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PRESENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE 
ABYA YALA INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
On behalf of the Abya Yala Indigenous peoples, we state as follows:
The activities of the VIII Summit of the Americas opened with the Forum of Indigenous Peoples, who are to be dealt with as people entitled to rights rather than as objects of assistance. Our Hemisphere has the world’s greatest cultural diversity, with approximately 826 indigenous peoples who were here before states and have lived in harmony with Mother Earth since the time of our ancestors. Our indigenous women among us play a critical role in protecting and transmitting our cultural identities, ancestral practices and wisdom, biodiversity conservation, territorial defense, and food security.
Democratic governance is impossible without full participation of indigenous peoples. Corruption cannot be defeated without us keeping a watchful eye on the actions of states and businesses. We therefore propose:
For democratic governance:
That states should actually fulfill their international obligations concerning the rights of indigenous peoples, including treaties, precautionary measures, judgments, and other international mandates they undertook in exercise of their sovereignty; and repeal domestic rules that are contrary to such obligations.
That states respect and guarantee our right to self-determination, autonomy and self-government, ways of life, development models, livelihood, and “living well.” 
That states recognize the legal personality of indigenous peoples, nations, or nationalities and their own forms of organizing.

That states ensure that indigenous peoples can participate in institutions within the structure of the state, at all levels, and with decision-making authority. 
For the sake of government-planned and executed development, they have dispossessed us of our lands and territories.  This is not a speech, nor is it a figure of speech but reality. So, from Canada all the way to Tierra del Fuego, our livelihood and our “living well” vision has been affected ever since the European invasion over 500 years ago, with lives and Pacha Mama put at risk. We therefore demand that states ensure our right to own all ancestral lands, including the natural resources we need for survival – such as water, forests, unproductive land, etc. We demand an end to the plundering of our lands and territories through government and private plans, programs, or projects that threaten the life of Mother Earth. 
We are also demanding that our movements and our local and national leadership not be criminalized or persecuted for defending our rights and our lands. To enhance peace for all our Abya Yala indigenous peoples, we reject all acts of violence and arbitrary persecution, militarization, and states of emergency to which our peoples in Latin America have been subjected.
In Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, we took an important step for our peoples at the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, when the member states adopted the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. And today, at the VIII Summit of the Americas, in Lima, Peru, we are demanding that the Organization of American States create a Secretariat for Indigenous Peoples, with its own budget. Its initial purpose would be to implement the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We also call upon the governments and heads and heads of state to immediately implement and fulfill the Plan of Action, ensuring that it is provided appropriate budget in each of our countries.
With regard to Corruption
We, the indigenous peoples, condemn, repudiate, and denounce all acts of corruption by governments at the various levels, insofar as they have violated our rights and have orchestrated the plundering of our lands and territories.
[image: image1.emf]The violation of our rights is evident in the ongoing bids, concessions, and granting of licenses for various megaprojects to be carried out on our lands and in our territories without prior, free, and informed consent in good faith, as required under International Labour Organization Convention 169, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and other international instruments signed and ratified by the parties concerned.

We demand that states officially investigate and punish officials and public servants involved in acts of corruption, establishing this crime as not subject to any statute of limitations and for corrupt individuals not to be able to return to serve in public office. We demand furthermore that, to set an example, states investigate and punish companies -and their owners- that are involved in acts of corruption, revoking ill-gotten contracts, and ensuring that they can never again benefit from public contracts or public funds.  
Finally, we wish to remind you that we, the indigenous peoples, will keep a watchful eye on all actions or omissions in the performance of your responsibilities.
Sincerely yours,
Abya Yala Indigenous Peoples
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CMBRS01612E04�








