Seminar on Mechanisms of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Participation Produces an Indigenous Declaration  









The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) organized the “Seminar on Mechanisms for the Participation of Indigenous Peoples in the OAS” from June 22 to 24, 2010 in the Organization’s headquarters in Washington, DC. The primary objectives of the event were to present the ways in which indigenous peoples can participate in OAS activities and to provide an opportunity to foster a dialogue in order to deepen the integration of indigenous peoples in the OAS. 


The Seminar generated a greater understanding among representatives of indigenous peoples about how to participate, especially in the Inter-American system of human rights, OAS activities in the region, in the Summits Process and particularly in the Indigenous Leaders’ Summits of the Americas (ILSA).  In addition, the Seminar provided information about development projects as well as stimulated a dialogue that allows a deeper integration of those initiatives.

The event opened on June 22 with a speech from the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, to the nearly 50 indigenous representatives from the OAS Member States. Ambassador Ramdin commented that the event “Should be really seen in the context of the broader engagement of the Organization with civil society in general.”  He emphasized the importance of the role of the OAS in providing opportunities to learn about mechanisms for meaningful, substantive participation from social actors and also urged participants to present recommendations to improve the available methods for engaging with the institution. Ramdin affirmed that “This is a way to show that we are inclusive, that we are open, that we are transparent and that we like to hear your views on how we can incorporate them in the organization’s decision making.”  In closing, Ramdin highlighted the importance of concluding in a prompt and successful manner the negotiations for the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The rest of the first day was dedicated to a capacity building workshop organized by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  On the second day, June 23rd, the event continued with a series of presentations given by the General Secretariat of the OAS; on June 24, the indigenous representatives then had their own space to dialogue about their role in OAS activities and presented their proposals.  
The Seminar came to a close with an open roundtable discussion during which the indigenous representatives from the hemisphere offered conclusions and recommendations and presented as result, a Declaration signed by the participants. Please read the Declaration by clicking here.   

 The Declaration calls for the creation of a Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples within the OAS, in which indigenous peoples are recognized through this mechanism and not as civil society organizations. It also requests that the OAS to hold sub-regional consultations regarding the mandate, composition and mechanisms for participation in the suggested Permanent Forum. In addition, the Declaration reiterates the three previous Indigenous Leaders Summits’ documents (in Ottawa, 2001; Buenos Aires, 2005; and Panama, 2009), among other points.   

To learn more about or participate in the discussion on indigenous peoples’ participation in the OAS, the Organization made available to the general public and to the participants of the Seminar a permanent virtual network for the promotion and discussion of indigenous issues in the Americas through the Summits Virtual Community. This is an online tool designed to offer the possibility to participate in forums and discussion groups as well as to obtain materials such as documents, videos, links, etc, read diverse opinions and share comments, questions and suggestions with other users. Click here to access the Virtual Community.


A photo gallery of the event is available here and in the virtual community.  

Read other press releases from the event here.


For more information, please visit www.oas.org/dil/indigenous_peoples.htm and http://www.summit-americas.org/cs_meet.html.

