[image: image1.jpg]OAS

Voe s

N

VIl Summit
of the Americas

MA-PERU-2018




- 3 -

EIGHTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
OEA/Ser.E

April 13 and 14, 2018 
CA-VIII/INF.3/18

Lima, Peru
14 April 2018


Original: Spanish
PRESENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS TO THE HEADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENT AT THE VIII SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 
/ 
Statement by Civil Society representative - Cecilia Ramírez (CEDEMUNEP)

Good afternoon. On behalf of civil society, I present the recommendations made by each of the coalitions. We urge States to commit to:
Coalitions 1, 16, and 17: 
Recognizing the role of the inter-American human rights system, especially the Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights (ESCER) and Freedom of Expression, in combating corruption, and adopting the recommendations contained in Resolution 1.18 (IACHR); recognizing and guaranteeing protection for human rights defenders in the Americas; and supporting transregional mechanisms for combating impunity and corruption. Thirty words per coalition is not participation. Lastly, we hereby transmit a demand by the peoples of the Americas to their corrupt authorities: Stop Robbing!
Coalition 2: 
Upholding our constitutional right to be informed; better outcomes of the 2030 agenda; transparency in smart systems for preventing and fighting corruption; open justice; Blockchain in open government processes.
Coalition 3: 
Guaranteeing transparent budgets, with public participation and subject to oversight; making government procurement and political party financing transpareent, and respecting the right to access to information, with open data.
Coalition 5: 
Acknowledging that the war on drugs is ineffective, impairs governance, and leads to an increase in drug trafficking and democratic instability. We urge putting an end to the punitive approach and replacing it with policies that promote peace and respect for human rights.
Coalition 6: 
Working with effective participation by civil society, i.e. those of us who spend 365 days in the year with survivors and their families.
Coalitions 7 and 28: 
Abiding by their constitutions and the will of their peoples to counter overreach by the Inter-American Commission and Court, which is a threat to the family, marriage, and the unborn child, because it involves imposing abortion and gender ideology in the Americas. Men and women, being both different and complementary to one another, form strong families and prosperous nations.
Coalition 8: 
Replacing the term “sustainable development” with “human development.” When the human person is the raison d’être and engine of development, society has the indispensable basis for the common good.
Coalition 9: 
Encouraging education in values in both public and private teaching programs, to promote judgment and foster conduc based on integrity, social coexistence based on honesty, trust, respect, and the truth.
Coalition 10: 
Reflecting in greater depth on the notion of the lay State, from a pluralist religious perspective and opening up opportunities for dialogue with religious sectors linked to public policies on human rights.
Coalitions 11, 12, 19, and 23: 
Recognizing that corruption prevents the exercise and effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly for persons with disabilities (especially women and girls), LGBTT and intersex persons, sex workers, persons with HIV, women deprived of liberty, Afrodescendants, the indigenous, girls, adolescent women and young people.
We ask that assurances be provided for the promotion of citizen participation and access to information, that governments recognize the right to universal legal capacity and guarantee the existence of systems, mechanisms, and safeguards  to support people’s autonomy.
We need measures to guarantee gender equality and nondiscrimination; sexual and reproductive rights; access to comprehensive sex education and inclusive and culturally sensitive sexual and reproductive health care; the eradication of violence; and access to justice.
Coalition 20: Recognizing that eliminating strucutural racism requires establishing administratively and financially autonomous  government agencies to develop policies and affirmative action on behalf of Afrodescendent peoples.
Coalition 21: 
Recogning that meeting sustainable development goals entails providing comprehensive care in early childhod and for children, adolescents, and the family; as well as political lobbying, training, protection, and an evaluation of anti-corruption poicies and strategies.
Coalition 22: 
Alarmed at the harm done by corruption to the rights of women and children, as denounced by the #niunamenos #niunamas #metoo movement, we stress the urgent need for public gender policies throughout the Americas.
Coalition 24: 
Acknowledging that we indigenous peoples call upon the OAS to establish an Indigenous Secretariat with a budget of its own, to oppose the criminalization of indigenous peoples for defending our territories and to advance our self-determination.
Coalition 25: 
Establishing a system for following up on the Lima Commitment that involves the participation of representatives of civil society organizations, chosen in accordance with parity and respect for intercultural values and diversity.
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Financial capital is the greatest source of corruption, particularly when it penetrates the upper echelons of political power, whether fraudulently or via elections. The solution is respect for the sovereignty of the people.
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�.	This document is the product of an initiative undertaken by the coalitions. The 28 coations were invited to submit a paragraph for this presentation and 22 of them provided their input. Those contributions were finalized and ageed upon by the coordinators of those 22 coalitions on April 12, 2018.





