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SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 

“CONNECTING THE AMERICAS:  PARTNERS FOR PROSPERITY”


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CIVIL FORUM “CONNECTING THE AMERICAS: STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS FOR ACTION BEYOND CARTAGENA”

The Civil Society Forum “Connecting the Americas: Strengthening Partnerships for Action Beyond Cartagena” was held on April 11 and 12, 2012 at the Las Américas Convention Center in Cartagena, Colombia, in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas. 

The Forum’s objective was to offer an opportunity for sharing experiences and proposals for follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of mandates of the Sixth Summit by representatives of civil society and the member states, along with international organizations involved in the Summits process.  The Forum drew about 200 representatives of civil society organizations and social actors who presented the following recommendations on the themes of the Sixth Summit of the Americas to the OAS member states in the dialogue “Strengthening Partnerships for Prosperity:  A Government and Social Actor Dialogue,” which was held on April 13, 2012. Participants in that dialogue were the Heads of State and Government of Colombia and Bolivia, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Uruguay, and Permanent and Alternate Representatives of the member states to the OAS.
Theme:  Access to and use of information and communication technologies 

Taking as a starting point the demand to all OAS member states: 

1. That universal access to information and communication technologies (ICTs) be considered as a state policy, seeking to reach the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations and to carry out the agreement of the Tunis Agenda (WSIS), especially Article 50, in order to facilitate more equitable and effective access for all. 

2. Considering that, pursuant to Article 29 of the Tunis Agenda (WSIS), the international management of ITCs should be multilateral, transparent, and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society, and international organizations. 

The civil society organizations propose and offer their capacities for: 

1. Guaranteeing access to, coverage of, and utilization of information and communication technologies to reduce poverty and promote equality by empowering the countries’ current infrastructure through existing centers for public access to information and communication technologies and new ones established as needed, such as:  libraries, schools, telecenters, through multi-sector partnerships involving the public and private sectors, social actors, and international organizations. This model of incorporating knowledge in the society will result in the generation of sustainable centers as a means for human, economic, and social development in the Americas. 

2. Offering the population relevant open content and significant strategic tools through linkage offered by the OAS through the Educational Portal of the Americas to promote, with the governments of the member states, the development of a meta-portal and learning community of open content and tools, including topics for development in the Americas, such as education, SMEs, health, government, and strategies for competitiveness and human development such as:  regional physical integration, access to and use of information and communication technologies, disasters, citizen security, poverty, inequality, human rights, and democracy. 

This meta-portal will be used to support the process of consolidation and strengthening of each country’s installed capacity for access to and use of ITCs, especially the process of acquisition and dissemination. This program must be supported by a partnership between the OAS, civil society, the universities, and other international organizations such as the UN, ECLAC, etc. The sustainable virtual community, consisting of open content, will enable the establishment of networks, exchange of knowledge, dissemination of best practices, and opportunities for innovation.
3. All ITC projects in the region must contain four components that impact development:

a. infrastructure and access, 

b. content and services, 

c. acquisition, and 

d. communication and dissemination.

4. The civil society organizations, together with the beneficiary communities, have developed knowledge, methodologies, and strategies that can contribute to shortening the time needed to bring people into the information and knowledge society. 

Theme:  Poverty, inequality, and inequity

Taking as a starting point the demand to all OAS member states:

1. For approval of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance; 

2. For the Summit Declaration to promote cooperatives and mutualism in the framework of the International Year of Cooperatives; 

3. For stressing the importance of including ethical, moral, integration, and religious equality frameworks. 

The civil society organizations propose and offer their capacities for:

1. The establishment of an observatory and/or social oversight mechanism within the OAS as a permanent space for work by governments, civil society, and the private sector. In a multi-ethnic, interfaith, intergenerational framework with gender and multicultural diversity, with local and territorial application, with particular emphasis on public policies in the areas of human well-being (education, health, habitat, labor, environment, etc.)

2. Holding a Summit of the Americas on overcoming poverty, with participation of the state, private sector, and civil society, in which civil society would pledge ongoing pre- and post-Summit work to prepare and review materials, exchange experiences, prepare independent reports, etc.

3. Creation of a regional fund for overcoming poverty including government and private sector resources, with an ethnic differentiation focus, with special emphasis on the Afro-descendant population. 

Theme:  Citizen security and transnational organized crime
1. We, as social actors of the Americas, committed to the historic responsibility of defending the inter-American system and its institutions in the context of regional security, consider that security is not basically or exclusively a police or military question but a matter of social order and must be treated accordingly. 

2. We have a comprehensive concept of security that includes political, economic, social, cultural, and environmental dimensions, among others. Its sustainability requires the application and integral protection of human rights, strengthening of democracy, and overcoming serious situations of inequity, exclusion, and poverty. 

3. The critical situation of violence and insecurity, and even some of the so-called natural disasters, demands rethinking public policies with participation of the population with no discrimination for sexual orientation or gender identity, ethnicity, race, religion, age, disability, or economic and social condition. 

4. We propose reaffirmation of the institutional value of the inter-American human rights instruments (convention, commission, and court); the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the resolutions of the Summits of the Americas, the general assemblies, and the meetings of Heads of State, all of which are pillars for the construction of strategies for crime prevention and security based on democratic principles and the sovereignty of nations.
5. We urge continued work for peace, co-existence, and human development that will enable peaceful co-existence of citizens of the Americas and with the rest of the world. We invoke the Roerich Pact, which seven decades ago pledged to work for a culture of peace and non-violence in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

6. Drug trafficking pervades the whole region and leads to various forms of violence with organized crime. It is urgent to evaluate the results of the drug policy and engage in a serious and informed debate for the adoption of more appropriate and human strategies for dealing with it. This debate must be based on an approach of shared responsibility in the area of illicit trafficking of drugs, persons, and weapons, including countries involved in the entire trafficking chain. 

7. We note with concern the penetration of drug trafficking in the Central American countries and urge hemispheric and Caribbean solidarity to prevent deterioration of the situation. 

8. The social actors of the countries of the Americas and the Caribbean present at the Sixth Summit express our concern over the persistence of the internal armed conflict in Colombia, and declare our solidarity with the Colombian people who are suffering the consequences. We appeal for a search for a negotiated political solution. 

Based on these positions, we make the following recommendations to the member states:

1. The best policy for prevention of violence and crime is the establishment of conditions for a decent life that fosters the integration of all persons without discrimination.

2. We propose the establishment, with the help of civil society, of an inter-American observatory to gather uniform statistics on violence and crime from hemispheric countries to provide reliable and comparable indicators and statistics that can be used for establishing policies for prevention and treatment of violence and crime. Special attention is needed to develop programs for the protection of children’s rights that favor targeted interventions adapted to local situations. 

3. The criminal justice systems require special attention so they can operate effectively and prevent the current high rates of impunity and corruption. It is also indispensable to improve conditions in the prison system, to ensure decent living conditions for the incarcerated population. The programs and policies in all these fields must have a gender focus.
4. We assert that drug use is a public health and social policy problem that should not be in the security and penal area. Crimes related to drug trafficking should be penalized in proportion to their gravity. 

5. With respect to crops for illicit use, we propose adoption of a comprehensive approach for alternative development. It is necessary to recognize and respect the ancestral use of plants, as in the case of coca leaf, without prejudice to criminalization of cocaine trafficking. Alternatives for integral development should be discussed in forums such as the International Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Specialized National Agencies on the Global Drug Problem, which will be held in Lima, Peru, June 25 and 26, 2012. 

6. Kidnapping is increasingly affecting the countries of the Hemisphere. All countries must pledge to work together to prevent and punish it. 

7. With respect to terrorist actions, it is necessary to join forces to carry out effective measures for prevention, cooperate in the search for those responsible for the actions, and prevent the penetration of terrorist groups in the region.

Theme:  Disaster mitigation and risk management

1. We propose the establishment of disaster prevention systems and the creation of a Social Integration Center of the Americas, with headquarters in each member country, to promote a climate of sustainable development, with participation of civil society, academia, and the business sector. These systems must seek to reduce vulnerabilities and threats, with special attention to children, women, and persons with disabilities, developing polices to improve food security, health, and education, particularly in poverty areas. 

2. With respect to risk management we propose implementation of an Inter-American Risk Management Network with special attention to women, children, and persons with disabilities. It should incorporate ancestral knowledge, train youth in first aid, train doctors and paramedics, including volunteers, and establish an inter-American early warning system. 

3. For the protection of disaster victims, it is necessary to adopt standards and establish immediate support mechanisms for victims with full protection of their rights. 

4. Finally, we propose the strengthening of fire departments, providing them with the respective budgets.
Theme:  Integration of the physical infrastructure in the Americas

1. Integration is the process of cooperation and political will of the countries, as agreed upon in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, to unite the countries, recognizing the human rights of all subjects of law, and respecting nature. 

2. Physical infrastructure alone cannot achieve a process of regional integration; there is a need for real human integration through the various social actors. 

3. To make human and commercial integration possible, the governments must guarantee that the existing infrastructure—seaports, land ports, airports, and border crossings—provides nondiscriminatory public and private services on a permanent uninterrupted basis (24/7). The infrastructure must be accessible for persons with disabilities.
4. It is necessary to use mechanisms for follow-up of the various agreements reached at the Summits of the Americas. These must unite and bring together the Heads of State, ministers of the respective areas, social actors, academia, business leaders, and regional cooperation agencies, taking into account the inter-American system’s norms and jurisprudence.
5. To guarantee social justice, the governments must seek to harmonize existing regulations in order to achieve real and effective integration of human resources, commerce, and the economy. 

6. The linkage of academia, governments, the productive sector, and the social sector is essential in the integration processes.

7. The governments must increase social investment in their countries, especially in the physical integration zones and border areas. 

Theme:  Human rights and democracy

1. Human rights, democracy, and peace are three key themes of our region’s multilateral agenda that are missing from this Summit’s formal agenda, and we therefore raise them today with the hope that they will be explicitly included and remain in current and future debates. 

2. Democracy, peace, and human rights take on special meaning here in Colombia, a country that has suffered one of the longest armed conflicts. Despite progress, our Hemisphere is still unacceptably unequal. Unfortunately, the application of certain development policies limits the enjoyment of social rights to health, education, and the environment. There are major shortcomings in the area of human rights and structural weaknesses in our democracies. This situation erodes prosperity and has substantial consequences for millions of male and female citizens of the Hemisphere. 

3. The protection of human rights at the national level has serious failings, so it is necessary to strengthen the local-level response capability, promote public policies that safeguard basic rights, and ensure that regional protection works. The inter-American human rights system, consisting of the Commission and the Court, is in many cases the only or last recourse for protecting basic rights. The region’s states must pledge to protect the integrity and independence of these organs and avoid taking positions that compromise their autonomy and effectiveness in order to further immediate political interests, as has occurred with respect to the granting of precautionary measures that protect threatened lives and rights and some initiatives that have sought to limit the work of the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). 

4. Freedom of expression is an essential right for individual and collective autonomy, democratic debate, transparency in public administration, and political participation, among other things. Access to public information, recognized as a right, is necessary to facilitate the enjoyment of other rights and democratic governance. 

5. One key right strengthened through public information is civic participation. It is indispensible to guarantee the rights of association and assembly. It also permits dialogue at the national level and in international organizations. 

6. In this same spirit, it is crucial to implement the Inter-American Democratic Charter effectively to give a regional response to institutional crises and breakdowns and/or threats to the constitutional order and the rule of law.

7. Women and men who defend human rights play a fundamental role in the exercise of rights, democracy, and peace.

8. In many countries in the region threats, sexual violence, and assassinations continue as means of inhibiting and silencing the work of human rights defenders. 

9. The Heads of State and Government gathered here must promote and protect the life and work of human rights defenders in all areas. 

10. Social protest has been made a crime in some states in order to intimidate social leaders and undermine the moral strength of their bases with great risk to their lives, their physical integrity, and the social organizations’ cohesion.

11. At the same time, the situation of social exclusion, invisibility, and grave discrimination suffered by lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgenders, transvestites, transsexuals, and intersex; Afro-descendant communities, indigenous peoples, migrants, gypsies, persons with disabilities, refugees, stateless persons, women, boys and girls, older adults, and religious minorities renders many of this Summit’s commitments unviable. This discrimination is reflected daily in assassinations, violence, marginalization, and stereotyping, sometimes implicitly and others explicitly, as in the case of laws that criminalize sexual relations between persons of the same sex and gender identities and expressions. 

12. One of the most serious problems in the Americas is structural racism, both latent and patent, which supports privilege for some to the detriment of the population discriminated against.  This is felt by the Afro-descendants and indigenous peoples of our Hemisphere who are demanding the restoration of their individual and collective rights, an end to xenophobia, and positive actions to alter this situation of inequality.
13. In the case of indigenous peoples, the states must enforce the right to consultation and free, prior, and informed consent.

14. The states must provide the resources and take the necessary measures to prevent and combat violence against women and girls. These measures must include the fight against trafficking in persons, and guaranteeing the exercise of sexual and reproductive rights of the entire population, including effective access to contraceptive services.
15. The persistence of war is one of the strongest causes of the erosion of human rights and democracy. On this point we wish to reaffirm that the greatest contribution that the Heads of State and Government can make to Colombia, the host country of the Summit of the Americas, is the activation of diplomatic mechanisms that will enable the government and the guerrillas to explore non-military approaches to overcome the Hemisphere’s only remaining armed conflict.
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