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DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE AMERICAS 

“YOUTH: PARTNERS FOR PROSPERITY”

Participation Process of the III Young Americas Forum - Drafted by the young people of the Americas participating in the National and Virtual Dialogues, as  part of the process towards the III Young Americas Forum, which was held in Cartagena, Colombia from April 10-13, 2012 within the framework of the VI Summit of the Americas (June, 2011 – April, 2012)

Preamble

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that between June 2011 and March 2012, we the young citizens of the countries of the Americas, have organized and participated through formal and official channels in the process towards the Third Young Americas Forum facilitated by the Young Americas Business Trust in collaboration with the OAS, the Summit of the Americas Secretariat and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, thereby strengthening our involvement as Social Actors at the VI Summit of the Americas. We focus our contributions on the four sub-topics of the Sixth Summit of the Americas: Poverty and Inequality, Citizen Security, Natural Disasters and Access to Technology.

RECALLING that in the Youth Declaration of Port-of-Spain, adopted and presented to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago on April 2009, we the young people committed ourselves to actively participate in the process of the Summits of the Americas.

RECALLING that the Declaration of Medellin: YOUTH AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES (AG/DEC. 57, XXXVIII-O/08) recognizes:


The importance of youth participation in political affairs and public life, including electoral processes, as a key aspect in the promotion and exercise of a democratic culture;


The importance that youth should be able to select their training and education on the basis of their fundamental freedoms;

 
That the full extent of democracy, respect, protection, promotion of human rights, and  the recognition that human beings are the focal point of integral development, are essential for the improvement of social conditions and the eradication of poverty;


That democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;


That the conditions of poverty, social exclusion, and vulnerability faced by large numbers of young people in the hemisphere can affect their development for the rest of their lives;


That poverty and social exclusion constitute obstacles faced by a large number of young people in the hemisphere. Therefore, economic and social development, equal opportunities, justice, and social inclusions are essential for the dignity of human beings;


That there is a  large number of young people who neither study nor work, that very often the jobs they  find are in precarious conditions, and that high levels of youth unemployment are problematic and enhance  their vulnerability in the society;

RECALLING that in the Declaration of the Fourth Summit of the Americas held in Mar de Plata, Argentina, in November 2005,  where  the Heads of State and Government acknowledged the importance of facilitating the integration of young people into the labor market, extending its availability and improving the quality of information, services and career counseling, as well as  recognizing the importance of creating opportunities to facilitate their access to decent work, and that in the Plan of Action of the Summit they committed to reduce youth unemployment and significantly lower the percentage of young people who neither study nor work; 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that we participated in hemispheric, national and local dialogues to discuss, exchange ideas and learn in depth about projects and activities that young people are implementing and leading in the hemisphere. More than 30 dialogues were held in Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. These were organized and facilitated by ourselves, and involved around 3,500 young people from throughout the region. We would like to highlight the Hemispheric Dialogues held in San Salvador - El Salvador, Asuncion - Paraguay and Colonia, Uruguay, as well as the Virtual Dialogue "Ideas of Impact: Young People’s innovations and contributions to the Sixth Summit of the Americas," which was joined by 475 online members and received 205 comments and 3367 visits during the two months that it was open;

The young people of the Americas: 
1. Propose to present the concrete actions and projects that young people are already implementing as leaders and economic and social entrepreneurs within our communities through the channels provided prior to the VI Summit of the Americas.  We highlight our initiatives with the aim to inspire our governments with our enthusiasm and creativity. Above all, we seek that our proposals be considered in the design and implementation of public policies, development plans, and strategies for implementing the mandates of the VI Summit, and be seen as sources of energy, innovation, and ideas.

2. Ask to be identified as Partners for Prosperity, rightful citizens, and strategic actors for development. Young people are committed to play an active role in the formulation of public policies and programs; to share the ideas, innovations, and projects that we are leading, to serve as an inspiration to the international community. We encourage our governments to partner with us in the development, growth, success and impact of our social and economic projects.

3. Present youth entrepreneurship as an essential tool to economic and social development, to combat poverty, unemployment, and social economic instability; hence we encourage our government to support and invest in programs that support young entrepreneurs. 

4. Request more incentives from the member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group and governments, to support organizations that work on youth issues, environment, natural disasters, education, poverty, land ownership issues, and technology based entrepreneurship among other issues, through programs that monitor the implementation of the commitments that resulted from the Summits of the America. 
5. Believe that there is a chance to improve the world, that young people are capable to positively transform their lives and their surroundings. We are not a problem (or victims), because we share and experience the same conditions of structural poverty and discrimination as the entire community, sometimes at a higher level.

6. Propose to the OAS, to work in partnership with community and youth control groups   to support and monitor the proposals contained herein, and that together we can urge the Heads of States and Governments and their administrative structures to develop proposals jointly to overcome the dire situation of many young people, and the discrimination, stigmatization at the hands of the institutions. 
7. Propose to the OAS member states to create and strengthen national, local youth organizations, and specialized youth programs to promote participation, advocacy and partnerships among youth, developing national information system to collect and share  information that allows formulation, implementation, participatory monitoring and evaluation of public policies that address comprehensive youth realities and the needs of young people of the Americas, allocating sufficient resources for those purposes.

8. Strongly suggest that each of these contributions be incorporated in the national and local legislative policies in our countries based on a diversified approach, recognizing the multiple forms and shapes of young people, the different contexts, ways and barriers in which we carry out our citizenship. For example, gender, ethnicity, age, special circumstances in rural areas, disability and armed conflict must be taken into account to guarantee our rights.

9. Request our Governments to take the following recommendations into consideration during the meetings and negotiation process of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG): 

POVERTY AND INEQUALITY

1. To guarantee the adoption of regulatory and administrative policies to ensure that young people have access to a comprehensive, continuous, relevant and quality higher education, promoting the use of new technologies and fostering in students the respect for difference, gender equality and cultural diversity. It is imperative to increase investment in infrastructure, equipment, access to technology, training opportunities for the teachers and content adjustment in education. Educational systems should seek a comprehensive training and the quality of the student, generating critical and reflective citizens, committed to their surroundings, for the present and the future of society in which they are embedded.

2. To execute a supranational strategy for regulating the supply and demand for youth employment in addition to entrepreneurship, including the implementation of programs of technical and financial cooperation to promote decent work by stimulating the adoption of regulatory frameworks in line with the challenges posed by the global economy and new sources of employment, development and accessibility of appropriate job information and the creation or strengthening of public employment services.

3. To implement self-employment and entrepreneurship programs for young people, providing funds for the startup capital needed to start new companies, encouraging the private sector to contribute through technical and financial assistance initiatives under its social responsibility, and support initiatives to generate income and new employment in non-conventional sectors.

4. To set up, business development training programs for youth, with the cooperation of regional and international organizations, establishing centers where young people can design and test their entrepreneurial initiatives.

5. To guarantee training and youth involvement in job opportunities in technology-based sectors, encouraging the adoption of flexible criteria for work-study programs.

6. To promote employment of young women, young people with disabilities, youth returning from military service, migrants, refugees, displaced and indigenous youth as well as other populations through a differentiated approach by allocating funds to support the initiatives coming from these groups.

7. To provide incentives and support educational and cultural policies to make rural areas more appealing to young people. Likewise, organize cultural activities to promote meetings and exchange opportunities between rural and urban youth, with the cooperation of youth organizations, in order to create awareness of existing state policies and cooperation programs of rural development.
8. To endorse the adoption of regulatory and administrative measures to give young people the opportunity to increase their employment skills, by offering technical and vocational training to ensure a successful transition from classrooms to work and to fit the changes in demand for labor in their respective sectors.

9. To implement training programs for young leaders, including the exchange of ideas and experiences in generating businesses and innovation, between young people in developed and developing countries, through meetings, internships and volunteering opportunities.

10. To prepare training programs with the cooperation of youth organizations, for young people aimed at improving the systems of agricultural production and marketing, based on economic priorities of rural areas and the needs of the young people living in these areas with a goal of production development and achieving food security.

11. To identify and implement successful experiences with land donation programs accompanied by financial, technical assistance and training of young people and youth organizations.

12. To establish a joint agenda with international organizations and voluntary youth organizations to implement projects, preserve and improve the environment. 

CITIZEN SECURITY

13. To stimulate Ministries of Education of each country, to design a national dialogue on citizen intelligence that is youth led and may be adapted to the interests and dynamics of each territory; however, it should be directed towards the promotion of active participation, solidarity and social control.

14. To implement actions by all institutions, public and private organizations to encourage the appropriate use of public spaces and common areas, promoting the proper use, enjoyment and protection of these spaces.

15. To request the Ministries of Defense, especially their military and public forces to share information on how to stop and eliminate the progressive network of transnational organized crime (which incorporates mostly young people), by developing profile studies on the phenomenon and its reach throughout the region.

16. To encourage all non-governmental and social organizations, public and private institutions, to design collective mechanisms to stop forced recruitment of children, adolescents and youth in armed groups, gangs, organized crime, gang-related criminal human trafficking, narcotraffic, robbery, and smuggling.

17. To establish mechanisms to monitor trade and industrial sectors to eradicate all forms of labor exploitation, developing relevant regulations and setting standards for the promotion of employment and the acquisition of first job work experiences through internships and professional practices.

18. To convoke public and private sector institutions, international agencies, universities, research institutes, social and youth organizations to build a horizontal and collaborative information platform that allows the development of programs and initiatives, and through research, develop proposals and articulate actions to support young people in issues related to citizen security. 

19. To propose to the international community to work together, coexist and promote a culture of peace, and recognize the important role youth can play in building security.

20. To invite the governments to ratify the Ibero-American Youth Rights Convention and to implement through legislation the provisions contained therein, to ensure the rights of young people.

NATURAL DISASTERS

21. To request the governments and institutions that participated in the VI Summit of the Americas to educate different communities in disaster prevention, taking into account the local risks faced by each population. This training should focus on promoting a resilient and preventive culture, adjusted to each type of community and going from the local to the international perspective, as well as taking into account that political barriers do not affect shared risk and that joint actions can be undertaken.

22. To minimize the environmental factors that increase vulnerability and threats in the context of risk reduction, governments likewise should: ensure the recovery and rehabilitation of ecosystems which are strategically influential in reducing risk and ensure proper use of the territory.

23. To request adequate resources for the relocation, adaptation and rehabilitation of people affected by natural disasters, we must link the Governments, the Joint Summit Working Group and other relevant organizations, incorporating youth organizations in monitoring, oversight and enforcing control in social programs.  

24. To make sure governments regulate national and international industrial employers to comply with the concept of “extended product responsibility”, highlighting the importance of accountability from the moment they acquire raw materials until their final disposal, since the use of low-cost raw materials and solid waste often increases the level of environmental threats to populations, also increasing the level of risk, ensuring a viable market for recycling and reuse to support the chain of production and the better use of natural resources as a preventive method for natural disasters. 

25. To claim that it is the responsibility of governments to protect their populations and ensure the appropriate use of land at the time of awarding concessions, permits or licenses by local authorities, to ensure the compliance of impartial and objective national regulations, ensuring proper land management and land use. 

26. To urge member states to take control of serious and strict processes of exploitation of natural resources, while promoting an alternative for generation of renewable energy sources, and the implementation of cleaner and sustainable production processes.

27. To enforce existing environmental treaties, and the creation of new norms that guarantee the full protection of the regional environment through international standards, ensuring the region’s biodiversity, a key component to environmental balance and disaster prevention. 

28. To communicate with young people in a comprehensive, timely, and understandable language, with understandable, reliable indicators that reflect reality and facilitate public confidence in national and international policies, to see environmental issues as an opportunity for prosperity rather than an additional burden for development. 

ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY

29. To develop the region as a Digital Hub that promotes young people’s entrepreneurial initiatives in information technology and communications, in order to consolidate the region as a center of technological innovation. 

30. To implement a supranational strategy for increasing the access of young people to information technology and communications, including the implementation of technical and financial cooperation programs that ensure that young people have access to computers; increase coverage of broadband networks, free public networks, together with a strategy specifically targeted for youth in rural communities.

31. To offer technological education to ensure digital literacy for everyone, especially digital inclusion for those in vulnerable situations.

32. To create recognition programs among regional institutions, to create new and better online training programs at all educational levels to promote greater access to education for young people, using TICs as learning tools. 

33. To strengthen virtual communities of young people to highlight their successful experiences using TICS and to function as collective constructive laboratories to evaluate models, propose and monitor applications to generate dynamic community innovations through networking.

34. To generate digital networks for content development and for the dynamic preservation of historical, social, and cultural memory for communities.

35. To create digital information systems for young people in all countries of the region to be used, consulted, built and managed between the institutions responsible for consolidating statistical information, institutions that address themes of youth, and the youth networks themselves, in order to stimulate the dynamics of open government that facilitate their participation in the formulation and implementation of public policies.

36. To apply public policies in the region, related to the protection of user data, the proper use of Internet and digital identity, especially as it relates to the prevention of bullying and other crimes related to the protection of minors. 

37. To implement a supranational strategy for all countries in the region to ensure access to the Internet as a human right, bringing the constitutional right to connectivity, information, communication and knowledge and freedom of online speech. 

38. To establish an annual meeting of digital democracy focused on the consolidation of democracy through citizen based actions in communications, and organized by youth networks in the Americas with the support of governments and institutions and with the technical cooperation of organizations and private companies. To promote consolidation of democracy in the Americas through the participation of the newly interconnected citizens. 
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