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REPORT OF THE JOINT SUMMIT WORKING GROUP

 TO THE SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION 

REVIEW GROUP (SIRG)

April 2, 2003

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to highlight the activities performed by the members of the Joint Summit Working Group between October 2002 and March 2003, in compliance with the Third Summit of the Americas mandates. The members of this group are: the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS)
, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO)
, the Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the World Bank (WB)
, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), la Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
.

Inter-American Democratic Charter

OAS

The Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, jointly with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), published The Inter-American Democratic Charter, Documents and Interpretations, compiled by Ambassador Humberto de la Calle. The contribution consisted of editorial revision and financing the publication. The book includes the text of the Charter in four official languages of the Organization, the proceedings from the meetings of the Permanent Council which led up to the approval of the Charter, as well as other comments and interpretations from representatives of Member States.

Since the first edition of the Inter-American Democratic Charter was published in the final trimester of 2002, requests for the publication have increased significantly. Another 55 000 copies are presently being reprinted, under the auspices of the government of the United States. The Inter-American Democratic Charter has been distributed regionally, including Permanent Missions to the OAS, Missions of Permanent Observers, National Offices of the OAS, national and university libraries and Ministries of Education, among others.
1.  Making Democracy Work Better

Electoral Processes and Procedures

OAS

The Second Inter-American Forum on Political Parties 

On December 4-6, 2002, the Second Inter-American Forum on Political Parties took place in Vancouver, Canada. The purpose of the meeting, which was organized by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) was to consider the various aspects of political party financing, management and reform within the hemisphere, as well as to exchange experiences and best practices in this regard. This meeting was attended by over 100 representatives from 23 countries, including leaders of political parties, political institutions, leaders of organized civil society, and academics. 

The discussion centered around three fundamental themes: the financing of electoral and political party campaigns, the analysis of the national studies on the party modernization, and the participation of the women in politics. The forum was also an opportunity to promote the work of institutions working in these issues such as the Inter-American Development Bank, the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), the Carter Center, International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES), the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Dutch Institute of Multi-party Democracy, the Inter-American Network for Democracy, and the International Institute for Governance of Cataluña, among others. 

Institutional Strengthening and Reform of the Civil Registry

This project by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) seeks to ensure the smooth transition from a manual to an automated system of civil registration in Trinidad and Tobago. The project facilitates the provision of technical support for the management, operational and maintenance elements of an automated civil registry, supported by the government of Trinidad and Tobago with the provision of hardware and software.

IDB

· Having depleted the first edition of the book "Democracies in Development: Politics and Reform in Latin America", the Bank made a second edition of the English version and completed the Spanish translation of the same.  A first edition in Spanish will be completed in April-May 2002.

· The Bank supported and participated in the Second Inter-American Political Parties Forum held in Vancouver, Canada, in December 2002.

· The Bank joined the Advisory Council of the Inter-American Political Parties Forum.

· The Bank participated in the Conference on the Inter-American Democratic Charter organized by the University of British Columbia, in Vancouver, Canada, in November 2002.

· A study was begun on the political party system situation in Central American countries.

· In the draft of the new strategy of Modernization of the State, which is under the consideration of the Board of directors of the Bank, in the chapter on democratic system it proposes that the Bank should stimulate lending and technical activities for the strengthening of the electoral system and of the rule of political parties.

· It was agreed upon with the Unit for the Promotion of the Democracy (UPD) of the OAS, that half of the Bank funds designated to UPD's Program of Democratic Leader Formation, would be devoted exclusively to the training of young party leaders within the framework of the Inter-American Political Parties Forum.

Transparency and Good Governance

OAS

Second Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA)
The Second Plenary Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) took place on February 20-21, 2003 in Panama City, Panama. Over 200 parliamentarians attended the meeting to analyze issues in security and trade. The meeting also addressed progress in the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and the state of democracy and human rights in the continent. 
The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Produce a technical Protocol for the building of the Democratic Observatory Program in Central America (US255,900)
· Strengthen  the internal management of parliaments in the Southern Cone (US59,200)
· Capacity  Building for Electronic Government (US59,000)

IDB

· Bank Management had proposed a change in the information policy of the institution's Board of directors, under which confidentiality was the norm, and information the exception. 

· In January of 2003, in Lima, Peru, the Bank organized a consultative meeting with the region's civil society organizations, Caribbean nation delegates actively participating, on the projects of the Bank and it's policies and procedures.

· A thorough consultation was completed with civil society organizations on 7 new Bank strategies: Sustainable Economic Growth, Poverty Reduction and Promotion of Equity, Modernization of the State, Environment, Competitiveness, Social Development and Regional Integration. These strategies will be considered by the Institution's Board of directors in the second trimester of 2003.
· Regional Policy Dialogue on Public Management and Transparency of Public Policy: November 15, 2002, the 3rd Meeting of the network took place.

· A technical cooperation is being prepared for the support of civil society organizations.  The Bank will lend US$150,000 in support of the "Civil Society Strategy for the follow-up to the Quebec Agenda".

Democratic Governance Support Program

a)  Loans

 The Bank approved nine loans for a total of US$126 million:

· A project was approved for a total of US$28 million with the objective of contributing to the modernization of the state and the decentralization in Peru.  Additionally, another project with the goal of aiding public management development was approved to Peru for a total of US$5 million.

· The Bank approved a loan of US$10 million to Panama for a program that will assist the development of fiscal management in three areas: the modernization of the system of tax administration, which includes imports and customs; the extension of financial management throughout the public sector; and the strengthening of the National System of Public Investment. 

· A loan was approved to Bolivia for a total amount of US$5 million, intended to be an institutional boost for foreign trade. The specific goal is to modernize and strengthen the capacity of the Department of Foreign Trade and Investment and other government agencies and private institutions in the sector.

· The Bank approved a loan to Nicaragua aimed at supporting an effective trade policy, and promoting exports and foreign investment.

· A loan was approved to Honduras a total of US$30 million with the goal of continuing to support the institutional modernization and judicial reform already in progress.  The project was based on the criteria of speed, equity, and transparency, with the hopes of guaranteeing access to justice for all social classes and ethnicities.
· The Bank approved other three loans for a total amount of US$38.5 million to support the trade sector in Trinidad and Tobago, the pension reform in the Dominican Republic, and the financing of population, housing, and agricultural surveys in Guatemala and Surinam.

b)  Technical Cooperations

31 technical cooperations for a total of US$13 million:

· 2 technical cooperations with Ecuador were approved for the strengthening of the justice sector, specifically the area of financial justice. 

· 2 technical cooperations were approved to Mexico in order to improve access to credit and meet international accounting standards.  The technical cooperations were approved for US$3.7 million.

· A technical cooperation was approved in Haiti to raise the efficiency and effectiveness of the Haitian Government in the management of the economic policies, and in particular, the management of the public estate.

· The Bank approved a technical cooperation to Nicaragua aimed at supporting local and regional development. The project contains two components: (1) Improvement of the municipal financing system; (2) Improvement of information on public investment and the strengthening of inter-institutional coordination.

· 2 technical cooperations were approved to Paraguay, for a total amount of $US850,000, designed to contribute to the mission fulfillment and efficient performance of the Public Defender, and to support civil society organizations.

· The Bank approved another 3 technical cooperations to Guatemala for a total of $US735,000 for the modernization of the Department of Finance, the citizen security, and the support to the national commission for transparency.

· 3 technical cooperations were approved to Honduras for a total of $US450,000 for the modernization of the information system, the institutional strengthening of the social sector, and the strengthening of the budgetary system.. 

· A technical cooperation was approved to Jamaica for the modernization of the Institute of Statistics.

· To the Dominican Republic, 2 technical cooperations were approved for decentralization and the revamping of the internal tax system.

· The Bank approved 3 technical cooperations to Guyana for a total of US$1.75 million. The projects are geared toward the preparation of the financial sector management program, the strengthening of the Auditor, and of the system of investment administration.

· A US$500,000 project was approved to strengthen the civil society network in Chile.

· 2 technical cooperations were approved to El Salvador for the program supporting trade negotiations and financial sustainability. 

· The Bank approved a project to Surinam for the institutional strengthening of debt management. 

· Another 2 regional technical cooperations were approved for the strengthening of trade in Central America and the Andean community. 

· A technical regional cooperation was approved for a comparative analysis of the modernization of the state in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay. 

· Another 4 technical cooperations were approved for the strengthening of the justice network, risk management associated with under-employment and home and population surveys.
Fight Against Corruption
OAS
Third Meeting of Experts on the Follow Up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

The Third Meeting of Experts on the Follow Up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption took place on February 10-13, 2003 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Experts met to analyze the evaluation process designed to measure the progress in the fight against corruption in the hemisphere and the advances in the implementation of the Convention by member countries. To date, 28 out of the 34 member countries of the OAS have ratified the treaty, which commits them to adopt concrete actions against corruption. In this meeting, the experts agreed to adopt, at each country's discretion, Argentina's analysis report, which will serve as a guide for the country reports, within the framework of the first round of analysis where the reports of Colombia, Paraguay, and Nicaragua will be considered. The next experts meeting scheduled to be held on July 14- 18, 2003. 

IDB

· In January of 2003, "Initiatives for Increasing Transparency and Preventing Corruption” was published.  It is a work by Dr. Roberto de Michele that was comprised of a series of specific initiatives to be incorporated into Bank projects. 

· Documents are being prepared in the area of Corruption and the Health Sector to be presented at the 11th International Anti-Corruption Conference to take place in May, 2003.
Empowering Local Governments

IDB

· During this period, the Sub National Government Strategy, approved in the first semester of 2002, was widely implemented.

· On the occasion of the Bank's Annual Governors' Assembly, in Milan in March, 2003, there was a seminar on Local Governments in the context of the Globalization.

· A credit was approved for the Peruvian government to strengthen the process of decentralization.
2. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for International Standards

OAS

With regard to the ratification of human rights instruments, Guatemala (29 January, 2003), Nicaragua (25 November, 2002) and Paraguay (22 October, 2002) deposited the instrument of ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities, bringing to eleven the number of state parties to this Convention. Canada was the first country to become a state party to the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, depositing the instrument of ratification on November 28, 2002.


On March 1, 2003, the IACHR held a “Working Session on the Implementation of International Human Rights Commitments and Standards in the Inter-American System”.  During the working session, more than 70 representatives of OAS member states heard from 15 independent experts and governmental authorities on human rights commitments, and had an opportunity to ask questions and exchange views with them.
Strengthening Human Rights System

OAS

In accordance with the commitment undertaken at the Quebec Summit to strengthen the Inter-American system of human rights, the OAS member countries substantially increased the funds allocated to support the IACHR activities. Permanent Council Resolution 831/02 appropriated six hundred thousand dollars (US$600,000) to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to support its on-site visits, the work of its special Rapporteurs, its unit on human rights defenders, and the publication of its documents. 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights held its 117th regular session from February 19 to March 7, 2003. During the sessions, the Commission continued its consideration of numerous individual petitions and cases in which violations are alleged of the human rights protected by the American Convention, the American Declaration, and other inter-American instruments.  It adopted a total of 41 reports on individual cases and petitions.  In addition, the Commission issued 5 precautionary measures pursuant to Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure.
 

  

  During the week of February 24 to 28, 2003, the Inter-American Commission held 52 hearings.  Those that refer to individual cases and petitions addressed issues of admissibility, the merits, friendly settlement, and follow-up.  Other hearings were held to receive general information on the human rights situation in a given country, or on one or another subject that comes under the purview of the IACHR.  In addition, the IACHR heard from civil society organizations and officials of the Governments who presented information on the situation of violence against women.  

 Since its previous regular session, the IACHR has referred four applications to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. During the same period, it has submitted four requests for provisional measures seeking protection for various individuals.
The next regular session of the IACHR will be held at OAS headquarters October 7 to 24, 2003.

IDB

On the list of Technical Regional Cooperation submitted to the Board of directors for consideration in 2003, there is a Technical Cooperation being considered for the Inter-American Institute on Human rights (IIHR) titled Justice Access and Human Rights Protection Program of Indigenous Communities.
Migration

OAS

In monitoring the situation of migrant workers and their families, the Rapporteurship closely followed developments in the area of migration throughout the Americas. 

As has become customary, the Rapporteurship of Migrant Workers and their Families closely tracked political debate and any changes in legislation and migratory control measures growing out of it. The Rapporteurship certainly does not question the right of states to boost efforts to assure the safety of their people or the timeliness of current efforts. This notwithstanding, the Rapporteurship is worried about the implementation of any measures that may erode the fundamental rights of migratory workers and their families. With this concern in mind, the Rapporteurship collaborated in the preparation of the IACHR Report on Terrorism and Human Rights. The Rapporteurship also devoted time to monitoring the development of other pressing issues, inter alia, smuggling and trafficking of persons and the effects of political and economic crises on migration flows in the Americas.  
With respect to the Summit mandate regarding the need to promote cooperation with specialized international organizations, the Rapporteur, Juan  Méndez, participated in the “Hemispheric Conference on International Migration: Human Rights and Trafficking of Persons in the Americas,” held in Santiago de Chile from November 20 to 22, 2002. The conference was jointly sponsored by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 

Similarly, as part of its efforts to study migration law in the region, the Rapporteurship continued to work on a joint study on comparative migration law with the Law School of Vilanova University.  

ECLAC

CELADE/ECLAC Population Division is working on the integration of the socio-demographic dimension in development policies, programs and projects.  These efforts have focused on aspects related to international migration.  Between October 2002 and March 2003, ECLAC concentrated its work on the organization of the Hemispheric Conference on International Migration: Human Rights and the Traffic in Persons in the Americas, in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and seven other international agencies.  The Conference took place at the ECLAC headquarters in Santiago, Chile, on November 20-22, 2002, and was attended by government representatives of ECLAC member countries, along with experts from international organizations, the academic world, and civil society institutions involved in the issue of international migration.

The Conference fulfilled three resolutions. Resolution 56/203 of the 2001 United Nations General Assembly, which calls for the United Nations system and other inter-governmental organizations to support and cooperate in the processes and activities regarding international migration; and ECLAC Resolutions 590(XXIX) and 592(XXIX), approved at the Twenty-ninth session period of 2002.  The Conference also fell under ECLAC’s mandate to follow-up on international migratory trends in Latin America and the Caribbean, and their relationship with development, as well as under the IOM’s mandate to deal with international migration issues.  

The report and conclusions as well as summaries on selected topics of the Conference, are under preparation in consultation with Governments. CELADE/ECLAC Population Division continued participating in its capacity of observer organization, in two intergovernmental dialogue forums on migration in the region: The Regional Conference on Migration (Puebla process) and the South American Conference on Migration.  ECLAC provided assistance to both forums, proposing initiatives for the respective action plans and cooperating through the execution of joint tasks with IOM.  One of these tasks is project SIEMCA (Statistical Information System on Migration in Central America), launched by the Regional Conference on Migration.  Its main objective is to contribute to a better understanding of migratory processes in order to facilitate the adoption of policies. ECLAC also published a document on migration in the seven countries of the Central American Isthmus, titled “Uso de los datos censales para un análisis comparativo de la migración internacional en Centroamérica,” and published in the Population and Development series, no. 31, LC/L.1828-P.
Human Rights of Women

OAS

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) established its Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women in 1994 in order to renew its commitment to ensuring that the rights of women are fully respected and ensured in each member state. The current work program of the Rapporteurship is designed to address a priority challenge for the rights of women throughout the Hemisphere: how to ensure women effective access to justice, particularly women who have been subjected to violence.

The Commission is currently processing a substantial number of individual petitions that deal with alleged human rights violations with gender-specific causes and consequences. During its 116th regular period of sessions (October, 2002), the Commission convened hearings addressing: the status of the right of women to be free from discrimination, and the situation in Ciudad Juárez.

On-site visit to Ciudad Juárez, Mexico
On February 12 and 13, 2002, Special Rapporteur Marta Altolaguirre carried out the Rapporteurship’s first on site visit, to examine the situation of violence against women in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. On December 13, 2002, the report prepared by the Special Rapporteur presenting her findings and recommendations on the situation in Ciudad Juárez was approved by the Commission.  That report was prepared on the basis of the information gathered during the on-site visit, as well as subsequent follow-up activities.

The Rapporteurship goes on-line
In the fall of 2002, with the assistance of the Executive Secretariat, the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women was able to create a space in the Commission’s web page specifically dedicated to the work of the Rapporteurship and the Commission in the area of women’s rights. It contains information on the Rapporteurship’s mandate, activities and initiatives, the Rapporteurship’s reports, and provides a list and links to all the IACHR case reports and chapters of country reports that specifically deal with the rights of women.

On November 4, 2002, the Commission and its Rapporteurship were represented in the panel discussion “Género y Acceso a la Justicia en Perú: Un Diálogo de Aprendizaje.” This was a “distance-learning dialogue” organized by the World Bank, with video-conference participation from Washington, D.C., Lima, Peru and Geneva, Switzerland.  

Human Rights of Children and Adolescents
OAS

Various on-site visits and workshops have taken place in order to promote the mechanisms offered by the Inter-American system to protect the rights of children. These workshops were held in Paraguay, Guatemala, Honduras, Peru and Mexico, with the participation of government officials and defenders of the human rights of children. 

OAS / Inter-American Children's Institute (INN)

The IIN is working to promote the ratification of the Optional Protocols and the adjustment of the Inter-American Conventions on Private International Law (CIDIP) to the doctrine and mandates of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as developing a series of prototypes for legal norms on Articles 23, 32, 33, 34, 37 and 40 on the Convention.

Freedom of Opinion and Expression

OAS

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression receives information through its informal hemispheric network on the status of freedom of expression in member States.  Information is submitted by various organizations monitoring this right, journalists and other sources.  In cases considered to involve a serious violation of freedom of expression, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issues press releases about the information it has received, expresses its concern to the authorities, and makes recommendations for reinstating this right.  In other cases, the Office of the Special Rapporteur directly contacts government authorities to obtain further information and/or to request that the government take measures to rectify the harm that has been inflicted.
3.  Justice, Rule of Law and Security of the Individual

Access to Justice

OAS

Constitutional Reform in Saint-Vincent and the Grenadines: The IACD is executing a project to support nation building and the institutions of good governance by reforming the constitution of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

IDB

· Publication "IDB Experience in Justice Reform: Lessons Learned and Elements for Policy Formulation". 

· A loan was approved to improve the citizen security in the Sulia Valley, Honduras.
Global Legal Information Network (GLIN)

Prior to the period October 2002-March 2003, the GLIN-Central America technical cooperation made substantial advancements through the financing of information structures (GLIN stations) in each of six Spanish-speaking Central American countries, as well as through the training of law makers selected by these countries. The training took place in Panama, and Nicaragua respectively and the GLIN station methodology was taught to the representatives of GLIN-Guatemala, GLIN-El Salvador, GLIN-Honduras, GLIN-Nicaragua, GLIN-Costa Rica, and GLIN-Panama--concluding the initial start of the GLIN stations, and enabling the law makers to work successfully in each legislative body.
At the beginning of 2003, preparation began on the first round of station evaluation being coordinated by the Information Technology for Development Division of the Bank's Department of Sustainable Development (SDS/ICT).  This round is scheduled for May 11-14 of this year in San José, Costa Rica and all station members of GLIN-Central America will participate (Directors, legal analysts, and technology specialists).  The primary objective of this training is to strengthen the GLIN stations, and to establish sub-regional parliamentary dialogue.

Similarly, since the last trimester of 2002, a GLIN-Caribbean Regional Technical Cooperation, which is part of GLIN-Americas regional strategy, has been aimed at creating a sub-regional node of GLIN-Caribbean.  It is anticipated that this technical cooperation will include resources for the development of GLIN stations and training programs for the legislative bodies in the Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad y Tobago, and Belize.  This project will hopefully be approved and initiated in 2003.  

Independence of the Judiciary

WORLD BANK

The Bank's support for public sector reform in Latin American countries also includes financial and judicial systems. Major projects are under way to help countries rebuild and strengthen fragile financial systems affected or threatened by economic, financial and currency crises. In Colombia, Peru, Mexico, Uruguay, Ecuador and Guatemala, the Bank has extended loans amounting to almost $2 billion in support of financial sector reforms. These include addressing the need for stronger bank supervision, deposit insurance requirements, and regulations promoting greater transparency and improved risk assessments—all of which help to increase confidence in banking systems.


The World Bank, with its partners, has supported initiatives to improve access to justice by women in Ecuador and indigenous peoples in Guatemala and Bolivia. In Venezuela, Bank support has strengthened court capacities and civil society participation. In Mexico, Argentina and El Salvador, research results have been applied to address court user problems. Across the region, the Bank has facilitated knowledge exchanges among Latin American Supreme Courts, NGOs and others, as well as regional conferences. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank Institute (WBI) supports dissemination of worldwide best practices to decision-makers in government, the private sector and civil society, by offering distance-learning courses, some of which are now video-streamed on the internet. These have included training for municipal government managers on total quality management, strategic planning, participatory governance, and anti-corruption, among others. Another WBI course, aimed at judges and senior government auditors, provides extensive training in oversight and investigation practices, enabling them to strengthen monitoring systems to check corruption.
Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice

IDB

The Bank has initiated the organization of the Third Conference on Justice and Development to take place in Quito, Ecuador, in July, 2003, with the participation of most of the region's judicial authorities.
Combating the Drug Problem
OAS

XXXII Regular Session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

The XXXII Regular Session of CICAD took place in Mexico City, Mexico on December 2-5, 2003. The purpose of the meeting was to consider the work being done by groups of experts on firearms, pharmaceuticals, money laundering and demand reduction, as well as to examine progress on other specific initiatives currently under way. In addition, representatives approved the Hemispheric Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) Report, and the 34 MEM National Reports for the period 2001-2002.

Country Report Updates - Anti-Drug Progress - CICAD

CICAD has issued new reports evaluating progress against illegal drugs in its 34 member countries and in the region as a whole. The reports, which cover 2001 and 2002, include recommendations on steps each country can take to strengthen its anti-drug efforts. 
ECLAC

Between October 2002 and March 2003, ECLAC developed the following activities:

- Presentation and discussion at the National Drug Control Council (CONACE) of Chile of the study “Diagnostic and proposal of a model for an information system for CDI, CONACE,” in the framework of the “Technical cooperation agreement between the Ministry of Interior and ECLAC.”

-  Inclusion of comments to the study, and finalization of the agreement’s report.

- Submission to CONACE of a technical proposal for the implementation of a second consultancy in the information area.

Transnational Organized Crime

IDB

· An electronic training course in English, Spanish, and Portuguese is being developed with the Organization of the American States (OAS) for the prevention of money laundering. 

· The following projects are in execution: "Support for the Development of Financial Intelligence Units on South America"; "Mutual Evaluation Training for the Financial Action Group of South America", and the "Program for the Prevention and Control of Asset Laundering".
4. Hemispheric Security

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

OAS

V Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas

The V Defense Ministerial of the Americas was held November 19-22, 2002, in Santiago de Chile. The first meeting of Defense Ministers was held in 1995 and subsequently, the Defense Ministers have met every two years to discuss security issues in the hemisphere. The Secretary General of the OAS, Cesar Gaviria and the Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, were invited to attend the Ministerial meeting, in order to increase ties between intergovernmental institutions involved with foreign policy and defense policy in the Hemisphere.

In Santiago, the Ministers discussed a range of issues including: new threats to regional security, cross-border cooperation in the prevention and containment of conflicts, a common standardized methodology for measuring defense expenditures, the role of the Defense Book as a measure of mutual trust, combined forces in peacekeeping operations, experiences in de-mining operation, the contribution of military forces to social development and the role of the armed forces in the event of natural disasters. The Defense Ministers approved the "Declaration of Santiago", which promotes mutual understanding and the exchange of ideas in the field of defense and security. 

Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States 

The Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States was held on January 8-10, 2003 in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Participants included representatives from the 34 member states who discussed the following issues: transshipment of nuclear waste, susceptibility to natural disasters, health threats, economic vulnerability, illicit drug trafficking, corruption, and poverty, among others. The meeting resulted in the approval of four documents: “Draft Confidence- and Security Building Measures to Enhance Security of Small Island States”, “Recommendations to the Special Conference on Security”, “Declaration of Kingston on Security of Small Island States”, and a “Security Management Model for Small Island States”. 

Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region. 
The Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region took place in Miami, Florida on February 2-4, 2003, under the auspices of the OAS. The meeting was held in accordance with a mandate from the Third Summit of the Americas. The purpose of the meeting was to follow-up on the Santiago (1995) and El Salvador (1998) Conferences on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and “to evaluate their implementation and consider next steps towards consolidation of mutual confidence”. 

Experts carried out an evaluation and analysis of the application of confidence- and security-building measures in compliance with mandates from the Santiago and El Salvador Declarations, OAS General Assembly Resolutions, and inventories of measures applied by OAS Member States. Second, experts analyzed transparency measures in the region to evaluate the state of ratification and application of the Inter-American Convention on the Transparency of Conventional Arms Acquisition, the participation in the Conventional Arms Register and the United Nations information mechanism on military expenditures. Furthermore, experts encouraged the participation of States in these instruments and evaluated the effects of confidence- and security-building measures on hemispheric security in general. 

In addition, experts discussed to next steps towards consolidation of mutual confidence through the identification of new measures to confront new threats, concerns and challenges to security in the region. Moreover, participants analyzed future tasks of the OAS in the area of confidence- and security-building measures and best practices for the exchange of information on this subject. 

Finally, delegations adopted the Miami Consensus, which contains conclusions and recommendations on these measures, and also approved the Illustrative List on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for traditional threats as well as new threats, concerns and challenges to security in the region. The meeting also included a discussion with civil society representatives, during which the Latin American Security and Defense Network (RESDAL) presented their recommendations. 

Preparatory meetings for the Special Conference on Security

The OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security has held several preparatory meetings for the Special Conference on Security, which will take place May 6th to 8th in Mexico City, Mexico. The Committee has received contributions for this conference from the following institutions and OAS units: the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin American and the Caribbean (OPANAL), Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Inter-American Committee for the reduction of Natural Disasters, the Inter-American Convention against the Production and Trafficking of Illegal Arms, Ammunitions, Explosives and Other Related Materials, Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE), Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), the United Nations (UN) and more.

PAHO

Landmines

PAHO and the OAS have been cooperating with the international community to prevent and respond to the human damage caused by landmines through the OAS's Comprehensive Action Against Antipersonnel Mines, (AICMA) in Central America.  PAHO has participated in the National De-mining Commission in Nicaragua providing technical assistance in the area of health and victim assistance. On 11 January 1999, Canada, Mexico, and PAHO signed a tripartite agreement to launch a joint initiative in support of antipersonnel mine survivors in Central America.  Activities have been carried out in Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador with the support of Mexico, Canada and PAHO.  Progress reports on this initiative have been presented to the Committee of Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council.  Agreements have been signed with the beneficiary countries of El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua to strengthen national efforts and to improve institutional capacity in order to formulate and implement policies in the area of Landmine Victim’s Assistance.  Four major lines of Action have been developed to achieve this goal.  They include Integration of Community Based Rehabilitation into the primary healthcare networks, extending and strengthening prosthetic and orthotic services with an emphasis on appropriate technology, development of a Disability Information System that compliments pre-existing health information systems, and development and strengthening Socio-economic reinsertion programs for persons with disabilities.  PAHO has also collaborated with the Governments of Ecuador, Peru and Colombia in assessing the needs of landmine victim's assistance in their border.

Fight Against Terrorism

OAS

III Inter American Conference Against Terrorism 
The third regular session of the Inter American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) took place in San Salvador, El Salvador on January 22-24, 2003. The main issues of the meeting were regional cooperation, new threats, and CICTE's Work Plan for 2003. The conference also discussed the creation of intelligence financial units, information recollection activities, development of databases and exchange networks, and the coordination of policies. In the meeting, member states approved the "Declaration of San Salvador for Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight Against Terrorism". This conference also sent some recommendations for the Special Security Conference that will take place in Mexico in May 2003. The objective of this event was to promote the technical support and training of the countries in order to counteract to terrorist threats. Some of the measures that the countries will adopt include the exchange of information to detect and detain people suspected of illicit activities. Representatives from other institutions such as the terrorism division of the United Nations, the Central American System of (SICA), the International Red Cross, The Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), also attended the meeting. 

In compliance with the mandate on hemispheric security, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, during its 116 regular period of sessions, celebrated on October 2002, completed and approved the Report on Terrorism and Human Rights.  The Commission trusts that the report will assist the Member States and other actors interested in the Inter-American system in the planning and implementation of effective antiterrorist initiatives that fully comply with fundamental rights and liberties.

5. Civil Society

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes 

OAS

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat provided technical support to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation of the Permanent Council and coordinated the participation of civil society in the Committee's meetings by assisting with the registration and accreditation process for non-governmental organizations in the Organization of American States (OAS).

At the time of this report, the Committee had held various working sessions with the participating representatives of civil society organizations registered with the OAS, such as Human Rights Watch.  The Committee held a Special Session, which civil society representatives participated in an exchange of opinions and views related to the participation mechanisms in the OAS.  This opportunity also gave civil society organizations a chance to discuss different themes such as hemispheric security, governance and education under the framework of the Summit of the Americas Process. 

At the same time, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat supported and advised the Committee in the preparations of informative documents to promote and facilitate better participation of civil society in the political bodies and technical areas of the OAS.  The Secretariat coordinated the accreditation of 14 civil society organizations into OAS activities, taking into account the “Guidelines for Civil Society Organizations participation in OAS activities.” Currently there are 63 accredited organizations.

With the objective to strengthen civil society relations, the Secretariat maintains a web page on civil society. Also, the Secretariat has built a data base of the non-governmental organizations accredited to the OAS and the organizations that participated in the Summit of the Americas process.  It has also created an e-mail account to strengthen communications with civil society organizations for sending and receiving documents related to this issue.  Finally, in conjunction with the OAS Office of Public Information, the Secretariat produced a special electronic edition of the Americas Forum magazine, to promote the exchange of experiences in civil society participation in multilateral organizations in the hemispheres.
WORLD BANK

A vital element of the Bank's grassroots, community-oriented approach is the effort to engage civil society in developing its lending and knowledge products, especially in the rural, environmental, health, education and social protection sectors, but increasingly in projects in judicial reform and infrastructure as well. Under the aegis of a new framework (www.worldbank.org/laccs), the World Bank is also beginning to engage civil society around the Bank's adjustment and programmatic lending, to provide information on Bank projects to communities so that they can assess their impact and implementation. In Peru, for example, the Bank is backing a government-led effort to provide information on social programs, expenditures and statistics to citizens, to involve them in planning services and budgets at the local and national level, and to strengthen their capacity to monitor and evaluate public services.
IICA

In the last six months IICA has carried out the following main activities in relation to the participation of civil society:

· Implementation of the National Technical Cooperation Agendas in the 34 member countries. Prepared in consultation with key actors of the public and private agricultural sectors, the agendas are designed to help attain the national objectives defined by the countries. 
· Presentation and discussion of the progress reports, entitled “The Contribution of IICA to Agriculture and Development of Rural Communities in (name of country)” to the key actors of the countries. For IICA, this marks the start of a new style of accountability to civil society, in line with the Summits call for openness and transparency.

· Work in several countries of the Caribbean with chapters of regional private sector and civil society organizations: the Caribbean Agri-Business Association (CABA), the Caribbean Network of Rural Women Producers (CNRWP) and the Caribbean Council of Higher Education in Agriculture (CACHE). 

IICA is supporting regional integration processes related to agriculture and rural development whose institutional mechanisms involve private sector and civil society organizations, such as: 

· the Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Mexico, Panama and the Dominican Republic (CORECA). IICA serves as the Council’s Secretariat. 

· The Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and the Rural Milieu. The purpose of this mechanism is to permit agribusiness entrepreneurs, the network of rural women, educators and researchers to discuss and reach agreement on joint actions.

PAHO

In follow-up to the Summit of the Americas mandates, the following important sub-regional consultations took place at both the ministerial and higher technical levels:

Joint Collaboration Meeting between PAHO, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cross National Societies and the Ministries of Health of South America 

Following up on the Quebec Summit Declaration, which states that “we will work with all sectors of civil society and international organizations to ensure that economic activities contribute to the sustainable development of our societies”, PAHO organized a follow-up meeting to the one that was held in Antigua, Guatemala, This meeting took place in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, from October 23-25, 2002, and brought together PAHO with representatives of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, as well as representatives of the Red Cross Societies and Ministries of Health of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. The objective of the meeting was to build upon the Central America meeting and improve collaboration among international organizations, government, and civil society, and to identify comparative advantages offered by the Red Cross, PAHO, and the International Federation in supporting public health programs in the Americas. Specific collaborative plans of action were elaborated among the ministries of health, Red Cross, and PAHO to be implemented at the national level in the areas of Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCI), blood safety, HIV/AIDS, and disaster preparedness and mitigation. 

In addition to this sub-regional meeting, PAHO participated on a Red Cross Group of Experts to provide technical input for developing a Red Cross Public Health Strategy for the Americas. This Group of Experts met at PAHO headquarters in Washington, D.C., February 13- 14, 2003, to review the draft strategy which is to be finalized and presented at the XVII Inter American Conference of the Red Cross scheduled to take place in Santiago, Chile, April 23- 25, 2003.
6. Trade, Investment and Financial Stability


Trade and Investment

OAS

On November 1, 2002, the Trade Negotiation Committee (TNC) adopted and made public the document FTAA.TNC/18 containing Guidelines or Directives for the Treatment of the Differences in the Levels of Development and Size of Economies.  In this regard, Trade Ministers “welcomed the guidelines and directives (….)” and instructed the TNC “to ensure that all the negotiating groups, in particular those undertaking market access negotiations, translate these guidelines into specific measures so that they are reflected in the results of the negotiations.”

With regard to the target date of December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA, Trade Ministers instructed the Negotiating Groups to “develop work programs consistent with the timetables for the exchange of initial offers established by the TNC; that is, between 15 December 2002 and 15 February 2003.  We encourage the Groups to present comprehensive offers that contribute effectively to the liberalization of hemispheric trade, taking into account treatment according to the differences in levels of development and size of economies. This will facilitate the review of offers and submission of requests for improvements to offers between 16 February and 15 June 2003. We also remind countries that they should initiate the process for the presentation of revised offers and subsequent negotiations on improvements as of 15 July 2003.” 

The time frame for the FTAA is until January 2005 to conclude negotiations, and until December 2005 for the entry into force of the FTAA.

In accordance with the commitment to transparency assumed at the Santiago and Quebec City of Summits, the second draft of the FTAA Agreement was placed on the official FTAA web page (www.ftaa-alca.org) on November 2, 2002. Ministers instructed the TNC, the Negotiating Groups (NGs) and the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues (TCI) to “achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in each of the draft chapters of the FTAA Agreement.”  The NGs and TCI are instructed to “submit to the TNC, before its 14th meeting a revised version of the chapters for the TNC’s consideration and guidance” and are “instructed to submit a new version of the chapters to the TNC no later than 8 weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.”
The Third Report of the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society in the FTAA Process, was published on the FTAA official website on November 2, 2002. Currently, the status of options to foster broader and more sustained communication with civil society is an agenda item of the Committee. The Tripartite Committee institutions provide technical and analytical support to the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.  At this time the focus of the support work includes preparation of documents before and after the meetings and also attending all the meetings of this Committee in Panama.

To ensure the effective and transparent execution of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP), Trade Ministers mandated that the Tripartite Committee coordinate the activities below and present periodic progress reports to the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies (CGSE):

1. Sessions on lessons learned from prior experiences of countries and the Tripartite Committee in preparation for the participation in negotiations, implementation of trade commitments and adjustment to integration and related technical and financial assistance programs. Other institutions can be invited to attend.

2. Round table discussions between donors and recipients, including early identification of funding requirements.

3. Effective participation in these discussions by representatives of interested parties.

At the 18th meeting of the CGSE on December 5-6, 2002, the Tripartite Committee presented a draft framework for the development of the national and/or sub-regional trade capacity building strategies.

The OAS is working closely with a committee of donor institutions – headed by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) – to help the Central American countries prepare for the U.S. Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) negotiations, fulfill their obligations and reap the benefits of the agreement. Already in this context, the OAS has assisted the governments of El Salvador and Honduras in producing its National Action Plan for Trade Capacity Building (TCB). Each country has formulated similar plans as the basis for attracting financial and technical assistance.

The OAS Trade Unit organized the event:  “Trade Seminar: Integrating the Americas.” (NetAmericas) which took place on November 20-21, 2002 in Washington, D.C and was oriented to trade experts and academics of the region. Also, the IDB-INTAL, supported by IDB, OAS and ECLAC in cooperation with Universidad del Pacifico organized the   “III Academic Colloquium on the FTAA.”  in Quito, Ecuador on October 25, 2002..

The OAS is channeling its assistance through its Trade Unit and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), among other subsidiary bodies, as well as through specialized organizations such as the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Inter-American Commission for Women, and the Pan-American Development Foundation.

Through the IACD, the OAS offers non-refundable technical cooperation to member states to finance projects and activities within eight priority areas of hemispheric development: economic diversification and integration, trade liberalization and market access; education; sustainable development; social development and creation of productive employment; democracy; scientific development, and exchange and transfer of technology; sustainable development of tourism and culture.

The OAS / IACD has approved US$ 1.3 million in non-refundable cooperation in Central America in 2003 for activities ranging from strengthening the agro-industrial clusters of countries, to enhancing the trade-related capacities of the negotiating teams and the productivity and competitiveness of the micro- and small enterprises, to improving port security.
At the Ninth Meeting of the Trade Negotiations Committee, Vice-Ministers decided that the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies (CGSE) would do the follow-up on technical cooperation and assistance provided for the implementation of business facilitation measures.  This issue is currently an agenda item of the CGSE.  They also decided that the TNC Chair, with the support of the Tripartite Committee, will do the follow up on the level of implementation of the business facilitation measures over time.

The Tripartite Committee continues to allocate funds to support FTAA Administrative Secretariat through various mechanisms for a total of $ 3.115.000

The OAS (Trade Unit/SICE) manages the Document Dissemination Facility (Secure Site) on behalf of the Tripartite Committee as part of their support to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat; furthermore it manages the FTAA Official Site in coordination with the Tripartite Committee institutions.
The Tripartite Committee has participated in Missions to Mexico and supports the FTAA Chair, the TNC Subcommittee on Budget and Administration and the Government of Mexico in preparations for the realocation of the Administrative Secretariat site to Mexico in February 2003.

Dialogue in support of member states on the FTAA and environmental sustainability.
As requested by its National Focal Points, the Inter–American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA) is coordinating a joint effort with the World Resources Institute, the University of Miami North-South Center, the International Center on Economic Policy, the Environmental and Natural Resources Foundation, the Peruvian Society on Environmental Law, and the Tulane Institute for Environmental Law and Policy, among others, to develop a sound technical analysis of the environmental impact of free trade expansion in the region and identify solutions to the challenge of sustainable development. 

Country studies have been undertaken in collaboration with national environmental officials and non-governmental experts.  The methodology centers on identifying high-growth sectors with a high potential impact on the environment and evaluating how existing legal and institutional frameworks address that impact.  Policy alternatives are then analyzed to manage and minimize potential environmental impact in the domestic and regional context. Drafts have been developed for Argentina and Brazil and will be released for peer review in March 2003.  Country studies for the remaining MERCOSUR countries, Paraguay and Uruguay, and for two or more Central American countries, will begin in early 2003.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

Program to develop capacities in the trade area of the Americas (US 125,00): Develop and strengthen trade-related human capacity building in countries of the region, particularly in smaller economies, in order to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process. In so doing, the project focuses on the trade related priorities established by CIDI and aims at fulfilling the mandates of the OAS General Assembly and the Summit of the Americas process in the area of trade.

Trade Study - Frontier between northern Peru and Southern Ecuador (US 52,780): The objective of the study is to analyze the current situation of trade on the frontier between Peru and Ecuador, due to a lack of sufficient elements to recognize the magnitude of such activity in the economic and social field, in addition to be capable to design promotion and development instruments.

ECLAC

As member of the OAS/IDB/ECLAC Tripartite Committee, ECLAC has continued to contribute to the process of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) by providing support to the Chair, to the Trade Negotiations Committee, and the Negotiating Groups and Committees.

In particular, in its capacity of leading institution, ECLAC has supported the Negotiating Group on Competition policy, the Committee of Government Representatives on Civil Society Participation, and the Consultative Group on Small Economies.  To the latter, ECLAC has provided support in the design and implementation of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program.  ECLAC also provided support to the Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce.  Furthermore, it continued to support the Administrative Secretariat.

WORLD BANK

The World Bank is supporting efforts by Central American countries to ensure that a free trade agreement with the United States fulfills its potential to reduce poverty. The Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) will offer opportunities for to boost long-term growth, create jobs and reduce poverty. But to realize this potential, CAFTA must be accompanied by government policies to enhance productivity growth and address possible short-term social dislocations. 

The World Bank is supporting projects which help to increase competitiveness of the  private sector to take advantage of the opportunities that international trade offers, and providing advisory support to address the policy challenges to use CAFTA’s potential to reduce poverty.  Specifically, the Bank is currently undertaking a study of strategic CAFTA-related issues that emerged in consultations held across the region.  Other critical areas of support include the strengthening of governance and institutions. Projects on this front include judicial modernization in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, support for anti-corruption efforts in Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua as well as public sector modernization and institutional development in Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador.
CABEI

CABEI, together with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), has developed the Human Resource Training Program in Central American Regional Integration (PROFICA), which, according to the needs of the countries, has focused on giving courses and seminars about trade negotiations.

Along the same lines, CABEI has granted non-reimbursable cooperation to the Central American countries in order to support the negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement with the United States. 

Also worth noting is the decisive role that CABEI is this playing in the execution of the Puebla Panama Plan (PPP). It is part of the group of regional and international institutions that support the Plan and has also financed programs and projects generated by it.
IICA

IICA’s main actions in this area are as follows: 

· Development of capabilities for the trade negotiations, helping the countries to modernize their organization and operations in order to comply with the standards and procedures of the WTO and free trade agreements.

· Modernization of agricultural trade systems, providing technical assistance for the organization of the Bolivian Commodity Exchange; the promotion and launching of Chile’s Agricultural Commodity Exchange and Mexico’s National Agricultural Market; the development of the Clearinghouse of Colombia’s Agricultural Commodity Exchange; the production of manuals for the supervision and regulation of the exchange in Costa Rica; the training of brokers at Venezuela’s exchange; the negotiating of tariff quotas at El Salvador’s exchange; the modernization and launching of Guatemala’s exchange; and the preparation of the operating strategy of Panama’s exchange. 

· Strengthening of agrifood chains, providing training for personnel from the public and private sectors in Panama and Honduras in the concept and methodology of agrifood chains as diagnostic and analytical tools, and as a means of reaching consensus on joint actions among the actors in the chains.

· Training in innovative types of alternative financing for agricultural production and marketing in Argentina; new administrative and operating systems applied to silos for collecting, handling and packing and storing grains in Venezuela; the use of import quotas as a means of guaranteeing the consumption of the national harvest in El Salvador; and the development of rural markets in origin as a means of increasing the negotiating capacity of small and medium-scale producers in the Peruvian Highlands.

· Support for the private sector in agribusiness matters in Costa Rica and El Salvador, through the implementation of the “Export Platforms: Creating Exporters” program. This program contributed to the modernization of 68 small and medium-sized agrifood enterprises, equipping them with basic tools for developing or improving their capacity to export. Activities to promote and organize the program in Honduras, Nicaragua, and Ecuador also got under way.
· Monitoring of the performance and outlook for agriculture and trade in the Americas, through indicators and databases related to production, trade, prices and social accounting matrices.
· Improvement of national and regional agricultural health and food safety programs. Work was also carried out related to: (i) the analysis and implementation of the World Trade Organization’s SPS Agreement, facilitating the participation of 57 experts from Latin America and the Caribbean in the Meeting of the WTO’s SPS Committee; and (ii) in the consolidation of the AgroHealth Information Platform. 
· Strengthening of strategic partnerships with related international organizations. With Codex Alimentarius, to monitor and implement the Strategic Plan for the Latin America and Caribbean region; with the Southern Cone Plant Protection Committee (COSAVE), for institution building activities and the coordinating secretariat; with the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) (Project on Meat Productivity, Quality, Safety and Trade); with FAO/IPPC (Support for the Technical Consultation for Latin America and the Caribbean on Sanitary Measures); and with the Program to Establish Areas Free of the Fruit Fly in Central America, to evaluate the institutional capabilities of agricultural health and food safety systems.
IDB

· The Bank grants assistance to the Administrative Secretariat of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (ALCA) by financing a regional technical cooperation as well as technical support.  A new regional technical cooperation for the Puebla, Mexico phase of the Secretariat was also approved early 2003.

· The Bank, in the context of the Tripartite Committee, offers uninterrupted technical support to Negotiation Groups of Negotiation, and other entities involved in the construction of the ALCA, by means of a regional technical cooperation. In particular, the Bank supports to the Negotiation Groups of Negotiation in terms of market access, agriculture, and Public Sector purchases. Also, together with other institutions of the Tripartite Committee, the Bank offers technical support to the Negotiation Group on Investment, to the Technical Committee of Institutional Matters, to the Consultative Group on Small Economies, to the Committee of Governmental Representatives on civil society participation, to the committee of trade negotiations and its administrative and budgetary subcommittee, and to the meeting of Ministers responsible for hemispheric trade.

· Within the context of the Tripartite Committee, the Bank is supporting the ALCA’s Hemispheric Cooperation Program.

· The Bank finances regional activities designed to broaden the ALCA to include more of the hemisphere’s civil society.  In this context, the bank financed a regional meeting in December, 2002 with the Andean civil society network on the topic of the ALCA.

· At the request of the countries, the Bank has supported technical workshops regarding the Hemispheric Database, and the analysis of tax-exempt offers in the area of market access. 

· The Bank supports negotiations of a Free Trade Agreement between Central America and the United States through the coordination of technical and financial assistance efforts of donor countries and organizations.  

· Within the framework of the Plan Puebla Panama (PPP) supported by the Bank, an Indigenous Peoples component has been added to all eight initiatives. Major projects approved by the Bank include: the creation of a training information system, the prevention of AIDS in mobile populations, the modernization of customs and boarder control, the harmonization of organic sanitation measures, the expansion of electrical service throughout Central America (SIEPAC), and the improvement of the highways of Mesoamerica and the Mayan world (RICAM). There are as many projects in the pipeline. 

· The Bank published the Economic and Social Progress Report 2002, which analyzes the impact of the ALCA using a calculable general balance model.

· The Bank supports the South American Regional Infrastructure Integration initiative (IIRSA). The Bank grants technical support and maintains an Administrative Secretariat in the Institute for the Integration of Latin America and the Caribbean (INTAL), in Buenos Aires. 

· Four new loans designed to facilitate trade were approved to: Trinidad and Tobago, Nicaragua, Bolivia and Peru.

· The Bank organized a meeting of distinguished scholars in Uruguay to analyze the relevance of the ALCA for development and another two conferences with the Colombian private sector to discuss the impact of the ALCA and the country's readiness to negotiate.   

· The Bank organized presentations of the Free Trade Agreement between the United States and Chile, as well as discussion groups to analyze the liberalization of agricultural trade within the framework of the ALCA, the World Trade Organization (WTO), and other agreements. 

· The Bank financed a seminar for the Ministers of Finance of the Andean countries on the fiscal effects of free trade. 

· A meeting of Vice-Ministers of Trade was financed within the Regional Policy Dialogue to discuss progress made under the Doha Agenda and their implications for the ACLA, commercial negotiations, and civil society. 

· The Bank completed other activities related to trade and integration in the areas of institutional strengthening, policy research, and support to regional initiatives, seminars, and training workshops. 

Regional Infrastructure Integration Initiative (IIRSA)

The Infrastructure and Financial Markets Division of the Sustainable Development Department (SDS/IFM) has prepared a series of documents that identify problems of implementing transnational projects.  The studies address the problems of program selection and evaluation and of regulatory coordination, as well as the design and distribution of the financial weight of countries and the projects’ plans for governance.  At the same time, a work is in progress that identifies the obstacles to integration of the air transport market in the Southern Cone.  

Plan Puebla-Panama

SDS/IFM has supported Regional Department 2 in the development of projects to promote integration in the area of Plan Puebla-Panama, specifically in the integration of electrical energy markets and major highway transport. 

Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI)

SDS/IFM has supported the activities of the WHTI, in particular its Executive Committee.  SDS/IFM is lending support to the next meeting of Transportation Ministers scheduled for May 2003.
Economic and Financial Stability

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Evaluation of the Conformity, Accreditation and Quality to prepare American Countries to achieve the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas, FTAA, by 2005 (US217,445).

· Inter-American Port Security Training (US431,667)

· Benchmarking Among Small Manufacturers in the Agro and Food Processing Industries in Trinidad and Tobago (US40,450)
· Export Promotion; Trade and Economic Integration in Grenada (US53,000)

· Consumer Services Administration Institutional Strengthening / Staff Development in Saint-Kitts-Nevis (US 30,000)

· International Economic Negotiations and Diplomacy to the Service of Integration in Latin America and the Caribbean (US 66,000)

WORLD BANK

Lending to sub-national governments has emerged as a major new Bank activity in Latin American countries. The Bank is helping Argentina's Catamarca, Córdoba and Santa Fe provinces, to reform public finance and administration to ensure that decentralized health care, education, and public safety services are of high quality and accessible to the poor. In Mexico, the Bank has supported the federal government's efforts to facilitate structural reforms in the country's states, including a fast-disbursing loan to the Estado de México, the most populous of Mexico's 32 states. This followed support to the federal government to help sub-national governments borrow and manage debt, ensure transparency on federal transfers to lower levels of government, and improve intergovernmental coordination. On the policy side, support to Mexico has also included a study of challenges inherent in devolving responsibilities to state and municipal governments, including analysis of taxation, transfer payments, and dispute settlement mechanisms. This study was followed by the publication of a wide-ranging analysis by Bank experts of Mexico's development challenges, Mexico: A Comprehensive Development Agenda for the New Era prepared for, and at the request of, the Mexican government.
IDB

a) Improvement of Accounting and Auditing Standards

i)
Manual on the implementation of international accounting standards in Latin America and the Caribbean.  This manual has been prepared with the objective of raising interest in this topic and providing guidelines to develop a strategy that would contribute to the improvement of information access and financial transparency.
ii)
Two working Papers have been prepared on the implementation of international accounting and auditing standards in El Salvador (November 2002) and Panama (November 2002).

b) Principles of Bank Supervision

i) Seminar "Progress Report on Preparations of the New Agreement of the Capital of Basilea". The event, under the joint auspices of the IDB, The Association of Bank Superintendencies of the Americas (ASBA), and the Federation of Latin American Banks (FELABAN), activities relating to the New Agreement were discussed, as well as the regional preparation of the regulators and the regulated, and the challenges that confront the successful execution of the New Agreement's recommendations (January 2003). 

ii)
A Working Paper on the New Agreement of the Capital of Basilea has been prepared and it focuses on the differences between the standard approach and that based on internal qualifications (November 2002).

c) Principles on Securities Activities

Within the framework of the agreement of understanding between the Inter-American Development Bank and the Inter-American Federation of Securities Firms (FIDES), signed in August of 2002, joint efforts between the two have been made in order to optimize the organizations’ work in diverse activities, including those having to do with the evaluation of the application and development of international regulation guidelines, basic principles, standards, transparency and other activities geared toward the modernization and strengthening of supervisory bodies in the region’s countries.  

d) Regional Forum of Financial Policies

After completing two meetings in this forum, which attracted the region’s foremost policy makers, a third meeting was prepared.  This next meeting, which is scheduled for mid-year, will focus on Corporate Governance.  

· The document “Principles and Practices of Micro finances Regulation and Supervision” was published with the objective of responding to growing demand for principles and directives on the regulation and supervision of micro finances.  This publication is aimed toward the bank supervision authorities that wish to establish a regulatory and supervisory framework for micro finances, or those whose duty it might be to develop such a framework.  

· The document “Debt Indicators for Micro finance Institutions" was published based on a common set of indicators established between the IDB, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Consultative Group to Assist the Poorest (CGAP), Microrate, and other agencies, with the objective of offering a guide for the use of financial and institutional indicators measuring debt and risk of micro finance institutions. 
7. Infrastructure and Regulatory Environment

Telecommunications

OAS

In 2002, CITEL and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) published the 2nd edition of the basic reference book, Telecommunications Policies for the Americas (the “Blue Book”), with the aim to provide updated background information and a comprehensive overview of factors that Governments may need to consider when developing telecommunications policy and the supportive legislative/regulatory framework. CITEL has been working to produce an updated edition of the “Blue Book”, which is due for December 2003. In-depth consideration of the following issues will be included in this new version of the Blue Book: Competition policies; Spectrum Management; Interconnection: lessons learned/best practices, case studies and recommendations; Universal Service; Regulatory structure (requirements for independency, Administrative procedures, etc); Regulatory issues posed by the convergence of technologies and services; Broadband access issues; Internet governance.

The increase in the number of regulatory bodies in the member states has meant that assistance to such bodies in the form of training has become a priority CITEL activity.  In 2002, pursuant to resolution COM/CITEL RES. 125 (X-01), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission sponsored four training courses (divided into 13 groups of participants so that optimum benefit would be derived from the courses) utilizing the budgetary allocation for fellowships for 2001 and 2002. This task has been successfully accomplished thanks to the excellent support provided to CITEL by the ITU’s Center of Excellence for the Americas. 2002 was the first time distance education courses were offered by CITEL. Six distance learning courses and four conventional training programs are planned to be delivered in 2003, in close coordination with the ITU’s Center of Excellence for the Americas, to about 300 telecommunications professionals in the hemisphere.

CITEL has undertaken the task of establishing a Management Information System for the implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) in the Americas. In 2002, CITEL staff developed an information management system that is able to store and retrieve the extensive amount of information required by this agreement. CITEL participants decided that the information collected as part of the implementation process would be made available to everyone through the CITEL web site. It is anticipated that the database will be on line in April 2003. Appropriate liaison is being conducted with sub regional organizations in Central America and the Caribbean for organizing seminars and workshops aimed to raise awareness of government authorities and industry leaders on the positive aspects of joining the Inter American MRA and which kind of action is required from each country’s Administration for doing so.

New studies and recommendations are being made on universal services in the Americas, recognizing that new concepts in universal service/access include citizen access to information, not just to basic telephone services.  Studies and best practice documents are being developed in the area of funding mechanisms for the rendering of universal services that can assure ample and unrestricted access of all sectors of the population to information and knowledge.  All this will be contained within a revised edition of the book, Universal Services in the Americas, to be released on the 2nd half of 2003.

CITEL, realizing the importance of distance education to the peoples of the hemisphere has developed and distributed a handbook on Tele-education in the Americas and has initiated a program to prepare a similar reference book on Tele-medicine. Also, there are two committees in CITEL working to promote broad access to the Internet; one dealing with the necessary standards for interoperability of networks over which the Internet operates and the other with the necessary protocols for wide spread access to new services.

In recent years the OAS Member States have expanded the utilization of systems using VSAT-type terminals and the implementation of VSAT networks is an integral part of various development programs aimed at modernization and growth of telecommunications infrastructures. With the advent of higher functionality and lower costs, VSAT systems can now support a broad range of services and applications such as: distance learning, telemedicine, rural telecommunications, corporate networks, and Internet connection. Taking into account the increased importance of VSAT solutions for the region, in 1999 CITEL established a web site that serves as a repository of information on the different criteria, licensing procedures, application forms and other formalities required by telecommunication Administrations in the Americas for authorizing the operation of VSAT terminals and networks in their respective jurisdictions.     Based upon such input data, a report containing a comparison of the different VSAT licensing regime in the Americas was prepared by CITEL and subsequently circulated to the OAS Member States for their review. CITEL is now striving to develop recommendations and best practices that could assist Administrations in developing or simplifying national procedures.

CITEL's handbook on Universal Service is being updated; the cooperative agreement with European Standards Organization is directed towards agreement on standards for new services; Guidelines on interconnection policy have been prepared and distributed; and a database on spectrum usage in the Americas has been developed to assist in the spectrum management activities of the member countries.

CITEL is seeking to strengthen its activities regarding seeking voluntary funding to augment its budget so that the additional mandates emanated from the Agenda for Connectivity and its associated Action Plan may be carried out. Voluntary funding sources are being sought from both governments and the private sector.
Transport
OAS

The IV Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)
The Fourth Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports was held on December 3-7, 2002 in Montevideo, Uruguay. Over 100 officials, executives, experts, and academics from 22 countries and international organizations involved in the port sector of the Americas and Spain met to cover a broad CIP work program. The Committee adopted its work plan for 2003 that support the training activities to be undertaken. There was also support for the holding of the Ibero-American Meeting on Port Technology Exchange, to be held in Brazil. Progress in the area of the Cooperation and Mutual Assistance Agreement between Inter-American Port Authorities was also discussed. Thus far, 13 countries have signed this instrument, which will help boost bilateral and multilateral cooperation for the port development among the countries of the Hemisphere.

ECLAC

In relation to maritime transportation, during the Annual IAME (International Association of Maritime Economists) Meeting and Conference, which took place in Panama City on November 13-15, 2002, ECLAC presented studies on “Port Efficiency and International Trade: Port efficiency as a determinant of Maritime Transport Cost” and “The Chilean Maritime Highway.”

CABEI

In December 2002, a US$60.0 million loan was approved for Costa Rica to partially finance the program to complete the South Coast Road Complex.

Energy

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Energizing of Rural Community Centers in the Southern Cone (US130,00)

· Extension of National Program “Aldea Solarnet” in Honduras (US98,000)

· Pilot Project of solar schools in Guatemala (US58,875) 

· Aldeas Solarnet in El Salvador (US89,000)

CABEI

CABEI granted a direct co-financed loan to the private sector of Honduras for US$4.2 million in January 2003 for the partial financing of the Río Blanco Hydroelectric Plant. This consists of the construction and startup of a 5.0 MW hydroelectric power plant located in San Buenaventura, in the municipality of San Francisco de Yojoa, Cortés Department.  In addition, in October 2002 the Bank approved a US$70.0 million loan to the Costa Rican Electricity Institute (ICE) for the partial financing of the project of construction and equipment of the Pirrís Hydroelectric Plant with a generating capacity of 128 MW.  The plant is located near the cities of San Marcos de Tarrazú and San Pablo de León Cortés in San José Province.
8. Disaster Management

OAS

The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment undertook the following projects:

Third Vulnerability Assessment Techniques (VAT III) Workshop as part of the activities of the Inter-American Task Force of the OAS through its Working Group on Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction in Development  (IATF/MDRD)
Programming activities for the workshop held in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, on December 4-5, 2002 were developed in coordination with NOAA/CSC and CDB. Case studies from the Caribbean, Latin America and North America were presented. The objective of the workshop was to identify, present and discuss a variety of natural hazard vulnerability assessment methodologies and their applications, and identify gaps in coverage, particularly from the point of view of present and potential users from the public and private sectors at all levels. The recommendations will be taken into consideration by the sponsoring organizations in their respective institutional contexts, and will be used by OAS in its policy and strategic action initiatives regarding vulnerability assessments and indexing for formal consideration by the countries of the hemisphere.

Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Change (MACC) 

Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Change (MACC) follows the successful CPACC (Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change) Project, which was designed to increase national and regional capacity to monitor sea level and key climatic indicators and to plan for adapting to the effects of global climate change on coastal and marine resources.

MACC aims to integrate climate change and variability into the agendas of the tourism, agriculture, fisheries and infrastructure sectors. The project will refine and disseminate vulnerability assessment methodologies, build regional scenarios and applicable models and work with the private sector and the CDB to promote the use of building codes and incentives for disaster prevention. 

Development of MACC activities and the project's structure and timeline was guided by national, regional and sectoral consultations, culminating in a final MACC preparation workshop in August 2002.

The results of the project preparation process under the MACC PDF-B was integrated into the Project Approval Document which will guide the implementation of the project. The full project was designed based on these findings and the discussions between CARICOM, the World Bank and the countries. The OAS coordinated these inputs as executing agency for the MACC PDF process.

From November 2002 - February 2003 the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment of the OAS was involved in assisting the CARICOM Secretariat in preparing documents required for project effectiveness for the Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Climate Change in the Caribbean (MACC) i.e. the Project Operations Manual, Project Procurement documents and the Project Implementation Plan. The OAS also supported discussions on technical aspects of project implementation i.e. the strengthening of monitoring networks. Work on preparation was conducted from  October 2001 – October 2002. The project will be implemented from April/May 2003 - March 2007 - a period of four years.
Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP)
As part of the Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP), the OAS, the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) and the Disaster Mitigation Facility of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB/DMFC) developed a draft Model National Hazard Mitigation Policy for use in the Caribbean. A Regional Workshop/Policy Dialogue was convened to review and elaborate the draft Model National Hazard Mitigation Policy. This workshop brought together a wide cross section of stakeholders, including government agencies and national disaster organizations from Belize, the British Virgin Islands, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Lucia and St. Kitts & Nevis, as well as representatives from regional institutions and international development agencies. The resulting policy will be used as a basis for establishing national hazard mitigation policies throughout the Caribbean.

ECLAC

During the October 2002-March 2003 period, ECLAC continued to provide support and technical cooperation to countries of the region that are affected by natural disasters, and continued strengthening the evaluative capacity of the region.  

In cooperation with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), ECLAC started the “Program on Information and Indicators for Natural Disasters Management,” a project on vulnerability indicators and the accumulated impact of disasters.

At the December 2002 meeting “The Future of Disaster Risk: Building Safer Cities", organized in Washington by the World Bank and ProVention Consortium, ECLAC presented the new edition of the Manual on the Socio-economic and environmental evaluation of disasters, and distributed more than 100 copies of the Manual in CD-ROM.

In the framework of the memorandum of understanding on natural disasters with the World Bank, ECLAC is preparing capacity-building materials and organizing courses to disseminate the methodology for the evaluation of the socio-economic impact of disasters.  In El Salvador, ECLAC organized a course for countries in the Central American isthmus on methodologies on the topic of droughts.  More than 60 people attended the course.  Other courses are going to be organized in the Caribbean, in the Andean region, in Mexico and in the Southern Cone.

Finally, ECLAC will support the Government of Mexico in the evaluation of damages that ensued from the January 2003 earthquake affecting three states (Colima, Jalisco and Michoacán).  This support was requested by the Governor of Colima, and will be coordinated with CENAPRED (National Centre for the Prevention of Disasters).

WORLD BANK

Recovery from—and preparing for—natural disasters remains a high priority in Central America. In El Salvador, education loans were quickly reprogrammed to finance reconstruction of schools damaged in the two earthquakes of January-February 2001 and, loans were approved in FY2002 to rebuild and restore severely-damaged health facilities.  These programs, of course, follow similar efforts following Hurricane Mitch in 1998.  To reduce the loss of life and property damage caused by natural disasters in the future, the Bank is supporting land-use planning, disaster preparedness and other prevention efforts in Mexico, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, Dominica, Grenada, and St. Vincent & the Grenadines.
PAHO

The member countries have requested and received technical cooperation in the areas of mitigation, preparedness, and response to disasters. Among the most important activities are the organization of regional courses in disaster management, in health and development that took place in Mexico and Jamaica. Scientific publications were produced in mental health and epidemiological surveillance in disasters. Coordination meetings and conferences on disaster mitigation in hospitals were conducted.

PAHO has participated, in the framework of the Inter-American Committee of Disaster Reduction of the OAS, in the preparation of the Inter-American strategic plan for the reduction of vulnerability, management of risk and response to disasters, which should be submitted the General Assembly of the OAS. It participates in addition in the sessions of the International Strategy of Disaster Reduction of the United Nations in representation of the American States.

Regarding work with other agencies, the review of the chapter on the Socioeconomic Impact of Disasters on Health and Water and Sanitation was finalized in coordination with ECLAC, and the preparation of technical documents on disaster mitigation in hospitals was done in coordination with the IDB.

IDB

Efforts have continued to identify and apply financial instruments to the management of risks associated with natural disasters.  In particular, advancement has been made within the framework of the technical cooperation approved last year on “The Practical Application of Financial Instruments to Natural Disasters in Latin America,” including the analysis of three case studies: Chile, El Salvador and Peru.  The studies will be completed in 2003.  A seminar to disseminate the studies’ findings is planned as well.  An additional study is underway that will help guide efforts to reorient Ecuador’s national system of disaster risk management, which focuses on ground transportation infrastructure.

· In the first trimester of 2003, the evaluation of the Bank’s Natural Disasters and Emergencies Policy was initiated.  One of the objectives of the current policy review is to include man-made disasters along with natural disasters in an updated version of Bank policy in the area.
· As a result of the Quebec Summit, and as a part of the current policy review, analysis continues of the financial mechanisms for disaster risk management in the region.  
· In the last trimester of 2002, the Environment Division published a document prepared by Bank specialists "Surviving Disasters: Planning and Financial Protection" (Document ENV-139).  The document identifies planning strategies for investment in prevention and mitigation and in financing of losses due to catastrophic events.   
· In December 2002 the document "Innovative Financial Instruments for Disaster Risk Management" (Document ENV-140/IFM-133), was published.  It identifies a wide range of potential financial instruments, currently in use in more developed countries, which may be applied to Latin America and the Caribbean.  
· The elaboration of a study on three countries (Chile, El Salvador and Peru), The Practical Application of Financial Instruments for Natural Disasters in Latin America, continued with financing, approved in 2002, of US$150,000.  Technical seminars were held in the three countries, as well as a workshop at Bank Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  A seminar is planned for the end of January 2003.  Results of the study will be published in 2003.   
· Further preparation was made toward the realization of a sub regional Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) project, The Development of Insurance Markets for Disaster Risk Management, beneath the umbrella of the Plan Puebla-Panama.
· One of the topics of the Regional Policy Dialogue on Natural Disasters Management meeting held in March 2003 was disaster risk management, specifically at the local level.  
· The writing, editing and publishing of documents continued on national systems of risk management and on financing reconstruction. These topics had been discussed at previous meetings of the Regional Policy Dialogue on Disasters.

· With basis in the evaluation of the Bank’s Emergency Reconstruction Mechanism, a provisional review of the framework document was undertaken in 2002. 
· The execution of two emergency programs were initiated to respond to disaster flooding in Jamaica and to fires that threatened water supplies in the city of Tarija, Bolivia.
· In December 2002 a second loan was approved via the Bank mechanism for sectoral disaster prevention, in this case for Bolivia.  (The first project was approved in May 2002 for the Dominican Republic.) 
· A series of toolkits were prepared and widely distributed to help project teams employ the two instruments mentioned above, strengthening the overall preparation of these projects within the Bank and their use by project teams.  
· The Regional Dialogue Meeting on Disasters was organized for March 2003.  The topic was risk management at the local level.  The focus of the March 2003 meeting complemented the topics of the two previous meetings, held in 2001 and 2002, on national systems of risk management and financing reconstruction, respectively.
· The areas of data and indicators are significant to disaster risk management.  Consequently, two technical cooperation were initiated in these areas, with the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (ATN/JF-7906-RG), and with the National University of Colombia, Manizales (ATN/JF-7907-RG). 
· The technical cooperation on the Evaluation of the Socio-economic Impacts of El Niño, with the Worldwide Meteorological Organization, IFPRI, NOOA and other entities is reaching its final stage.  Final documentation will be published in 2003 (ATN/SF-6574-RG). 

· Execution of the technical cooperation, "Program to Combat the Decertification in South America", whose financing was approved in 2003, was initiated (ATN/JF-7905-RG). 

· Two entities were contracted to undertake studies and to organise seminars on "Comparing Asia and the Caribbean: Adapting to Climate Change and Managing Disasters" (TC-0201052-RG) in the following sectors:  tourism, urban water supply, agriculture, and fishing.

· On the basis of recommendations from Caribbean countries, elaboration continued of the project "Adapting to the Consequences of Rising Sea Levels and Disasters as a Result of Climate Change" (TC-0002034-RG).  
· The Bank continued its internal strengthening, or mainstreaming, of disaster risk management through the following: 

· The consolidation of the focal point network of 36 people, including one representative from each of the 26 IDB Representations and 10 specialists from Bank Headquarters on the environment and financing.  
· Nineteen additional specialists were included in the network from sectors potentially affected by natural disasters.  The specialists supported the elaboration of checklists to help project teams take risk management into account when preparing and executing loans in the following sectors:

· Transportation

· Energy

· Water and Sanitation

· Education

· Micro and Small-Enterprises

· Modernization of the State

· Agriculture

· Health

· Housing

· Preliminary checklist documents were prepared for the first six sectors listed above, while for the remaining three, documents continue in preparation.  Finalization of the documents will continue as scheduled throughout the second semester of 2003 in consultation with Bank personnel.
· A workshop was held for consultants, executing agencies of micro-financing programs that are affected by natural disasters, and specialists from the Representations to review a manual for micro-financing organizations to deal with natural disasters.  The manual was prepared jointly by the Bank and the Micro-Enterprise Action Center.  
9. Environmental Foundation for Sustainable Development

Environment and Natural Resources Management

OAS

The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment of the OAS undertook the following projects: 

Dialogue on Water and Climate (DWC)

The Dialogue on Water and Climate (DWC) is a "project-type" activity consisting in a platform that supports information exchange between the water and climate sectors to improve society’s ability to cope with the impacts of increasing climate variability and change on water. The Dialogue on Water and Climate seeks to increase awareness of the issues relating to climate vulnerability to water resources management, and to set in motion a political process designed to bridge policy gaps. DWC activities use existing water resource management projects, including those related to climate adaptation, to promote a dialogue between users and managers, local communities and national institutions, and competitors vying for water resources in quantity and quality.  Each DWC activity generates, in part, additional information on the structure and content of workable water resource management activities in the context of weather extremes, climate variability and/or climate change.

The goal of the DWC is to improve the capacity in water resources management to cope with the impacts of increasing variability of the world's climate, by establishing a platform for cross-sectoral dialogue through which policymakers and water resources managers have better access to, and make better use of, information generated by climatologists and meteorologists. The dialogue is open, transparent, and inclusive, involving stakeholders at all levels. The Dialogue also seeks to set in motion social and political processes that will lead to the eventual adoption of coping strategies and “best practices.”
The outcome will be policies and actions that create conditions in which more effective coping and adaptation mechanisms to deal with and adapt to water and climate vulnerability are developed and applied at the international, national, and community levels.

Dialogues have been established for the following countries, regions and basins in the Americas: 

Basin Dialogues 

Rio San Juan (Costa Rica and Nicaragua) 

Regional Dialogues
Central America Program on Flood Alert and Vulnerability Reduction of Small Valleys

Caribbean Dialogue on Water and Climate

Progress of the work done in the three Dialogues was presented at the preparatory meeting held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in December 2002. Currently, a compilation and analysis of the local experiences is being completed and will be presented to the Third World Water Forum, in Kioto, Japan in March 2003. The meetings in Bangladesh and Japan allow the representatives of the countries to directly submit their experiences and results to cope with the problems of climate variability and change.

On the other hand, several projects being undertaken at the sub-regional level, working with national institutions in increasing capacity for integrated water resource management and improving environmental management at the national and local level.  OAS/USDE acts as regional executing agency in the implementation of these projects, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and/or the World Bank, and with financing primarily from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  These projects include:

Formulation of a Strategic Action Program for the Integrated Management of Water Resources and the Sustainable Development of the San Juan River Basin and its Coastal Zone (SJRB).

Unit for Sustainable Development  (USDE) headquarters personnel worked in close consultation with the office of the managing director of the International Secretariat of the Dialogue on Water and Climate on the preparation of the final project document, a detailed time-based schedule of events and activities, and a budget.  The USDE held several meetings with the managing team of the GEF-UNEP project, PROCUENCA-SAN JUAN, in preparation for the initiation of activities.  In addition, it prepared Fact Sheet #1 and the terms of reference for the project’s principal consultant.  The following documents were produced: (1) Final Project Proposal, (2) Detailed Time-Based Schedule of Events and Activities, (3) Detailed Budget, (4) Fact Sheet #1, and (5) Terms of Reference of the Principal Consultant, an expert on climate variability.

Project for the Environmental Protection and Sustainable Integrated Management of the Guaraní Aquifer (SAG). 

Preparatory activities continued during this period, including the completion of the bilateral agreements between the OAS General Secretariat and the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay for the execution of the project, the Rules of Procedure (PIP), and the identification and selection process of the professionals that will assume the directorship posts of the project (Secretary General, Administrative Assistant, and Coordinators of the components). It is foreseen that the technical activities of the project will begin during the first quarter of 2003. At the same time, the Agreement between the GS/OAS and the World Bank for the Execution of the Academic Fund for the Guaraní (Universities Fund) was signed, which will, with US$340,000 from the Dutch cooperation, add to the activities of the Guaraní Aquifer System project financed by (Global Environment Facility (GEF). Coordination meetings were held with the rest of the participating/donor agencies, highlighting in particular the International Organization of Atomic Energy, the German Geological Service (BGR), and representatives from national executing agencies.   

Implementation of Integrated Watershed Management Practices for the Pantanal and Upper Paraguay River Basin. Preparation of the Analytical Diagnosis of the Pantanal and Upper Paraguay River Basin got underway. In this regard, a Seminar on the integration of the initiatives in the Basin was held in Cuiaba/MT, with the participation of representatives of the institutions that are involved in the Upper Paraguay/Pantanal. During this event, a preliminary version of the causal chain was presented and discussed. With support of the project, a Symposium on Water Resources of the Central West region was held in Campo Grande/MS, which provided important contributions for the development of the Public Information Plan. At the same time, the Seminar of the Coordinators of the sub-projects was held. This event was designed to integrate the results of the activities and its contribution for the Integrated Watershed Management Practices. During this period, the “Parque Estadual de las Nacientes del Río Taquari” was inaugurated within the context of the Project. The institutional framework of the project was completed with the signing of the Letters of Agreement between the Agencia Nacional del Agua (ANA) (National Water Agency) and all the institutions involved in the execution of the project. Lastly, the Executive Committee, at its meeting held in December in Brasilia, agreed to extend the execution of the project until December 2004.  

On the other hand, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), integrated a Working Group to follow-up on the completion of Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS-III) mandates. It is currently reviewing project development related to the eight resolutions adopted by CIDS-III. In particular, it is in the process of preparing a draft Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development 2002-05, for approval at the next CIDI meeting to be held in April 2003.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Regional Evaluation of Saltwater Intrusion of Coastal Aquifers on Caribbean Islands (US293,000)
· Offshore Island Conservation Project (OICP) (US61,400)

· Coastal Wetland Ecosystem Conservation and Sustainable Livelihoods in Saint-Lucia (62,965)

· Development of Management Capacities for the supervision of Protected Areas of the Dominican Republic (US127,000)

· Environmental Information System (US40,000)

· Bio-security Regulations in Latin America and the Caribbean in the framework of the International Bio-security Protocol (US82,500)

· Strengthening and Support to the Information and promotion of Renewable Energy resources Center(US90,000)

· Wind Turbine Energy Pilot Project in Dominica(US30,000)

· Sustainable Development in the Amazon border area of Peru and Ecuador (US335,000)

· Analysis of the Environmental Impact of Developing the Northwest Region of St. Vincent and the Grenadines (US144,825)
· Strategic actions to reinforce the management policy of the hydrographic basins and Coastal zones in Central America US44,800)

· Development of Sustainable land-use Systems in Belize, Central America, on degraded pastures in the tropics as a model for Mesoamérica (100,000)

· Sustainable Development in the Rio Ambato Basin of Ecuador (US87,800)

· Economic Technologies for water disinfecting and decontamination in rural areas of Latin America and the Caribbean (167,280) 

· ISO 14.000 rules to facilitate the enterprises competitiveness in Central America and Panama (US119,120) 

ECLAC

On October 2002 ECLAC and GTZ began implementing the project titled “Policy strategies for sustainable development in Latin America.”  The goal of this project is to identify existing obstacles in the integration of public policies for sustainable development in selected countries of the region, and to make proposals to overcome these obstacles.  Energy policies, and in particular those relating to renewable energy, are also being analyzed.  This topic was included in the Johannesburg Summit Action Plan, in particular in the Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and Biodiversity (WEHAB) initiative.     

In October, as part of the follow-up to the Access Principle of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) which was recognized in the Johannesburg Action Plan, ECLAC –together with other entities- also organized a dialogue among Latin America and the Caribbean governments and civil society representatives with the goal of deepening the analysis of the concept of information access, citizens participation and environmental justice in the region.

Furthermore the President of Brazil requested technical coordination support from ECLAC in order to realize a study where more than thirty Brazilian authorities and researchers analyze the situation of the country with respect to sustainable development and public policy challenges in order to fulfill the objectives of the Johannesburg Summit. This process was carried out between October and December 2002.

In November 2002, ECLAC made a presentation at the Second Argentine Congress on the Environment and Quality of Life (Catamarca Province) on “Sustainable development challenges in Latin America and the Caribbean after the Johannesburg Summit.”

In December 2002, ECLAC took part in a meeting of the National Council for Sustainable Development in Chile, where it presented the results of WSSD and its implications for the countries in the region, and for Chile in particular.

In the framework of the ECLAC/UNDP project titled “Financing for Sustainable Development” –a topic which was integrated in the WSSD Action Plan- ECLAC has been updating during the months of January and March 2003 data on Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) for selected countries in the region, including the analysis of multilateral funds.

In March 2003, ECLAC has been organizing, together with the National Commission for the Environment of Chile (CONAMA), the University of Chile and RIDES (Resources and Research for Sustainable Development) the Third Academic Dialogue on the Environment, which will focus on “Feasibility of the implementation of the Johannesburg commitments on energy in Chile.”

Finally, ECLAC –together with the Ministry of Environment of Spain- has advanced in the design and organization of the “Meeting on the evaluation of the Johannesburg Summit: The perspective of Latin America and Europe.”  This meeting will take place in April 2003.

IICA

IICA’s actions with regard to sustainable rural development set out in the National Technical Cooperation Agendas are being implemented, focusing on three areas in particular. These are: 

· support for the formulation of sustainable rural development strategies and policies; 

· development of management capabilities; and,

· institutional modernization. 

As part of its work in the development of rural communities, IICA supported the design of national strategies, policies, guidelines for investment and the design of institutional frameworks for sustainable rural development in Mexico, Brazil, Guatemala and Panama.

IICA provided technical cooperation for the implementation of 111 externally funded projects (US$ 62.6 million in 2002) aimed at the development of rural territories, with emphasis on the sustainable use of natural resources. The number of projects per country was as follows: 8 in Chile; 4 in Ecuador; 11 in Guatemala; 7 in Honduras; 29 in Brazil; 22 in Colombia; 7 in the Caribbean; 5 in Paraguay; and 18 in other countries.

The sustainable rural development actions undertaken are geared to the needs of the countries and the Institute’s focus on the sustainable development of agriculture, food security and the prosperity of rural communities. Some of the main activities are as follows: 

· Preparation of proposals concerning the sustainable rural development approach from the territorial perspective; methodologies for the analysis and programming of rural development; studies of agrifood chains, rural territories and planning at the local level; documents on geographic information systems and the management of small and medium-sized rural enterprises. 

· Operation of the information system for rural development, which consists of: (i) a weekly electronic bulletin, (ii) a web page and (iii) the “Sustainable Rural Development” Information System. 

· Strengthening of strategic partnerships. Involvement in the Interagency Group for Rural Development (IDB, IFAD, FAO, IICA, ECLAC, USAID and GTZ). IICA worked directly with universities in Canada, the United States, the Netherlands, Spain and Portugal, and with NGOs. Startup of joint efforts related to rural development policies with the European LEADER program, and with the Third World Center for Water Management.
Sustainable rural development actions will be a major focus of the Institute’s work in the period 2002-2006. This is established in the Timetable for Expected Results of IICA’s Cooperation for each year during that period.

WORLD BANK

To protect the natural environment, the Bank is supporting decentralized environmental management in Brazil, with a project that finances the country's second National Environmental Program, as well as a loan that helps the Ceará state government upgrade water conservation and implement reasonable prices for water use. Other initiatives include the Bio-diversity Protection Project in Bolivia—implemented by the Bank and financed by two grants from the Global Environment Facility (GEF)—to strengthen conservation efforts in 22 areas rich in biodiversity and representative ecosystems. 


In 2000, Mexico joined the Meso-American Biological Corridor, a comprehensive effort by Central American countries, with support from the GEF, World Bank and United Nations Development Program, among others, to connect natural habitats from Mexico to Panama. These connections will help to sustain existing ecosystems, while also promoting viable income-earning development activities.


The Bank is also addressing urban air pollution through the Clean Air Initiative for Latin American Cities, which started operation in 1999. The initiative, aimed at reversing air pollution which is blamed for the deaths of about 200,000 people in Latin America each year, brings together city officials, NGOs, researchers and private companies, to share experiences and develop strategies to improve urban air quality in their respective cities. Partners in the initiative are Lima-Callao, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires and Santiago.

In 2001-02, a major study From Natural Resources to the Knowledge Economy—Trade and Job Quality, argues that natural resources are an asset for countries of the hemisphere seeking to create high-quality jobs in the knowledge economy.  Despite recent stagnation of prices for many primary commodities and some disquieting trends in job quality and unemployment in Latin American and the Caribbean countries, the study presents evidence that, "rich endowments of natural resources, combined with aggressive pursuit and adoption of more productive technologies, are a proven growth recipe."

IDB

The Inter-American Development Bank approved a large number of operations promoting agricultural and rural development in 2001 and 2002.  The majority of these operations support sustainable production practices in watershed and rural areas.  Three principal components are normally found within this type of project: the diversification of production toward products with higher profit margins; the development of local capacity to manage more effectively renewable natural resources, especially in soil conservation and protection of biological reserves; and the construction of small infrastructure projects (rural roads, health clinics, and drainage and sewage systems).  The objective of these projects is to improve income levels and the welfare of those in rural areas, at the same time protecting the environment and biodiversity.  
Other projects focus on increasing the protection of property rights to promote long term investment, increasing access to credit, and developing more robust markets through land titling programs and strengthening and modernizing property registries.  Projects also have promoted the transference of agricultural technology through the strengthening of public sector research institutes.  Finally, several Social Entrepreneurialism Programs are in operation that grant credit tied to soft conditions to low income groups in rural areas, establishing rotating credit funds and offering technical assistance to improve the management and/or the productivity of rural businesses.  

The partial list of approved projects includes:  Sustainable Development Program for the State of Acre (BR0313); Environment and Social Protection Project in the Santa Cruz Corridor (BO0033); Program to Support Sustainable Development in Pernambuca’s Mata Region (BR0246); Program for the Comprehensive Development of Indigenous Communities (CH0164); Land Management Program II (BL0017); Program to Support Sustainable Agriculture Development (CR0142); Project for Retooling Agro-Enterprise (ES0119); Program for Natural Resources Management in Upper Watersheds (GU01330); Program for Natural Resources Management in Priority Watersheds (HO0179); Program to Support Black and Indigenous Communities (HO0193);  Bay Islands Environmental Management Program, Phase II (HO0198); Program for the Socio-environmental and Forestry Development II (NI0141); Rural Production Revitalization Program II (NI0159); Land Administration and Regularization Program (PN0148); Program for the Sustainable Development of the Upper Rio Lempa Watershed (CA0034);  Program to Support the Transition to Competitive Agriculture (DR0138); Rural Land Regularization y Administration Program (EC0191); Land Titling and Registration Program, Phase II (PE0107); Program to Support Operations of the National Compensation and Social Development Fund (FONCODES) III (PE0193); and Agricultural Technology Program (VE0125).

Mesoamerican Biological Corridor Sustainable Development Program
Within the program, supported by resources of the Japan Fund, consultation with the indigenous communities is important for the preparation of a protection program, the sustainable management of natural resources, and local development in areas influenced by the corridor.  The activities in progress will contribute to the preparation of a development program for which financing has already been established through the Global Environment Fund (GEF).
10. Agriculture Management and Rural Development

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects: 
· Science and Technology application to strengthen of micro, small and medium sized agriculture enterprises in the rural sector of Latin America and The Caribbean (US208,436)

· Training Programs in Agro-processing (US65,000)
· Development of medicinal plants and goods in Central America (US270,400)

· Argentinean Handicraft. Sustainable Development and Promotion of cultural diversity through the improvement of the creation and commercialization process (US34,320)
· Project Machaq Uru (Bolivia) – Environmental and Productive Gestion in Municipal Governments  (US70,994)
· Development of subcontracting nucleus in the wood and metal sectors of the small industry of Pichincha (Ecuador) (60,000) 

· Diversification of Totora fiber uses and commercialization of its handicrafts in Ecuador (US148,469)
· Training Rural Entrepeneurs to Obtain Greater Access to Existing Markets in the Tourism Sector While Adding Value to the Tourism Product. (US46,550)
· Integral Rural micro enterprise development in selected areas of Omoa (Honduras) (US48,800)

· Rural Family and Sustainable Development Strategies (US63,920)

· Support to the sustainable development in the Esperanza colony (Paraguay) (US210,940)

· Design and Implementation of Knowledge Networks for Rural Communities of Trinidad and Tobago (US23,450)
· Project to Reinforce the Agro-Industrial Cluster of El Salvador (US50,000)
CABEI

In October 2002, a US$35.0 million loan was approved for Costa Rica to partially finance the execution of the Program of Protection and Agricultural Promotion for Small and Medium Producers.
IICA

During the reporting period, IICA carried out the following main activities: 

· It secured a commitment from institutional partners such as ECLAC, FAO, the World Bank, PAHO, IFPRI and the IDB to assist the Ministers and their Delegates in preparing the outputs of the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, with regard to the “Vision of Agriculture and the Rural Milieu through 2015” and the report “Current state and outlook of agriculture and rural life in the Americas.”

· It assisted the countries in promoting investment and mobilizing resources from international organizations and cooperating governments, through the design of development and investment projects. 

· It supported the preparations for the hemispheric meeting of ministers of agriculture and health (RIMSA). Joint technical cooperation actions are also being carried out within the framework of the “IICA/PAHO strategic partnership for human development and the prosperity of rural communities.”

· It participated in the Interagency Group for Rural Development in the Americas (IDB, ECLAC, FAO, IICA, IFAD, GTZ, USAID and the World Bank).

· Development of a model for gauging the efforts to modernize national agricultural health and food safety systems, testing it in the Central American countries.

· Support for the countries’ efforts to enhance their capabilities for dealing with emerging issues and sanitary emergencies: Preparation of a strategy to prevent and control the giant African land snail (Achatina fulica) in the Caribbean region; support for the implementation of a program to control the fruit fly (Anastrepa spp.), that includes: (i) epidemiological studies, (ii) updating of legislation, (iii) training and, (iv) epidemiological surveillance and biological control; and, the evaluation of the infestation of livestock with human botfly (Dermatobia hominis) in Central America.

To support the national strategies defined by the countries, IICA prepared the National Technical Cooperation Agendas in the 34 countries, through dialogue and joint work with key public and private sector actors in the Member States and with strategic partners. The agendas contain the Institute’s basic strategy, agreed with the countries to meet their technical cooperation needs in the areas of: (i) Trade and Agribusiness Development; (ii) Technology and Innovation; (iii) Agricultural Health and Food Safety; (iv) Sustainable Rural Development; (v) Information and Communication; and, (vi) Education and Training. 

Preparation and implementation of five Regional Technical Cooperation Agendas within the framework of IICA’s 2002-2006 Medium Term Plan and the priorities established in the National Technical Cooperation Agendas. The Regional Agendas were prepared through a broad process of consultation with the key actors at the regional level. Special importance was attached to the regional development agendas established by the regional integration mechanisms, to meet the specific priorities of every region. 

To this end, IICA is consolidating its cooperation with the following regional mechanisms: 

· Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Mexico, Panama and Dominican Republic (CORECA). 

· Central American Agricultural Council (CAC). 

· Southern Agricultural Council (MERCOSUR plus Chile and Bolivia)

· Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and the Rural Milieu.
IICA will continue to implement, revise and improve the Technical Cooperation Agendas throughout the 2003-2006 period.

IICA has strengthened its support for the process leading up to the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the context of the Summits of the Americas. The Institute’s main actions were as follows: 

· It kept the ministers of agriculture informed of the process of preparing the outputs of the meeting.

· It asked the ministers to designate their Delegates to the Group for the Implementation and Coordination of the Agreements on Agriculture and Rural Life. With IICA support, this group will be preparing the outputs that the ministers will be asked to adopt. 

· It urged institutional partners and key actors in the agricultural sector to take part in the implementation of the mandates and the preparation of the outputs of the meeting. 

In its capacity as the Technical Secretariat of a number of regional mechanisms -the Central American Agricultural Council (CAC), the Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Mexico, Panama and the Dominican Republic (CORECA) and the Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and the Rural Milieu- IICA promotes the dissemination of the Summit mandates, the preparation of national reports to the SIRG and the coordination  of joint activities.

The work with the Ministerial Delegates 
In October 2002, the ministers of agriculture initiated the process of confirming their respective ministerial delegate. As of March 2003, 28 countries had designated their delegate. This is an indication of the countries’ interest in the process of dialogue, consensus-building and the construction of a Plan of Action to implement the mandates of the Third Summit and the Declaration of Bavaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.

The secretariats of regional and hemispheric mechanisms related to agriculture and rural life
In its capacity as the secretariat of various mechanisms, IICA reports to the ministers about the Summit mandates, facilitates follow-up actions through joint activities and assists the ministers in preparing and implementing regional and hemispheric actions aimed at fulfilling the Summit mandates.

PAHO

Healthy and Productive Municipalities Initiative 

Strengthening community efforts at the local level has been one of the priorities of PAHO as a means to improve health conditions, reduce poverty, and improve the quality of life for the disadvantaged population. In recent years PAHO has promoted, coordinated, implemented, and participated in local initiatives aimed at the integrated development of municipalities and rural communities in several countries including: El Salvador, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Venezuela, and Panama, among others. PAHO has promoted actions directed at improving livestock productivity while protecting the environment; improving sanitary conditions in the food production chain; increasing the added value of livestock products; meeting basic needs (food, water, housing, education); and promoting municipal development in health, where non-traditional mechanisms of cooperation are employed that directly support the local level, including the mobilization of financial resources for local implementation.

This PAHO initiative has served to strengthen the strategic alliance forged with IICA for the development of rural communities.
11. Labor and Employment

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Occupational Training for persons with physical disabilities in Ecuador (US37,000)

· Workplace Interventions to Increase the Productivity of Workers Living with HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean (US48,414)

· Reinforce the institutions in the labor intermediation process in Honduras (US12,530)

· Enhancement of the Labor Inspection Function in Selected Caribbean Countries (US36,000)
ECLAC

During the October 2002-March 2003 period, in the framework of the “Evaluation of labor market policies” component of the ECLAC/GTZ project titled “Strategies for sustainable development policies in Latin America and the Caribbean: Promoting socially sustainable economic policies,” ECLAC prepared five documents analyzing labor market policies in the region and best practices in the evaluation of such policies, as well as experiences from outside the region.  The objective is to contribute to improve the effectiveness, efficiency and equity of labor market policies.  Preliminary results were debated in a seminar that included the participation, among others, of five representatives of Labor Ministries in the region (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, and Peru).  The preparation of a book summarizing the main findings of the project’s component is underway.

12. Growth with Equity

Development Financing

OAS

Since the 2001 Summit of the Americas, the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) has supported a variety of projects through its traditional programs such as FEMCIDI, scholarships and fellowships. For programming executed in 2002 and 2003, OAS Member States contributed more than US$16 million for projects in the 8 priorities of the Strategic Plan. In 2002, more than 3600 fellowships and scholarships were awarded for a total of approximately US$7 million. The Best practices programs progressed in the area of e-government, e-procurement and municipal development with some funding from Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF). In terms of partnerships created or consolidated, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) announced a CAN$5 million additional contribution to the IACD for new approaches to programming and an agreement was signed with Brazil’s Agency for Cooperation in order to have access to technical cooperation support. Discussions are underway with several private sector firms, including in information and communications technology to complement IACD programming.
ECLAC

ECLAC’s work on themes related to the Monterrey International Conference on Financing for Development continued with the organization of a forum on “Macroeconomic Policy and Social Vulnerability,” which took place in Santiago, Chile, on November 26-27, 2002.  The forum was organized with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Governments of France and Germany, and the United Nations Development Account, and included the participation of more than 40 Latin American and European representatives of Government and specialists in the design of public policies.

The debate at the forum, which took place in the context of increased social vulnerability of Latin American and Caribbean countries, centered on the effects of macroeconomic policies on the social sphere.
CABEI

The Bank's contribution involves development financing of programs and projects in both the public and private sectors of Central America.  From October 2002 to January 2003, CABEI approved loans amounting to US$364.6 million to Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

Under the framework of the Special Fund for the Social Transformation of Central America (FETS), CABEI has granted concessional loans to Honduras for a total of US$13.2 million to co-finance poverty reduction projects.  These include the Electrification of Puerto Lempira in October 2002, the project of Sustainable Rural Development in Ecologically Fragile Zones of the Trifinio Region (PRODERT), the Project of Irrigation Modernization in the Micro-Watersheds of the Western Comayagua Valley (PROMORCO) in December 2002 and Program of Social Electrification Stage ESRP-2002 in January 2003. 

In addition to the FETS resources, CABEI has provided US$8.5 million in resources for the project of Sustainable Rural Development in Ecologically Fragile Zones of the Trifinio Region (PRODERT), US$8.5 million for the Project of Irrigation Modernization in the Micro-Watersheds of the Western Comayagua Valley (PROMORCO) and US$8.4 million for the Program of Social Electrification Stage ESRP-2002. These resources were also granted on concessional terms.

Also under the framework of FETS, CABEI granted a concessional loan of US$3.8 million to Nicaragua to co-finance the Project of Road Stabilization from Camino Santa Clara-Susucayán to El Jícaro in December 2002.  In total, CABEI has provided US$ 91.2 million to enable Honduras and Nicaragua to carry out the poverty reduction projects mentioned.
CABEI channeled a significant amount of financial resources to micro, small and medium enterprises through intermediary financial institutions (IFIs), such as commercial banks and non-government organizations (NGOs).  During the period of this report, CABEI granted loans to IFIs in Guatemala for US$14.9 million, in El Salvador for US$17.8 million, in Honduras for US$0.3 million, in Nicaragua for US$15.7 million and in Costa Rica for US$36.1 million. 

Also noteworthy was the US$3.2 million direct co-financed loan approved for the Nicaraguan private sector in October 2002. This partially co-financed two industrial plants, one in the León Department and the other in the Chinandega Department of the Grupo BL Free Trade Industrial Zone.

In addition, a direct co-financed loan was approved for the private sector of Honduras in December 2002 for US$5.0 million to partially finance the execution of Stage II Multiplaza Commercial Mall Tourism Complex.

IDB

Support for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
The Bank organized a meeting of experts to discuss support for small and medium enterprises in order to acquire financing and credit in emerging economies, at Bank Headquarters in Washington D.C.  The event forms part of a broad initiative aimed at small and medium enterprises launched by the Bank in 2001.  The initiative’s activities include research, dialogue promotion, and the dissemination of information.  The specific objective of the meeting of experts was to promote dialogue among experts and practitioners and to facilitate the exchange of key topics at the international level that affect SMEs’ access to financing and capital.  In this context, the meeting examined the impact of financial sector development on the financing of SMEs (October 2002).

Financial Activities and Instruments and the Reduction of Poverty.

Within the framework of a technical cooperation already in execution, several studies continue underway.  The studies analyze the interrelationship and means of transmission among various financial instruments, financial policies and activities, and poverty reduction.  The studies address areas like bank deposits, loan guarantees and deposit insurance schemes.  The studies will be completed this year, after which a discussion and dissemination seminar will be organized.  
Programs to Expand Water and Sanitation Coverage

The United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals adopted in 2000 call for a significant increase in the number of people with access to water and sanitation services.  The Inter-American Development Bank is developing initiatives to help the region attain the development goals.  Specifically, the Bank is supporting the preparation of programs with the principal objective of allowing each and every country advance at the same speed toward the goals.  Such programs involve accelerated investment plans.  The Division of Infrastructure, Financial Markets and Private Enterprise (SDS/IFM) is working with the regions in the design and implementation of such programs.  To contribute to the utility of the programs, SDS/IFM is preparing a series of guides for the application of the Domiciliary Public Services Policies (OP-708) in the water and sanitation sectors.  These guides identify a framework for helping make the objectives of expanding the coverage and quality of services compatible with the objectives of development and efficiency in each country. 
Corporate Social Responsibility

The project "Promoting Socially Responsible Market Opportunities" in Brazil was approved, financing by the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF).  The objective of the project is to enhance the competitiveness of small and micro-producers in rural areas by increasing their productivity and expanding their access to national and international markets, especially those subject to fair trade standards or those marketing organic products.  The goal of the project is to improve the marketing services available to small and micro-producers through institutional strengthening of a marketing company, technical support to improve production capacity, and promotion and expansion of fair trade throughout Brazil.
Enabling Economic Environment

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Junior Achievement Belize Entrepreneurship Project (US39,000)

· Business Labs: Young Entrepreneurs Training and Development Program in the Caribbean (US45,000)

· International Seminar “ Incubators of Small enterprises” (US60,000)

· Territorial arrangement of the National tourist entities (US45,000)

· Assistance program for the small hotels in Central America Countries (US230,000)

· Realization of a regional program of technological missions for the small and medium sized enterprises (US37,690)

· Fostering  the Growth of Enterprises (US101,000)
· Center for Integral Specialization of the Craftsman (US74,450)

· Tourism Strategic Plan for the Amazon Region (US136,316)

· Elaborate a methodological strategy to develop the Ecotourism in Honduras (US96,400)

· Organization Plan of the Tourist National Territory and Special zones of tourist development in Nicaragua (US155,600)

· Barbados Tourism Awareness and Involvement Program (US40,000)

· South American archaeological and Ecotourism Circuit (US80,000)

· Tourism Sustainable development in the Maya region  (US93,000)

· Tourism Education Program in St-Kitts-Nevis (US47,000)

· Skills Training for Community Development (US17,757)

· Improvement of the productivity and competitiveness of the micro and small enterprises through a Technical Assistance Fund (US80,000)

· Creation of enterprises with a technological and innovation background and diversification of the productive activity in strategic areas of the region through the establishment, development and strengthen of incubators (US50,000)

· Apprenticeship, Training and Cooperation in production process and in micro and small enterprises (US71,500)
· Gales Point Skill Development Project (Belize) (US56,706)
ECLAC
The ECLAC Division of Production, Productivity and Management is implementing a program on Small and Medium-size Enterprises with the aim of analyzing the dynamics of these enterprises, propose actions to enhance their competitiveness and to provide technical assistance to national and local authorities, as well as private and academic institutions, to strengthen their capacity for policy formulation and implementation. In the framework of the program, ECLAC has began to execute a project financed by the Italian Government on microcredit in Latin America, titled “Mobilization of local resources through microcredit and opportunities for urban services management”.

IDB

Poverty Reduction Integral Strategy Program 

a)  IDB Poverty Reduction Strategy
Board of Directors Policy Committee was presented with a first draft of the Strategy for Poverty Reduction and Promotion of Social Equity; and the strategy will form part of the new Bank strategy package in April.  The new Strategy for Poverty Reduction and Promotion of Social Equity will guide Bank actions in the sector, identifying the need for: a) quantitative goals and objectives for poverty reduction and the strengthening of equity in the region.  b) specific policy actions in areas of opportunity, human development, protection and social prevention, and political and social inclusion aimed at accelerating poverty reduction, and c) concrete guidelines in credit and non-credit Bank activities to support this fundamental regional objective. The document was subject to extensive review through the IDB's website and through meetings of government officials, academics, and civil society groups in Costa Rica, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United Kingdom, and Washington, D.C.
b)  National Strategies for Poverty Reduction 

Throughout 2002, the Bank approved US$123 million in debt relief for four of its borrowing members under the Initiative for Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC).  All four countries developed and are implementing a National Poverty Reduction Strategy (Bolivia received US$47 million; Guyana, US$10 million; Honduras, US$20 million; and Nicaragua, US$46 million). 

Additionally, in its continued support for the Poverty Reduction Strategies in Honduras and Bolivia, the Bank has approved 2 loans in 2002 for US$30 million. In both programs, disbursements are conditional on the implementation of social reform policies and on noticeable results in the areas of health and education.

The Bank prepared a country strategy for Mexico, which supports key programs of the National Strategy for Poverty Reduction. The strategies for Nicaragua and Honduras were also concluded, and Bolivia's is being prepared, these three strategies will focus primarily on poverty reduction through Poverty Reduction Strategies (PRSs). Additionally, Peru's country strategy was concluded, which emphasizes investment in human capital and the focusing of public spending on elements central to the fight against poverty. As was Guyana's, which put emphasis on the sustainable growth and the strengthening of focused social programs. 
c)  Social Protection Programs

Support continues for the furthering the understanding of poverty reduction and social protection, producing the study  "Paper on Social Investment in Poverty Reduction" and a study on the use of fiscal instruments to combat the cyclical nature of social spending in Latin America and the Caribbean.

After the first meeting of the Financial Sector and Poverty Reduction Initiative at the end of 2002, the Bank continued working on this initiative that strives the improve the current level of understanding of the policy transmission mechanisms in the financial sector and poverty reduction.  The goal is to identify interventions that can be incorporated into designs of Bank operations in the area of financial sector reform.  The next workshop will take place in April of 2003. 

In November, the fourth meeting of the Regional Policy Dialogue, which included thematic discussions in the following areas: lessons learned in the implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy, lessons learned with micro credit, violence, poverty, and inequality.  For example, toward the end of February 2003, the re-launching of Social Equity Forum took place.  This forum will initially focus on provoking thought on the institutionalization of policies for the promotion of social equity in Latin America and the Caribbean.  This first meeting of the second phase of the forum included a presentation by the ex president of Brazil, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, on the evolution of the concept of development, which began as a narrow focus on the economic sphere and has become broader to include social concerns.  This new phase of the forum will be lead by the ex president of Mexico, Miguel de la Madrid, and president Lourdes Flores Nano of the Peruvian National Electoral Alliance Unit.
The documents presented at the conference “Crisis y desastres: Medidas y mitigación de sus costos humanos” co-organized by the Bank and the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), with collaboration by the World Bank and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), which included several studies on the effects of economic crises and natural disasters on the welfare of the family.  These studies will be published in the World Development Journal. 

By the end of 2002, the Bank, along with the Asian Development Bank and the Japanese Project, organized an International Seminar on Social Protection in the Philippines.  This Seminar allowed for the sharing of regional and institutional experiences, and the design and implementation of social protection initiatives for the informal sector.   

d)  Support to Social Protection Operations

In 2001, the Bank approved two loans for a total of US$400 million to Colombia to strengthen the fiscal viability of sub national government administrations and social sector reforms.  The Bank also approved a loan of US$250 million to Peru to support social sector reforms. 

In 2002, the Bank approved a loan for US$500 million to Uruguay and in 2003, loaned US$1,500 million and US$1,250 million to Argentina and Colombia respectively for the mitigation of the negative effects of crisis situations, these loans focus on the protection of social spending in priority areas of action in the fields of education, health and social development.  A loan for US$1,000 million is also in preparation to back the initial loan to Argentina for the second half of the year.   

In March of 2003, the Bank approved a social emergency loan of US$1.250 million to Colombia to alleviate the effects of the fiscal discipline accompanying the implementation of a macroeconomic agreement between Colombia and the International Monetary Fund. Among the poverty alleviation programs funded by this loan, is the Social Support Net, which offers temporary employment to people in extreme poverty, job training to youths, and subsidies to low-income families to maintain their children in school and protect them with preventative medical treatment The Social Solidarity Net will also be supported so that it may continue assisting displaced populations, those affected by violence, impoverished elderly, and ethnic minorities; the Beneficiary Identification System, for example, which is an important administrative procedure for the distribution of social benefits to the poor.  And the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare, which provides day care services and a food program for poor children, will also receive funding. 

Improvement of Information on Poverty

· Within the framework of the MECOVI program, two regional workshops and training courses were given on the conducting of housing surveys and the analysis of the information gathered. 

· The Bank approved a technical cooperation for US$250,000 to continue supporting MECOVI regional training activities.

· A technical cooperation is in the process of being approved to institutionally strengthen the statistics offices of the English-speaking Caribbean, specifically the area of social information creation and analysis.

· In 2002, the Bank approved a loan of US$22 million for the institutional strengthening of the Guatemalan National Statistics System and the completion of the XI consensus on Population, the VI on housing and agriculture in the country.  A loan of US$4 million was approved to strengthen the Honduran National Statistics System, and another US$3.36 million was approved to Surinam for survey.

Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility 

OAS

As a result of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1998, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in partnership with the Organization of American States created the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) in response to the Property Registration mandate of the Santiago Plan of Action. During the Summit, member states expressed their commitment to rationalizing and standardizing their respective national property registration systems.  Thus, IPSI’s objective is to offer overarching support by displaying information in its portal: www.property-registration.org to the numerous on-going efforts throughout the hemisphere to reform aspects of property information systems.

To promote involvement of end users, the website of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) is currently undergoing transformation, which includes decentralization of content generation and management.  Involvement of multilateral institutions is also being emphasized to avoid parallel efforts that may fragment resources and leave the user community confused about where to go for property and land information.  As a result, discussions have taken place with the World Bank (WB) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) on how IPSI may collaborate and share information with these institutions to strengthen efforts to foster the process of rationalizing property registration systems.

Currently, the technical staff of the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative is evaluating the technical aspects of creating a portal on land issues in Central America.  Guatemalan land experts will be in charge of the information displayed in the BiViCAT website and thus, they will become IPSI’s focal points in the Central American region. 

Substantial changes were made in the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) to promote direct participation of the user community. Meetings were arranged with representatives of the World Bank (WB) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to explore the options of co-partnership for the new portal, thus strengthening their efforts to foster the process of rationalizing property registration systems. IPSI is now a member of World Bank’s Development Gateway Platform an interactive portal for information and  knowledge and is relying on Development Gateway’s partner AiDA (Accessible Information on Development Activities) to increase the document database. Discussion was initiated with representatives from BiVICAT (Guatemala) to explore possibility of co-owning a portal on land administration issues in Central America and become IPSI’s focal point in the region.
13. Education

IDB

Parallel Seminar to the III Meeting of Education Minister and Follow-up to the Quebec Summit.
The IDB, in support of the mandates of the Summits and as a follow-up to the Quebec Summit, will organize a parallel seminar to the III Meeting of Education Ministers of Latin America and the Caribbean.  The seminar’s agenda will complement the III Education Meeting’s agenda and will be organized in collaboration with the OAS and Mexico, the organizing country of III Meeting of Education Ministers.  The seminar will frame the IDB’s commitment to support the Quebec Summit mandates, including promoting quality and equity, management, decentralization and modernization of education, youth, secondary education and certification of work competencies, higher education, science and technology, academic mobility, and new technology in the education system. 
The objectives of the seminar are: (a) to analyze the financing of education in Latin America and the Caribbean and potential methods of obtaining new sources of funding; and (b) to initiate a dialogue in which a variety of key actors participate, including representatives from Education Ministries, Foreign Relations Ministries, Finance Ministries, the legislature, civil society involved in education reform in the region, bilateral and multilateral agencies that finance education program in the region, and the private sector.   
Project to Support New Technology in Distance Learning in Latin America and the Caribbean.

This project, which is being undertaken jointly with the Latin American Institute of Education Communication (ILCE) of Mexico, was approved in November 2002.  While the project remains in the development stages, a considerable amount of research has been produced to date.

Science and Technology

OAS

The Office of Science and Technology (OST) acts as a Technical Secretariat of various technical and political bodies of the Hemisphere, including the Inter-American Commission on Science and Technology (COMCYT), the Common Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge Program  (MERCOCYT), the Commission of the Scientific and Technical Development of Central America and Panama (CTCAP), the Inter-American/Ibero-American Network on Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT); and as the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), among others; and in that position it has continued providing permanent technical advice in S&T, especially to national councils of science and technology (CONCYTs) of the Hemisphere, as well as to political bodies of the Organization, including CIDI, CEPCIDI, CENPE of  S&T; other internal bodies, such as the AICD and various units, promoting, among other objectives, technical cooperation in issues related to the implementation and formulation of policies, strategies, programs, projects, and initiatives in S&T.  In this way the OST has also contributed to the popularization on S&T.  

In the area of Information Technology and Connectivity, the OST has continued supporting institutions of different subregions, in the development of specialized information systems, including INFOCYT, RICYT, RELAQ; as well as other specialized networks related to Metrology (SIM), Biotechnology and Food Technology (SIMBIOSIS), among others. The OST maintains the mirror sites of these specialized networks located in its server in Washington, D.C. improving the access of information and contributing to the process of popularization of S&T.  Furthermore, the OST is promoting the adoption of new generation of advanced scientific and technological applications in the region to facilitate greater cooperation among the countries.  The OST continues developing its Internet Portal (http://www.science.oas.org), making available to the users, pertinent information of projects, specialized networks related, publications, and indicators. 

In addition, the OST, as Technical Secretariat of the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of S&T in the Framework of CIDI, has continued supporting coordination activities in the framework of the preparatory process for the ministerial meeting, particularly related to the preparation of reference documents in priority areas for the Hemisphere, and in the coordination of the first meeting of the ministerial preparatory stage, which among others, will define priority issues of the ministerial agenda.

In the area of Information Technology and Connectivity, the OST has continued supporting institutions of different subregions, in the development of specialized information systems, including INFOCYT, RICYT, RELAQ; as well as other specialized networks related to Metrology (SIM), Biotechnology and Food Technology (SIMBIOSIS), among others. The OST maintains the mirror sites of these specialized networks located in its server in Washington, D.C. improving the access of information and contributing to the process of popularization of S&T.  Furthermore, the OST is promoting the adoption of new generation of advanced scientific and technological applications in the region to facilitate greater cooperation among the countries. The OST continues developing its Internet Portal (http://www.science.oas.org), making available to the users, pertinent information of projects, specialized networks related, publications, and indicators.

The OST collaborates, with the development of human resources, the improvement of technical infrastructure required for the establishment of the FTAA, and in general, with the development of science and technology in the region.  The OST continued supporting SIM activities, in which technical/scientific personnel of the five SIM subregions (34 member states) are being prepared through seminars, and workshops.  As a result of an agreement with the PTB-Germany, this support will be extended to the area of Accreditation.  In general, multilateral projects supported by the OST, such as the one of development of indicators, provide training.  An example of this is the workshop carried out in Ecuador in 2002, where participants of several countries received training on the design and preparation of a methodology for obtaining indicators in Biotechnology. This process was initiated in Ecuador, Costa Rica, Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela.

The OST continues supporting specialized information systems, which, among other issues, allow the implementation of seminars, virtual workshops, dissemination of relevant information and indicators, as for example, through SIMBIOSIS, INFOCYT, RICYT, etc. Also, several publications were displayed on-line through the OST Portal, as well as various indicators on S&T and indicators on the development of the Internet in the region, among others.  The OST Internet portal is located at: http://www.science.oas.org.
On the other hand, the OST, in collaboration with the corresponding OAS entity, evaluated applications for scholarships and courses related to S&T.

The S&T Indicators Program (RICYT) has been supported since its beginning by the OST in conjunction with the CYTED Program- Spain. The RICYT Program, which is coordinated by the Center of Studies on Science, Development and Superior Education –Argentina, and in which most of the OAS member states participate, has been explicitly recognized by the Heads of State and Government of the Americas in their Plan of Action of Quebec. To ensure the continuation of this Program, the OST has provided, at the request of this Program, technical support, particularly in the preparation of a new project proposal for the OAS FEMCIDI Fund. The Internet mirror site of RICYT is maintained in the OST server located in Washington, DC facilitating its access within the region.

The OST has continued coordinating activities related to the next Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, as well as its preparatory process. In particular, efforts are oriented to carry out the first preparatory meeting of the ministerial, which will probably be held in conjunction with the Fourth Regular Meeting of COMCYT in 2003. Among others, this meeting will define priority issues for the ministerial agenda.  In addition, several reference documents involving priority areas for the Hemisphere have been prepared by the OST with the support of experts of the region. These materials will be available for the countries as a contribution of the OST. 

Because the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Science and Technology carried out in Cartagena in 1996 was the last hemispheric meeting on S&T, it is vital to carry out the next ministerial meeting in the framework of CIDI, in order to review the needs and priorities in S&T for the Hemisphere and provide them later, through appropriate mechanisms, to the process of the next Summit of the Americas. 
The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Strategies and Pedagogical materials for scholar retention in Latin America (US79,945)

· Supporting the Implementation of the New National Certificate of Education Program in Saint-Kitts-Nevis (US34,199).

· Training of young entrepreneurs in Universities in the Southern Cone (US149,000)

· Strengthen of the evaluation process of Educational centers in the Southern Cone (US35,000)

· Education Vs. Violence  (US30,000)

· The Automation, Networking and Connection of Bahamian Public Libraries to the Internet (US100,000)

· The Just-in-Time Lecture Technology (US190,886)
· The Production of Educational Programs project in Paraguay (US25,000)

· Integration of Information Communication Technology in the Curriculum at the Secondary School Level in Grenada (US34,300)

· Improving the Instructional Program Through Use of Information Technology in the Bahamas (US38,950)

· Education and Work in Mercosur Phase II (US147,000)
· Design and production of Cartography materials for the blind persons in Latin America (US94,867)

· Promotion of Human Rights and Democracy in Training Schools for Teachers in Nicaragua (US88,000)

· School Curriculum Transformation for working children and teenagers (US250,000)

· Vocational Training and Business Management to the community members of San Pedro Nonualco in El Salvador (US95,000)
· Empowering Communities Through a Multi-Dimensional Approach to Education (US200,000)
· Pedagogical Strategy to Educate for Peace, Coexistence and Human Rights (US97,163)

· Bookmobile Service to Rural and Remote Communities in St. Lucia (US80,000)

· Implementation of a Curricula Design Program (US50,000)

· Pedagogical support for the integration of minors with disabilities under 6 years old into a regular school (US137,600)

· Scholar Integration of children and youth with disabilities into High School Educational Centers (US56,614)

· Increasing Access to Quality Education for Disabled Students in the Caribbean (US50,000)
· Articulation of conventional and non-conventional strategies to the pre-school education (US58,000)

· Educational strengthening and social development of the less favorable childhood (US59,085)

· The Development of Strategies to Achieve Full Literacy in Jamaica (US155,000)

· Educate the diversity of the Mercosur Countries (US250,000)

· Save first Grade (US234,750)

· Diagnosis and Promotion of Education Success in Trinidad and Tobago (US82,858)

· Antigua and Barbuda Center for Dyslexia Awareness (ABC Dyslexia Awareness) - Teacher Training of Specific Learning Disability/Dyslexia (US50,000)

· Center for the Advancement of Special Needs of Individuals (C.A.S.N.I.) (US92,780)

· Pedagogical and Technical instrumentation in the special education of Ecuador (US60,000)

· Integrate people with disabilities in high school in Latin America (US159,625)

· Vocational Training for Kindergarten teachers and learning innovations (US66,010)

· Teacher Training for the Integration of IT into the Caribbean Classroom (US107,300)
· Classroom Assessment for Primary and Secondary Schools Pilot Project in Saint Kitts and Nevis (US49,125)
· Strengthening / Enhancement of Spanish Language Instruction at the Primary School Level in CARICOM Member States (US88,607)
· Investigating the Impacts of Agriculture and the Practicality of Expanding Agricultural Science in the Schools and Community (US45,200)

· Diagnosis of resources of the Science, Technology, Innovation and Quality National System of Paraguay (US30,000) 

· Multi Purpose Laboratory - St Kitts and Nevis Capacity Building and Facility Upgrading for Microbiological Testing (US51,000)
· Cooperation Program to constitute Technological and Biotechnological Food indicators adapted to Latin Amrica and the Caribbean Countries, in order to motivate the application and Technological Transfer to the Industries (US62,500)
· First Trinational Initiative of the the productivity of Satellite Radiometric Measurements in the area of the Southwest Atlantic (US89,872)

· The Science and Technology Exhibition in the Bahamas (US91,000)
· Knowledge networks in new technology sectors for the competitiveness in Latin America and the Caribbean (US144,000)

· Transfer of Technology in Sericulture from Colombia to Ecuador and Bolivia (US70,000)

· Improving the Process of Technological Transfer in Jamaica (US20,000)  

· Construction and diffusion of the Latindex Catalog (US122,000)
· Caribbean Icons in Science, Technology and Innovation (US35,000)

· National System of Science and Technology (US32,150)

· Metrology for the Americas: Measurement Infrastructure in Support of Free Trade and Protection of the Environment for the Americas (US360,000)

IICA

At the national level, IICA made efforts to improve the quality and pertinence of the courses offered by schools of agronomy and veterinary medicine of the following agricultural higher education centers: 

· Autonomous University of Chapingo, Mexico

· International School of Agriculture and Livestock of Rivas, Nicaragua

· National Institute of Agriculture, Panama

· University of San Carlos, Guatemala

· Catholic University of Chile

· University of the Republic, Uruguay, and

· University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.
To make more knowledge available to the key actors in agriculture and the rural and academic communities, IICA carried out the following main actions: 

· Development of digital educational materials with McGill University in Canada, and the University of West Indies in Trinidad and Tobago, for the implementation of distance education programs with Texas A&M University and the World Bank through the creation of the Global Distance Learning Network for Agricultural Development. 

· Strengthening of distance learning centers by training personnel in the countries. 

· Implementation of distance learning programs using digital media. 

· Consolidation of IICA’s Distance Learning Center (CECADI). 

· Setting up of teams to develop digital materials and courses.

· Facilitation of hemispheric-level videoconferences, including a dialogue with the Ministers of Agriculture of Central America on the proposed Free Trade Agreement between the United States and Central America.

These efforts are helping to further reposition IICA as a leading institution in the field of higher agricultural education using digital resources.

At the regional level, IICA carried out the following main actions: 

· Strengthening of dialogue on agricultural and rural education, by means of support for the regional forums and the consolidation of the Central American Association of Higher Education in Agriculture (ACEAS). 

· Design of graduate programs in the Area of International Trade, within the framework of MERCOSUR Educativo.
· Support for the activities of the Caribbean Council of Higher Education in Agriculture (CACHE).
As part of its efforts to help the Member States transform their institutional frameworks for technological innovation and develop capabilities for managing and accessing new and promising technologies, IICA implemented actions to strengthen the national capabilities of nine countries. IICA’s technical cooperation supported national decisions regarding models for the organization of national innovation and extension systems, and methodologies for formulating agricultural extension policies. It also provided training in institutional management and advisory assistance on the design of biosafety policies, with emphasis on the Central American countries.

Regarding technology and innovation for the development of agriculture and the rural milieu, IICA is supporting the efforts aimed at developing a greater capacity to prepare policies on agricultural technological innovation; to create and consolidate national, regional and hemispheric technological innovation systems; and to facilitate the transfer of knowledge. 

During the period October 2002-March 2003, IICA’s actions contributed to the attainment of the following objectives: 

· Strengthening of the hemispheric dialogue by means of the Regional Forum on Agricultural Research and Technology Development (FORAGRO), which held its III International Meeting in Brasilia, on the subject of technological integration in the Americas. IICA is supporting this process and serves as the Forum’s Technical Secretariat. 

· Strengthening of the Regional Fund for Agricultural Technology (FONTAGRO). IICA operated the Fund in tandem with the IDB, supporting the formulation of strategic projects in 13 countries, disseminating regional research findings and coordinating the implementation of 20 regional research projects.
· Operation of the Regional Information System for Science, Technology and Innovation in the Agricultural Sector in Latin America and the Caribbean (INFOTEC) (www.infoagro.net/infotec). This IICA-operated system provides support for the regional technological innovation networks and facilitates virtual dialogues and communication with global scientific forums. 

IICA continued to support the implementation of the regional cooperative projects for technological innovation: PROCIANDINO, PROCITROPICOS, PROCISUR, SICTA (Central America) and PROCINORTE. During the period 2002-2006, IICA will continue offering cooperation services related to technological innovation, in particular the design of innovation policies, institutional modernization, access to new technologies, management of scientific and technological information systems, and support for the hemispheric dialogue and consolidation of the regional research system.

WORLD BANK

The Bank is continuing to support investments in education for poor people, with projects ranging from primary education in rural areas of El Salvador, Nicaragua and Brazil, to post-secondary student loan programs in Mexico. In El Salvador, three loans have supported a community-managed schools program (EDUCO) to strengthen pre-school and primary education, as well as a program for secondary education. EDUCO, which brought schools and teachers to many poor rural areas for the first time, has raised the country's primary enrollment to almost 85 percent, up from 78 percent in 1996. The EDUCO model has been used to develop similar projects in Guatemala and Honduras, also with Bank support.
14. Health 

PAHO

Extension of Social protection in health

The Pan-American Health Organization has begun a line of a work to strengthen the Members States’ capabilities in their fight against social exclusion from health. In this line of work PAHO has committed its own resources, and established alliances with several partners interested in the subject. 

PAHO-ILO joint initiative on extension of social protection in health 

PAHO and the International Labor organization (ILO) have been working together on this issue since 1999 and signed a memorandum of understanding. In this document the organizations makes a commitment to launching a regional initiative to promote and establish the systematic analysis and diagnosis of exclusion in health, identify solutions, and take appropriate action to support Member States in their efforts to minimize social exclusion in health and strengthen their institutional capacity to extend social protection in health. The proposal includes a regional component to develop methodologies and instruments for training, research, and the exchange of experiences and recommendations on successful practices. It also contains a country component to help defend this cause, promote social dialogue, and support implementation of the national plans that emerge from this process. 

A highlight in this process is the mandate that the Member States made to the Directors of PAHO and ILO through Resolution CSP26.R19 of September 2002, requesting to disseminate in the countries of the Region the conceptual and methodological documentation characterizing exclusion in health and how to combat it through the extension of social protection in health and work with the Member States to promote a social dialogue on this issue, analysis and discussion of how to address it in the countries, and regional cooperation mechanisms in support of these processes.

As a part of this mandate, both agencies are currently working on a joint document with their view on these issues. 

Project - Extension of Social Protection in Health (ESPH) SIDA- PAHO

PAHO and the Swedish International Development Agency, SIDA started a project aimed to help LAC countries to address social exclusion in health and to develop strategies to extend the social protection in heath. Within the frame of the project different activities have been performed, according to the expected results and activities established in the Project Proposal for technical cooperation between SIDA and PAHO and the Work Plan agreed on the Annual Meeting on August 2002. 

1. Diagnostics: Measure of social exclusion in health

A research protocol was developed to help the countries to measure social exclusion in health and to identify its main causes and related conditions. Four countries (Ecuador, Guatemala, Paraguay and Dominican Republic) already measured exclusion and three countries (Honduras, Mexico DF and Peru) are in this process now. 

2. Social dialogue

Two countries (Ecuador and Guatemala) are now starting the social dialogue process to bring forward awareness of the exclusion problem, its dimensions and the need to deal with. It is expected that the dialogue will help to build up consensus on the best methods and mechanisms for establishing and applying policies to ESPH in the countries and therefore increase their social protection in Health. The main outcome of the social dialogue will be the development of an agreed upon Plan of Action for the country. 

An international experts meeting is currently being organized to analyze the advantages of the social dialogue as a tool in the extension of social protection in health and the best strategies to carry out social dialogue activities in the countries. The meeting is expected to take place in Quito on May 13-15, 2003.
IDB

Program to Support Dignified, Active, Productive and Healthy Aging 

· The Program to Support Organizations for the Elderly, approved in January 2002, continues in execution with the active participation of networks for the elderly in Argentina, Chile, Peru and Uruguay and with sub regional activities, managed by the organization Red Tiempos (The Latin American and the Caribbean Organization for the Elderly), which have helped create a platform for delivering self-sustaining services to the networks.  The Program also supports the preparation of profiles and loan requests for subsequent presentation to the Bank, activities initiated in three of the four participating countries.

· A course at the Inter-American Institute for Social Development (INDES) is being organized for the end of April 2003.  Participation in the course, Managing Policies and Programs for Successful Aging, will include representatives from public institutions, networks and organizations for the elderly, and academic institutions from 14 countries. 

· To fulfill the recommendations of the Madrid Workshop (April 2002) a Meeting of Experts on the Economic Security of the Elderly is being organized jointly by the International Labor Organization (ILO) and ECLAC for the second week of April 2003.  The meeting’s products will include the development of three specific projects in the areas of employment and retirement of the elderly, credit for older people, and the financing of non-contributory pensions.   

· The Decisions Portal, prepared with the support of technical assistance from the Swedish government, has been finalized.  Its formal presentation will take place during the aforementioned INDES course.

· The Technical Note inspired by the Uruguayan Public Health Ministry’s proposal for housing regulations for the elderly, will be completed in April 2003.  It will focus on “Aging at Home” as the basis of public policies directed to the minority of the elderly affected by disabilities.  

· Work bagan with the Latin American Association of Advertising Agencies (ALAP) in 2002 will continue.  For 2003, ALAP has organized a series of advertising campaigns on valuing the elderly.  The campaigns will be judged and recognized at the World Advertising Festival in Gramado, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, the second week of June 2003.  In addition, several chapters of ALAP have taken the initiative to promote and support the presence of older athletes in the 2004 Olympic Games.     

· To move toward the goal of systematically incorporating initiatives directed at the elderly into the Bank’s operations programming, a series of Technical Notes will be initiated.  Papers on Chile, Brazil and Panama will be completed in 2003.  

· To support the multisectoral prevention of disabilities among the elderly, the Bank will bring together in 2003 a group of experts that will formulate concrete recommendations on incorporating a set of specific criteria into projects financed by the Bank to support urban development, housing, transportation, and education.

Health Sector Reform

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Project to obtain through a Bio-directed study, elements that might be useful in the prevention and treatment of parasites, cancer and fungicidal diseases based on vegetables natural resource (US356,120)

· Project to measure the Genotoxic Antigenotoxic effect of plant’s extract used in the traditional Bolivian pharmacology by the Ames test and the Smart Test. (US41,800)

· Strengthening Caribbean Food Safety : the role of the consumer (US161,345)
CABEI

In December 2002, CABEI approved a US$60.0 million to Costa Rica to partially finance the execution of the Integral Development Program of Hospital Infrastructure.

PAHO

Thirty four countries have published and disseminated their country profiles on health systems and services. “Health in the Americas” and "Public Health in The Americas" were edited and disseminated by PAHO  (Washington, DC, September 2002). 
A two-year joint initiative (PAHO, the International Center for Development Research with the participation of the ILO) has been launched to expand current knowledge of critical gaps for expanding social protection in health.
In Quality of Care, a joint initiative between PAHO and the Quality Assurance Project of USAID has been developed in order to build a framework aimed to foster national capabilities for conceptualizing quality of care determinants and including quality as a component in IMF's loan operations.
In Health Coverage a regional joint initiative between PAHO and ILO to "Expand Social protection in Health" has been recently launched to better characterize social exclusion in health, foster national capabilities for determining causes, and to design and implement strategies.

In strengthening Human Resources Policies and Regulation capacities, the Observatory of Human Resources gathers currently 16 national forums that analyze trends and propose mid- and long-term policies for a set of national prioritized issues. Forums in most of the countries took place in 2002 to identify common trends, strengthen national Human Resources regulatory capacities and create networks. 

The project Mainstreaming Gender Equity in Health Sector Reform is currently being developed at the Regional level and in two pilot countries, Chile and Peru.  The goal of this project is to ensure that gender equality and women's human rights become an integral dimension of the design, implementation and evaluation of health sector reform policies.  Its basic strategy is to foster project ownership and joint actions between stakeholders in government and civil society.

In Reproductive Health, a prospective analysis methodology and strategic planning methodology were developed and introduced to 17 countries. These were developed in conjunction with universities in the Region and used to develop and revise national reproductive health policies, and in the introduction of the new concepts of sexual and reproductive health into the curriculum of schools of medical sciences.  These methodologies also facilitated introduction of these new concepts (ICPD plan of action) into the sexual and reproductive health services in the Region.   

The Regional Interagency Task Force for Maternal Mortality Reduction comprised of PAHO, USAID, UNFPA, UNICEF, IDB, Family Care International, World Bank, and Population Council, developed a regional consensus strategy document for the reduction of maternal mortality, which has been widely discussed with stakeholders from countries with higher maternal mortality ratios. 
Communicable Diseases

WORLD BANK

The Bank's goal of expanding health coverage and fighting HIV/AIDS in the hemisphere is backed by over $3 billion in support to health care projects. Included in the Bank's portfolio is Mexico's five-year old program to expand health care coverage; 8.1 million poor people, mostly in small communities with no previous coverage, now have access to health services. A third phase for this Basic Health Care Project is now under way. In the Caribbean, the Bank is helping to attack the world's highest HIV prevalence rate outside sub-Saharan Africa, with programs in several countries, including the Dominican Republic, Barbados and Jamaica. This follows two loans that have helped Brazil's government, in cooperation with over 175 NGOs, as well as state and municipal governments, to reduce the number of deaths due to AIDS cases by 50 percent since 1993. Persons living with HIV/AIDS receive care through the project, but prevention remains its focus, with support provided for a nation-wide network of 170 AIDS testing and counseling centers, 800 diagnostic and treatment centers, as well as AIDS awareness training programs.

PAHO

Countries have been supported by PAHO in the preparation of proposals to apply for funding to the newly created global fund (GFATM) for AIDS, TB and Malaria. Panama, Honduras, 

In Immunization, the goal of measles eradication is within reach. Since July 2001, no polio cases have been reported or detected after the cases discovered in Haiti and Dominican Republic. Significant advances have been made in the area of rubella control and prevention of congenital rubella syndrome. Most countries are now using a rubella containing vaccine, and several (the English-speaking Caribbean, Costa Rica, Brazil, Honduras, and Nicaragua) have embarked on accelerated control of rubella initiatives, following the recommendations PAHO’s Technical Advisory Group on Vaccine Preventable Diseases.

In the control of HIV/AIDS, PAHO participated at he UNGASS meetings. Sub-regional consultations on the use of the building block strategy took place in the Caribbean and Latin America.  Otherwise, in the context of HIV/AIDS, initiatives are being developed in the areas of mother/child transmission, accelerated access to antiretroviral drugs, promotion of sexual health, mobile populations including migrants, etc.  In the context of the shared agenda for health cooperation, the IDB, WB and PAHO created a special working group on HIV/AIDS to support countries in their fight against the disease.  At the 43rd board meeting of the IDB in Fortaleza, Brazil, PAHO, the IDB and UNAIDS cosponsored a seminar on HIV/AIDS. Joint negotiations for the purchase of Anti-retrovirals took place in Central America and The Caribbean, with excellent results for the countries, prices of antiretrovirals have been cut in more than 50% average.

All 21 countries, where malaria is endemic, in the Americas now participate in the Roll Back Malaria initiative. National programs continue making efforts to consolidate the integration of malaria services into the general health service and to enhance inter-country collaboration to prevent and control the disease in areas of common epidemiological interest.

In conjunction with the PAHO blood banks program, progress has been made in the technical cooperation towards countries for the limiting of transfusion of T. Cruzi. This has increased the coverage and quality of activities related to the prevention of the transmission of Chagas, with various levels of success for all the endemic countries of the region.

In the control of TB, 25 countries now apply the Directly Observed Treatment Short-course (DOTS) strategy which when fully implemented in countries leads to a cure rate of 86% vs. a rate of 46% in countries that do not apply the treatment.

Non Communicable Diseases

PAHO

10 countries are networking to develop integrated Non Communicable Disease Prevention Program addressing risk factors and early manifestations of disease (CARMEN).  Risk factor surveillance has been initiated.

In Cervical cancer prevention, implementation trials to measure effectiveness of screening and treatment techniques are taking place.

In the prevention of violence, the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence (IDB, WB, UNESCO, CDC and PAHO) continued to meet.

Connectivity

PAHO
PAHO’s Virtual Health Library out of Sao Paulo continued to operate in most of the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Special themes include environment and adolescence.  Development of the following initiatives is currently taking place: Aging, Bio-ethics, Equity and Human Development, Food Legislation, Health Legislation, Perinatal Health, Safe-Food and Science and Health - Experimental version.

PAHO is also developing the Virtual Health Campus together with 10 institutions in Latin America, in order to train professionals and develop institutional competencies in essential public health functions, to improve access to information for public health workers and to further exchange between professionals and organizations in public health.
15. Gender Equality

OAS

The UPD and Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) collaborated on the forum on women’s political participation in democracy convoked by the Permanent Council, on November 21, 2002, in Washington D.C.  This forum complied with Article 28 of the Democratic Charter, which affirms that “States shall promote the full and equal participation of women in the political structures of their countries as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a democratic culture.” Prominent women from throughout the region were invited to share their experiences in working through the political process.

The CIM has also begun working on the issue of women, peace and security, with special emphasis on conflict resolution and democracy building in the Region.  To this end, it is working with Women Waging Peace in a collaborative venture with Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government and the nonprofit organization Hunt Alternatives, which seeks to promote the role of women in peace and security issues, and the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2002).  On March 2003, the CIM made a presentation at a meeting of the Hemispheric Security Commission of the OAS, and submitted a proposal on language to be included in the Declaration of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security to be held in Mexico in May, 2003.  The Commission Members expressed their support and commitment to integrating a gender perspective into said Declaration.

Gender Training within the OAS
As reported previously,  the General Secretariat, CIM and CIDA are carrying out a project with support from the Government of Canada, to train OAS staff, including directors and personnel in the field offices, in the integration of a gender perspective into the Organization’s programs and policies.Training for headquarters staff began in November 2002. Around 240 staff members whose work relates to policy or to the design, execution, and evaluation of projects are expected to receive training. As a direct result of this training, the OAS Staff Association has created a Gender Sub-committee that will deal with various gender-related issues within the OAS.

Additionally, pursuant to the IAP mandate which instructs the OAS General Secretariat to encourage the agencies of the inter-American System to adopt gender mainstreaming in their activities, an inter-institutional ad-hoc working group on gender equality has been created, in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for the Summit Process, to facilitate information exchange, cooperation, and coordination among the agencies of the inter-American system. This inter-institutional forum on gender equity and equality had its first official meeting on February 19, 2003.
Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women.”  

The Permanent Secretariat prepared the third biennial report of the CIM on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’ ” 
Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.  

The Principal Delegates of Peru and Guatemala and the CIM Permanent Secretariat participated in the Hemispheric Conference on International Migration: Human Rights and Trafficking in Persons in the Americas, held in November 2002, in Santiago, Chile.  It was organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). The CIM also presented the results of the project in a conference on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, organized Principal Delegate of Argentina in Buenos Aires in March, 2003.  Together with the IOM, the CIM submitted a proposal to USAID to continue the research on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in 16 countries of the region: Mexico, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. In addition, the CIM and Casa Alianza, a Central American regional nongovernmental organization, have presented a draft proposal to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development involving a regional plan of action against trafficking in persons, especially women and children, to be carried out in Central America and Mexico.

Since the “Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States”, held in April  27-28,2000, at the OAS, the CIM has redirected the majority of its efforts to the implementation of the Inter-American Program (IAP) at all levels. It is the driving force of the Biennial Work Program for 2002-2004.  The resources of the 2003 Seed Fund towards projects that will be used to primarily implement the IAP. All of the proposed programs and plans described above are integral and key components that will fulfill the objectives of the IAP.”

In November 2002, the Executive Secretariat presented the CIM report on resolution AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” to the Permanent Council
Gender Mainstreaming in Ministerials
SEPIA I – Gender and Labor.  

Follow up to the XII IACML: The CIM is providing technical assistance to the OAS Unit for Social Development and Education in preparation for a seminar on gender and labor for the ministers of labor .  The seminar is expected to be held in the second or third quarter of this year.

The CIM is also preparing a document on “Best Practices in Gender and Labor”, to be presented April 1st at the working group meeting of the XII Inter-American Conference of Labor Ministers, to be held in Montevideo, Uruguay.

SEPIA II- Gender and Justice.  

Follow-up to the IV Meeting of Justice Ministers of the Americas (REMJA IV): In February 2003, the General Secretariat informed that, as requested by CIM, it will be included as technical advisor on gender issues in the activities of the Technical Secretariat of the Juridical Cooperation Mechanism for the REMJA IV follow up process. 

In November 2002, the CIM participated as a panelist in a World Bank teleconference entitled “Gender and Access to Justice in Peru: A Dialogue for Learning”.  The objectives of the event included exploring joint strategies and concrete measures for improving access to justice that could be considered in the preparation and implementation of the justice services modernization project financed by the World Bank.  

On the other hand, the Inter American Agency for Cooperation ad Development (IACD) undertook the following projects:

· Support to women-owned micro-enterprises in the food sector of the border region of Trifinio (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras) (US72,560)

· Gender and Development: Community Training, Creation of employment and Reimbursable Fund (US63,300)

· Women’s Political Participation: Training in Democracy and Governance (US129,985)

· School of  Political Training implemented in Dominican Republic (US123,640)

· Effective Personal Leadership for Women Managers in Government in Suriname (US49,588)
ECLAC

In its capacity as Secretariat of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC has continued to conduct activities in the follow-up to the Regional Program of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001 and to the Beijing Platform for Action.  These activities include periodic meetings of the Presiding Officers of the Conference with the participation of all the countries in the region.  In 2003, two meetings will analyze the fulfillment of regional commitments taken on at the Eight Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean and at the Fourth World Summit on Women, and will begin the preparation for the Ninth Regional Conference which will take place in Mexico City during the first half of 2004.  The first of these meetings will take place in La Havana, Cuba, at the end of April, and the second in Santiago, Chile, during the second half of 2003. 

In regards to mainstreaming of the gender perspective, ECLAC has implemented the project: “Capacity-building of national machineries for governance with gender perspective in Latin America and the Caribbean.”  

With the support of UNIFEM and UNDP, ECLAC provided technical assistance to improve data quality and the construction of gender indicators to Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru and Uruguay.  ECLAC also organized, through its Women and Development Unit and Population Division (CELADE) and with financial support from UNFPA, the First Seminar on Indicators for the Follow-up of International Conferences.  The main audience of the Seminar, which took place in Santiago, Chile, between November 27 and December 5, 2002, were technical officers and statistical specialists from national gender and statistical offices from ten South American countries.  Similarly, ECLAC organized in Santiago, Chile, on October 7 and 10, 2002, an Inter-agency Coordination Meeting on Gender Statistics with the participation of UNFPA, UNIFEM, UNICEF, ILO, FAO, UNESCO, PAHO, IDB and the Latin American Faculty of Social Science (FLACSO).  The Meeting aimed at harmonizing technical consultancy methodologies on gender indicators used by the various organizations of the United Nations system. 

In the framework of the pension systems project, ECLAC organized expert meetings on pension reform and gender equity in Argentina (August 22-23, 2002), Colombia (October 31-November 1, 2002), and Bolivia (January 22-23, 2003).  The results of these meetings were presented at a regional seminar that took place in Santiago, Chile, on March 10-11, 2003.

Finally, in the framework of the project on democratic governance, ECLAC organized in Santiago, Chile, on November 5, 2002, a regional meeting with the goal of gathering the opinions of a selected group of experts, political actors and academics on the project, given their experience and knowledge gathered during the coordination processes.
IICA
IICA’s activities in support of the governments and rural women are focused in three areas: 

· Modernization and institution building, which includes the development of management frameworks and institutions adapted and sensitive to the specific needs of rural women. 

· The design and implementation of rural development policies and strategies that ensure access to goods and basic services that permit the integral development of rural women. 

· The promotion of the development of capabilities, with emphasis on the education and training of rural women. 

IICA is providing follow-up to the resolution of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) regarding the incorporation of the gender perspective into IICA’s institutional framework and its technical cooperation actions in the countries.
IICA is engaged in the following efforts:

· It provides support to the Caribbean Network of Rural Women Producers, in particular, promoting the incorporation into the regional network of the local networks of Haiti, Suriname, St. Lucia and the Dominican Republic. 
· Implementation, with the IDB, of a training module on access to credit for women rural producers in Central America.
PAHO

The mandate of  PAHO’s Gender and Health Unit (GHU) is  to mainstream gender in policies and programs of PAHO, country representations, and Member States in order to reduce gender inequities in health.  The goals are to 1) Redistribute resources, responsibilities, and power between men and women in order to improve the physical, psychological, and social well-being of the population and 2) Identify and reduce gendered inequities in health status, access to health care, and participation in health work that are unnecessary, unjust, and avoidable.  Throughout its work, PAHO/GHU adheres to the cross cutting commitments to:  the participation of women and communities, capacity building of stakeholders and inter-sectoral collaboration. 

With the participation of its field staff and in consultation with its sector and NGO counterparts, HO/GHU identified the following strategies areas for reducing gender inequities in health

· incorporate a gender perspective in health situation data and  analysis.

· include stakeholders in formulation and monitoring of health policies.

· promote integrated models that reduce gender inequities in health.

· reach out with information, education, and communication (iec) for advocacy and training. 

· mainstream gender in paho’s and member states' policies and programs. 

Regarding the achievements in the strategic area for incorporating gender in health situation analysis to better target policies and programs, PAHO/GHU addresses the challenge that few countries disaggregate health data by sex and analyze them accordingly, while collaborating with both users and producers of health information to  improve health and gender situation analysis in countries.  In collaboration with its counterparts, the GHU achieved the following:

· Widely disseminated and is implementing a Resolution approved by the Ministers of health during the PanAmerican Sanitary Bureau meeting in September of 2002 that call for Member States to:

· disaggregate by sex all health data and information;

· promote the participation of users and producers of information;

· incorporate gender-based analysis in the formulation and monitoring of policies.

· Developed gender indicators and analysis tools.

· Strengthen national capacity to carry out gender and health analysis in Central America, Chile, Peru

· With its national partners that include producers and users of information and in collaboration with, ECLAC, UNFPA, UNIFEM, PRB, the Unit has developed a strategy that it is implementing in these countries.  It includes:

· Sensitizing information decision-makers. 

· Reviewing  and adapting GHU basic health and gender indicators. 

· Training users and producers to produce and apply gender and health statistics.

· Producing national health and gender situation profiles.

· Promoting research for informing policy-makers (Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru). 

The strategic area for monitoring the effect of health policies and health sector reform (HSR) on gender equity in health addresses the challenge that some reform models have been shown to marginalize especially women among poor, elderly, ethnic groups.  Moreover, women have been mostly excluded from the HSR process. With its partners from the ministries of health, of women’s affairs, women’s groups, WHO, ECLAC, UNIFEM, UNDP, and the World Bank is addressing the social exclusion by:

· Applying the official recommendations of 18th WHD Subcommittee (1999) of the Excutive Committee of Member States on HSR that include gender equity criteria and involving stakeholders. 

· Organizing a regional meeting (2002) in Chile to include gender in national health accounts..

· Developing tools for monitoring gender equity in HSR.

· Developing and implementing a strategy for reducing gender inequities in HSR  that include:

· Developing information on gender and health inequities and their relation to health policies;

· Disseminating this information to stakeholders.

·  Including stakeholders in formulating and monitoring policies.

· Applying the strategy in Chile (2001) and Peru (2002) .  

In Chile the program focused on civil society participation in the analysis and monitoring of the new health policies.  Partners include the Ministry of Health, the Minister of Women’s Affairs (SERNAM), the National Parliament, other key government agencies, universities, health professional associations, women’s and labor movements, and grass root organization.  Outcomes include:

· Establishing an  inter-sectoral Gender Advisory Committee of MOH.

· Presenting a strategy paper to the National HSR Commission and debated with civil society participation.

· Promoting and supporting the HSR debate by:

· Developing tools and providing training to stakeholders for participating in policy discussions.

· Organizing public policy debates at the central level, and in seven provinces.

· Presenting evidence and proposals pertaining to the regulation of the private health providers to Government.

· Implementing a multimedia communication campaign to inform the public of  gender issues within HSR.

· Developing an Observatory of Health Policy for Monitoring implementation and impact of HSR policies.

· Exchange experiences with Peru, Argentina.


Concerning the Strategy Area: developing and implementing models that address gender inequities in health in an integrated manner, PAHO and its national and agency counterparts developed an Integrated Model for Reducing Gender Inequities.  The model was developed for addressing gender-based violence
 in 10 countries with support support from the Governments of Sweden, Norway, and the Netherlands, with the following achievements:

· 10 countries (7 Central American and 3 Andean) have implemented the model:

· At the national level resulting in 6 countries having multisectorial coalitions that advocate for better legislation, policies and interventions.  All countries have passed laws . 

· At the sector level, all countries have norms and protocols for attending patients, training materials were developed and  over 15,000 providers from the health and other sectors have been trained, surveillance systems exist in all countries and in Panama and Belize national surveillance systems have been set up.

·   At the community level there are over 100 networks made up of providers from the health and education sectors, the police and judicial sector, community leaders, NGOs and churches, depending on the communities.  Many of these networks have resulted in support, self help and men discussion groups.  

· The implementation of the  Model was evaluated in seven CA countries.  The results or Lessons Learned will provide the basis for a book on the Model that is being published. 

· PAHO is coordinating an interagency health campaign to end violence against women. 

The integrated approach of the Model is being applied to involving men in sexual and reproductive health, which remains a challenge in many countries of the region. Again with partners from the Ministries of health, or women’s affairs, men and women’s NGOs, and with support of eth German government, the PAHO/GHU is carrying out research on the reproductive health knowledge, attitudes and practices of men in seven countries.  The findings will serve to construct models fro involving men in health care as well as in other areas.   

During International Women’s health Day (may 2002), PAHO/GHU launched its GenSalud information campaign to reach out with information, education, and communication (IEC) for advocacy and training.  GenSalud consists of the following components: 

· Access to GHU Information and Publications via PAHO’s Website (www.paho.org/genderandhealth).

· Advocacy packets and fact sheets on health and gender issues (Trafficking of Women for Sexual Exploitation, Gender and HIV/AIDS in the Americas, Gender Equity in Health). 

· Listserv GenSalud (gensalud@paho.org) with 1,000 subscribers.

· Virtual Information Center on Women, Gender, Health and Development (http://genero.bvsalud.org).


-
GenSalud Information Gateway


-
GenSalud Virtual Library 


-
Virtual learning center:  training database, curriculum. 

An important strategic area concerns the mainstreaming gender in PAHO’s and Member States’ Policies and Programs.   WHO recently officially approved its gender policy and PAHO is devising a participative strategy for its adaptation, implementation and monitoring within PAHO head quarters, units and country offoces.  Current collaborations include including gender in:

· PAHO’s health sector reform monitoring tools.

· Violence surveillance systems.

· CA Project PLAGSALUD. 

· Health standards for workers in export industries.

Empowering women to promote healthy behaviors with   regard to preventing HIV/AIDS and chronic disease.

IDB

· Technical cooperation ATN/JA-7967-RG entered into execution in November, providing financing for four studies (Argentina, Bolivia, Guatemala and Peru) on the education of girls in Latin America.

· The brochure "Investing in Women 1999-2000" was published, presenting 35 projects that were designed to consider specifically women’s roles and socioeconomic activities, obstacles women confront in participating in projects, and ways for women to participate in and benefit from projects.  The projects also took into account the need to contract specialists on gender issues and incorporate mechanisms to measure to what extent gender-specific activities were implemented successfully.  

· An event was held to select the winner of the Prize for Best Project Design 1998-2000 from the perspective of gender.  Eight projects were pre-selected by a Selection Committee.  The winner was a Uruguay project "Citizen Security: The Prevention of Violence and Crime".    Special recognition was granted to two programs in support of the development of social support networks (Colombia and Nicaragua).

· The Bank approved the technical cooperation ATN/CP-8086-RS, "Development and Gender: The Perspective of Indigenous Women in Latin America".

· The Bank responded to a request made by the Indigenous Peace Initiative to support the planning and implementation of the Summit of Indigenous Women of the Americas.  The summit was held December 1-4, 2002, in Oxaca, Mexico.  The Bank approved technical cooperation ATN/C1-8066-RG in support of the event.  

· The Bank approved technical cooperation funds to support the project "Women Leaders: Towards Good Governance in Latin America".   This technical cooperation is a continuation of the activities of the Program to Support Women’s Leadership and Representation (PROLID).

· The publication "Training Manual: Focusing on Gender in Development Programs" was completed in December 2002.

· The IDB Action Plan for the Cross Integration of Gender (March 2003 – March 2005) was prepared.  The document was prepared in consultation with specialists from various Bank departments, including the Representations. 

· During 2002, the Bank approved a total of 20 Social Entrepreneurship Program (SEP) projects totaling $10.7 million. These programs provide financing for small producers and commercial businesses, and for community and social development projects that benefit the poor and other marginalized groups in Latin America and the Caribbean-- including indigenous communities and women’s groups.  Projects approved during the year include:  (i) support to small indigenous farmers from the Chimaltenango and Sacatepéquez regions in Guatemala for the production and exportation of non traditional crops; (ii) support to Mayan Indigenous communities in Guatemala with the objective of complementing their income through the development of beekeeping; (iii) support to poor micro businesswomen in the city of Juliaca in Peru with the objective of improving their access to financial markets, promoting their businesses and improving their living conditions; among other projects. 

16. Indigenous Peoples

OAS

Support to the Working Group in Charge of Elaborating the Draft Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat gave technical and logistical support to the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in charge of elaborating the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

In this regard, it also collaborated in the preparation of its Work Plan, presented a project for raising external funds and administered the Special Fund, which financed the participation of representatives of indigenous groups in the discussions of the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Secretariat also set up an e-mail account (summitindigenas@oas.org) to facilitate the exchange of documents on this issue as well as a database of 450 records.

In the latter half of 2002, the Working Group focused its efforts on Section Five of the Draft Declaration, with special emphasis on the "Traditional forms of cultural and property preservation, rights to land and territory", which took place on November 7-8, 2002. Representatives of Member States, indigenous peoples of various countries and experts from Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador and the United States, among others, participated in this meeting. In the framework of a technical dialogue, this event examined the advances in national and international law, as well as doctrine and practice in traditional forms of property, land, territories and natural resources.

In the first quarter of 2003, the Working Group completed the analysis of the Draft Declaration with representatives of indigenous groups and civil society organizations at a Special Session of the Working Group, which took place on February 24-28, 2003 in Washington, DC. The event was attended by nearly 150 representatives of indigenous peoples, whose participation was financed with resources from the governments of Brazil, Canada, Finland, Nicaragua and the United States.

Through its Executive Secretariat, the IACHR continued advising the Working Group entrusted with preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the special session held February 24 to 28 in Washington, D.C. Since October 2001 to the present, the Rapporteurship has reinforced the Commission’s work with vulnerable ethnic communities, in particular indigenous peoples and Afro-descendents that have been affected by past conflicts in Central America. This work has been supported by the IACHR’s Executive Secretary. Specifically, significant progress has been achieved in the processing and the level of analysis of cases and petitions presented before the IACHR in favor of indigenous peoples and its members. 

The friendly settlement of disputes is a mechanism that the Rapporteurship for the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples has been promoting in the petitions and cases under the consideration of the IACHR that refer to the rights of indigenous peoples or other ethnic vulnerable communities. Currently, nine of the cases processed by the IACHR and that refer to indigenous peoples or other vulnerable ethnic groups are being resolved through friendly settlements. 

The Commission has granted precautionary measures in favor of indigenous peoples of three countries.

On March 3, 2003, the President of the IACHR made a presentation on the Inter-American system of human rights at the American University School of Law before students attending a specialized course on the rights of indigenous peoples.

WORLD BANK

Empowering the poor includes reaching out to Latin American and the Caribbean's indigenous people, about 80 percent of whom live in extreme poverty, as well as to Afro-descendants. In Brazil, Peru and Ecuador, the Bank is supporting projects tailored to indigenous communities, to regularize communal land rights, to promote use of indigenous knowledge for more environmentally sustainable land management practices, and to build their project management capacity. Recognition of legal title is an essential condition for poor farmers—of all ethnic origins—to improve their economic status. The Bank has supported an effort in Colombia whereby 58 Afro-Colombian community councils in the Pacific coastal Chocó region gained title to almost 2.4 million hectares of rainforest, on which they depend for hunting, fishing and traditional farming. The Bank has supported similar land titling initiatives in 10 additional countries in the region.

IDB
· In 2003 a program to support the Superior Judicial Council in Colombia to support the coordination of the Special Indigenous Jurisdiction and the national judicial system for US$650,000 was approved with resources from the Japan Fund. 

· A database on indigenous rights in Latin American national legislations was completed, organized by country and by variable that is accessible on the IDB web page. In addition to providing access to legal texts by country and/or by variable, the database includes a quantitative and qualitative comparative analysis of advances in judicial frameworks in the countries. This same analysis is being initiated on jurisdiction in indigenous topics. In 1993 the Bank carried out various seminars to disseminate this instrument.  

· The Bank is preparing two studies on the area of education for indigenous peoples: one study on the state of the art with regards to bilingual intercultural education at the primary school level, and the other on the supply and demand of technical-vocational and superior education for indigenous people. In 2003 a best practice study also was initiated regarding intercultural health for indigenous communities, with the objective of reviewing experiences with integrating traditional indigenous medicine into the public health programs in the countries. These studies will serve as inputs for the Strategic Framework for Indigenous Development that the Bank is preparing during 2003. 

· In December 2002, the Bank actively supported the Indigenous Women of the Americas Summit in Oaxaca, Mexico, sponsored by the Rigoberta Menchú Foundation, the Indigenous Initiative for Peace, and the Continental Link of Indigenous Women that brought together more than 300 indigenous women from the hemisphere, to discuss concepts and actions on the topics of gender from the vision of indigenous women, indigenous development and globalization, empowerment and leadership of indigenous women, human rights and indigenous rights, spirituality, education and culture. The successful Summit resulted in a Declaration and an Action Plan to orient future development agendas. 

· In February of 2003, the Bank signed a cooperation agreement with the Norwegian government to establish a social inclusion trust fund. It is hoped that in the next few months, other donors will join this fund. The fund’s resources will be allocated principally to comply with the commitments established in the IDB Action Plan to Combat Social Exclusion for Ethnic or Racial Motives. 

To complement the Geographic Information System (GIS), the use of territory and its natural resources, with criteria that obey culturally defined uses is being finalized in a software design project that allows mapping and making compatible the cultural use of territory with conventional environmental and physical criteria. The Bank carried out various training workshops on this innovative methodology. 

The Bank is supporting various Indigenous Managerial Development pilot projects that include projects that take advantage of natural or cultural resources (hydrocarbon and mining in Ecuador, fishing in Colombia, ethno-tourism Central America) with financing mechanisms like capital participation or investment funds.  Several of these projects make use of technical assistance and financial resources northern indigenous countries use, creating interesting opportunities for cooperation among indigenous peoples. 
17. Cultural Diversity

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Restoration and renovation of the Church “San Antonio del Monte” in El Salvador (US77,315)

· Conservation and digitalization of the documentary heritage in Honduras (US59,903)

· Development of National Archives in Dominica - Phase II (US38,030)

· Reinforcement of the National Library of Paraguay (US25,300)

· Unified System of Registration Workshop for inventory and catalogue of the cultural heritage of Central America and the Caribbean (US21,650)
· Mechanisms of promotion and support to the Intercultural Bilingual Education (BEI) (US80,000)
18. Children and Youth

OAS

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Caribbean Wide Project on Drug Abuse Prevention in Children (US120,000)
· Youth at Risk – Young people can take a lead (Guyana) (US7,450)
· Commonwealth Youth Data Base Initiative (US130,400)
OAS / IIN

The Inter-American Children’s Institute (INN) is responsible for promoting the development of child-related public policies, coordinating the relationship between the state and civil society, and raising a critical awareness about the problems affecting children in the Americas. In connection with the Prototype for Targeted Public Policies (TPP) for Article 23 in the Convention on Rights of the Child, the TPP developed a Workshop of experts in order to become more familiar with the current situation in the MERCOSUR sub-region plus Bolivia and Chile, meanwhile reporting on the progress achieved by the IIN on the Prototype of Legal Provision for Article 23 and relevant TPP.  Thus, the “Sub-regional Workshop on Public Policies for the Educational and Social Inclusion of Children with Different Capabilities - MERCOSUR, Chile and Bolivia” took place in November 2002. Eighty professionals and experts from the sub-region participated in the Workshop, and a final Declaration was issued for the promotion of the above mentioned Prototypes.

In addition to the workshop, a series of events and seminars were organized on the related topics of youth and children:

· Child Labor: “Second Workshop on the Planning of a Targeted Public Policy on Child Labor, Sexual Exploitation and Children in the Street in Panama.”  (Panama,  October 16th – 18th , 2002)

· Sexual Exploitation: “First Colloquium on Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. INAME” (Montevideo, Uruguay, 18 November, 2002) and “Conference on the Sexual Exploitation of Boys, Girls and Adolescents in the Americas” (Montevideo, Uruguay, 19 November, 2002)

· Children with Different Capabilities: “Sub-regional Workshop on Public Policies for the Educational and Social Inclusion of Children with Different Capabilities - MERCOSUR, Chile and Bolivia.” (Montevideo, Uruguay, 21-22 November, 2002)
· Drug Addiction: “Distance Learning Seminar: the Evolution of the Health Concept and the Risk Approach” (Cochabamba, Bolivia, September-October 2002); “Seminar on the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Drug Addiction” (Cochabamba, Bolivia, 24-28 October, 2002); “Distance Learning Seminar: the Evolution of the Health Concept and the Risk Approach” (Salto, Uruguay, October- November, 2002); and “Seminar on Drug Abuse Prevention Policies” (Santiago, Chile, 9-13 December, 2002)
ECLAC

Between March 2002 and March 2003, ECLAC has cooperated with the Ibero-American Youth Organization in the elaboration of the White Paper on Youth Policies in Latin America, presenting an exhaustive diagnostic and a platform of youth policies in the region.

PAHO

In October, 2002, with the support from the United Nations Foundation, the PAHO joined together with sister UN agencies to form a Joint UN Program Team for Adolescent Health and Development, that includes WHO/WHO/PAHO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNAIDS and UNFPA along with government and local NGOs in order to develop a Joint UN response to the issues affecting youth in Haiti – through health, development and the broader socio-political interventions.  The UN Response to Adolescent Health and Development will be a five-year, multi-sectoral program.  The goal is to improve the health and development of adolescents and youth in Haiti through promoting sexual and reproductive health, preventing unwanted pregnancy, maternal mortality, and HIV/AIDS/STIs, promoting civic responsibility, developing safe and supportive environments and improving the political and social context.  The Joint UN Program Team has been working at the socio-political level, the national level, department and community levels to achieve its objectives. 

The Project Team has defined three expected results from the proposed project:

· Strengthen efforts to prevent prevalent diseases as prioritized by the Haitian Ministry of Health, and alleviate maternal mortality among adolescents

· Support community development for Haitian youth with a multi-sectoral approach

· Support the development of good citizenship, governance, and democracy

The health and development of adolescents and youth is a key element for the social, economic and political progress of Haiti.  The Haitian Ministry of Public Health and Population (Ministere de la Sante Publique et de la Population- MSPP) recognizes that an investment in youth is of utmost importance and has outlined adolescence as a pivotal age group to achieve its national health priorities.

The goal of this UN Response to Adolescent Health and Development is to improve the health and development of adolescents and youth in Haiti through promoting sexual and reproductive health, preventing unwanted pregnancy, maternal mortality, and HIV/AIDS/STIs, promoting civic responsibility, developing safe and supportive environments and improving the political and social context. 

By May, 2003, Joint UN Program Team for Adolescent Health and Development will submit a proposal to the UN Foundation Board with possible matching funds from USAID and the private sector for a five year program for adolescent health and development.

IDB

Voluntary Youth Service Program of the Americas

The goal of the Youth Service in the Americas Initiative (YSAI) is to empower youths (from 12 to 24 years old) to actively contribute to the strengthening of their communities.  The initiative's objective is to form training groups and schools dedicated to youth learning projects on health, education, environment, and poverty mitigation.  This is accomplished by connecting these groups and schools with resources so that they may develop the own qualities of leadership and citizenship. With regards to the strategy, the YSAI will facilitate the coordination between existing public, private, and NGO resources to strengthen current training capacity and get youths, mentors, and teachers to participate in the development of their communities through service. 

Program for the Training and Incorporation of youths into the Business Sector

The general objective of the project is to improve the employment possibilities for the region's disadvantaged youths (ages 16 through 29), with an emphasis on information technology.  The program establishes alliances among NGOs, firms and programs dedicated to improving the job prospects and training of youths pursuing careers in information technology with the hopes that this will promote better practices as the project unfolds.    

The Multilateral Investment Fund and the International Youth Foundation have created a US$20 million project, Entra 21, preparing youths to enter the modern workforce.  The project will co-finance youth employment programs in information technology through donations between US$300,000 to US$700,000 destined for over 40 non-profit organizations by the end of 2003.  Within this framework, the project is creating job opportunities for youths in Latin America and the Caribbean

Connectivity

OAS

On November 7, 2002, a draft of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and the Plan of Action of Quito (ACAPAQ) was distributed to National Coordinators at the XXVII meeting of the SIRG, in Washington, D.C.  The ACAPAQ
was developed in the context of the Statement on Connecting the Americas from the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and in response to the mandate from the Plan of Action in which governments instructed the telecommunications authorities working within the regional agencies and organizations to develop and implement a  program to support a connectivity agenda for the Hemisphere.  

CITEL, recognizing that the ACAPAQ needed further development and implementation, approved a resolution in December 2002 at its regular meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, which, inter alia, instructed the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process take appropriate action.

The Secretariat for the Summit Process, in coordination with the Secretariat for CITEL, has formed an Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Group on Connectivity.  The group is comprised of the multilateral institutions working on Connectivity issues, including the OAS, IDB, World Bank, PAHO, ECLAC, IICA and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).   The group has been meeting informally since January 2003 to begin the process of sharing information on their activities in the area of Connectivity.  The objective of the group is threefold:  to identify and classify connectivity projects underway in the Americas, to identify gaps and overlaps of activity, and to develop projects and an outreach program to engage regional and sub-regional agencies and organizations in pursuit of the Summit mandate.
ECLAC

From January 29 to January 31, 2003, Ministers and other governmental authorities representing the countries that belong to the ECLAC, along with representatives of international and multilateral bodies, civil society and the private sector, met in Bavaro, in the Dominican Republic, for the Regional Preparatory Ministerial Conference of Latin America and the Caribbean for the WSIS.  The Conference was organized by the government of the Dominican Republic, through the Dominican telecommunications institute (Instituto Dominicano de las Telecomunicaciones, INDOTEL) and ECLAC.

As a result of the Conference, countries adopted the Bavaro Declaration on the information society.  The declaration states that the information society is an economic and social system where knowledge and information constitute the fundamental sources of well-being and progress.  The information society also represents an opportunity for countries and societies of the region, so long as it is understood that the development of that society within a global and local context requires a deeper appreciation of fundamental principles such as those of respect for human rights within the broader context of fundamental rights, democracy, environmental protection, the advancement of peace, the right to development, fundamental freedoms, economic progress and social equity.  The Bavaro Declaration also affirms that the countries of the region are aware of the need to generate equal opportunities for access and use of information and communication technologies, are committed to taking action to overcome the digital divide, which both reflects and is a factor in the differences that exist between and within countries in terms of economic, social and cultural aspects, education, health and access to knowledge.  Countries believe that access to information technologies and their appropriate use should be a fundamental concern, which will help to foster ties of friendship based on the principle of equal rights.
IICA

With regard to information and communication, IICA carried out the following principal actions: 

· Integration of its information media into an online information system called Infoagro.NET. This system provides information related to trade, agricultural health and safety, technology, sustainable rural development and information as such. It has improved access for users and reduced costs. 

· Strengthening and consolidation of the Agricultural Information and Documentation System for the Americas (SIDALC). IICA has managed to extend the network to include 20 countries and increase its megabase to include more than 1.4 million entries that can be consulted on line and on CDs. The alliance with FAO made it possible to train librarians, informatics specialists and end users in 10 countries in the use of the Agris web interface. This joint effort also made it possible to operate 10 directories of national libraries and one hemispheric one. 
· Establishment of the IICA System of Libraries and Documentation Centers (12) that operate as a network, increase the Institute’s technical cooperation capabilities and provide bibliographic information services to internal and external users via a common database.
IDB
Telecenters Program for Rural Connectivity

The Division is leading the preparation of a Regional Technical Cooperation named "Telecenters for Rural Connectivity Program" to be financed by a non-reimbursable contribution of the Bank from the Fund for Special Operations (FOE) and a similar local counterpart contribution.  The Program consists in the implementation of pilot telecenters in three selected countries of the Latin American and Caribbean Region, and the establishment of a technological platform to support various telecenters initiatives throughout the Region, including the provision of digital support for their operation and administration.

Program for the Democratization of Information Technology

· This program offers disadvantaged youths access to information technology training, the Internet, and civic education.  This last element includes the protection of human rights, training on non-violence, health and environmental responsibility, adapted to the needs of each community.  The proposal is based on the CDI Brazil program (Youth Development and Outreach Program) and it recognizes that with the proper tools, a great many youths living in marginalized sectors can make important contributions to their own well-being and that of their communities.

· The CDI Americas Program has established 62 information technology schools (ECI) in Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, and Guatemala. Honduras, Chile and Argentina.  In Brazil, a total of 367 schools have been established.

· The CDI Americas alliance is comprised of CDI Brazil, Microsoft, the IDB Young Christians Association, and focuses on project development in the Americas.

· A regional technical cooperation has been approved (US$250,000) to strengthen the institutional capacity of CDI Americas and its ability to prepare, strengthen and implement a regional strategy.  

Summit Follow Up

OAS

SIRG

In the period covered by this report, the Secretariat for the Summit process provided the technical and logistical support to the XXVII meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), held on November 7, 2002.  The Secretariat prepared and distributed to delegations a CD-ROM containing the IMM Chart as well as the 18 National Implementation Charts presented to date. The Secretariat also prepared and presented the Report of the Joint Summit Working Group, which includes information from the multilateral organizations that support the countries in the implementation of Summit mandates.

The Secretariat also provided the technical and logistical support to the I Meeting of the Working Group of the Executive Council, held on January 30, 2003.  The Secretariat was asked by the Chair to prepare a draft proposal outlining several options for new implementation and monitoring mechanisms for reporting on Summit accomplishments and a communications strategy for the Summit process, in order to frame the Working Group’s discussions.  

On March 28, the Secretariat organized a meeting of the OAS Committee on inter-American Summits Management and the Participation of civil society in OAS Activities in order to hold consultations with civil society.  The purpose of the meeting was to have a dialogue with civil society concerning both their role in the work of the OAS and in the implementation of Summit mandates. Issues under discussion included hemispheric security, governance, and education.

On an ongoing basis, the Secretariat manages and updates the Summit of the Americas Information Network web site, including the member’s only restricted portion.  In addition, the Secretariat manages the SIRG Specific Fund, which has received two new contributions in this period from Argentina and Brazil.
Joint Summit Working Group
The member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (OAS, IDB, PAHO, ECLAC, IICA, CAF, CABEI, CDB and World Bank) have continued to work on activities in order to comply with the Summit mandates, as described in this report. 

IICA

To strengthen the mechanism created for follow-up, monitoring and review of the mandates, in this case related to agriculture and rural life, IICA is promoting closer working ties among its Representative in each country, the Minister of Agriculture, his/her Ministerial Delegate and the National Summit Coordinator for the SIRG. The aim is to: (i) disseminate the Summit mandates; (ii) encourage the countries to inform the SIRG of their efforts to implement them; (iii) facilitate coordination between the ministries of foreign affairs and agriculture regarding the next Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life; and, (iv) help ensure that the SIRG and the next Summit of the Americas have information on the progress made and obstacles identified, and that they adopt decisions that will speed up the sustainable improvement of agriculture and rural life.

As the Secretariat of the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, due to be held November 11-12, 2003 in Panama, IICA has initiated the following main activities: 

· It asked each minister of agriculture to designate a Ministerial Delegate. The group of delegates will oversee the preparation of the expected outputs of the meeting. As of March 14, 27 countries had confirmed their Delegate.

· It updated the Electronic System to Support the Hemispheric Dialogue. The Delegates and members of the general public can find information on this web page about the processes related to the Summits and the Ministerial Meetings, and share proposals and help construct the outputs of the meeting. 

· It has set up the hemispheric-level teams whose task is to assist the Ministers and Delegates in preparing the Plan of Action for implementing the mandates of the Summits and the Ministerial Declaration of Bavaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.

Joint Summit working group �OAS-IDB-ECLAC-PAHO-IICA-CABEI-CAF-CDB-World Bank


Summit of the Americas Secretariat








� The information of the following OAS Units is only available in English: Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, Inter American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), and Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL). In some cases, the information of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and IACD is only available in Spanish. 


� PAHO only sent information in English


� The World Bank only sent information in English


� CAF and CDB did not present information for this period.�


� The information on Empowering Local Governments is available in the Spanish version.


� The information on Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice is available in the Spanish version.


� The information on Transnational Organized Crime is available in the Spanish version.
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