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CONSULTATION MEETING “THE ROAD TO CARTAGENA”
HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION TO COMBAT NATURAL DISASTERS

Washington, November 3-4, 2011

We, the representatives of the nongovernmental and social organizations, in the context of the Summits Process and of the Policy Dialogue “The Road to Cartagena,” at the consultation meeting on Natural Disasters, offer the following recommendations, bearing in mind the following strategic lines for intervention. 

POLITICAL FRAMEWORK 

The governments should include the following as priority topics on their agendas:

· Formulate and implement plans, programs, and actions to prevent and manage natural phenomena with short-, medium- and long-term strategies, defining territorial zoning programs on a cross-cutting basis. Encourage politicians to include the topic of risk management on their agendas. 

· Prepare budgets and allocate funds for risk prevention and mitigation, assistance, and damage recovery; with emergency protocols for differentiated responses, bearing in mind territorial considerations, ethnicity, gender conditions, age groups, and disabilities, so that people can access them with equal conditions and opportunities. 

· The formulation of public policies for resilience for mitigation and prevention among the most vulnerable groups, building their technical capacity by using traditional and modern technologies.

· Design and implement programs for effective transparency for accountability on risk topics, and establish mechanisms and roles in interinstitutional and intersectoral coordination processes among the government and civil society and other social actors. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

· Promote the inclusion of the promotion, protection, and upholding of human rights in comprehensive disaster risk management, to ensure the proper handling of affected persons with dignity and equality, without discriminating against vulnerable groups and treating them in accordance with the particular needs of specific population groups.

· Guarantee mechanisms for the participation of vulnerable and affected people in defining programs and actions related to prevention, mitigation, response, and post-disaster recovery, and in the participatory supervision of infrastructure projects and works related to risk management.

· Strengthen the mechanisms for environmental impact studies and disaster risk management in infrastructure construction processes and in processes involving the intensive exploitation of natural resources.

· Develop a broad program of hemispheric cooperation, with programs for regional and subnational cooperation and for exchanges of good practices and experiences, involving civil society and promoting the development of risk management at the political, technical, and social levels. 

 Research

· Conduct and/or update research with qualitative and quantitative analyses to identify the causes and effects of natural disasters in each country, the risks, and the mitigation actions to be implemented, for the creation of public policies that are differentiated for each reality, human group, and geographical setting, such as Afro-descendants, indigenous peoples, women, children, young people, people with disabilities, homosexuals, lesbians, and transsexuals, based on the sole principle of human rights and respect for cultures and ancestral knowledge.

· Conduct research for the planning and implementation of diversified economic activities that provide for the empowerment and autonomy of the most vulnerable groups, taking their comparative advantages into account. 

· Formulate differentiated public policies, in interaction and consultation with different public, private, and civil society players; similarly, their implementation must respond to monitoring, follow-up, and impact plans, with differentiated statistics and indicators.

· Draw up differentiated response protocols for emergencies, bearing in mind territorial considerations, ethnic and gender conditions, age groups, and disabilities, to ensure them access in conditions of equality and dignity. 

EDUCATION

· Structure and develop a broad program with universities and centers of higher education, as generators of knowledge and investigation, on disaster risk management and adaptation to climate change through training, incorporation into study programs, the promotion of pure and applied research, and university extension activities. 

· Promote a form of education that contributes to the rescue of traditional outlooks and knowledge in the areas of risk and natural disasters, fostering a culture of action and prevention vis-à-vis natural phenomena, through the strengthening of education and information policies and programs and through knowledge management.

· Work for the development of capacities among the most vulnerable populations, the training of community facilitators, and the training of people who work in civil defense organizations, along with management guides with simple manuals or leaflets for mutual assistance in the event of a disaster. 

· Implement public policies for the training of school-age children and young people in risk management and disaster response, strengthening their role with working groups that encourage their potential as generators of change and innovation with their own tools and the strengthening of libraries. 

· Prepare protocols for dealing with disaster victims, with specialized chapters for the most vulnerable sectors, children, young people, women, and people with disabilities. 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

· Include, in all strategic planning processes for RM, the vulnerability of and impacts on populations, with a differentiated approach based on ethnic origin, gender, and age, interconnecting them in the different phases of prevention, mitigation, response preparation, and reconstruction, with resources for their organization bearing in mind verification and control mechanisms. 

· Create and/or strengthen mechanisms to promote community resilience, providing a tool for the strengthening of technical capacities and humanitarian assistance for vulnerable communities, paying particular attention to children, ethic origin, gender, and disabilities. 

· Work for greater attention to monitoring systems and opportunities for access to systems, traditions, and new technologies and development.

 SOCIAL PARTICIPATION 

· Ensure communities have mechanisms for prior consultation that address and respect the governments of particular territories and communities, and institutionalize the participation of civil society as the guarantor of the observance of transparency and anticorruption policies.

· Promote the establishment and operation of a group to coordinate and represent civil society in the field of risk management, to perform duties in the fields of monitoring, executing initiatives, and assisting national policy for risk management and the related commitments acquired at the Summit of the Americas and at other national and international forums.

· Encourage the integration of young people and children as key social actors in promoting a culture of disaster risk management, in light of their importance within the region’s demographic structure and their capacity for change and participation, promoting their empowerment and leadership.

· Ensure gender equality and the participation of women in disaster risk management, with emphasis on post-disaster recovery processes with differentiated response protocols. 

COMMUNICATION

· Institute a national communication system, standardized by the region, for the dissemination of information and early-warnings of atmospheric phenomena, in order to prevent risks, making use of social networks and other communications channels and the social responsibility of the media.

· Create strategies to interconnect national, international, and subnational mass, alternative, and community public communication and information media outlets, to allow the development of a culture of disaster risk management framed by the principles of corporate social responsibility and solidarity.
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