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SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL POINTS RAISED BY THE OFFICIAL COALITIONS FOR THE VIII SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS TO BE PRESENTED IN THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN SOCIAL ACTORS AND HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES
This report summarizes the main points to be made in speeches by the representatives of each of the official coalitions for the VIII Summit during the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives to be held on April 12, 2018, in Lima, Peru. The purpose of this report is to present the recommendations of the 28 official coalitions
 for the three thematic areas of the VIII Summit
 for consideration by the States taking part in the Summits process.
Following is a summary of the main points raised by each of the coalitions: 
Coalition for Good Governance and a Strengthened Civil Society
Thematic area 1: Democratic Governance and Corruption

Summary of the main points raised in the speech to be given on April 12 in the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives. 

In 2017, repudiation of corruption and environmental protection were the main reasons for peaceful protest in the Hemisphere.  Unfortunately, these protests were also the main focus of State repression.  

When different social actors deplore any form of abuse of power, they expose themselves to threats and smear campaigns, and may even put their lives in jeopardy.  Denouncing activists are without defense because armed groups threaten them and the State does not guarantee their protection, when the intimidator is not the State itself.  Their organizations are attacked, their right to protest stifled, or they fall victim to murder.  This explains the association between high levels of corruption and deteriorated working conditions for activists, journalists, officials, and other political and social actors of countries that denounce corrupt acts. 

Another focal point for corruption that is detrimental to the civic space is the close relationship between the governing class and mining/energy production and exploitation companies. American governments have accorded priority to economic and private sector interests over those of indigenous, farming, and Afro-descendant communities, over the right to land and to a clean environment.  These communities and activists are also subject to attack when they seek to report the corruption that threatens to destroy their livelihoods and dispossess them of their ancestral lands.  In 2016, Brazil and Colombia were the countries with the highest number of environmental activist murders. Honduras has the highest per capita rates of violence in connection with environmental activism.  The Government of Nicaragua regularly obstructs protests against the construction of the Grand Interoceanic Canal [Nicaragua Grand Canal]; the Argentine government has systematically repressed Mapuche forest protection protests, etc., etc.  

But corruption is also preventing the enjoyment by citizens of the Hemisphere of a dignified life; it impacts the promotion of the well-being and quality of democracies. Resource theft impacts the implementation of social programs and thwarts the objectives of public investment.  The impact of corruption on public policy implementation has direct impact on human rights, since those rights are embodied in those policies. Corruption is a new form of State terrorism that kills citizens through resource theft.  It impacts the lives of millions and may be considered a crime against humanity. Today, in the guise of anti-corruption efforts, we have seen government and parliamentary practices constituting direct attacks on individual liberties and human rights.  Arguing that they are combatting corruption, some countries create economic austerity laws that limit investment in basic rights such as health and education.  The principal argument is the economic crisis, itself rooted in corrupt practices such as public resource diversion, tax evasion, circumvention of workers’ rights, etc.  
Coalition: “A Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament”

In our understanding, the principal functions performed by Civic Observatories are vigilance, evaluation, oversight, and advocacy in respect of certain aspects of public life. They also promote and empower citizen participation. By verifying the information available regarding public activities, Civic Observatories perform a dual function: "On the one hand, they take care to point to areas of opportunity. [On the other], they do not just point out problems, they also propose solutions."
Description: The Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament is an initiative aimed at promoting observance, evaluation, and effective citizen participation in the discussion and drafting of laws and budget allocation and in ascertaining the agenda of matters to be debated in the plenaries of the parliaments of all the countries whose governments will be participating in the VIII Summit of the Americas.  This ought to be an open, pluralist, inclusive, diverse, and active forum allowing citizens' views to be heard, strengthening democracy and, through transparency in information about what parliaments are discussing and adherence to open parliament principles, helping to prevent acts of corruption, impunity, and conflicts of interest. 
General objectives: The Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament should have access to parliamentary sessions and promote the transmission of parliamentary proceedings in real time through open channels of communication, in addition to making lobbying transparent, observing, and applying evaluations designed to gage compliance with open government principles. In that way, the Observatory seeks to build public trust in Parliaments through actions that foster transparency, access to information about day-to-day lawmaking, and the prevention of corruption and conflicts of interest.
Specific objectives: To facilitate access by citizens to information about the work done by parliaments. To work with parliaments to make their data accessible and improve their legislative transparency indicators, especially as regards participation, attention to citizens, and accountability. To promote cooperation with the various political groups that parliaments are comprised of to get them to adopt anti-corruption measures and make their information more accessible.

Youth and Human Rights Coalition against Corruption and for Transparency in the Americas

Young people are the segment of the population best equipped to ensure that the stability of democracy in the Americas, and Latin America in particular, is sustainable over time. For that reason, we urge the governments of the member states of the Organization of American States to provide substantial support through international and public policy instruments to ensure the conditions needed for young women and men to be the protagonists of change and, in particular, for the revamping of politics and the rejuvenation of our democracies. We cannot allow countries such as Venezuela and Cuba, to name just two examples, to continue systematically curtailing human liberties and rights that are prerequisites for prosperity and the harmonious development of human beings: children and young people in particular. 
Latin America is plagued by severe inequalities. According to José Miguel Insulza (2017), there is a link between economic-material inequalities and the vulnerabilities of certain sectors and social groups unable to achieve optimal development in society, as shown in a study published in 2017 by the Organization of American States (OAS) on Inequality and Social Inclusion in the Americas. 
Young people in all walks of life are vulnerable to exclusion, especially: young women shunned by their communities; youths living in poverty excluded from school systems and the labor market; and LGBT+ youth excluded by their families and society. The heavy presence of authoritarian governments and dictatorships in some countries, especially Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Bolivia, and worrying levels of social injustice in Latin America, where 71% of the wealth is concentrated in the richest 10% of the population, exacerbate the vulnerability of young people. In this context of inequality, exclusion, and authoritarian (in some cases, dictatorial) regimes, the mutually reinforcing concentration of wealth and power is abetted by a number of practices, including corruption. 
Young people are the segment of the population best equipped to ensure that the stability of democracy in the Americas, and Latin America in particular, is sustainable over time. For that reason, we urge the governments of the member states of the Organization of American States to provide substantial support through international and public policy instruments to ensure the conditions needed for young women and men to be the protagonists of change and, in particular, for the revamping of politics and the rejuvenation of our democracies. We cannot allow countries such as Venezuela and Cuba, to name just two examples, to continue systematically curtailing human liberties and rights that are prerequisites for prosperity and the harmonious development of human beings: children and young people in particular. 
We must, therefore, let our voices be heard calling for holistic public policies that will enable us to overcome the conditions conducive to vulnerability: both those stemming from the abuse of power by governments against human liberties in general, and those of youth in particular, and those stemming from the other causes mentioned earlier. We call therefore for stronger institutional mechanisms in our democracies, as the best incentive for transparency; mechanisms that are innovative, modern, sustainable; that reach out to us as young people and enable us to participate and feel that we are relevant actors in the decision-making processes inherent to development. Only in that way will we be able to create an inclusive, robust, and lasting civic culture for today's children, youths, and adults, and, certainly, for the children, young people, and adults of tomorrow.

Coalition: “Transparency, Open Government, and Public Participation”

The 44 organizations in Coalition 3, "“Transparency, Open Government, and Public Participation,” encourage the governments and civil society organizations meeting at the VIII Summit of the Americas to take this opportunity to generate, with civil society participation, points of consensus and recommendations regarding strategic areas for combating corruption effectively, along with monitoring, outcomes, and impact indicators.
Coalition 3 has identified five strategic areas for strengthening efforts to combat corruption that should be included in the Declaration of this VIII Summit of the Americas. Cutting across all these areas, there have to be commitments relating to the right to access to information, with open data; effective citizen participation; itemized rendering of accounts; and independent and autonomous oversight bodies.   Our proposals are as follows:
1. Political party and campaign financing
In almost all countries in the Americas, there are (in some cases illegal) instances of candidates and parties using public funds for their own benefit in election campaigns. These monies generate connections, complicity, benefits, or contracts for economic groups, thereby increasing the chances of political groups gaining access to, or remaining in, power. For that reason, States should commit to  keeping track of expenditure on electoral campaigns, assigning the job of overseeing financing to an autonomous and independent institution; establish mandatory mechanisms for registering all income and expenditure items (certified receipts, single bank accounts, and statements of the origin of funds); set up mandatory systems for administering all funds; establish the obligation to submit integrated financial reports (prior to and after elections) in a format in which data are open to public scrutiny; establish obligations and mechanisms for guaranteeing maximum publicity for all information related to financing and a ban on, and penalties for, improper use of public funds in electoral campaign contexts, along with guarantees for citizens to access and monitor all information relating to political party and campaign financing; and, create specific limits and controls over factors triggering expenditure.
2. Open budgets, with citizen participation, and subject to oversight
It is essential to ensure commitment to budgetary transparency, citizen participation in the budgetary process, and itemized accountability: three core aspects of a proper system for managing public funds. Decisions on how public funds are collected and spent are at the very heart of democracy and critical for combating inequality. While the region has progressed in recent years with respect to budget transparency, much more needs to be done. We urge states to adopt commitments designed to increase budgetary transparency by publishing on line and within an appropriate period of time the documents needed to monitor budget reliability; to implement public participation mechanisms throughout the budget process; and to ensure that there is an adequate national budget accountability system that guarantees autonomy and managerial authority for oversight bodies.
3. Justice system 
Corruption's best accomplice is impunity. Drastically reducing corruption in the Americas requires endowing justice administration systems within each country with greater autonomy, independence, technology, capacity, and funding; creating transparent, competitive, and objective selection processes for all career staff in the judiciary, public prosecutors and public defense counsel, along with penalties for any interference in selection processes; and strengthening competitive and objective systems. Within the region as a whole, reducing corruption requires: ratifying international instruments providing for international cooperation in the fight against corruption; improving and harmonizing substantive legislation for all branches of government; moving toward direct cooperation between national public prosecutors' offices and judicial personnel responsible for investigating corruption cases, without  intermediation by ministries of foreign affairs; strengthening specialized networks of competent authorities and setting up regional coordination centers or international investigation teams to handle transnational cases; devising formal tools for international cooperation and exploring the possibility of accepting the use of informal tools  for communication and interaction among the authorities responsible for criminal prosecution; and, finally, promoting the establishment and implementation of centralized registries of bank accounts and the real beneficiaries of legal entities, and providing more resources for financial intelligence task forces.
4. Open public procurement processes 
States need to commit to: forbidding confidentiality clauses in contracts for public works, services, or purchases; guaranteeing publication of  government officials' statements of interest and net worth; imposing penalties on individuals, enterprises, or institutions that violate prohibitions or fail to meet their obligations;  providing internal units with the powers and material, human, and technological resources they need; requiring anti-corruption clauses in contracts and effective mechanisms for ensuring compliance; and guaranteeing as ample publication as possible of all  information relating to public procurement via any channel.
5. Inter-American Institutional Frameworks
The inter-American human rights system needs to incorporate the matter of corruption, the perverse incentives it creates, and its connections to human rights into its conceptual approach and analysis, and the work it does.  To that end, the States must commit to supporting the existing bodies within the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights so that they can generate the protocols and procedures needed for ongoing and exhaustive monitoring of the varying shapes and guises that corruption adopts in different sectors and their impact on guarantees for the rule of law and exercise of human rights.
Coalition for Human Development

On behalf of the Coalition for Human Development of Human Life International, following is a summary of its proposals regarding the theme of this VIII Summit of the Americas. 
A democratic government needs to be able to rely on the trust and will of the people, so that the people can prosper. What government corruption does is waste a country's and a society's wealth, which discourages citizens and deprives them of the possibility of living in a society that is open and fair for all.
The Coalition for Human Development understands that corruption can be mitigated or got rid of through robust human development in a society geared to achieving real social wealth, which includes the following four assets: 
1. Fundamental human rights inherent to human beings. They need to be respected and cherished, starting with the right to life from conception through to a natural death. The exercise of human rights induces people to be ethical in their personal lives.
2. Demographic growth, which depends on respect for the family in the natural order of things. The family, as the basic unit of society, fosters demographic growth. Growth of the population provides a social environment in which all feel welcome and are appreciated as invaluable for society. 
3. Education with all its creative, innovative, and moral potential. Education is vital for achieving informed and pro-active citizens. Through education, citizens are formed who are anxious to learn and do more in society, develop multiple skills, share information, and look after their personal finances in an ethical manner. 
4. The infrastructure needed to achieve a stable, dynamic, and structured environment in which citizens can live their lives, go about their work, look after their businesses, and enjoy quality of life. When the necessary infrastructure is missing, a country's social wealth declines, creating an atmosphere of poverty and need that can induce corruption with the argument that it is necessary for survival. 
The Coalition also proposes, with regard to the attention being paid to the Sustainable Development Objectives of the United Nations, that rather than talking about "sustainable development", reference should be made to "human development." If human beings are conceived of as the raison d'être and engine of development, then society will develop the assets essential for achieving a country's social wealth, in which needs are addressed and shortcomings overcome. Human development and social development go hand in hand. In that way, democracy is boosted and there is no longer any place for corruption in society. 
Democratic Governance and Corruption Coalition

Democratic Governance has traditionally been addressed and analyzed from the point of view of participation in processes for electing representatives, recognition of human rights, and the modus operandi of the branches of government. However, in the current context, it is necessary to delve deeper into that concept in order to tailor it to the complex circumstances of our peoples. 
Here it may be worth mentioning a series of priority factors: the distribution of wealth, social rights, access to public services, the indebtedness of governments to transnational capital, recognition of and respect for gender equality and equity, the rights of workers of both sexes, indigenous peoples' rights, the rights of older persons and of persons with disabilities, as well as the rights of Mother Nature and the participation of social actors in the management of public affairs. All those dimensions need to be addressed when forging democratic governance in order to respond effectively to the needs and aspirations of peoples. 
When analyzing corruption issues, it is also vital not to reduce the range of actors to just government officials, as it is clear that private sector agents are likewise part of the problem and benefit from its proceeds. That being so, an effective approach to combating corruption includes throwing light on the direct responsibilities borne by both national and transnational capital. 
We assume that it is important to look into the possibility of working on the following matters: 
1. Establishing civil society oversight mechanisms; 
2. Defining the areas and scope of corruption by both private and public actors; 
3. Developing alternative indicators for measuring the quality of democracies; 
4. Developing strategies for furthering "the democratization of democracy" and achieving effective inclusion of all the potentially most vulnerable sectors; and 
5. Deciding on the role of the OAS with respect to Democratic Government and Cooperation. 


International Coalition of Human Rights Organizations in the Americas

The International Coalition of Human Rights Organizations in the Americas comprises 36 organizations that have been coordinating for over 20 years to promote and defend human rights in the region. We welcome the fact that the VIII Summit of the Americas has turned its attention to corruption: a phenomenon that undermines democratic institutional frameworks and impairs the full enjoyment of human rights in all our countries. 
He have watched with concern how public administration has deteriorated thanks to the machinations of criminal networks, the lack of judicial independence, and the politicization of the judiciary, thereby facilitating acts of corruption and allowing them to go unpunished. Add to that the special risks faced by human rights defenders who denounce those practices, including those defending the land and bodily integrity of persons in especially vulnerable circumstances. 
Following are a few recommendations regarding aspects we consider vital for combating corruption and we respectfully request that the States present at the Summit take them into account. 
First, we regard it as essential to boost transparency and mechanisms for accessing information with an approach tailored to different groups (enfoque diferenciado). It would likewise be important to reform the body responsible for MESICIC, to make it more independent, transparent, and technical and to ensure the effective participation of civil society. In addition, States must comply with established standards for ethics and public probity, statements of interest, open budgets, political party financing, money laundering, open data, transparency with respect to actual beneficiaries, protection of whistleblowers and journalists, etc. 
Second, in order to combat corruption, justice system organs need to be equipped with preventive and internal audit mechanisms, ways to detect risks early on, and disciplinary rules that ensure that personnel are trained to avoid being co-opted by organized crime.  They also need to implement criteria and a methodology that meet established standards for choosing senior authorities in that they are merit-based, participatory , and mindful of the principle of equality and non-discrimination. 
Third, when the level of corruption is such that it is impossible to implement an investigative and punitive process nationwide that meets human rights standards, States should support the maintenance or establishment of hybrid mechanisms. We are specifically worried about the threats against the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) and the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH) and call upon the States to guarantee their independence and financing. We urge that steps be taken to ensure that CICIG stays, along with its Commissioner, Iván Velásquez. Following the resignation of Juan Jiménez Mayor from MACCIH, we urge the OAS to appoint a commissioner, after extensive consultations with Honduran civil society, who meets international standards with respect to independence, suitability for the job, and competence. 
Finally, we conclude by submitting our Coalition's most important considerations and recommendations. It is essential to acknowledge that corruption has severe consequences of different kinds for different segments of the population. Corruption most evidently impairs economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights. Indigenous peoples, in particular, have borne the brunt of projects executed with prior consultation and without their prior, free, and informed consent; as well as being the victims of concessions and tenders granted unlawfully 
As regards human rights defenders, an alarming wave of threats, attacks, and murders is impairing not only their right to bodily integrity but also their right to go about their work, including fighting corruption, under safe and dignified conditions. We therefore urge the States to promote public policies to protect human rights defenders and to investigate, punish, and make reparation for the damage done, complying with a series of recommendations by international organizations and, in particular, the organs of the inter-American system of human rights.
Coalition: “Movement for Human Rights and against Corruption”

We, the 26 organizations in the Coalition "Movement for Human Rights and against Corruption", draw the attention of the States of the Americas to the need to address the corruption problem from a human rights perspective, as indicated in IACHR resolutions 01/17 and 01/18.  Apart from robbing the State, corruption prevents governments from complying with their obligation to maximize funds available for satisfying fundamental rights, such as education, health, housing, food, and a healthy environment.
1. Fighting corruption in order to reinforce democratic governance in the Americas. 
Several governments in the region are facing a serious legitimacy crisis, partly caused by serious acts of corruption. In several cases, the misappropriation of government funds is also directly related to violations of human and environmental rights. In countries with high levels of crime and human rights violations, corruption exacerbates inaction on the part of the judiciary or the complicity of the authorities with drug cartels; in other cases, corruption leads to illicit appropriation of land and diversion of state funds; in some States, criminal gangs are even ensconced in public office for the sole purpose of maximizing illicit gains.  We call upon States to implement the recommendations formulated by the IACHR in its Resolution 01/18 on corruption and human rights, strengthen public policies, and foster an anti-corruption culture, as well as favor better ties between human rights and international and national legal frameworks for combating corruption.
2. Need for real civil society participation and protection in anti-corruption strategies
Transparency, accountability, access to information and participation, cornerstones of the fight against corruption, are all made possible by the correlative or matching rights to freedom of association, freedom of expression, and right of access to public information. States have to recognize the importance of the work done by individuals, groups, and organizations that defend human rights and work out ways of combating corruption; guarantee an environment conducive to such activity, including legal frameworks that  support the exercise of the right to social protest and social mobilization; and make it possible to seek, access, and disseminate information, by developing  channels that respect their values and cultural practices and are tailored to their needs.
3. Strengthening democratic rule of law and administration of justice 
The main obstacles to effective exercise of the right to accede promptly to effective administration of justice have to do with lack of independence on the part of the judiciary, the existence of inappropriate legal frameworks that provide or allow for amnesties, pardons, immunities, the corruption of officials including public prosecutors and judges, and the absense of guarantees for the protection of human rights defenders and whistleblowers. We call upon States to strengthen the independence of the judiciary; allow the intervention of civil society groups in criminal investigations; reform institutions in such a way as to increase the costs of corruption, for instance via fines on political parties, reviews of the lengths of sentences, restrictions on the use of alternatives to imprisonment, and so on. 
4. Strengthening and expanding transregional mechanisms for combating impunity 
The Lava Jato operation in Brazil and the work done by CICIG in Guatemala have served to unmask complex transnational networks of corruption. In the latter case, a complicated set of crimes was revealed, consisting of illicit political and economic networks (RPEI) that have co-opted the State through "standardized" political practices designed for illicit enrichment. We call upon the States of the Americas, in connection with the Summit of the Americas, to declare their support for, and recognition of, the work and outcomes of CICIG in Guatemala and to recognize the urgency of reorienting the MACCIH in Honduras with mechanisms needed to combat corruption and impunity. They should also offer Mexico support with establishing an international mechanism to combat impunity and corruption.
Coalition: “Regional Forum for Child and Gender-Related Social, Cultural, and Political Rights”
We declare the importance of promoting implementation of recommendation 1/18 of the IACHR, as corruption constitutes one of the most serious regional and global obstacles to democratic governance.  For that, a Strategic Plan of Action is needed for the Region with standards, indicators, and contextualized actions by States and a special role assigned to collaboration and oversight by civil society and social actors.
Given the crises confronting nation states and their vulnerability in the face of the huge growth of corporations, global economic factors, and illicit transnational associations, there is an urgent need to establish regulatory bodies in the region, whose rulings are legally, administratively, and commercially binding under criminal and civil law and which make the most of the digital world we form part of, its impact, and the potential of new technologies in general. Those global factors also impair the independence of the judiciary, by co-opting and undermining that branch of government.  There is also an urgent need to pass new laws and adopt new rules regarding the financing of political parties, as the corruption involved affects our democracies. Given the enormous cost of campaigns, commitments undertaken in order to finance them lead to the enactment of programs, actions, or public procurement that are distorted by corrupt practices. 
Democratic Governance requires a robust focus on considering new forms of advocacy for civil society and citizens in general with respect to public administration, as well as the creation of transparency and access to information indicators. Also needed are anti-corruption codes of ethics for government officials, public accountability reports, audits, and citizen oversight. Democratic Governance further requires supervised rules and practices, backed by a culture of values opposed to corruption, for officials at all levels of government. It means conducting periodic evaluations by advisory bodies comprised of citizens and civil society with no ties to them, in order to make actions and decisions transparent. Procurement personnel dealing with providers must also be subject to such evaluations and audits.
We are alarmed at how corruption impairs the rights of women and children victims of trafficking and exploitation.  We need properly budgeted prevention mechanisms and assistance for victims. Campaigns like #Niunamenos, #Niunamás; #VivasNosQueremos #Metoo, point to the urgent need for national public policies on gender issues, with strategies and protocols to ensure inclusion, prevention, and measures to address gender violence. Gender parity, as a democratic principle of this century, must be the basis for all decision-making. Full access to education and the full exercise of rights must include sexual and reproductive health programs and policies that effectively reach women and young people and regulate the decriminalization of abortion.  We stress the importance of implementing inclusive public policies and social policies that restore the status of full citizenship to the most vulnerable sectors, by providing women and children, in particular, not just with equal opportunities but equal benefits/outcomes in educational, economic, social, cultural, and political spheres, by fostering active citizenship from early childhood on in order to ensure optimal development.
It is vital to work with one another, forge opportunities for dialogue, creatively rediscover the relation between Society and State, Democracy and citizenship, and get rid of intercultural, sexist, and patriarchal discriminatory practices. Combating corruption and achieving the Sustainable Development and 2030 Agenda objectives in pluralist and diverse societies requires the establishment of an inclusive culture in consolidated constitutional States governed by the rule of law. From our place in civil society, we affirm our commitment to provide whatever actions and support are needed to achieve that goal in the Twenty-First Century.  

Coalition: “Population, Sexual and Reproductive Rights, and Development”
Our coalition, comprised of various different social movements of young people, indigenous women, Afro-descendants, women with HIV, women with disabilities, sex workers, Catholic women, female defenders of human rights, environmental rights, and sexual and reproductive rights, feminists, and LGBTI persons from all over the Americas has striven to define the problems and rights violations that worry us most in connection with democratic governance and corruption in the region, namely the following:
· The ever more alarming spread of corruption cases in governments in the region: a situation that exacerbates the precariousness and weakness of democratic institutions by undermining the mainstay of any State: the guarantee that human rights will be protected without discrimination of any kind.
· The shortfall in democracy revealed by threats, lack of protection and inequality for human rights defenders, girls, adolescents, youth, women, indigenous peoples and people of African descent, women with HIV, sex workers and LGBTI persons, in the face of a fundamentalist, anti-rights, and racist avalanche in most countries of the region.
· Attacks on gender equality intensified in 2017, despite the fact that observance of it is a fundamental obligation of States, based on the principle of equality and the ban of discrimination. These attacks are detrimental to sexual rights, reproductive rights, access to comprehensive sex education, sexual and reproductive health rights tailored to different cultures, and the right to live free from violence, without risks to women's lives and health.
· The ever more frequent persecution of both male and female defenders of human and sexual and reproductive rights. The recent murder in Brazil of Marielle Franco, who was a defender, feminist, black, and lesbian, is a clear example.
Accordingly, we consider that:
· Under a democratic regime, respect and guarantees for human rights without any form of discrimination is fundamental. It is therefore incumbent upon States meeting at the VIII Summit of the Americas to commit to ending any form of discrimination and helping to eradicate all forms of inequality and violence faced by girls, women, youths, and LGBTI persons and to observe human rights standards, with no backtracking or interference based on religious tenets. In that sense, there must be an inescapable commitment to advance toward guaranteeing and realizing lay States founded upon science.
· States are also duty-bound to provide channels for denouncing and investigating acts of corruption, while guaranteeing oversight and active participation by civil society and establishing legal frameworks to protect whistleblowers, witnesses, and those being investigated. Genuine and effective efforts to combat corruption and strive for democratic governance mean that cases like Marielle's murder should never happen again.
Coalition: “Abya Yala Indigenous Coordination”
*************************

Coalition: “For an Inclusive and Respectful World”
*************************

Coalition: “Religions, Beliefs, and Spiritualities in Dialogue with Civil Society”
Corruption is a scourge that Latin American societies have been saddled with ever since they became nation states. It is widely associated with power struggles, but in fact it touches on basic facets of ethics and of life in society. For that reason, addressing the issue of corruption is a task that concerns all citizens, the political class, and civil society organizations that live with it, in its various manifestations, from day to day, both on a personal level and by enduring the structural consequences it triggers. 
Corruption undermines the ethical values of our societies.  Its evil practices have nothing to do with isolated events involving specific sectors. Rather they represent phenomena that need to be addressed in a comprehensive manner and from a human rights perspective; from a human dignity and social development angle.
Given the religious and spiritual perspective that this Coalition promotes, we wish to advocate a broad approach to corruption.  We do so because it is essential to address the issue from a human rights perspective and, above all, to denounce any kind of action that seeks to legitimize the occupation of a space or position of power solely for personal benefit and to the detriment of the dignity of the social community, pluralism, and the development of diversity. Even circles committed to faith and spirituality need to be deeply self-critical about the extent of corruption, about their public activities, institutional dynamics, and theological discourse full of visions of the world that belittle human dignity.
Hence, we call upon States and civil society organizations to bear in mind the following ingredients needed to forge inclusive, committed social values capable of tackling the ethical issues related to corruption, especially its impacts on vulnerable groups. 
1. We acknowledge the importance of religious communities and opinions in public debate of these issues. However, at the same time, we question those approaches that claim to have a monopoly over the expression of any faith or belief -- especially Christian beliefs - that mingle personal moral positions with all the positions represented in their community as well as other expressions of faith. Religious thought is a pluralist and diverse sphere, in which neither practices nor discourse have a single way of presenting life, relationships, or cosmic visions of reality. We therefore denounce those groups or sectors that, in the name of faith, advocate denial of a series of diverse approaches to gender, sexual diversity, family models, educations projects, and desired forms of society and stigmatize difference in a totally anti-democratic fashion or, even worse in our opinion, in the name of God. Religions possess no monopoly of the truth or of opinions either internally in respect of their communities or vis-à-vis society in general. Nor are they even remotely based on unique perspectives regarding the family, sexuality, or social matters. 
2. One of the most sensitive issues of our time is the ongoing resistance to acceptance of an inclusive policy agenda, in which sexual differences, sex education and reproductive health policies may be addressed and applied with the freedom they deserve, without being subject to discrimination and condemnation. That is why we object to the widely used term "gender ideology," as a term used only to condemn and discriminate against a position, with no real basis. Since we recognize that that label is mainly manipulated by religious circles, we wish to suggest, from an alternative vision of faith and beliefs, that religions have no monolithic positions with regard to gender perspectives and historically never have had. On the contrary, there are innumerable instances in theology, discourse, symbols, and rituals in which faith and religious thinking represent inclusive approaches, acknowledging and fostering difference and plurality, which is why religious communities can actively support the development of public policies on these issues.
3. A worrying development is the increasing number of femicides and other cases involving gender violence. Unfortunately, these matters are trivialized by citizens and often enough by religious actors, who prefer to blame women for their behavior and life style choices. We regret to observe that many governments have stopped financing programs for assisting women victims of violence or for raising awareness of gender perspectives, sometimes justifying that decision with absurd criticisms of feminism. We call not only for an urgent change in public policies with regard to women, but also within religious communities and in the stigmatizing language they employ to talk about gender roles and "new masculinities."  That is all far removed from ancestral and theological views in which human beings, in all their sexuality, occupy the same place vis-à-vis the divine, the cosmos, the community, and their fellow human beings.
4. That leads us also point out that neither neo-conservatism nor fundamentalism are synonymous with religion. Unfortunately, many a religious environment has served such policies and models, using theology as a pretext and based on a biased interpretation of sacred texts and religious discourse. This has led to religion being seen as alien to an appreciation of diversity, both in society and internally, because there is also such a thing as internal persecution within religious communities. Thus, once again we maintain that all expressions of religious beliefs leave room for alternative opinions and perspectives, in which diversity, pluralism, commitment to the vulnerable, defense of human rights, and the inclusion of marginalized sectors are not just part of an advocacy agenda but also a response to the same faith.
5. For all the above, we believe that an in-depth discussion is needed on the outlook for achieving lay societies and States. On the one hand, while most States in Latin America claim to be lay, the fact is they still have a basically Christian bent, so much so that in many cases they finance the Catholic Church: an approach that is far from being either lay or, for that matter, democratic. On the other hand, we also note that the religious opinions generally consulted by governments and the political class are those of the traditional and patriarchal heads of the hierarchy, whose views commonly reflect conservative positions reluctant to go along with human rights agendas. 
We would like to end by calling upon States and civil society organizations to consult alternative religious views when dealing with sensitive public policy issues and the construction of a plural and diverse democratic environment, so that "religious" does not remain synonymous with personal  moralizing stances. Moreover, these disputes may be echoed within one and the same religious community, which is a fundamental feature of the dynamic of our societies. That community comprises, furthermore, numerous individuals ready to mobilize and actively collaborate, from their own faith, to defend inclusion, plurality, justice, and ethical values that combat the corruption of social relations and human dignity.


American Drug Policy Coalition for the Summits of the Americas (CAPD)

Corruption and Sustainable Development is a subject of considerable concern for civil society organizations like those in this Coalition that work on drug policies from a health, human rights, and development perspective. 
By encouraging a lack of transparency and preventing the participation of various sectors of society in the planning and implementation of national and regional policies, corruption undermines sustainable development and the population's access to its rights, and becomes an obstacle to growth. This problem is clearly reflected in the current drug policy model, the success of which is seriously questioned and which establishes a spurious partnership between the State and drug trafficking. Thus, when they declared the production, trafficking, and consumption of certain drugs to be illegal, States played a part in the upsurge of drug trafficking, whose power and pervasiveness cannot be understood without a certain degree of protection from the State, which is rooted in corruption. 
The agenda for the region's presidents at this Eighth Summit of the Americas should not omit a debate about drug policies, because they constitute an obstacle to development that needs to be addressed very seriously by States. We call upon the heads of state of the region to review the negative consequences of the war on drugs for the sustainable development of the people of the Americas and the exercise and enjoyment of human rights. We urge that the following proposals be taken into consideration: 
· Put an end to punitive drug policies and the consequent increase in violence in the Hemisphere: One of the sustainable development objectives is to substantially reduce all forms of violence and the mortality rates that go with it, by urging governments and communities to find lasting solutions to conflicts and insecurity. As is well-known, a consequence of the war on drugs has been an increase in violence that has fed the flames of existing armed conflicts. Countries in which the marketing of drugs has coincided with a militarized drug policy have often experienced an increase in mortality rates from homicides as well as increases in other crimes, including extortion and kidnapping, which are used by criminal organizations as sources of income. 
· Develop and adopt alternatives to conviction or punishment of minor and/or non-violent drug-related crimes and focus on prosecuting drug-trafficking organizations: The deficiencies in the policies pursued by States in this area have led to violations of the human rights of the weakest links in the illicit drug trafficking chain. Thus, drug-users, women, young people, the poor, and ethnic and racial minorities tend to be subject to arbitrary arrests, often for minor drug offenses, while the ineffective laws and enormous corruption ensure that the big traffickers only rarely end up behind bars. Likewise, the punitive model pursed by the war on drugs has not resulted in a reduction of drug trafficking but rather in the multiplication, concentration, specialization, and diversification of drug trafficking organizations, thanks to impunity, corruption, and weak State institutions. 
· Reduce corruption and strengthen State institutions: Corruption, along with intimidation, is the main tool employed by drug-trafficking organizations to infiltrate public life. The many ways in which criminal organizations incapacitate or colonize government institutions extend beyond merely administrative procedures. Corrupting electoral and political processes such as campaign financing, the financing of mass media, forcing government institutions to surrender their mandates to other organizations, are some of the mechanisms used to corrupt the system and render governments ineffective. 
· Stop the forced eradication of coca, cannabis, and poppy flowers and replace them with policies for sustainable alternatives: Some of the major problems our region faces, such as the forced eradication of crops for illicit use, cause irreparable harm to farmers and their communities, increase poverty, induce human rights violations, and foster political instability and social conflict, often to the benefit of armed criminal gangs. A comprehensive approach should start with these local and regional scenarios, introduce measures for integral rural development, reform highly concentrated land ownership arrangements, provide access to credits and markets for alternative products, and foster democratic governance. The opening up of markets for natural coca products and medicinal uses of cannabis is one trend the region could exploit. 
· Develop drug policies from a risk and damage reduction perspective that includes promoting health from a public health perspective: Incorporate a complete and diverse range of public health responses dealing with different situations involving problematic consumption of drugs calls for a variety of response, especially in contexts in which that consumption is combined with extreme poverty. 
· Eliminate barriers to the population's access to prescription drugs: Excessively strict enforcement of international drug control conventions to avoid the diversion of prescription drugs to illicit markets results in significant restrictions on access to essential medicines, such as opiates to relieve pain, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. 
· Move ahead with regulation of cannabis and cocoa leaf markets based on regional experiences: The efforts made to enforce repressive control of the production and consumption of drugs and state policies based on their illegality have had the unintended consequence of increasing consumption and production and the violence associated with those markets. Regulation of the production of and access to substances currently regarded as illegal would help deprive criminal organizations of their current monopoly of those markets, which has generated violence, corruption, and the lack of access to health and social services for drug users. 
· Reallocate the resources devoted to militarized drug control to comprehensive human being-centered policies: We have spent decades wasting resources on war-like responses that have only served to escalate the spiral of violence, corruption, and crime in our countries. What we need are State responses that promote peace, development, heath care, and respect for human rights. 
Civil society urges States to end the war on drugs and calls for a democratic and transparent debate on the subject that takes lessons learned into account.
Coalition: “Interfaith Alliance for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”
Public ethics is a fundamental concern of religious communities.  However, the level of involvement in anti-corruption efforts in the countries of the Americas varies from community to community.  Many religious organizations are not familiar with national anti-corruption programs.  The Eighth Summit of the Americas is providing an opportunity for more effective engagement of the Hemisphere’s different religious communities in anti-corruption efforts, taking into account the wide array of shared concerns over the detrimental impacts of corruption on the poorest and most vulnerable. Pope Francis has lamented that: “It is the poor who pay for corruption, which deprives them of their due in order to sustain the greed of the powerful … Corruption is paid for by hospitals without medicine, the sick without therapies, children without education.”

In our view, the fight against corruption is linked to fulfillment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2030, which include Target 16.5:  “Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all its forms.”  We also consider that combatting corruption calls for a comprehensive response that includes a human rights focus, given the disproportionate impact of corruption on members of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups.  The recent resolution 1/18 of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) considers that corruption is a complex phenomenon that affects human rights in their entirety – civil, political, economic, social, cultural and environmental –, as well as the right to development; weakens governance and democratic institutions, promotes impunity, undermines the rule of law and exacerbates inequality.

Therefore, out Coalition proposes:

1. Encouraging values education programs, at all educational levels, that promote judgment skills for the generation of integrity-based conduct, i.e., coexistence based on values of honesty, trust, and respect;

2. Promoting corporate or business ethics, comprising all aspects of business conduct and relevant to the conduct of both individuals and all forms of organizations, hence, repudiation of the concept that, as long as corporate executives comply with the law, their sole responsibility is to maximize the profit of their activities;

3. Establishing hemispheric public integrity objectives that include commitments at the highest political levels, public sector institutional responsibilities, evidence-based strategic approaches, strict standards of conduct for public officials, collaboration by society as a whole, investment in integrated leadership, appropriate sanction mechanisms, and civil society participation;

4. Strengthening the fight against illegal political party financing, enacting criminal sanctions for those who receive or provide it--as natural or legal persons--, and for payments from proceeds of corruption and/or concealed by money laundering acts;

5. Encouraging citizen participation in the reporting of corruption, in all areas of government, and citizen monitoring of the prosecution of corruption, so as to end impunity;

6. Improving hemispheric cooperation in criminal matters, which includes the sharing of legal evidence through direct collaboration among public prosecutor’s offices, without executive branch involvement, and facilitation of whistleblower protection in multiple jurisdictions;

7. Updating the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CICC) so that it addresses the growing wave of corruption in transnational companies based in other countries of the Hemisphere, and

8. Reforming the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) to make it independent, transparent, and technical, and so that it includes active and effective civil society participation.

Regional Coalition for the Rights of Women and Girls with Disabilities

This Coalition’s frame of reference is the human rights and disability standards of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
 This instrument recognizes that given the many forms of discrimination that intersect with gender and disability, we, as women and girls with disabilities, face unique and widespread obstacles to full enjoyment of our rights.

Democratic governance demands the participation of all sectors of society. States must take affirmative measures to ensure that the most underprivileged sectors of society can participate, and to remove historical barriers. The states of the region should promote an environment in which persons with disability can participate in public life without discrimination and under the same conditions as everyone else. It is their obligation to more fully address those situations in which conditions of vulnerability intersect with disability and gender. 

Most of the countries of the region do not fully recognize the right to legal capacity, and still permit legal capacity to be taken away or restricted solely on the basis of disability.
 Since constraints on legal capacity traditionally entail a restriction on political participation and other rights, we are the only group of people whose right to elect and be elected can still be restricted in an openly discriminatory way. Taking away legal capacity is also used to conduct forcible medical procedures on people with disabilities, with a disproportionate impact on women and girls with disabilities.

Although progress has been made on issues of representativity, such as the adoption of some gender parity laws for candidates for elective office, these laws do not cover the question of disability or intersect with other factors of discrimination, such as social class, socioeconomic disadvantage, or ethnicity. 

In order for the participation of women and girls with disabilities in political life to become a reality, quality education, access to information and freedom of expression in all spheres of public life must also be assured. The corruption that prevents many women and girls from participating in political life can be seen in the poor implementation of access to elections, and also in practices that undermine inclusive education, access to jobs and in general, the rights that enable us get out of our houses and lead a dignified life as part of society.

The CRPD Committee has clearly stated that there is an obligation to consult persons with disabilities about the development and implementation of public policies that affect them.
 The CRPD Committee recently called for direct consultation with organizations of women with disabilities about problems that disproportionately affect us.
 

One of the great problems in determining public policy on disability and for women and girls with disabilities is the overall lack of data. This has been a chronic problem worldwide, and it is only now that some progress has been made, in the wake of much insistence by grassroots organizations. This discouraging picture is prevalent in the countries of the region. This, together with ignorance of international standards and reluctance to implement them, encourages poor practices and corrupt practices when public policies that effectively address women and girls with disabilities are adopted. 

In a number of States of the region, there are generalized corrupt practices that violate the human rights of women and children with disabilities and that hamper access to justice by those filing complaints about and seeking redress for these situations. 

Public policies on gender violence do not take account of a disability perspective. We have been made invisible on account of the lack of statistical data, and this combined with the dearth of accessible facilities, hamper access to the system of rights promotion and protection. This represents a clear violation of the exercise of rights by women and children with disabilities as discussed in the CDPD. VBG covers institutional violence both in institutions that provide specific care and in other places where women find themselves (justice, health, education). 

Women and girls with disabilities often see their sexual and reproductive rights violated, resulting in a lack of support for a broad range of problems related to sexual and reproductive health.
 Something that is both VBG and is a violation of the health and sexual rights of women and girls with disabilities is forced sterilization. Health system officials corruptly fail in their obligations by permitting these procedures without complying with the legal requirements or by falsely reporting that they have been consented to.
 These acts are rarely investigated, and disproportionately affect women and girls with disabilities, since they have been subjected to practices such as forced sterilization, birth control and interruption of pregnancy.
 

Recommendations:

1. Systematically incorporate the interests and rights of women and girls with disabilities in all national action plans, strategies and policies on women, girls and disability, and also in sectoral plans on political participation.

2. Revise legislation on political participation in order to remove obstacles for women and girls with disabilities.

3. Properly implement the standards for political participation set out in the CRPD and the general and final observations of the CRPD Committee. 

4. States should take note of the multidimensionality of political participation, and not confine it to elections, and should understand that in order for the participation of women and girls with disabilities in political life to become a reality, they should also ensure quality education, access to information and freedom of expression in all circumstances of public life. 

5. Produce reliable qualitative and quantitative information on the social situation of women and girls with disabilities, including social organizations representing them.

6. Incorporate a disability perspective into all laws [and] public policies designed to promote sexual and reproductive rights, and provide a budget consonant with the State’s obligation to allocate the most resources they can to ensure full effectiveness of health and sexual rights. 

7. To preserve the physical safety of women and girls with disabilities by ensuring that all procedures are carried out with free, autonomous and informed consent. To this end, all States should recognize the right to full legal capacity as set out in Article 12 of the CRPD.

8. Explicitly recognize the health and sexual rights of women and girls with disabilities, and ensure them the free, autonomous, safe and healthy exercise of their sexuality and motherhood, if they wish to become mothers, by providing support for motherhood. 

9. The Coalition recommends that States comply with the obligation to consult with persons with disability, and in particular for women and girls with disabilities. To this end, we recommend that States conduct a detailed review of the final observations by the CRPD Committee, including those we cite in this section of our paper, and fully implement them. 

10. Produce reliable qualitative and quantitative information on the social situation of women and girls with disabilities, including social organizations that represent them.

11. Adopt, implement and monitor international standards when developing public policies and delivering public services.

12. Adopt mandatory accountability mechanisms that include women and girls with disabilities and that produce regular, accessible information on the actions of the State.

13. Implement measures for access to the justice system by women and girls with disabilities, including procedural adjustments, so that they may file complaints, bear witness, and participate fully in administrative, pre-trial and judicial proceedings.

14. Conduct training for justice workers on the rights of women and girls with disabilities, with emphasis on eliminating compounded stereotypes about gender and disability.

15. Incorporate a disability perspective into all laws and public policies dealing with VBG.

16. Move forward to eliminate housing facilities that isolate and segregate people and that favor hospital or nursing home solutions that do not meet international standards, particularly in the mental health system, to ensure that women and children with disabilities received care in the community.
LGBTTTI Advocacy in the Americas Coalition

We maintain that corruption infringes legal provisions and ethical principles and entails intentionally violating the principle of impartiality. If legal provisions or ethical principles of human rights are intentionally violated or challenged, the act of corruption committed is even more serious.  

Both administrative and political corruption in the exercise of a political office frequently invoke the will of the majority, pseudo-scientific principles, and questionable cultural, traditional, or pseudo-religious values in order to justify the violation of legal provisions and ethical principles that ensure every human being’s fundamental rights, with the aim of garnering widespread electoral support, while distracting the community’s attention with controversial situations.

Each act of corruption that thwarts the full exercise of human rights rules out the possibility of furthering our societies in a positive manner. When these acts bring about setbacks of rules, laws, and public policies, as well as the rise of restrictive normative frameworks of universally recognized rights, they legitimize and promote violence and create greater risk for historically discriminated populations, while at the same time fostering impunity of those who exercise this violence.

International human rights standards and principles are clear in this regard and do not allow for ambiguous interpretations of any kind. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights in Advisory Opinion OC-24/17 of November 24, 2017, published on January 9, 2018, states that: “the lack of consensus in some countries as regards to the full respect for the rights of certain groups or persons identified by their real or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression cannot be considered a valid argument to deny or restrict their human rights or to reproduce and perpetuate the historical and structural discrimination that these groups or persons have suffered”.

What is more, the Court pointed out that the States “as guarantor of all rights, must respect and ensure the coexistence of individuals with varied identities, gender expressions and sexual orientations and, therefore, must ensure that they are all able to live and develop with dignity and the respect to which everyone has a right to.” 

The Advisory Opinion of the Court has legal significance for all OAS member states, not just for the States party to the American Convention. 

Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas

Our Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas consists of more than 150 local, national, regional, and subregional organizations. The Coalition is headed by the Latin American Union for the Blind (ULAC) and the Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS). 

Corruption directly affects individuals with disabilities in two major areas: 

Generalized corruption directly affects good and services; when we do not have quality goods and services, individuals with disabilities are automatically discriminated against and excluded. When resources for education, health, job creation, employability, and economic development are stolen by public servants and the private sector, persons with disabilities are hampered from accessing quality, inclusive education and employment, and a satisfactory and decent life. 

Secondly, outsourcing to procure goods and services is a phenomenon that fuels and drives corruption in the disability sector. Our sector is not without phenomena of corruption. When resources are exhausted, the State looks the other way and non-governmental organizations have to resort to public handouts. This is another of the many manifestations of corruption that affects our sector.  

Other related phenomena that have a daily impact on our quality of life: 

Public policies are not inclusive and when there is a public policy on disability no indicators are included that make it possible to compare the public investment made with the outcomes. Furthermore, we have a legal system that has allowed for the creation of regulatory and participatory institutions in which government institutions and civil society organization are intermingled; organizations that represent individuals with disabilities, corporations, and NGOs.

This system hinders oversight, monitoring, and independent follow-up of the organizations that represent individuals with disabilities.   

Additionally, we have a transparency system that is not transparent because the information is not accessible. Individuals with disabilities cannot autonomously and independently find out what the figures are for public investment or the outcomes of public policies, or the outcomes of projects and programs for wellness, or quality education, health, and other services.

Due to the foregoing we recommend the following to the States: 

To honor their international commitments; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provides all the tools to facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities and to hinder the corruption that continues to harm and impair persons with disabilities’ effective enjoyment of their rights and quality of life.

We demand accessible and timely information. Accessible means the concept that our Convention develops and which must be incorporated by the States.

The immediate and automatic recognition of our organizations, as representative organizations, as true social and democratic movements that need technical, technological, economic, and administrative strengthening in order to participate.

To create specialized auditing systems on disabilities that allow us to conduct a real assessment of public investment vs. outcomes. 

We request that the State and civil society organizations work jointly and seamlessly to eliminate all phenomena of discrimination and aggression that fundamentally affect children and women with disabilities. It is urgent that we offer a new perspective on persons with disabilities because of the phenomena of corruption, violence and phenomena related to forced displacement; persons with disabilities are also victims of these processes and there is no humanitarian assistance program that focuses on persons with disabilities. 


Coalition: “Alliance against Corruption but for Sustainable Development in 
Central America, North America, and the Caribbean”

1. That every government appropriately use funds allocated to environmental protection and actions to prevent and mitigate natural disasters and the effects of climate change.

2. That the governments of the countries in the region devise a common strategic plan, emphasizing environmental protection to address problems such as global warming and climate change.

3. That different countries establish an urbanization policy that allows citizens of coastal countries and those who are most vulnerable to the effects of climate changes to have decent housing and the capacity to address natural catastrophes. Furthermore, that housing be built in keeping with appropriate building standards.

4. That the governments of the Americas ratify the commitments undertaken in the framework of the Paris Agreement (COP21) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and go forward in allocating resources and implementing measures that lead to achieving the goals set forth therein.

5. That international funds be created to prevent, address, and mitigate disasters in the countries that are most vulnerable to and affected by climate change, with resources provided by those countries that are contributing the most to the causes of this phenomenon. 

6. That they strengthen mechanisms to facilitate the access to public information, follow-up, and accountability in relation to both public and private resources, as well as resources from humanitarian assistance organizations, which are allocated to prevent and adapt to climate change and to address emergencies.

Coalition: “Democracy, Business, and Human Rights”


*******************************************

Coalition: “Comprehensive Care and the Right to Health in Latin America”


The Constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO) declares that “the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition.”

In our region, many lives are in decline and are lost due to a lack of appropriate response on the part of governments and healthcare systems that do not face reality, and where corruption is frequently observed, eroding the resources of the State and making it impossible for the most vulnerable and helpless to enjoy their fundamental right to health. This was recently acknowledged in Resolution No. 1/18 of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights on “Human Rights and Corruption.” Said Resolution states that “corruption in the management of public resources jeopardizes the capacity of governments to comply with their social rights obligations, including health, education, water, transportation or sanitation, which are essential for the realization of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights and in particular, of the most vulnerable populations and groups.”

Tuberculosis (TB) is the most lethal communicable disease. The global tuberculosis pandemic affects the poorest populations and places a great burden on the economies of developing countries
 and is a clear indicator of poverty and a deterioration of human rights. Tuberculosis is the leading cause of death from infectious diseases. In 2016, 10.4 million people fell ill with tuberculosis—of which 1 million were children—and 1.7 million died as a result. 95% of the deaths were in low and middle-income countries.
 Lucica Ditiu, director of the Stop TB Partnership, which operates in the framework of the WHO, recalled that “we have the knowledge and the tools to tackle this disease; many countries are just not making use of these advances, and people are dying as a result.”
 In the region, the countries with the highest incidence of this illness are Haiti, Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil. Multi-drug resistant tuberculosis is a threat to public health because conventional medications do not work and the cost of treatment varies between US$6,000 and US$60,000. Peru also has the highest burden in the region with 1,299 cases recorded in 2016. The Sustainable Development Goals provided for eradicating TB by 2030. 

Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)—which include hypertension, hypercholesterolemia, diabetes, myocardial infarction, and cancer—cause 5.2 million deaths a year in the Americas and are the leading cause of death and illness. NCDs account for 80% of all deaths, 35% of which are premature and 2/3 of which are preventable. They affect not only adults, but also children, as shown by the high rates of excess weight and obesity among children in the region and are not only a burden for health services, but also for human, social, economic development.
 It is estimated that the costs (direct and indirect) associated with noncommunicable disease are 4% of GDP in low and middle-income countries and that the health and economic burden will continue to increase if concerted efforts are not made under the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of NCDs and the Sustainable Development Goals. In fact, the costs of inaction are far greater than the investment needed to prevent them and to ensure healthy and productive societies.

It is the responsibility of governments to take concrete and effective measures to protect the health of their population in general and in particular from these two illness that are affecting it, by applying policies that go behind the health sector and address social determinants of health (work, education, food, housing, education) and by strengthening the health system with concrete measures against corruption. 

Rare Diseases. Close to 80% of rare diseases have a genetic basis and most are chronic, degenerative, of unknown origin, and lead to disabilities and frequently death. These diseases have a high impact on patients’ well-being and family finances. They are usually invisible to health practitioners, government decision makers, the pharmaceutical industry, and the community in general, leading to social inequality. The focus of all activities of the health system must be on the individual, involved as a user, patient, or patient family member, and to this end they must be duly informed and empowered. The community must play an active role, participating with responsibility and initiative in the solution of their health problems, using the necessary and required participation mechanisms.

We must garner the commitment of State leaders to participate and show leadership at the high-level meetings of the United Nations General Assembly on the fight against tuberculosis (September 26, 2018) and NCDs (September 27, 2018).

We must bolster transparency in health management, facilitating citizen oversight through timely access to statistical, epidemiological, economic, and other information of public interest, and also through accountability, in order to prevent interference of third parties in defining health policies, inappropriate use of resources, and corruption in health systems. 

We must ensure individuals’ universal and comprehensive health coverage by promoting and supporting involvement of organized civil society, academia, and patients in the development of health policies and citizen oversight actions to contribute to better governance and oversight of the health systems on the part of the State.

We request that the topic of health in the Americas be addressed more in depth at the upcoming Summit of the Americas, in particular the issues that were raised in our presentation.

Coalition: “Comprehensive Early Childhood, Childhood, and Adolescent Care against Corruption and for Sustainable Development”

Attaining the Sustainable Development Goals in the Americas involves several factors. The key elements include the role played, for society’s present and future, by comprehensive rights-based development in early childhood, childhood and adolescence; structural changes in society that allow full human development, care for the planet, and the promotion of prosperity; democratic governance with public policies and strategies that lead to economic and social development; quality public investment (relevant, pertinent, effective, efficient, transparent, equitable and sustainable) that maximizes the use of resources in pursuit of social well-being, that combats corruption by promoting policies for fiscal transparency and justice with provisions for accountability, and that prioritizes the reduction of hunger, extreme poverty, and poverty; the execution of social programs for comprehensive rights-based care and development in early childhood, childhood, and adolescence with emphasis on the protection and full enjoyment of services for health and well-being, quality education, and the inclusion of diversity with equality and quality; and a focus on different kinds of violence (armed conflicts, migration, displacements) led by civil society organizations, private entities, international agencies, and parents’ associations. 

To attain those aspirations for sustainable development and to tackle corruption, we propose the adoption of a Regional Agenda for Comprehensive Care for Early Childhood, Childhood, and Adolescence that comprises five areas of work: political impact; education and training of human resources; identification of lessons in comprehensive care; research, monitoring, and evaluation; and the forging of anticorruption strategies. 

1. Political impact: To identify conceptual reference points on early childhood, childhood, and adolescence, strengths and weaknesses of legislative frameworks and public policies, proposals based on scientific evidence to conduct a comparative analysis and standardize legislative frameworks and public policies that will ensure full enjoyment of the rights of the child in the region. With the results, convene a meeting to develop a Framework Agreement for Comprehensive Early Childhood, Childhood, and Adolescent Care and Development. 

2. Human resource education and training: To strengthen the skills and abilities of managers, professionals, technical teams, and social actors at all levels of government, down to the territorial level, by revising regulations, policies, and programs in order to: (a) modernize professional and para-professional development curriculums in education, health, protection, culture, recreation, and social, juridical, and legal development; (b) consolidate the careers of managers and teachers on the basis of reliable information; (c) define protocols for training and updating social actors for comprehensive quality care; (d) devise regional guidelines for the participation of families, children, and adolescents.

3. Identification of lessons in comprehensive care in initiatives, programs, and systems for protection, health, education: To reveal experiences with efficient policies, strategies, and methodologies for institutional and community inclusion practices that are effective in the care, protection, and comprehensive development of early childhood, childhood, and adolescence, in order to adapt them to other contexts and age groups. 

4. Research, monitoring, and evaluation, to (a) identify and develop priorities for studies to provide a solid basis for political, legislative, and pedagogical decisions for monitoring the goals of care, investment, forging of partnerships with universities, companies, international organizations; (b) support the creation of a regional observatory for early childhood, childhood, and adolescence, and other subregional and national observatories, to monitor indicators on the progress made with upholding the rights of children and attaining the SDGs, particularly the 48 of the 169 targets that are of the greatest relevance for children, in accordance with the recommendations of UNICEF.

5. Creation of strategies to combat the corrupt diversion of resources intended for early childhood, childhood, and adolescence, based on studies and practices of investment and execution, transparency, accountability, in order to: (a) demand the punishment of those who misuse resources intended to uphold the rights of early childhood, childhood, and adolescence; (b) structure a comparative legal framework and monitoring and evaluation indicators for conditional loans in early childhood, childhood, and adolescence, to ensure appropriate public investment and transparency in program execution; (c) strengthen governance and the institutional framework in the allocation of resources, to channel them into uses that improve the quality of learning.


In the implementation of these lines of work, we commit the resolved and responsible engagement of all the agencies that make up Coalition 21, inspired by the certainty of the abundant research that shows that, on the basis of family ties, early childhood sets the affective, social, cognitive, ethical, and moral foundations for what human beings will become over the course of their lives.

Coalition: “The Role of Young People against Corruption and for Sustainable Development”
In order to contribute to the development of all the Hemisphere’s inhabitants and peoples, we, the youth of the Americas, assert the importance of addressing the following issues, in order to achieve economic and social development and sustainable environmental protection accompanied by good governance: 

· The Americas are currently experiencing a crisis of corruption at all levels, which is having a grave impact on our countries’ governability and sustainable development. We therefore believe steps must be taken to reduce corruption levels, placing greater checks on current officials and promoting those organizations that work for the training of future generations of leaders. 

· In light of the commitment assumed by the states in the Declaration of Johannesburg to construct a humanitarian, equitable, and generous global society that is aware of the need to respect the dignity of all human beings, we understand that it is necessary to first address the satisfaction of the most basic needs in order to achieve development in the region. The region today faces an alarming health emergency caused by the absence of sustainable territorial planning, of adequate access to drinking water and sanitation networks to prevent future infections and disease, and of a health system that meets society’s demands. 

· As young people we believe we are the leading protagonists in the challenge of acting today to create a tomorrow free of the outrages generated by poverty, environmental decay, and unsustainable development. We therefore call on the states to work for and promote the comprehensive development of their citizens and, in particular, of early childhood, by investing in public policies in pursuit of that goal. Accordingly, we call for the implementation of public policies to fight child malnutrition, poverty, and inadequate early-childhood education. 

· Given that education plays a vital role in the development of the men and women of the Americas so they can be free, it is necessary to provide all the region’s inhabitants with real possibilities of access to adequate, quality education and to reassert the role of the family. 

· In light of the unfavorable socioeconomic consequences that unemployment has on people, families, and entire societies, we ask the states and international organizations to prioritize public policies with a high social impact that can help create more sources of quality jobs. To promote socioeconomic equity in order to prevent a greater widening of the gap between the so-called ‘rich’ and ‘poor’. 

Finally, to create new opportunities by empowering human capital based on specialization according to ability as a path toward the development of our countries.

Coalition: “Citizen Forum of the Americas”


Corruption is a complex phenomenon attributed basically to institutional, social, and cultural factors, although “common sense” dictates that we are faced with a “structural” phenomenon, and assumes that it is essentially an economic and political problem.  Nevertheless, evidence indicates that the situation is more complicated, and even though it is agreed that it is a systemic problem, reality shows that it goes well beyond this concept, comprising a wide range of both modalities and conditions that are apparently present in some situations but not in others, which makes it difficult to design a homogeneous public policy to deal with it.  Moreover, the very concept of “systemic” highlights the fact that these acts are not exceptional, but rather the rule, and this weakens merely repressive options to prevent it.

Evidence shows that there is a strong correlation between the variables of corruption, democracy, development, and economic freedom.  Democracy is associated with lower levels of corruption than is the case with dictatorships or authoritarian governments, although this is not automatic.  According to recent historical experience, a democratic government does not necessarily reduce corruption; although it may create mechanisms that are work against it, it may also create opportunities and new actors.  Democratic practices that discourage corruption require time to become institutionalized.  Conditions conducive to widespread, structural corruption are associated with countries where abuse of power is “normal” practice, as are large social divides, extreme individualism, and low-quality institutions. Higher levels of democracy entail better-functioning control and oversight agencies. 

From a sociocultural standpoint, corruption is associated with specific values and traditions, but also with levels of poverty, and the degree to which a society is open or “closed,” among other factors.  The definition of corruption as a violation of the separation between the public and private sectors is arbitrary; people do not perceive this clearly, as the borders between government and society are “blurred.”  This division also does not take into account the actors, and reduces the problem to figures.
For these reasons, we must give due importance to the involvement of and the relationship between the government and civil society, by promoting citizen participation, oversight or monitoring, transparency, accountability, and other democratic mechanisms to improve the controls and legitimacy of management of public affairs.  We are therefore giving priority to recommendations that help advance citizen involvement in government decision-making and action to combat corruption. 

States must promote and institutionalize active participation (timely information, consultation, and shared responsibility) on the part of civil society in decisions on formulation an implementation of public policies to fight corruption, including monitoring and evaluation.

Promoting and strengthening oversight of public policies by civil society organizations, that are binding in nature, and ensure that they have the financial resources and technical assistance needed for this purpose, are needed for this purpose.

Creating or strengthening complete, up-to-date, and clear information systems and services on all public resources invested in public programs are needed to verify the efficiency and effectiveness of investments, including private sectors that provide public services.

Transparency criteria (in public consultation, budgets, and accountability) should be included in public-private partnerships, and public registers should be created showing the real end beneficiaries of unnamed offshore companies or trusts.

The role of civil society organizations as stakeholders in development and democracy should be promoted, as should their right to participation, free association, and political dialogue in decisions affecting them, or in other words a favorable environment should be created for their work.

Protective mechanisms and guarantees should be established for individuals, journalists, whistleblowers, and citizen organizations that investigate or report cases of corruption, and for defenders of the environment and natural resources.

Research, systematization, exchange of experiences, and dissemination of best practices and successful cases in fighting corruption should be encouraged, with the participation of civil society in said actions.

Representatives of civil society organizations should be included in forums for following-up on the Lima plan of action.


Coalition: “International Networks Saving Lives in Response to Human Trafficking”
 Trafficking in persons is an evil affecting thousands of persons in the Americas, and especially women and children.  Despite the alarming statistics, it has remained one of the most unpunished crimes, with extremely low rates of prosecution due to the lack of training of justice operators and lack of knowledge about this crime.  Because of the absence of active public policies for treatment on the part of official structure, frequently these services fall to organized civil society. 

It is important to note that programs for victims and witnesses are relatively ineffective, since they often involve confrontation between those denouncing the crimes and their exploiters.  Corruption of government officials is a key point:  border agents look the other way in exchange for kickbacks, and others do not apply the controls in place in return for bribes.  In view of this situation, proponents are calling for the action of the inter-American justice system. 

Figures on trafficking in persons in the Americas are frightening.  According to data presented to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by RATT International, between 2007 and 2017, 50,166 victims were recorded in 14 countries in the region.  Nebulous available figures could suggest a substantial increase in the number of cases.  It is the fastest growing crime in the region, and corruption exacerbates this situation, which robs thousands of women, men, children, and adolescents of their lives.  Trafficking in persons affects over 40 million persons throughout the world. 

More specifically, indigenous people, border populations, and migrants are frequently not identified by states as victims of trafficking, since it is difficult for these vulnerable sectors to report their cases. 

Failure to combat corruption and organized crime threatens the security of states.  Drug trafficking and trafficking in persons cannot and will never be agents for the genuine growth of economies; to the contrary, they will end up destroying those economies, concentrating wealth and impoverishing and enslaving the population.

Afro-Descendent Movement in the Americas Coalition

In the framework of the Eighth Summit of the Americas and its theme “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” the Afro-descendent Coalition, with 136 members representing the different countries of the region and bringing together different sectors of people of African descent under the theme of the Decade for People of African Descent: recognition, justice and development, considers the following matters to be of importance:

Corruption:  Mechanisms providing services of comptroller and/or oversight of States, companies, and institutions need to be reformulated to ensure that they and their officials act with integrity, impartiality, effectiveness, responsibility, and equity.
Combatting racism and racial discrimination: Breaking with structural racism requires the creation of direct, clear, and effective mechanisms/programs to ensure full enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights.  Therefore, it is necessary to generate affirmative actions and public policies in support of people of African descent that have the necessary financial resources.  To that end, States should be encouraged to create tax exemptions for companies investing especially in people of African descent, which would facilitate job creation. 

Constitutional recognition: All Latin American States need to advocate for and recognize people of African descent in their national constitutions.

Natural disasters:  Afro-descendant communities need to be engaged in national and local plans, increasing the human and financial contributions for the reconstruction of these communities, not only their infrastructure, but also socioeconomically. Investment in disaster risk mitigation and prevention should be a State priority.

Institutions: It is important for States to be able to guarantee the creation of public entities with administrative and financial autonomy in order to be able to develop public policies and affirmative actions that promote development and improve the living conditions of people of African descent, and to ensure that these actions go beyond the promotion of culture.

Violence and persecution:  States should ensure the incorporation of the demands of women of African descent in the development and anti-poverty programs, plans, and policies they are implementing, as well as the creation of justice forums of ethnic/racial, gender, and sexual orientation relevance in entities such as human rights ombudsmen.  It is key to create entrepreneurship plans and programs—individual and collective—, targeted at these groups.

International agreements and/or resolutions:  We demand that the States reaffirm their international commitments to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and intolerance by generating actions that transcend job creation for people of African descent and mere commemoration of the day/month for people of African descent in order to achieve the creation of sustainable programs in our support that take account of the three pillars of the two Decade resolutions so as to achieve genuine and effective recognition, justice, and development for the people of African descent of the region.  Therefore, one proposal is to create a Permanent Forum of People of African Descent in the United Nations, the OAS, and other multilateral organizations, and to create an Economic Development Fund for People of African Descent in those same scenarios. And to guarantee the representation and effective participation of people of African descent in State participation platforms, such as UNASUR, CELAC, MERCOSUR, the Andean Community of Nations, and the OAS for the sharing of best practices and the transmission of knowledge and experiences.

Census round: It is important for States to obtain more and better official statistical data.  And for them not to limit themselves to conducting these exercises every 10 years, but rather for them to incorporate these rounds in their public authorities in order to compile information that facilitates the creation of public policies generating positive changes in Afro-descendant communities.

Coalition: “Social Actors Partnering with International Institutions To Advance to More Just Societies”

We are currently experiencing a corruption crisis at all levels, from cases involving high public officials to cases of corruption in small communities, and, what is even worse, corruption in international organizations, which is having an extremely serious impact on governance, democracy, and the sustainable development of our countries.

In view of the scope of international organizations, the work that they can do together with countries and civil society organizations can take advantage of their scope to reduce levels of corruption and especially to ensure the development of society.  To accomplish this, international organizations must serve as an example, by respecting the legal framework given to them by states and limiting their mandate to ensure that they do not infringe on or threaten internal democratic procedures and the free self-determination of the people.  We view with concern the activities of the Secretary General, the IACHR, the CIM, the Inter-American Court, and other OAS institutions (the framework in which the Summit is held), which are exceeding the mandate conferred on them and continuing to take on functions that have not been given to them. 

A focus on meeting the most basic needs, such as food, access to basic medicines, education, etc. of the people of the Americas is the first step to achieving development.  This focus must be based on the reality of the region, namely the actual situation prevalent in the region and especially in the developing countries which in this case are the vast majority.  Our reality is not the same as the reality of the European continent. 

Upon analyzing the family structure and other characteristics of households and their impact on development, we find that the family structure, its education, the area in which they live, and the levels of education are all important determining factors.  This is a sign that families can make the difference in the development process, and more specifically, in alleviating corruption and violence.  In the same way, we must understand that the domestic root of corruption is the family, and if we want to ensure that corruption prevention programs are sustainable, we have to work to strengthen the family structure.


Coalition: “Transparency, Human Rights, and Participation through ICTs for Better Governance and Citizenship”

"To achieve the principles of Open Government, civil society is presenting actions to strengthen citizen participation and better government, aimed at Constitutional recognition in all of our countries of our right to be informed, and its inclusion in the United Nations Charter, issued at its General Assembly on December 10, 1948, in which it proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  If we are able to establish “the right to be informed” and to take these actions, the result will be better knowledge of the situation and an ability to lay the groundwork needed in every country for a “transparent state and a transparent market.”

This requires “Open Justice,” involving the following measures:  1) A reduction of temporary posts in the public and justice administrations; 2) Allowing non-attorneys to serve as representatives in judicial proceedings; 3) Eliminating procedures that force a return to administrative proceedings after cases are already in the courts; 4) Dispensing with Certification Service Providers; 5)  Promoting oral proceedings; 6) Introducing transparent procedures for selection of judges and administrative personnel in charge of resolving cases; 7) Educating the people on open justice; 8) Granting nongovernmental organizations the right to hold hearings, in cases involving both an administrative and a judicial proceeding; 9) Redesigning procedural laws to expedite settlement of cases; and 10) Empowering citizens to propose legal changes to enhance the speed and transparency of a shift to open justice.

In order for states to combat corruption and strengthen transparency and human rights in policies involving oversight or monitoring technologies, the following is recommended:  1) Information on acquisition of oversight technology be made transparent; 2) Non-attorneys be allowed to represent persons in judicial proceedings; 3) Elimination of procedures forcing a return to administrative proceedings in cases already in a judicial process; 4) Dispensing with Certification Service Providers; 5) Promoting oral proceedings; 6) Introducing transparent procedures for selection of judges and administrative personnel in charge of settlement of cases; and 10) Empowering citizens to propose legal changes to ensure that the shift to open justice is accomplished more rapidly and transparently.

[image: image1.jpg]To combat corruption and strengthen transparency and human rights in policies involving surveillance technologies, it is recommended that states:  1) ensure that information on the acquisition of surveillance technology is transparent; 2) ensure that information on the use of surveillance technology is transparent; 3) ensure democratic control of surveillance and oversight activities; 4) commit to an independent investigation; and, encourage a transparent market and respect for human rights.  With the participation of information technology groups, we can implement an intelligent system to prevent corruption.

Since Block chain is a technology that guarantees high levels of traceability, security, and transparency in applications such as electronic voting, open contracts, and monitoring the flow of money in projects, it is proposed that the Blockchain technology be used in government procedures in all member countries.
Partnerships with universities are encouraged, to advance the use of ICTs as a tool for inclusion in community education processes, in support of governments in efforts to combat corruption and violence against women and girls, among others.
Develop/improve/establish plans for training new generations to ensure greater participation and involvement of organizations that “ensure that the Internet is operational” (such as ICANN, IETF, ITU, ISOC, IEEE, and others), including Internet Governance.

“We can educate to govern and govern to educate,” provided that civic education is the fundamental pillar through which citizens can participate conscientiously in democracy.   It is suggested that civic, ethics, and social education programs be implemented for all persons under 12 years of age in member countries (“My Little Entrepreneur”).

However, since corruption is a cross-cutting issue that has afflicted the deepest roots of public institutions in OAS member countries, the analysis, study, and technical viability of opening an “inter-American committee for fighting corruption” is proposed.
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