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 IV INDIGENOUS LEADERS SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Declaration of the Fourth Indigenous Leaders Summit of the Americas

“Weaving Partnerships for the Defense of Mother Earth”

Cartagena, Colombia

April 11 and 12, 2012

We, the Governments of the Indigenous Peoples, Nations, and Organizations of South, Central, and North America, and the Caribbean, in the exercise of our right to self-determination and in defense of Mother Earth.   
CONSIDERING

That the economic development model implemented by the States of the Americas does not take account of our reality and our development; or recognize our collective well-being or equanimity, or that being indigenous means living in harmony with Mother Earth.

That State policies for mitigating and reducing the impacts of climate change have proven ineffective and are a manifest failure, promoting the commodification of the environment (REDD+, carbon credits, and the green economy).

That the adoption and implementation of the American Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples should constitute a commitment by the States to end the ethnocide of our peoples.

That the coca leaf is has sacred, millennial, cultural, and spiritual significance for our peoples and is a material and physical foodstuff for them.

That the exercise of self-determination of our peoples should be guaranteed and our exercise of self-government strengthened in international bodies.

That the States of the Americas measure the social inequity and/or prosperity of the indigenous peoples based on indicators and general targets, rather than by promoting the effective exercise of our genuine rights to ancestral territories, preventing us from discharging our duty to protect and respect them and safeguard Mother Earth as a subject of rights.

That regional integration should be consolidated as an opportunity for recognizing and respecting our peoples, and for overcoming social inequity and all colonialist practices in relations among States, and between States and peoples.  

TOGETHER DECLARE to the Heads of State and Government of the region, gathered on April 14 and 15, 2012, in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, in Cartagena, Colombia, as follows:

I.                  With regard to the economic development model:

This has been reduced to intervention in and the unlawful plunder of our territories, and to the overexploitation of natural assets we have preserved for millennia, inevitably subjecting us to genocide and extermination.

We affirm that overcoming the social inequity that afflicts our peoples should be achieved by adopting and implementing legal and public policy instruments that protect us and guarantee the exercise of our rights, preventing potential violations, the devastation of our territory, and expropriations jeopardizing our physical and cultural survival.

Regional integration should amount to more than the perpetuation of economic, political, and social intervention in our territories.

II.                 With regard to climate change:   

Because Mother Earth is a living being, there is a need to put into practice our contributions and millennial customs that mitigate and reduce the impact of the climate change phenomenon.

III.                With regard to the American Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

We request serious and respectful commitment by the States to strengthening economically and politically the process of building consensus with authorities and organizations representing the indigenous peoples of the region so that this legal instrument is adopted and implemented within one year, thus fulfilling duties and obligations by their nature incumbent upon the States. We hereby express our concern regarding the decision of countries such as the United States and Canada to withdraw from the negotiation process, jeopardizing the consensus and agreements reached during 13 years of negotiations.

We request respect for the principle of the progressivity of rights, the exclusion of regressive provisions from the American Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the setting of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the minimum standard for the negotiations. We call for the promotion of dialogue and call upon the States not to close channels of communication regarding the fundamental thematic areas for the protection of indigenous peoples.

IV.               With regard to the right to self-determination and recognition of Governments of Indigenous Peoples.

We request the establishment of a forum for dialogue and ongoing horizontal coordination within the structure of the OAS to ensure the consolidation of democratic principles in the Organization. This body should advance the implementation and follow-up of governmental policies impacting indigenous peoples, and evaluate the continuity of agreements entered into by States and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, as well as decisions taken in the framework of the inter-American human rights system.

We support all processes of consultation with indigenous peoples in the framework of Convention No. 169 of the ILO.

We request decriminalization of the consumption of coca leaf in its unprocessed form owing to its sacred, millennial, and cultural significance for our peoples and because is a material and spiritual foodstuff for them.

We request that the American governments contribute to the democratization of language and their communication strategies through openness and the implementation, in conjunction with indigenous organizations, of genuinely differential public policies on indigenous communication. We request legitimization of the mandate of the First Continental Summit of Indigenous Communication, held in Cauca, Colombia, as a roadmap for the strategic plans of the peoples and States in the area of differential communication.

V.                 With regard to the inter-American human rights system.

We urge the organs for the protection of human rights of the inter-American system (Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human Rights) to protect the rights of the indigenous peoples, in accordance with the international instruments for the protection of human rights, where the protection of indigenous peoples should take precedence over implementation of the model of extractive economic development and deterritorialization promoted by the States of the region.

We call on the States to recognize and implement the mandates of the inter-American system.

VI.               With regard to human rights

We request the States, in addressing any conflict, to accord priority to political solutions.  To that end, we urge the Colombian State to generate all conditions within its sphere of competence to seek a political solution to the armed conflict afflicting us.  Otherwise, the extermination of our Colombians brothers and sisters will be perpetuated.

We demand that the States respect our territories and ourselves, in view of the campaign of militarization and criminalization to which they have subjected us in the region.

We invite the States to adopt an American convention that genuinely and effectively protects the right to prior free and informed consent.  That legal instrument should be respected by the States as a human rights instrument with content integral to the existence of the indigenous peoples.

Policies designed to protect and implement the rights of indigenous peoples should be the outcome of consensus and their differential focus ensured.

We request the redoubling of efforts to protect indigenous children, women, and youth.

We request the consolidation of legal certainty within indigenous territories, ratification of our occupation and ancestral possession, and guarantee of the effective enjoyment of the right to territorial ownership.

We recommend:

We support Bolivia’s demand for access to the sea and urge the States involved to identify definitive solutions as soon as possible, in the framework of regional integration for the collective well-being and prosperity of Abya Yala (the Americas).

In this framework of integration of peoples, specifically indigenous peoples, since 2012 is a year of reunion and reconciliation, and marks a new era, we suggest that our sister Republic of Cuba be able to participate in the next Summit of the Americas.

Lastly, we remain willing to continue to strengthen processes for democracy and dialogue in the region since, provided the States of the Hemisphere indicate their political resolve and move forward in developing channels for discussion, our governments will advance in developing a treaty on the rights of indigenous peoples that ratifies our millennial rights and strengthens our partnerships in defense of Mother Earth.

So as to strengthen our integration and unity, we further hereby decide to establish the Council of Civil Society Organizations of the Peoples of Abya Yala (the Americas).
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