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CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM 
“Connecting the Americas: Strengthening Partnerships for Action beyond Cartagena”

DRAFT SCHEDULE

Wednesday, April 11, 2012

09:00 – 09:30

Opening session 

· H.E. Maria Angela Holguin, Foreign Minister of Colombia (to be confirmed)
· H.E. Jose Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS

09:30 - 09:40

Presentation of Methodology

· Jorge Sanin, Director, Department of International Affairs, OAS


09:40 - 10:30
Presentation of Recommendations Resulting from Consultations with Civil Society and Summary of the Elements Considered on the Five Thematic Areas of the VI Summit of the Americas

Objective: Share the results and the recommendations generated by the civil society and social actor groups that participated in the virtual and face-to-face consultations held in the preparatory process of the VI Summit, and dialogue about the elements considered by the OAS Member States during the negotiations of the documents to be adopted by the Heads of State and Government. 
· Moderator: Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary, Summits of the Americas Secretariat, OAS

· “Reduction of Poverty and Inequality” – Waldistrudis Hurtado Minotta, Fundacion Arco Iris Siglo XXI / Movimiento Social de Mujeres Afrocolombianas, Colombia
· “Disaster Risk Reduction and Management” – Maria Onestini, Centro de Estudios Ambientales, Argentina

· “Access to and Use of Technology” – Juan Daniel Cifuentes Diez, Institucion Universitaria de Envigado, Colombia

· “Citizen Security” – Folade Mutota, Women’s Institute for Alternative Development, Trinidad and Tobago 
Wednesday, April 11, 2012 (continuation)

10:30-13:00
Roundtable: “Partnerships for Action: Civil Society Collaboration on Implementation”
Objective: Exchange experiences and best practices of networks of civil society organizations in the follow-up and support to the implementation of Summit mandates, and reflect on a collaborative strategy between civil society and governments for the implementation of the VI Summit mandates.

· Moderator: Socorro Ramirez, Coordinator of Social Actor Participation in the Sixth Summit of the Americas

· “Economic and Social Rights” – Richard Feinberg, Professor of International Political Economy, University of California, San Diego

· “Summit Follow-up and Citizen Participation“ – Francine Jacome, Active Democracy Network

· “Poverty and Inequality” – Sidney Francis, Organizacion Negra Centroamericana (ONECA)

· “Freedom of Expression and Access to Information” – Karina Banfi, Executive Secretary, Alianza Regional por la Libre Expresión e Informacion
· Discussion among participants

13:00 – 14:30
LUNCH (offered by the Government of Colombia – Convention Center Pavilion)
14:30-16:45
Plenary Session:  Partnerships for Action: Connecting Institutions and Civil Society

Objective: Exchange experiences and points of view on programs carried out by civil society organizations and international organizations on the implementation of the Summits mandates and offer suggestions about ways to work together in this area.

Moderator: Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS

· Teofilo Monteiro, Pan American Health Organization / World Health Organization

· Ines Bustillo, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

· Francisco Cervantes Perez, Academia Mexicana de Informatica, A.C.
· Luvy Rocha-Rappaccioli, Instituto de Estudios Estratégicos y Políticas Públicas
· Discussion among participants

16:45-17:00

Presentation of Methodology for Working Groups

· Martin Huenneke, Social Actor Coordinator, Summits of the Americas Secretariat, OAS

17:00


Closing

Thursday, April 12, 2012

9:00-12:30

Working Groups

Objective: To develop recommendations on how civil society organizations can collaborate with governments in the follow-up and implementation of the VI Summit mandates



Working Group I: Citizen Security and Disasters

· Moderator: Alma Aguilar, Red Nacional por la Integridad
· Rapporteur: Bertha Cecilia Garcia Cienfuegos, Asociación Regional Mujeres Ingenieras

Working Group II: Access to and Use of Technology and Reduction of Poverty   and Inequality

· Moderator: Renee Fresard, Fundación Nacional para la Superación de la Pobreza

· Rapporteur: Laura Ruiz, Universidad Virtual del Sistema Tecnológico de Monterrey
Working Group III: Physical Integration and Regional Cooperation

· Moderator: Carlos Eduardo Arango Arango, Conexión Global

· Rapporteur: Harrison Vizcaíno Andrade, Cámara Interamericana de Transporte (CIT) 

12:30-14:00
LUNCH (offered by the Government of Colombia – Convention Center Pavilion)
14:00-15:30
Plenary Session: Presentation of the Recommendations of each Working 

Group

15:30-16:15 
Preparations for the Forum “Strengthening Partnerships for Prosperity: A Government and Social Actor Dialogue for Action” 

· Facilitator: Francine Jacome, Active Democracy Network

16:15-16:30

Closing

· Ambassador Albert Ramdin, OAS Assistant Secretary General
Friday, April 13, 2012

VI Summit of the Americas

10:30-13:00
Dialogue “Strengthening Partnerships for Prosperity: A Government and Social Actor Dialogue for Action”

· Participation of Civil Society organizations









