transmission of know-how, emphasizing the improvement of technical, labor and business training processes. We believe that youth talent is one of the most important incentives for companies, government agencies and third sector, to move towards in the same objective what is pursuit of sustainable and inclusive economic growth in the countries of the Americas.
The young people trust that enriching the standards of diffusion and campaigns against corruption; will generate a global environment of greater contributions for the development of our environment. As part of the solution, and since we are agents of change, we propose the development of innovative, informative and formative campaigns that leave behind the traditional, which seeks to encourage standards and content of campaigns, didactic resources and traditional and non-traditional media against corruption; at the same time an environment of greater collaboration and exchange experiences with other social actors.

Sustainable development aims at a better quality of present and future life. In this sense, we must focus our efforts to change from the basic pillars such as human rights and the rights of nature. It is fundamental to recognize ourselves as a diverse region that we are. Respect this, without any discrimination, in the mitigation and adaptation to climate change. We have the right to peace, liberty, accessible and quality education in our daily life; to equity and global justice. We, as leaders and potential decision-makers, must actively participate in it.

We are committed to supporting and strengthening alliances to achieve the SDGs. Young people of the Americas believe that working on public policies and strategic youth agendas that eliminate corruption that is fundamental to provide security, respect for human rights and consolidate the sustainable development of the region. Therefore, we show our support to the authorities so that, through dialogue and action, the necessary change materializes. For this, we will take into account our experience and preparation, but we also demand the participation in work spaces focused on the resolution of problems of corruption and violence within the framework of the 2030 Agenda. We defend the independence and the autonomy of states of the Americas, far from any form of imposition of one country over another, and we believe that this encourages acts of corruption. The Young people of the Americas demand a balance between planning and doing, so we invite our authorities and members of organizations present to be part of the change in favor of the citizens of the Americas.
ASPECTS OF COOPERATION AND PUBLIC-PRIVATE ALLIANCES
Young decision-makers identified that some of the current problems in the region are the lack of coordination in communication, execution, transparency and strengthening of the aspects of cooperation and public-private partnerships. We recognize at the same time, the advances obtained in the recent years. Therefore, with determination and commitment, we call on the Member States, in order to strengthen and facilitate the mechanisms to create alliances and platforms that meet the 2030 Agenda in different population groups, with priority in unprotected groups, people with disability, indigenous communities, afro descendant population, LGTBI community and others.
In the same way, we call to increase international collaboration for the promotion of integral and sustainable mobility systems; the diffusion and promotion of renewable energies, involving projects of civil society organizations in public policies together with other sustainable innovation projects that become important allies for local and national governments.

As young entrepreneurs we will continue to expand sustainability solutions and ideas, to contribute to the implementation of local, national and regional development plans. We are in the capacity to lead and bring solutions to the community. For this reason, we request the facilitation of alliances and public-private collaboration frameworks, the reinforcement in integral education with emphasis on entrepreneurship, credit (social funds) and public policies (health and labor rights) that support young people in their work and new or recent emerging companies.

A very important point is the alliances between different public or private institutions, with youth organizations. Therefore, we urge the creation of an inclusive Ministry of Youth with decision-making power, working transversally in the different powers of each State, as a channel and mechanism to centralize the goals and indicators among, young community governments and the private sector, such as way to nurture the common objectives of the Hemisphere. In the case of those countries that have this institution, the contributions must be aligned and strengthened. In this way, we can join efforts with young community people and youth support organizations, so that they can also contribute to economic development and social innovation projects that have a positive impact on the commission of the Summit and youth citizen participation.

In order to strengthen the actions of the Ministry of Youth and other institutions, it is necessary to improve access control mechanisms, with the use of ICTs and open data as a means of social audit, ensuring the participation of young people in the oversight bodies of the government.

The 2030 Agenda becomes a meeting point to focus our efforts as young people, and to attract the rest of the sectors that strengthen the capacity to implement youth initiatives, and propose key indicators for the measurement and communication of the impact of these strategies. We request that decentralized spaces be created to involve decision makers, investors, business leaders, community and experts to work with us, combining their talent and resources from their respective field, promoting the development of social and economic enterprises that are put into consideration by the territorial and national educational community, increasing in this way, the technical and monetary resources through public-private partnerships that involve especially small and medium enterprises.

We request to the States to collaborate with more young people in the creation, promotion and expansion of local, cultural, socio-environmental and educational development projects (formal and non-formal), with a gender, intercultural and human rights approach to link with partners public and private, that influence the formation of democratic values and citizen participation. To do this, using as a mechanism artistic expressions, youth debates, volunteering, simulations and practical exercises, aimed at the development of comprehensive education; in a way to contribute to the transparency and transformation of our environment.

The young community people understand that changes are generated through actions, so we commit to action and collaboration in the present and future, to contribute and share in the practice of change and improvement of the topics addressed in this declaration.

We establish at the disposal of governments, the private sector and development organizations, social and community, good practices and lessons learned from the resulted projects and initiatives that young people are running in their localities, to use as examples for the definition and implementation of the initiatives agreed upon during the VIII Summit of the Americas.
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