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RECOMMENDATIONS BY SOCIAL ACTORS 

POLICY DIALOGUE: “THE ROAD TO CARTAGENA: HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION FOR REDUCING POVERTY AND INEQUALITIES”
The social actors participating in the Summits of the Americas process invite the member states to ponder on the development model sought for the region. That would allow an understanding of the poverty, inequality, and unequal social conditions that exist in our countries and, consequently, of the policies suitable for putting an end to them. 

Overcoming those inequities demands commitment toward social protection policies that uphold human rights from the local, national, and regional levels. That implies the commitment of the developed states and of the private sector, without losing national autonomy, within a framework of positive discrimination, to confront the historical inequalities of such social groups as Afro-descendants, indigenous people, women, children, youth, rural populations, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and with different sexualities, etc. 

Thus, to overcome these challenges, we propose the following axes: 

CITIZENSHIP AND GOVERNANCE 

Promote greater political participation by the citizenry to influence the development of state policies. For this, the government must allow the citizenry to organize itself and enjoy the principles of autonomy, self-determination, and freedom of expression and association.

Effective social policy requires placing the people affected by poverty and exclusion at the center of strategies, as active agents in their development and not as passive recipients of government policies. In a framework of joint responsibility, the citizenry is expected to assume its commitment of involving, training, developing, and organizing itself in order to participate effectively, based on respect for local autonomy and on planning processes at the municipal level.

Enable the establishment of work panels with civil society, the productive sector, cooperation agencies, and all social actors, to produce working agendas with a view to implementing and monitoring the agreements of the Summits.

HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Promote the implementation of universal public policies for health and education coverage, which are essential for reducing poverty; this would guarantee interdependence with other rights, such as food, food security, access to curative, preventive, and promotional health services that recognize sexual and reproductive health and the care and protection of the environment. 

Civil society demands that the governments increase the levels of GDP assigned to health and education programs, by at least 8% for health and 7% for education, thus strengthening the state’s role vis-à-vis the market.

SOCIAL PROTECTION, ECONOMIC, AND EMPLOYMENT POLICIES

Employment policies must ensure protection for workers in the informal economy and decent jobs, and the creation of job training and technical assistance programs. Governments must assist those efforts in order to create employment opportunities through cooperation and the coordination of joint state policies between the government and the private sector. 

Poverty and inequality can be reduced by reforming the justice and security systems, providing historically excluded sectors with access to justice.

States must encourage redistributive policies that strengthen their actions in fighting the poverty and inequalities that exist in our countries, within a framework of collaboration to meet the challenges they face. It is essential that each sector assumes specific responsibilities and that cooperation and intersectoral partnerships are fostered, to address shared objectives. 

Governments must play a leading role in upholding labor rights, preventing the exploitation of children, trafficking in persons, and other forms of labor exploitation. They must also allocate budgetary resources to help eradicate gender violence.

Governments must ensure that funds are assigned so they can play a bigger role in helping people escape poverty. Governments are also responsible for ensuring funds for the development of infrastructure in all the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Step up efforts so that the region provides for the social protection of women and children in the informal economy, and guarantee the economically active population opportunities for decent work. In particular, the social actors note the urgent need for contributions to overcome the poverty and inequality facing the people of Haiti.

The following items list some of the main tasks of the different social actors:

· Private sector: corporate social responsibility, working for partnerships with communities to take advantage of the special skills offered by their cultures and traditions.

· Social actors as agents for social oversight, advocates for fostering and promoting transparency, and participants in the design of policies through such means as discussion panels in conjunction with local productive sectors.

· Ensure that the equal ability to enjoy rights and opportunities is enjoyed by all people.

· Work with grassroots communities to implement social policies and empower the communities served.

· International organizations must abandon actions based on paternalism and assistencialism. In addition, international cooperation must be harmonized and dialogue among agencies ensured. 
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