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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE LAUNCH OF THE THEME OF 
THE VIII SUMMIT WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS

(July 20, 2017, Lima, Peru)

1. Are there OAS indicators that define whether or not democracy exists in a country?
There are documents such as the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter that were signed by all OAS member states.  These documents are not indicators, but they contain democratic principles established by the states themselves.

2. Where and when will the next Summit of the Americas be held?

In Lima Peru, on April 13 and 14, 2018

3. When will the completed work format with the deadlines for activities of civil society and social actors be published by the Summit of the Americas Secretariat?

The VIII Summit host country and the Summits Secretariat are currently preparing participation guidelines, which will contain the activities for the participation of civil society and social actors. These guidelines will be disseminated in September 2017.
4. Will there be a limit on civil society participation per country?
There will be a limit due to space constraints for both local and international civil society organizations and social actors. 

The Summits Secretariat will work to ensure broad regional and gender representation in all its activities.

5. Will the inputs by civil society be presented to the governments in April 2018?

Civil society and social actors will in fact be able to present their final inputs at the Dialogue of Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives, in April 2018. However, there will be other spaces in the Summits preparatory phase where these actors will have an opportunity to present their progress and recommendations.

6. The process of submitting proposals is important. How can it be made effective to influence governments?

To ensure that this process is effective, we encourage active participation by civil society and social actors in all phases of the Summits Process. 

7. Indigenous and/or Afro-descendants people have earned the right to have specific spaces for dialogue.  How do you intend to respect that specific space at the Summit?  What would the participation mechanisms for indigenous peoples and Afro-descendants be?

The VIII Summit host country and the Summits Secretariat are preparing participation guidelines.  These guidelines will contain activities for the participation of civil society and social actors, which will be disseminated in October 2017.

The Summits Secretariat encourages participation by indigenous and Afro-descendant people in the activities to be carried out within the framework of the VIII Summit.

8. How can we guarantee the participation and contributions, of civil society organizations, Afro-descendants, indigenous people and LGBTI, in the construction of the document and at the Summit itself? These groups represent some of the most vulnerable and marginalized communities in the Americas.


All social actors have the same opportunity to participate and present their inputs throughout the Summits Process.

The VIII Summit host country and the Summits Secretariat are preparing participation guidelines.  These guidelines will contain the activities for the participation of civil society and social actors, which will be disseminated in October 2017. 
There will be spaces during the Summits Process preparatory phase where all actors will have an opportunity to present their progress and recommendations.

9. What is the process for “electing” participants for the Hemispheric Dialogue and for the Summit?

The host country and the Summits Secretariat are currently working on the participation criteria. Once these have been determined, we will disseminate them on our official communications media:

· Website: http://www.summit-americas.org    

· Social networks (Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram) 
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10. Could you provide us with more information about the Hemispheric Dialogue to be held in March 2018?  Which CSOs will attend this event? How will it work? Who will designate the civil society representatives of each country?
The Dialogues are a forum where civil society and social actors have the opportunity to exchange ideas, formulate recommendations and initiatives to be considered by the countries participating in the Summits Process.

The VIII Summit host country and the Summits Secretariat are preparing participation guidelines.  These guidelines will contain the activities for the participation of civil society and social actors, which will be disseminated in September 2017.  

11. Will the OAS use the civil society networks consolidated by the IDB?

The activities organized in the framework of the Summits Process are open to all civil society organizations and social actors of the Hemisphere. Any network of organizations may participate in the Summit Process.

12. Will the coalition format be used at the event to be held at the VIII Summit in April 2018?

The VIII Summit host country and the Summits Secretariat are preparing participation guidelines that will describe the format for the participation of civil society and social actors.  These guidelines will be disseminated in September 2017.

13. How could the private sector have an impact like civil society at the Summit?

The private sector participates in the Summits of the Americas through the Private Sector Forum, organized by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and in the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives. 

14. Will the proposal contain specific programs targeted at a larger number of vulnerable groups, including women and youth?

The Summits Secretariat encourages civil society and social actors to include in the formulation of their recommendations and initiatives issues related to vulnerable groups, including women and youth, which cross-cut the thematic subthemes of the Summit.

15. Could a document be produced by the parallel civil society forum for its inclusion as an annex to a possible final document from the Summit?

Civil society and social actors’ conclusions arising from the Hemispheric Forum will be reflected in an official document that will be presented to the Summits Implementation Review Group (SIRG) for its consideration by the countries participating in the Summits Process.  This document will also be published on the Summits website and on our social media:

· Summits website: http://www.summit-americas.org   
· Social media (Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram) 
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16. Will the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives be carried out?
In the framework of the VIII Summit, the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-level Government Representatives will be held, in which civil society and social actors will present their inputs to their governments on the theme of the VIII Summit.

17. How will the results of the consultations with civil society in other countries made visible at the Summits?

Each consultation with civil society and social actors in the framework of the Summits yields recommendations and proposals that are compiled by the Summits Secretariat in an official document. The document will be published on the Summits website and social media.  

In addition, the reports on the activities with civil society and social actors are presented to the SIRG for consideration by the countries participating in the Summits Process. 

18. What mechanisms are in place to follow-up on the Summit mandates?
The Summits Secretariat is responsible for receiving the national follow-up reports on the implementation of the commitments arising from the Summits. All National Reports are available on the Summits website through the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA). You can access the SISCA at the following link: http://www.summit-americas.org/sisca.html. 

19. Is there a plan for monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the Summits mandates?


The Summits Secretariat has the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA), which facilitates countries and other organizations involved in the Summit Process to keep abreast of progress made in the implementing of the Summits commitments.

20. How to ensure a monitoring system within which members of civil society can be heard, in addition to the voice of Member States??

Civil society and social actors are encouraged to prepare an action plan to follow up on the commitments arising from the Summits. The Summits Secretariat promotes active and inclusive participation of civil society and social actors in the Summits follow-up consultations, in order to obtain their inputs and comments on this phase.

21. What do you propose to ensure that civil society is included in the implementation phase, especially in regards to corruption and the implementation of treaty mandates?
Civil society and social actors are encouraged to prepare an action plan to follow up on the commitments arising from the Summits. The Summits Secretariat promotes active and inclusive participation of civil society and social actors in the Summits follow-up consultations in order to obtain their inputs and comments on this phase.

Participation by civil society and social actors and their activities will also be taken into account in the framework of the Mechanism for Follow-up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC). 

22. What will be the methodology, format, and dynamics for youth participation within the VIII Summit of the Americas?

Youth has a permanent and open platform for participation through the Young Americas Forum. The methodology, agenda, and format can be consulted at the following web page: www.yabt.net/foro.  You can also contact us by email at: foro@yabt.net or by calling us at (+ 1) 202 3704723 | + 507 66146770.  On social media, you can follow us: @YABTs or use the hashtag: #jovenesenlacumbre.

23. The OAS has launched the MESISIC to combat corruption in member states. How has this mechanism effectively combatted corruption in signatory countries of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption? What are some of its weaknesses and strengths?

The MESICIC has formulated useful recommendations for its 31 member states to close gaps and correct deficiencies in their legislation so that the entities responsible for applying them do so effectively. The purpose of these recommendations is to prevent, detect, investigate, and punish corrupt acts so that corrupt individuals serve sentences proportional to the detrimental impact they have had on public assets and the State can reverse that impact by pursuing corrupt individuals and their assets wherever they may be.

As for the strengths of the MESICIC, it should be noted that the Inter-American Convention against Corruption is one of the inter-American treaties with most ratifications after the OAS Charter. This means that compliance with the commitments it contains can be demanded of 33 of the 34 active OAS member states.

As a weakness, more than a deficiency, to be corrected, is the insufficiency of OAS Regular Fund resources to carry out the activities for which the MESICIC has responsibility.

24. Corruption occurs in different ways. Very few countries have autonomous organizations or programs that provide information on corruption so that it does not continue.  Will the OAS program ensure a growing number of these autonomous organizations?

Although the MESICIC is governmental in nature, its analysis and recommendations also draw on information and constructive views provided by civil society in order to prevent and combat corruption. For example, in the 30 on-site visits conducted during the Fourth Round of the MESESIC, 68 civil society organizations, 38 private sector organizations, 38 professional associations, 36 academics and researchers, and nine representatives of other social sectors took part.  During those visits, 139 oversight bodies of 31 member states, as well as public authorities, were examined. 

The MESISIC will always ensure that social actors participate actively in its activities, as stipulated at the Third Meeting of the Conference of States Parties of the MESICIC. 

25. With regard to anti-corruption legislation in OAS Member States, is there effective experience??

As a result of the recommendations of the MESICIC to its member states, many of them have enacted new laws or improved existing ones on such important matters for preventing and combating corruption as:  prevention of conflict of interests; preservation of public resources; state procurement; linkage of public servants, their ethics training, and their asset declaration systems; civil society participation in combating corruption; internal company controls to detect and prevent corrupt practices; criminalization of corrupt acts such as transnational bribery and illicit enrichment, whistleblower protection, and reciprocal assistance for prosecution of perpetrators of these crimes, and, if appropriate, their extradition.

26. What is the likelihood that regional negotiations can promote the generation of anti-corruption legislation?
The MESICIC is a regional cooperation mechanism that works for the generation of legislation to prevent and effectively combat corruption through the formulation of concrete recommendations for use by its member states in strengthening their existing legislation in this area. And legislative guidelines and model laws enable the States, when legislating, to include elements that ensure that their laws have the quality necessary to produce the expected results. These guidelines and model laws can be consulted on the MESICIC website:  Anti-Corruption Portal of the Americas.
27. What mechanisms does the OAS propose so that the countries of the region can make progress with the commitments arising from the Eighth Summit, whose central theme will be “Democratic Governance against Corruption”?  
In the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM), there are projects whose aim is to strengthen public institutions so that they are more transparent and effective and have citizen participation mechanisms. These projects assist in strengthening democratic governance, since citizens today demand more from their governments and have higher expectations for the public services delivered.

In that regard, the DEPM promotes the principles of transparency, accountability, collaboration, and citizen participation through training and technical cooperation, providing tools and strategies, such as support for access to information, fostering collaboration among different public entities, and training for public officials and the general public.

The Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) is also the OAS’ mechanism to assist its member states in preventing and combating corruption in the framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.    
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